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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


BARBADOS 


ENERGY  MINISTER  SEEKS  FUNDS  FOR  BNOC  DEVELOPMENT 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  22  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text]  .  Energy  Minister,  Senator 
Qyde  Griffith,  said  yesterday 
there  was  need  for  a  whole 
analysis  of  the  Barbados 
National  Oil  Company  and  the 
National  Petroleum  Cor¬ 
poration. 

He  said  the  BNOC  coidd  not 
function  as  a  company  with  some 
|l  500  in  capital  and  $42  million  in 
capital  works. 

He  told  the  Senate  Chamber 
yesterday  that  he  has  been  taking  a 
look  at  the  structure  of  the  two 
companies. 

Senator  Griffith  was  moving  a 
Resolution  to  approve  the 
borrowing  of  US$9.2  million  from 
the  Venezuela  Investment  Fund 
to  assist  in  oil  exploration. 

The  loan  r^yment  starts  in 
1988  and  ends  in  the  year  2000. 

He  said  the  loan  will  go  a  long 
way  towards  continuing  Govern¬ 
ment’s  efforts  in  containing  self- 
sufficiency  in  the  petroleum 
sector. 

,  Sentor  GrifHth  said  Government 
i,  could  not  stop  its  effort  to  ensure 
that  it  reached  a  level  of  self- 
sufficiency. 

<  “We  cannot  be  too  optimistic  to 
believe  that  we  should  relax 
because  there  has  been  a  softening 
in  the  world  oil  market,”  he  said 

He  told  the  Senate  that  Petro- 
Canada  would  be  carrying  out  oil 
exploration  in  the  Scotland  District 
from  May  next  year. 


Senator  Griffith  said  that  royalty 
costs  from  oil  exploration  at 
Woodboume  accrued  to  some  $250 
flOO  a  month  —  75  per  cent  of  which 
went  to  Government. 

Economist,  Owen 
;  Arthur,  another 
'Government  Senator, 
;  asked  what  was  the  scope 
kof  activity  to  be  financed 
Iby  the  loan,  Drtiat  were  Uie 
^arrangements  for  the 
iaepayment  df  the  loan  and 
whether  repayment 
would  be  tram  tiie  Con- 
aolidated  Fund  or 
whether  the  Barbados 
^National  Oil  Company 
’  will  be  making  deposits 
tfor  the  repayment. 

'  Senator  &iffith  said 
,  the  money  would  be  used 
f  to  finance  drilling  activity 
•  at  Woodboume'  for  two 
years,  to  instal  a  pipeline 
from  Woodboume  to  the 
Belle  and  to  purchase  new 
^natural  gas  lines. 

,.  He  said  Government 
could  not  continue  to 
“flare”  natural  gas  at 
Woodboume,  and  the  only 
’ftr&y  was  to  extend 
Natural  gas  to  more 
^consumers  in  1984. 

;  He  said  natural  gas 
%ould  be  installed  in  St. 
Andrew  and  some  parts  of 
jSt.  PhUip. 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


DEALERS  OPT  TO  BOYCOTT  ALL  PETROLEUM  COMPANY  FUNCTIONS 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  25  Nov  83  p  41 


[Text] 


THE  TRINIDAD  and 
Tobago  Petroleum 
Dealers  Association  has 
decided  to  boycott  all 
meetings  and  functions 
of  National  Petroleum 
Company  (NP)  until 
the  government  in¬ 
creases  the  margin  of 
profit  on  gasolene  to 
dealers  at  a  satisfacato- 
r>^  level. 

According  to  a  letter 
sent  to  all  dealers  from 
the  Association’s  gener¬ 
al  secretary  Mohanlal 
Nanhoo  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  Associa¬ 
tion  would  embark  on  a 
campaign  of  “non-co- 
operation  against  Na¬ 
tional  Petroleum.” 

Said  the  letter,  “fur¬ 
ther  to  our  non -cooper¬ 
ation  against  National 
Petroleum  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  the  launching  of 
Super  Lube,  the  exec¬ 
utive  comittee  has  tak¬ 
en  a  decision  to  extend 

this  non-cooperation  to 
all  meetings  and  func¬ 
tions  organised  by  Na- 
'  tional  Petroleum  for 
dealers  until  such  time 
,  that  our  margin  of 


profit  on  gasolene  is 
satisfactorily  restored.” 

The  letter  added, 
“our  last  meeting  with 
the  management  on 
June  23,  1983  resulted 
■  in  a  series  of  nothing. 
Promises  made  to  deal¬ 
ers  were  never  fulfilled 
by  National  Petroleum. 
The  many  meetings 
with  NP’s  visiting  im¬ 
provement  committee 
to  stations  proved  to  be 
an  exercise  in  futility 
and  waste  of  time.” 

The  letter  to  dealers 
continued,  “NP  is  say¬ 
ing  on  the  one  hand, 
that  they  cannot  give 
or  recommend  a  rea¬ 
sonable  profit-margin 
for  us,  but,  on  the  other 
r  hand,  the  chairman  of 
NP  had  irresponsibly 
recommended  a  profit 
margin  of  one  cent  i>er 
litre.” 

It  added,  “regretably, 
many  of  us  as  dealers 
would  face  bankruptcy 
when  the  price  of  ga^- 
lene  goes  up  again, 
without  a  justifiable  in¬ 
crease  in  profit  to  the 
dealers”. 

The  dealers  have  re¬ 
portedly  boycotted  a 


meeting  called  by  NP 
yesterday  at  the  NP 
training  centre  in  Mor- 
vant  to  discuss  matters 
relating  to  the  petro¬ 
leum  industry  with 
them.  The  dealers  have 
vowed  to  maintain  this 
boycott  until  the  m^- 
gin  profit  was  in- 

The  Minister  of  En¬ 
ergy  and  Natural  Re- 
Bources  had 
recommended  a  four 
cents  margin  profit  but 
they  were  reportedly 
turned  down.  The  deal¬ 
ers  are  seeking  a  restor¬ 
ation  of  the  27  per  cent 
profit  margin.  At  pre¬ 
sent  most  dealers  said 
they  were  barely  break¬ 
ing  even  with  the  pre¬ 
sent  12  per  cent  profit 
margin. 

They  said  that  with 
the  increase  in  the 
price  of  g^olene  their 
profits  will  be  nil. 
Many  of  them  said  that 
they  may  have  to  close 
down  business.  NP  of¬ 
ficials  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment 
on  this  matter  yester¬ 
day  evening. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN  INDUSTRY,  COMMERCE  UNIT  EYES  AID  TO  GRENADA 

Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  21  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  An  early  completion  to  Grenada’s  Point  Saline  airport  project, 
the  possibility  of  establishing  an  Industrial  Development  Corporation  (IDC) 
as  well  as  incentives  for  light  industrial  plants  were  among  areas  looked 
at  during  a  recent  private  sector  meeting  in  Grenada, 

The  meeting  was  held  between  a  top  level  mission  from  the  Barbados-based 
Caribbean  Association  of  Industry  and  Commerce  (CAIC)  and  the  executive  of 
the  Grenada  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

A  CAIC  statement  said  that  although  a  wide  range  of  issues  was  raised  and 
discussed,  five  specific  subjects  areas  formed  the  focus  of  attention. 

[as  published] 

Among  these  were  the  need  for  private  sector  representation  as  a  vital 
input  at  the  highest  policy-making  forums  on  the  interim  Government,  the 
need  to  address  serious  liquidity  problem  of  the  private  sector  and  the 
banking  community  in  Grenada,  the  strengthening  of  the  structure  and  staffing 
of  the  Grenada  Chamber;  and  for  businesses  to  be  aware  of  the  importance  of 
political  stability  in  the  country. 

The  CAIC  said  that  the  private  sector  needed  to  make  short,  written  repre¬ 
sentations  on  some  specific  issues  related  to  the  short-term  recovery  of 
the  Grenadian  economy. 

"These  included,  inter  alia,  a  case  for  reforming  the  existing  tax  system  in 
respect  of  corporate,  as  well  as  other  taxes;  the  possible  need  for  a  body 
such  as  an  IDC  to  channel  new  investment — local  and  foreign  into  the  island, 
and  the  need  for  an  early  completion  of  the  Point  Saline  airport  project, 
both  as  the  basis  for  diversified  investment  in  the  island’s  undoubted 
tourist  potential..."  the  statement  said. 

The  CAIC  has  promised  it  would  do  everything  within  its  power  to  help  the 
Grenada  Chamber. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


HONDURAS,  GUATEMALA  TRADE  NEGOTIATIONS  FAIL 
Tegucigalpa  LA  TRIBUNA  in  Spanish  13  Dec  83  p  3 

[Text]  The  governments  of  Honduras  and  Guatemala  have  been  meeting  in  the 
capital  of  our  neighbor  since  last  Monday  but  have  been  unable  to  agree  on 
any  arrangement  that  would  result  in  an  improvement  of  the  two  countries ’ 
commercial  relations.  The  talks  practically  broke  down  in  the  face  of  the 
Guatemalan  government's  refusal  to'  suspend,  in  Honduras'  case,  the 
restrictions  it  has  imposed  on  imports,  including  the  requirement  for 
obtaining  licenses  in  advance  in  order  to  bring  Honduran  products  into  the 
market  of  the  neighboring  state. 

Harsh  Disappointment 

The  breakdown  in  the  talks  is  a  harsh  disappointment  for  Honduras,  which  had 
taken  the  initiative  for  the  dialogue,  in  search  of  an  arrangement  that  would 
enable  it  to  secure  special  treatment  and  maintain  its  export  levels.  The 
decision  ostensibly  harms  the  Honduran  economy,  which  has  been  saturated  with 
products  from  the  neighboring  country,  a  source  not  only  of  manufactured  goods 
but  also  of  raw  materials.  On  the  other  hand,  Honduras  allows  Guatemalan 
products  to  enter  freely  and  applies  to  them  only  the  reciprocal  measure  of 
requiring  licenses,  a  measure  that  is  standard  for  all  the  Central  American 
nations  with  which  we  have  commercial  relations. 

Reduced  Trade 

The  Guatemalan  decision  has  further  narrowed  the  trade  prospects  for  Honduras, 
which  has  lost  advantages  in  all  the  region's  markets,  in  addition  to 
maintaining  high  deficits  in  its  trade  balance  with  the  area. 

Commercial  relations  with  Nicaragua  are  at  their  lowest  level,  to  the  extent 
that  the  two  countries  have  been  unable  to  give  effect  to  the  agreement 
signed  by  their  ministers  of  economy  at  the  spa  of  Pochomil,  where  Honduras 
undertook  to  exempt  certain  Nicaraguan  products  from  the  payment  of  additional 
customs  fees.  In  exchange,  the  neighboring  country  canceled  an  agreement  by 
means  of  which  it  imposed  restrictions  on  Honduran  exports  within  its 
territory,  as  a  result  of  which  Honduras,  after  having  enjoyed  a  favorable 
balance,  has  had  a  deficit  balance  with  Nicaragua  since  1981. 
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Costa  Rica  and  El  Salvador 


The  Salvadorans  have  also  restricted  imports  and  Honduras  has  been  affected 
by  this  measure,  while  Panama  appears  to  ignore  the  bilateral  treaty 
governing  its  relations  with  Honduras.  With  Guatemala's  imposition  of 
restrictive  measures,  a  circle  of  fire  is  closing  around  regional  commercial 
relations  that  is  affecting  this  country,  especially  with  regard  to  its 
selling  manufactured  goods  and  obtaining  foreign  exchange. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL  AMERICANS  POLLED  ON  MARXISM,  OTHER  ISSUES 
San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  1  Dec  83  p  4A 
[Article  by  Eduardo  Castro  of  LA  NACION] 

[Excerpts]  According  to  a  poll  conducted  in  Costa  Rica,  Honduras  and  El 
Salvador  by  the  local  firm  Consultoria  Interdisciplinaria  en  Desarrollo, 

S.A.  [Interdisciplinary  Development  Consultants  Corporation]  [CID],  the 
Costa  Ricans  are  the  Central  Americans,  the  largest  percentage  of  whom 
believe  in  the  possibility  of  Marxism  controlling  the  governments  of  the 
isthmus  within  the  next  5  years. 

According  to  the  findings  of  the  polls,  middle  and  upper  class  Costa  Ricans 
are  the  most  inclined  to  believe  in  that  possibility  while  the  lower  class 
sees  this  as  less  likely. 

The  Hondurans  believe  there  is  "little  likelihood"  that  communism  will  take 
over  the  governments  in  the  area,  while  the  Salvadorans  believe  that  it  is 
improbable. 

Polls 

The  CID  polls  were  conducted  during  different  months  in  1983  in  the  three 
countries  mentioned.  In  Costa  Rica,  500  persons  were  interviewed  in 
February  in  the  Valle  Central  metropolitan  area;  in  el  Salvador,  498  persons 
were  interviewed  in  the  capital  in  July;  in  Honduras  the  poll  was  conducted 
in  August  among  700  citizens  in  Tegucigalpa  and  San  Pedro  Sula. 

Employees  of  CID,  a  firm  associated  with  the  Gallup  International  Research 
Institutes,  interviewed  adults  with  at  least  the  first  year  of  secondary 
education  and  asked  them  165  questions.  The  work  was  done  under  the  direction 
of  Dr  Carlos  F.  Denton  and  Alda  Maria  Acuna.  Each  person  interviewed  was  a 
native  of  the  country  in  which  the  poll  was  being  conducted.  Pollsters  also 
attempted  to  learn  from  these  persons  what  they  consider  their  country's  main 
problems  to  be. 

The  Hondurans  mentioned  a  possible  war  with  Nicaragua  as  their  nuln  concern 
while  the  Costa  Ricans  mentioned  problems  with  Nicaragua. 
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The  Costa  Ricans  mentioned  the  following  difficulties  (in  parenthesis  is  the 
percentage  of  those  who  gave  the  corresponding  answers) :  problems  with 
Nicaragua  in  general  (26  percent) —the  higher  the  education  level,  the 
greater  the  concern  on  this  matter;  foreign  debt  problems  (22  percent) ; 
the  country's  balance  of  trade  (12  percent) ;  opposing  political  ideologies 
(12  percent);  control  of  foreign  terrorists  (5  percent). 

In  Honduras,  the  causes  of  greatest  concern  are:  a  possible  war  with 
Nicaragua  (24  percent) ;  borders  with  El  Salvador  (21  percent) ;  overall 
relations  with  Nicaragua  (19  percent);  lack  of  trade  (18  percent) ; 
guerillas  in  neighboring  countries  and  terrorism  (15  percent) . 

In  El  Salvador  the  replies  were:  lack  of  foreign  exchange  and  incoming 
foreign  currency  (15  percent) ;  military  intervention  by  communist  countries — 
Cuba,  Nicaragua-- (11  percent);  shortages  of  imported  basic  goods  (7  percent); 
lack  of  foreign  trade  (7  percent) . 

Economy 

In  discussing  domestic  problems  in  depth  in  each  of  the  three  countries,  the 
persons  interviewed  also  expressed  concern  over  the  economic  recession. 

In  this  regard,  the  Costa  Ricans  expressed  concern  over  the  following  matters 
(the  percentages  are  placed  between  parentheses) :  the  general  economic  crisis 
(48  percent) ;  unemployment  (29  percent) ;  high  cost  of  living  (28  percent) ; 
housing  shortages  (12  percent). 

The  Hondurans  expressed  the  following  opinions:  need  for  capital  investment 
(44  percent) ;  high  cost  of  living  (16  percent);  need  to  increase  production 
(14  percent;  and  inflation  (11  percent). 

The  Salvadorans  said  the  sources  of  their  concerns  are:  general  economic 
problems  (28  percent);  rising  prices  (24  percent);  unemployment  and  lack  of 
work  (23  percent);  shortages  of  basic  necessity  products  (11  percent). 


9204 

CSO:  3248/277 


7 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN  COUNTRIES  AGREE  ON  JOINT  TOURISM  APPROACH 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  Caribbean  countries  who  have  generally  competed  against  each  other 
for  tourist  traffic,  have  agreed  on  a  joint  marketing  programme  to  woo  more 
visitors  to  the  region,  Barbados  Deputy  Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of 
Tourism  Bernard  St.  John  has  said. 

"In  the  Caribbean  it  is  very  important  to  get  across  the  concept  that  we  have 
no  way  to  go  on  an  individual  basis  and  that  our  real  future  lies  in  a  joint 
effort." 

"We  are  not  competing  really  island  for  island  against  one  another.  What 
we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  increase  the  total  volume  of  business  to  the 
Caribbean  area  first,  then  we  have  to  argue  about  the  distribution  between 
ourselves,"  St.  John  told  reporters  here  Thursday  night. 

St.  John  was  speaking  at  the  close  of  what  officials  said  was  a  historic 
landmark  in  Caribbean  tourism,  representing  the  first  attempt  by  Caribbean 
countries  to  sit  down  and  seek  to  devise  a  regional  policy  on  tourism — an 
industry  critical  to  the  regions  future.  [as  published] 

The  four  day  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the  Barbados-headquartered 
Caribbean  Tourism  Research  and  Development  Centre  (CTRC)  the  New  York-based 
Caribbean  Tourism  Association  (CTA)  brought  together  industry  officials, 
airline  representatives  and  aid  donors. 

St.  John  said  the  necessity  for  marketing  on  a  joint  basis  took  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  fact  that  the  Caribbean  as  a  whole  is  a  destination  which  is 
competing  with  other  areas  in  the  Far  East,  Africa  and  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Looking  at  the  European  market  whose  poor  performance  was  a  major  concern  of 
the  ministers,  St.  John  said  that  a  marketing  consultant  would  be  stationed 
in  the  Caribbean  to  help  hotel  associations  and  the  air  transportation  com¬ 
panies  to  understand  what  the  European  visitors  want. 

He  said  that  since  1979  the  Caribbean  had  lost  70  per  cent  of  its  European 
traffic  to  countries  in  Africa,  the  Far  East  and  Asia  where  the  cost  of  a 
holiday  for  people  from  the  continent  had  gone  down. 
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The  minister  said  this  was  because  the  strength  of  the  U.S.  dollar  to  which 
many  Caribbean  currencies  are  tied,  had  made  Caribbean  holidays  expensive 
for  Europeans. 

"It  is  no  fault  of  our  own,  it’s  just  that  our  currency  is  tied  to  the  U.S. 
and  the  value  of  their  currency  has  dropped.  (But)  all  of  the  islands  have 
recognised  that  given  the  fact  that  the  American  dollar  is  strong  the  cost 
of  a  holiday  in  the  Caribbean  vis-a-vis  an  American  has  not  been  changed 
because  of  the  currency,"  St.  John  said. 

He  said  that  a  feasibility  study  had  been  carried  out  on  the  setting  up  of 
a  Caribbean  tour  operating  company  but  the  decision  to  go  ahead  with  the 
project  does  not  lie  with  the  government  of  the  region. 

He  said  they  would  now  try  to  sell  the  idea  to  the  private  sector. 

What  was  needed  St.  John  said  was  for  the  implementation  of  a  computerised 
reservations  system  for  the  Caribbean  in  the  major  tourist  markets. 

St.  John  said  that  the  ministers  also  agreed  to  increase  the  use  of  the 
media  and  modern  telecommunications  in  the  marketing  of  tourism. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


UWI,  UNIVERSITY  OF 
Kingston  THE  DAILY 
[Text] 

A  consortium  of  grad¬ 
uate  schools  is  soon  to  be 
created  jointly  by  the  fac¬ 
ulties  of  Social  Sciences  of 
the  University  of  the  West 
Indies  and  the  University 
pf  Guyana  in  an  effon  to 
foster  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  in  the  Caribbean 
region,  a  news  release  said. 
The  consortium  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  reasonable  way  of 
integrating  prescribed  re¬ 
search  in  certain  areas  par¬ 
ticularly  that  of  technology 
research  and  policy. 

This  was  stated  by  Dr. 
Eddie  Greene,  Director  of 
the  Institute  of  Social  and 
Economic  Research  (ISER), 
as  he  spoke  at  the  closing 
session  of  a  workshop  on 
Research  and  Policy  for 
Technology  Problems  in 
the  Caribbean  on  Friday, 
December  9,  at  the  Carl 
Rattray  Training  Centre  in 
Runaway  Bay. 

Dr.  Greene  said  the 
workshop  should  be  seen 
“as  a  process  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  knowledge  and 
a  way  of  influencing  the 
implementation  of  ideas 
and  policies”,  and  its  par¬ 
ticipants  should  ensure 


CSO:  3298/323 


GUYANA  PLAN  GRADUATE  SCHOOL  CONSORTIUM 
GLEANER  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  17 


that  information  is  brought 
to  the  attention  of  those 
who  have  the  ability  to  do 
so,  mainly  through  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  ideas. 

This  could  be  done,  he 
said,  through  seminars  and 
collaboration  with  institu¬ 
tions  to  package  the  infor¬ 
mation  so  as  to  make  an 
impact. 

ISER,  he  added,  was 
itself  forming  liaisons  with 
other  agencies  to  attempt 
to  advance  knowledge  on 
Science  and  Technology 
issues  by  encouraging  and 
sponsoring  future  research 
in  priority  areas. 

This  workshop  is  the 
final  in  a  series  of  four 
“Technology  Workshop 
Projects”  funded  by  the 
International  Research  and 
.Development  Centre 
(IDRC),  Canada. 

They  were  established 
to  assist  developing  coun¬ 
tries  in  building  up  and 
expanding  the  skills  and 
experience  of  policy-mak¬ 
ers  and  administrators  who 
can  both  draw  on  available 
research  results  and  gener¬ 
ate  new  information  when 
making  decisions  to  ex¬ 


ploit  the  potential  of  tech¬ 
nology  for  social  and 
economic  development.  . 

Three  similar 
workshops  were  staged  in 
East  Africa  (Tanzania), 
Francophone  West  Africa 
(Senegal)  and  Anglophone  | 
West  Africa  (Liberia)  be¬ 
tween  April  1982  and  April 
1983.  In  each  instance,  the 
IDRC  collaborated  with  a 
local  institution  (usually  a 
Depanment  of  a  Universi¬ 
ty)  concerned  with  re¬ 
search  and  technology 
issues.  In  the  Caribbean’s 
case,  the  collaborating  in¬ 
stitute  was  the  ISER. 

Lasting  for  a  month 
(November  12  to  Decem¬ 
ber  10)  the  workshop  at- 
tracted  some  25 
economists,  engineers,  nat-  i 
ural  scientists,  analysts,  re¬ 
searchers,  policy-makers 
and  planners  from  Antigua, 
Barbados,  Guyana  Jamaica 
and  Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

The  curriculum  includ¬ 
ed  learning  how  to  deal 
with  technology  policy  is¬ 
sues  at  the  level  of  re¬ 
search,  policy-making  and 
day-to-day  administration; 
undertaking  a  research 
project  (participants  inves- 


..tigated  the  use  of  low,  or 
high,  technolo^  by  local 
enterprises);  and  dis¬ 
cussions  on  the  appropri- 
ateness,  or 
inappropriateness,  of  for¬ 
eign  technology  for  Third 
World  countries  insofar  as 
development  is  concerned. 

Nine  lecturers  . —  six 
from  the  Caribbean,  two 
from  Latin  America,  and 
one  based  from  the  United 
Kingdom  —  provided  in¬ 
struction  for  the  course. 
Among  them  were  Jamai¬ 
can  economists  Mr.  Nor¬ 
man  Girvan,  Senior 
Transnational  Affairs  Offi¬ 
cer,  with  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Center,  for  Trans¬ 
national  Studies;  and  Dr. 
Omar  Davies,  Lecturer  at 
the  ,UWI. 

Some  felt  that  the 
workshop  would  have 
made  more  impact  if  top- 
level  managers  and  indus¬ 
trialists  from  the  private 
'sector  —  the  individuals 
who  were  directly  involved 
in  technology-related  deci¬ 
sion-making  —  as  well  as 
practising  scientists  and 
technologists,  had  been  in¬ 
vited. 
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INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 

CARICOM  STATISTICAL  PROGRAM— Georgetown,  Dec.  16,  (CANA):  The  Caribbean 
Community  (CARICOM)  Secretariat  has  embarked  on  a  programme  to  encourage 
member  states  to  improve  their  collection  of  both  production  and  marketing 
statistics.  Senior  marketing  officer  Winston  Smith  said  here  this  is  being 
done  through  the  holding  of  a  series  of  seminars  in  the  various  countries  in 
the  13-member  integration  movement.  Smith  said  the  programme  is  also  aimed 
at  making  farmers  and  marketing,  in  order  to  ensure  that  there  is  overall 
benefit  from  intra  regional  trade.  [Excerpt]  [Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER 
in  English  20  Dec  83  p  5] 


CSO: 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ANGUILLA 


BRIEFS 


CDB  DEVELOPMENT  LOAN — The  tiny  British  Caribbean  colony ,  Anguilla  (pop. 

6  500)  is  borrowing  US$0.7  million  from  the  Barbados-based  Caribbean  Develop¬ 
ment  Bank  (CDB)  for  the  development  of  agriculture,  industry  and  tourism  an 
the  promotion  of  higher  education,  the  CDB  has  announced.  The  CDB  said  it 
was  the  first  loan  to  the  35  square  mile  island  which  became  a  full  member 
of  the  bank  in  May  1982.  The  equivalent  of  EC$300  000  (one  EC  dollar  equals 
37  cents  U.S.)  was  paid  last  November  30  to  the  Government  as  the  initial 
tranche  of  US$0.7  million.  Of  the  total  sum  EC$1.02  million 
for  Industrial  credit  and  tourism  EC$600  000  for  agriculture  and  EC$270  000 
to  finance  a  students  loan  scheme.  The  loan,  which  will  be  administered  by 
the  state-run  Anguilla  Development  Board  (ADB)  will  be  at  four  per  cent 
interest,  with  a  five-year  grace  period  and  repayment  over  the  following 
15  years.  In  addition  to  the  provision  of  development  financing,  the  CDB 
is  helping  Anguilla  to  improve  the  operations  of  the  ADB  through  systems 
development  and  staff  training.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in 
English  20  Dec  83  p  2] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


ADAMS:  NEW  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  U.S.  NEEDED  AFTER  GRENADA 


Bridgetovm  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  38 


[Text]  fBRITAIN.  Canada  and  the  “new 
;CaribbeeD“  may  have  to  work 
rout  special  relationships  with  the 
iUnitM  States,  iust  as  Britain 
^does  with  the  European 
Economic  Community  (EEC). 

i  The  (pinion  was  sounded  in 
ilfOndon  by  Barbados*  Prime 
^Minister,  Mr.  Tom  Adams,  when 
'lie  addressed  the  Royal  Com- 
[monwealth  Society  last  Friday, 
t  Mr.  Adams  was  examining 
fwhat  he  considered  as  the  new 
relationships,  which  could  be  ex- 
i>ected  to  arise  in  the  Com- 
inonwealth,  in  the  wake  of  recent 
levents  in  Grenada. 

Speaking  before  a  mixed  au> 

dience  in  the  British  capital,  the 
Barbados  Prime  Minister,  who 
,  was  in  the  vanguard  of  efforts  to 
restore  peace  and  constitutional 
I  rule  in  the  Eastern  Caribbean 
state,  following  the  October 
“Palace  Coup*’  and  slaying  of 
Prime  Minister  Maurice  Bishop 
and  his  cabinet  ministers,  said  it 
was  “to  fly  in  the  face  of  Eastern 
Caribbean  reality. “  to  classify 
the  United  States-backed 
military  intervention  an  another 
super  ^wer  adventure. 

He  said  whatever  term  (inva¬ 
sion,  intervention,  or  rescue  mis¬ 


sion.)  was  used  to  describe  the 
liberation  of  Grenada  from  a 
vicious  and  unwanted  re^me, 
the  happening  was  wildly 
^^popular  among  all  immediately 
inoncemed. 

^  *rhe  American  troops  were 
welcomed  in  St.  George’s  as 
'liberators,  and  resolutions  of 
support  were  carried 
unanimously  in  all  parliaments  of 
the  participating  Eastern  Carib¬ 
bean  states. 


With  the  exception  of  Guyana, 
{the  regional  press  also  firmly 
{supported  the  intervention,  and 
Adams  disclosed  that  an  opi¬ 
nion  poU.  carried  out  in  Grenada 
^tself  by  perhaps  the  most  anti- 
Ipdministration  of  the  American 
television  networks,  showed  91 
liercent  support  for  the  action. 

•  Prime  Minister  Adams  also 
^ealt  with  reaction  from  the  New 
Delhi  Commonweath  Prime 
Ministers’  conference,  and  while 
he  regretted  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  ^d  not  taken  an  active  role 
in  Grenada,  he  said  it  was  pro¬ 
bably  a  result  of  “political 
vacuum  created  by  Britain,*’  that 
the  United  States  was  now 
'  visibly  in  the  Caribbean. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


DLP  LEADER  RESPONDS  TO  CHARGE  PARTY  ERRED  ON  GRENADA  STAND 

Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  4 

[Article  by  Erskine  Sandiford,  deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition] 


[Text]  IT  IS  JUST  not  true  to  say  that  In 
giving  support,  “Critical”  or  otherwise, 
to  the  government  resolution  on  the 
Grenada  matter,  the  (^position 
“misjudged  the  mood  of  the  Barbadian 
public  at  large.” 

If  any  misjudgement  occurred,  as 
Henry  Christopher  claims  in  his 
regular  column  in  the  Sunday  Advocate 
of  December  4, 1983,  it  would  have  been 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  which 
was  clearly  hoping  that  the  Opixwition 
would  have  been  entrapped  on  the 
horns  of  some  dilemma  and  would  have 
voted  against  the  resolution. 

Having  been  frustrated  in  that  hope, 
Henry  C^istopher  and  the  government 
are  now  seeking  refuge  In  splitting 
hairs  over  wheSier  the  Opposition’s 
support  was  full  and  “unreserved”,  or 
whether  it  was  “critical”. 

The  background  briefly  is  that  on 
Tuesday,  November  15,  1983,  the 
government  introduced  a  resolution 
which  basically  condemned  the 
atrocities  in  Grenada,  recited  the 
events  leading  up  to  the  intervention  of 
the  multi-national  forces,  and  called 
iqwn  the  House  of  Assembly  to  do  two 
things  through  the  fpllowing  operative 
clauses: 

“BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  this 
Honourable  House  places  on  record  its 
unreserved  condemnation  of  the  series 
of  acts  which  created  the  anarchical 
conditions; 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED 
that  this  Honourable  House  records  its 
approval  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
(Mvemment  of  Barbados  in  responding 
quickly  to  the  request  of  the 
Organisation  of  the  Eastern  Caribbean 
States  so  as  to  prevent  further  loss  of 
life  and  abuses  of  human  rights  and  to 
restore  conditions  of  tranquility  and 


orderly  government  for  the  people  of 
Grenada.” 

Almost  a  full  month  before  that 
resolution  saw  the  light  of  day,  and 
even  before  the  government  on  its  own 
admission  had  made  up  its  mind  on  a 
positive  and  legally  justifiable  course  of 
action,  the  Democratic  Labour  Party 
had  shown  the  way  in  nc  uncertain 
terms  by  means  of  a  statement,  con¬ 
demning  the  “inhuman  and  disvaceful 
events”  in  Grenada,  and  calling  for 
“immediate  international  action  to 
relieve  the  Grenadian  people  from  the 
scourge  of  stalinist  dictatorship.” 

So  both  the  Opposition  and  the 
Government,  in  that  order,  condemned 
the  atrocities.  Both  also  indicated  the 
need  for  international  action.  In  those 
circumstances,  how  can  Henry 
Christopher  argue  that  the  government 
is  in  tune  with  the  mood  of  the  public, 
but  that  the  opposition  is  not?  The  many 
expressions  of  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  received  from  the  public 
in  respect  of  the  stand  taken  by  the 
Democratic  Labour  Party  both  in 
Parliament  and  outside  fortifies  us  in 
the  belief  that  our  party  is  in  tune  with 
the  mood  of  the  Barbadian  public. 

In  the  same  article,  Henry 
Christopher  makes  the  charge  that 
“...^e  DLP  has  come  across  to  the 
public  as  being  unwiUing  to  sink  par¬ 
tisan  political  differences  on  certain 
occasions.”  It  is  most  ironical  that  such 
a  comment  could  have  been  made  in 
relation  to  the  Grenada  affair!  I  am 
unaware  that  any  consultations  took 
place  with  the  Opposition  on  the 
proposed  intervention  of  the 
multinational  forces,  including  Bar¬ 
badian  forces,  into  Grenada.  It  is  also 
still  apparently  not  clear  whether  the 
most  strenuous  or  best  efforts  were 
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made  by  the  government  to  effect  that 
communication  and  consultation! 

Be  that  as  It  may,  the  government 
had  ample  opportunity  to  make 
amends,  and  to  show  its  genuine 
commitment  to  the  jnwiesses  of  con¬ 
sultation,  and  to  the  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished  of  sinking 
“partisan  |Mlitical  differences  on 
certain  occasions,"  All  the  government 
had  to  do  in  this  regard  was  to  give  the 
Opposition  not  special,  but  regular  or 
adequate  parliamentary  notice  that  it 
intended  on  Tuesday,  November  15  to 
have  a  full-blown  debate  on  the 
:  Grenada  matter,  with  full  coverage  by 
radio,  TV  or  s^tever. 

Instead,  on  that  date,  and  on  a  matter 
of  such  importance  that  its  implicattons 
and  ramincati(ni8  reverberated  in  the 
halls  of  the  Security  Council  and 
General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Nations,  as  well  as  in  the  m^r  capitals 
of  the  world,  the  Barbados  Goyemment 
saw  it  fit  to  stage  a  virtual  impromptu 
debate  (impTMnpty  for  the  Opjwsitlon, 
that  is)  in  the  House  of  Assembly  on  a 
^resolution,  the  text  of  which  the 
^Opposition  Members  in  Parliament  had 
given  no  real  notice  of! 
t  Is  that  an  example  of  parliamentary 
democracy  at  wort?  la  that  what  Henry 
Christoirfier  means  by  sinking  “par¬ 
tisan  political  diffemices  on  certain 
occasions?  So  much  for  the  BartwdM 
Labour  Party  in  government! 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  Barbados 
Labour  Party  in  OK»o8itlon  and  remind 
Henry  Chri^^er  of  that  party’s 
record  for  sinking  “partisan  political 
differences  on  certain  occasions.”  The 
time  of  the  stru^e  for  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Bartodos  in  the  mid 
1960s  was  one  such  occasion,  a  time 
when  “the  very  existence  of  the  nation 
was  at  stake.”  The  Democratic  Labour 
Party  government  proposed  that 
Barbados  should  no  longer  delay  the 
sheddinK  of  its  colonial  status,  but  that 
it  should  grasp  its  nationhood  and 
become  a  sin^e,  sovereign  ,  in¬ 
dependent  nation.  Did  the  Barbados 
Labour  Party  Opposition  sink  its 
partisan  political  differences  txi  that 
occasion  in  the  interest  of  forging  a 
national  consensus?  No!  Rather  ^t 
party  pursued  its  opposition  and  its 
political  partisanship  to  the  hilt! 

It  should  have  been  clear  to  everyone 
that,  if  Barbados  was  to  shoulder  its 
responsibilities  as  a  sovereign,  in- 
depmdent  state,  it  had  to  estab&h  and 
maintain  some  form  of  defence  over 
and  above  the  purely  domestic  law  and 
order  activities  of  the  Police  Force. 


During  the  period  1971  to  1978,  the 
Democratic  Labour  Party  government 
took  steps  towards  the  establishment  of 
arrangements  for  the  defence  and 
security  of  Barbados. 

The  Democratic  Labour  Party 
clearly  set  out  Itepoaitlon  on  the  matter 
of  the  Defence  Force  in  its  manifesto 
for  the  1981  general  election.  As  Shadow 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Defence 
and  National  Security,  I  wish  to  Restate 
that  position  once  ag^.  The  party  is 
conscious  that  the  present  reality  of  the 
world  is  one  of  an  increase  in  saMtage, 

:  adventurism,  terrorism  and  guerrula 
t  activities.  The  party  is  also  doisdous 
'  that  there  is  no  shortage  of  indidduals 
and  paramilitary  groiqM  ready  te  incite 
insurrection  and  promote  political 
instabUity.  i 

In  these  circumstances  the  party  is 
pledged  to  maintain  a  small,  highly 
trained  and  effective  disciplined 
Defence  Force  for  the  following  pur¬ 
poses; 

(1)  To  repel  external  aggressbn  and 
threats  to  our  sovereignty  bid  in¬ 
dependence; 

(2)  To  protect  the  democratic  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  state  from  «ny  at¬ 
tempts  to  overthrow  the  legally  con¬ 
stituted  government  by  force  of  arms; 

(3)  To  support  the  civil  poi^er  in 
cases  of  any  severe  breakdown  of  law 
and  order;  and 

(4)  To  provide  a  bodv  of  disciplined 
persons  in  case  of  need  arising  out  of 
national  disasters. 

At  the  same  time  the  Party  is  con¬ 
scious  that  the  power  of  armies  can  be 
misused.  We  are  fully  conscious  that 
the  newly  independent  couhtries, 
particularly  the  small  ones,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fragile  and  open  to  dangers 
from  direct  assault,  guerrilla  activities, 
and  from  the  coup  d^t.  Iherefore  we 
are  advocating  a  small  force  that  will 
not  cut  too  deeply  into  the  nhtlonal 
resources,  and  which  will  be  well 
schooled  in  its  duties  to  the  civil  {power. 

.1  hope  that  this  exposition  will  lay  the 
rest  the  accusation  by  {Henry 
Christopher  and  those  like  him 
claim  without  Justification  that  the 
Democratic  Labour  Party  is  ombsed  to 
'  a  Defence  Force  for  Barbados.  What  we 
will  continue  to  insist  upon  is  thit  such 
a  force  must  be  accountatde  to 
Parliament,  and  that  its  depldymmit 
must  be  subject  to  parliamcntai7 
scrutiny.  After  all,  we  are  a  dembciatic 
party  by  name  and  nature,  and  w^  must 
take  all  possible  steps  to  ensure  ihat  all 
of  our  institutions  are  responsive  to 
democratic  controls. 
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PAPER  NOTES  DANGERS  INHERENT  IN  GAIRY  RETURN  TO  GRENADA 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  18  Dec  83  p  4 
[Editorial] 


[Text] 

SIR  Eric  Gairy  has  accused  Caribbean  leaders 

Earbados  exempted)  of  conspiring  to  prevent 
s  return  to  Grenada.  Apparently,  be  is 
thinking  of  seeking  re-election  to  leadership 
when  Grenadians  return  to  the  polls  nert  yew. 

Such  a  decision  may  be  valiant  on  his  part. 
It  is  not  particularly  discreet.  Sir  Me  is  clearly 
not  conv^ced  that  discretion  is  the  better  part 

of  valour.  ,  , 

In  the  best  interest  of  Grenada,  however, 
he  should  be  persuaded  to  remain  in 
Washington.  There  he  can  study  the  reports  ol 
UnidentiGed  Flying  Objects  to  his  heaii  s  con¬ 
tentment.  And  who  knows  what  he  may 
discover? 

But  to  return  to  Grenada  would  pose  a 
number  of  problems  which,  at  this  stage,  pro¬ 
mise  considerable  harm.  i  j., 

The  first  of  these  problems  has  already 
been  set.  It  is  whether  or  not  he  should  be  allow¬ 
ed  entry.  Legally,  we  imagine,  there  is  no  bar¬ 


rier.  The  ball  lies  rather  in  his  court:  does  he 
really  welcome  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  his 
administration  ...  for  the  second  time? 

Would  the  Interim  Government  institute 
such  an  investigation?  If  so,  is  there  any  danger 
of  raising  a  social  hornet’s  nest  likely  to  exacer¬ 
bate  the  already  delicate  situation  in  that 

island?  ,  .  .  .u  » 

Again,  if  there  is  no  such  action  by  the  In¬ 
terim  Government  —  and,  to  us,  such  a  *tep 
would  seem  to  be  outside  their  scope  —  would 
he  be  permitted  to  enter  the  lists?  .  o 

And  if  he  entered  and  won,  what  then? 
Back  to  square  one. 

It  would  seem  to  us  a  case  for  tocreet 
pressure  on  Sir  Eric.  Such  pressure  should  come 
from  those  whose  opinion  he  is  kno«m 
respect.  And  there  must  be  no  glare  of  pubbcitv 
or  nunour.  There  is  a  great  deal  at  stake,  and 
not  only  for  Grenada. 
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UNION  WARNS  OF  ’SOCIAL  PROBLEMS’  OVER  UNEMPLOYMENT  FUND 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text] 

There  will  be  “social  problems’'  if  Government 
does  not  take  steps  to  make  it  easier  for  persons  who 
made  contributions  to  the  Unemployment  Fund  to 
collect  benefits  after  they  have  been  laid  off. 

This  warning  has  been  given  by  General  Secretarv 
of  the  Barbados  Workers^  Union  (BWU)  Mr.  Frank 
Walcott. 

Speaking  at  the  union’s  weekly  Press  Conference 
last  Friday  at  Solidarity  House,  Mr.  Walcott 
responded  to  a  question  as  to  what  provision  the 
would  be  making  for  the  hundreos  of  workers  who 
have  been  laid  off  in  the  manufacturing  sector  by 
pointing  out  that  Government  has  collected  over  $10 
million  through  its  Unemployment  Levy. 

He  declared  that  the  conditions  under  which 
workers  who  had  involuntarily  contributed  to  the 
fund  could  collect  benefits  after  they  had  been  laid  off 
were  very  difficult,  and  there  were  “too  many 
restrictions.” 

“If  you  make  the  payment  of  benefits  from  such  an 
unemployment  fund  so  difficult  there  will  be  a  social 
problem,”  Mr  Walcott  said 

WTien  pressed  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  “social 
problem^’  Mr.  Walcott  emphasised  thal  he  didn’t 
“anticipate  unrest”  but  he  added:  “When  you  can’t 
feed  your  children  or  send  them  to  school,  that  is  a 
serious  problem  which  will  have  far  wider  im¬ 
plications.” 

The  union  leader  declared  that  the  “problems  are 
myriad,  I  can’t  tell  you  where  they  will  end.” 

He  said  that  whenever  a  person  became  unem¬ 
ployed,  it  had  to  be  considered  a  serious  problem  for 
himself,  his  family  and  the  immediate  community. 


"We  at  the  union  are  very  concerned  whenever  a 
wage  earner  is  without  employment,”  Mr.  Walcott 
stated. 

He  said  that  there  were  about  110  000  people  in 
Barbados  for  whom  employment  had  to  be  found  and 
this  was  a  fact  that  any  employment  policy  had  to 
deal  with. 

However,  Mr.  Walcott  pointed  out  that  there  will 
always  be  “cyclical  unemployment”  and  therefore 
some  provision  had  to  be  made  for  this  through  the 
setting  up  of  unemployment  funds  or  similar  devices, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  provision  also  had  to  be  made 
for  those  who  had  made  contributions  to  receive  their 
due  benefits  without  any  difficulties. 

“We  have  to  live  with  the  reality  of  short-term 
crises,”  he  said. 

When  asked  whether  .he  favoured  Government 
granting  support  to  toher  sectors  of  local  industry,  in 
addition  to  sugar,  Mr.  Walcott  said  he  was  not 
prepared  to  make  a  statement  on  this  but  he  noted 
that  if  Government  gave  support  to  one  industry  it 
would  be  forced  to  consider  giving  support  toothers  if 
it  did  not  want  to  find  itself  “pressed  against  the 
political  consequences  of  the  situation.” 

The  BW’U  chief  also  said  that  for  some  time  he  has 
been  stating  that  the  local  garment  industrv  was  in  a 
poor  state  of  health  and  required  proper 
examination. 

He  stated  that  those  involved  in  this  sector  should 
not  have  waited  until  there  was  a  crisis,  as  at 
present,  but  should  have  already  examined  them¬ 
selves  realistically  to  see  whether  they  could  meet 
the  conditions  of  today  and  the  competition  they  have 
to  eventually  fate. 
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FORMER  MINISTER  DON  BLACKMAN  MAY  LOSE  BLP  MEMBERSHIP 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text] 


government  MP,  Dr.  Don  Blackman,  who 
lost  his  Cahinet  portfolio  last  September,  now 
faces  losing  membership  Itself  of  the  ruling 
Barbados  Labour  Party  (BLP.) 

Party  sources  say  that  the  BLP  s  rank  and  file 
membersliip.  disturbed  by  Dr.  Kackman  s  recent  at¬ 
tacks  against  Government,  wants  the  former  Minister 
of  Health  to  declare  his  hand,  and  stafte  whether  he 
wants  to  remain  on  the  back  bench  or  cross  to  the  Op- 

positmnside^  BLP  member  denied  reports  that  there 
was  a  coordinated  effort  to  expell  Dr.  Blactaian  from 
the  party,  but  said  the  executive  council  hac  reco^is- 
ed  a  general  feeling  within  the  party  that  the  BLP 

would  be  better  off  without  him. 

“If  Dr  Blackman  wants  to  leave  the  party,  he  has  our  blessings. 
He  can  join  the  DemocraUc  Labour  Party  (DLP).  or  form  \ns  o^  par¬ 
ty.  But  he  should  let  the  public  know  what  he  mtrads  if 

well  have  to  give  away  the  seat  (St.  Michael  East)  to 
he  goes,  but  ^der  the  present  conditions,  we  are  going  nowhere,  the 

^^^^ere  are  still  conflicting  reports  as  to  wh^her  Blackman 
tendered  his  resignation,  or  was  fired  by  the  I^une  Nhmster,  but 
when  the  revocation  of  his  Cabinet  appomtment  was  cf ficia Jy  an- 
nounced.  Dr.  Blackman  met  with  Opposition  leader  Emrf  Barrow 
and  later  told  new  reporters,  he  had  crossed  the  Rubiccji.  meaning 
there  was  no  chance  of  reconciling  the  differences  between  himself 
and  the  party’s  leadership. 

S^^ousto*.  t-B-  Brathwaile,  agatoat  hliatarmg 

Tzior^irmnn  IflvRlled  Hsainst  the  minister  on  November  22.  Since  men 

the  rift  between  the  former  minister  and  his  parliamentar>’  colleagues 

^artv  wurces  told  the  SUNDAY  SUN  that  if  the  former  mmister 
*ri  rfimnin  in  their  oartv  ‘-for  the  benefit  of  the  party,  it 
be  a  good  thing,  but  the,  accti^hiiBof  chaUanging  the  policies 

“tSSSam  K&rt.h,  b<«.lng  .... 

ters  in  his  constituency  in  public.  Under 

anack  {he  ^eminent  o"  the  IMF  Grena^  or  a  number  of  other 

closed  doors,  but  when  we  go  to  parliament  we  should  be  going  as  a 
united  front,”  the  senior  party  officer  said. 

Dr  Blackman  at  first  would  not  comment  on  the  report^  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  WmouVof  the  party,  which  he  has  been  assoceted  with 
She  wfs  a  schoolboy,  e^t  to  s.iy  he  was  not  “eware  of  what 

P?L^^”further,  however,  he  said:  "In  politics,  anythin;  is  possi¬ 
ble" 
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RESCUE  OPERATION  ON  TAP  FOR  BELEAGUERED  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

Help  for  Small  Farmers 

Bridgetown  THE  WEEKEND  NATION  in  English  9  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  The  Government  is  prepared  to  take  steps  to  ensure  that  small 
farmers  continue  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  sugar  industry,  said  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Dr.  Johnny  Cheltenham  yesterday. 

He  lamented  the  fact  that  many  small  farmers  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities  offered  under  the  price  support  to  the  sugar  industry  last 
year. 

Mr.  Cheltenham  said:  "They  showed  stout  resistance  to  a  loan  even  though 
it  could  have  been  converted  to  a  grant.  And  we  saw  a  dramatic  decline  in 
the  contribution  to  the  national  output  to  the  Industry  by  the  small  farmers." 

He  said  that  not  long  ago,  the  small  farmers’  contribution  had  been  put  at 
15  percent.  He  believed  it  was  not  more  than  nine  percent  now,  and  the  trend 
was  downward. 

The  agriculture  minister,  however  hoped  that  this  trend  would  be  reversed. 

He  said  it  had  been  decided  this  year  that  small  farmers  were  those  who 
produced  upwards  of  400  tonnes  of  gross  cane  in  the  1983  harvest.  They 
would  receive  an  outright  payment  to  bring  their  total  receipts  to  64.75 
cents  per  kilogram  of  sugar. 

Dr.  Cheltenham  pointed  out  that  to  ease  the  small  farmers'  problems,  it  was 
proposed  to  engage  at  least  three  grower  liaison  officers,  furnished  with 
transport  and  communications  equipment,  and  also  the  introduction  of  har¬ 
vesting  schedules  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  stale  cane  and  increase  haul¬ 
age  and  harvesting  equipment. 
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[Editorial] 


[Text] 


Minister  of  Agriculture  Dr. 
Richard  Cheltenham  has  em¬ 
phasised  the  importance  of  me 
sugar  industry  to  Barbados.  He  has 
also  stressed  the  absolute 
necessity  for  the  industry  to  solve 
its  internal  problems  many  of 
which  were  self-inflicted. 

Dr.  Cheltenham  was  speaking  at 
a  meeting  of  cane  growers  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel  —  a  meeting  which 
came  in  the  wake  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  introduction  to  the 
legislature  of  the  $10  million  19M 
Sugar  Price  Support  Formula  and 
sharp  criticism  from  the  Op¬ 
position  that  the  taxpayers  were 
bdng  asked  to  support  the  wealthy 
people  of  Barbados. 

Tne  sugar  industry  in  Barbados 
has  been  plagued  by  numerous 
problems  during  the  past  few 
decades  and  a  number  of 
modifications  have  had  to  be  made 
to  ensure  its, survival.  A  major  re¬ 
organisation  of  the  industry  has 
b^n  accomplished  this  year  with 
Barbados  Sugar  Factories  Limited 
and  the  Barbados  Sugar 
Producers’  Association  being 
merged  to  form  Barba^  Sugar 
Industry  Limited.  It  is  hoped  that 
tWs  amalgamation  will  streamline 
the  operation  and  avoid  duplication 
in  some  areas.  Hopefully,  this  will 
result  in  a  cost  saving. 

Factory  capacity  has  been 
systematically  increased  with 
modernisation  and  m^ification 
and  with  the  construction  of  the 
new  Portvale  Factory  in  St. 
James.  It  is  probably  the  most 
modern  factorar  in,  the  Caribbean 
area,  but  it  still  presents  sortie 
problems.  ■  ,  «  .  „ 

Problems  adversely  affwtmg 
the  sugar  iwlustry  in  Barbados 
include:  misuse  and  damage  to 
eauipment  by  careless  or  inex¬ 
perienced  operators,  slow  service 
Snd  maintenance,  extraneous 
matter  in  reaped  canes.  Ttas  last 
creates  problems  in  the  factoiy 
with  greiater  attention  having  to  be 


paid 'to  cleaning  and  processing, 
and  increased  possibilities  of 
damage.  Down  time  during  the 
harvest  season  as  a  result  of  such 
damage  is  a  hard  blow  for  the 
industry  to  take. 

Significantly,  Dr.  Cheltenham 
announced  a  rescue  attempt  for 
small  cane  farmers.  These  sinall 
scale  operators  have  been  having 
severe  problems  getting  their 
canes  reaped  and  delivered  to  the 
factories.  In  spite  of  tjie  special 
services  for  tillage,  reaping  and 
transport  most  are  unable  to  make 
a  profit.  Several  have  quit  sugar 
farming  altogether.  But  the  even 
more  serious  development  is  that 
those  who  have  quit  have  left  their 
lands  idle,,  unused  for  other 
production.  Small  farmers  will 
have  an  adjustment  in  the  pricing 
system  and  reaping  and  delivery 
services  will  be  upgraded. 

The  Government  will  guarantee 
a  $10  million  bond  issue  to  be 
floated  by  Barbados  Sugar  In¬ 
dustry  Limited.  The  guarantee  will 
be  conditional  on  assurances  from 
Barbados  Sugar  Industry  Limited 
of;  .... 

—  Installation  of  imbibition 
water  metering  services  and  juice 
scales  in  at  least  four  factories  in 
time  for  1984  crop  and  in  the 
remaining  factories  prior  to  the 
1985  crop;  .  ■ 

—  Engagement  of  at  least  three 
grower  liaison  officers  adequately 
furnished  with  transport  and 
communications  equipment  and 
the  introduction  of  harvesting 
schedules  designed  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  stale  cane; 

— Continuation  of  the  green  cane 
incentive  scheme  and  introduction 
of  measures  designed  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  cane  fires  in  the 
Easter  period; 

—  Steps  taken  to  assist  .the  small 
holdier  and  to  contribute  to  the 
transfer  of  ownership  of  plantation 
tenantries,  and 
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—  Modernisation  of  the  industry 
job  classification  system. 

Dr.  Cheltenham  has  urged  that 
wages  negotiations  be  started  and 
concluded  with  despatch  so  that 
reaping  of  the  crop  can  start  early. 
He  warned  that  the  industry  was 
still  suffering  from  the  late  start  of 
three  years  ago.  That  late  start 
was  conditioned  by  protracted 
wages  negotiations. 

With  all  its  knotty  problems, 
sugar  cane  is  still  the  most  im- 


iffortant  agricultural  crop  in 
Barbados  —  both  from  an 
economic  and  an  ecological  point 
of  view.  We  had  better  come  to 
terms  with  this  fact  and  minimise 
the  political  and  emotional 
manoeuvrings  that  have 
characterised  its  management 
within  the  past  several  years.  Let 
us  talk  less  about  the  “few  rich 
people”  and  concentrate  instead  on 
the  thousands  of  who  rely  on  sugar 
to  make  a  living. 


Cane  Fires 
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[Text] 


BARBADIAN  fire  bugs  have 
been  at  work  again.  With  the 
sugar  crop  some  three  weeks  off. 
there  have  been  five  cane  fires 
reported  so  far. 

According  to  acting  Fire  Chief, 
Mr.  William  Jones  this  is  a  bad 
sign  for  the  hard  pressed  sugar 
industry. 

He  noted  that  Barbadians 
should  not  throw  valuable 
foreign  exchange  down  the  drain 
just  because  of  selfish  ideas. 

He  was  some  what  pessimistic 
about  pranksters  reading  about 
fires  wnich  were  reported  in  the 


news,  and  then  going  off  to  light 
the  fields. 

He  said  he  was  hoping  for  the 
cooperation  of  all  as  the  crop 
draws  near  in  having  a  fire  free 
harvest. 

In  trying  to  prevent  the  high 
number  of  fires  that  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year,  three ,  estates 
set  up  fire  detection  towers 
which  resulted  in  the  reduction 
of  cane  Bres. 

The  three  towers  are  a  ten 
footer  at  Boarded  Hall  Plantation, 
a  25  footer  on  Benn  Hill  overlook¬ 
ing  Bennetts  Plantation.  St. 


James  and  another  standing  40 
feet  tall  at  Applewhaites  Planta¬ 
tion,  St.  Thomas. 

Through  the  vigilance  of  the 
persons  maiming  the  towers  on  a 
24-hour  basis,  a  number  of  fires 
were  spotted,  and  through  com¬ 
munication  from  the  towers  to 
the  plantations,  water  carts 
were  able  to  extinguish  them. 

This  action  has  been  done  on 
numerous  occasions,  since  then 
and  many  acres  have  been 
spared  the  destructive  fury  of 
the  firebugs. 


Price  Support  Details 
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[Text]  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Dr.  Richard  Cheltenham,  yesterday  outlined 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  how  the  $10  million  price  support  for  the  sugar 
industry  would  work,  how  the  money  would  be  paid,  and  some  of  the  conditions 
of  the  support. 


After  speaking  on  the  assistance  which  will  be  given  to  small  farmers.  Dr. 
Cheltenham  told  the  chamber  that  all  sugar  growers  with  outstanding  bank 
debts  would  have  their  share  of  the  support  credited  to  their  bank. 

Others,  he  added,  would  be  paid  direct  as  was  the  case  last  year,  when  the 
industry  was  first  given  support  of  this  nature.  In  addition,  the  minister 
made  it  clear  that  all  farmers  who  ceased  to  grow  canes  after  1983  would  not 
be  entitled  to  support,  but  if  the  land  was  transferred  to  another  who  grew 
sugar  cane,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to  some  support. 

One  of  the  conditions  of  the  support.  Dr.  Cheltenham  added,  was  that 
Barbados  Sugar  Factories  Limited  (BSFL)  will  have  to  install  water  metering 
devices  and  juice  scales,  in  four  of  its  six  sugar  factories  for  the  1984 
sugar  harvest  and  in  all  six  by  1985.  This,  he  added,  was  necessary  to 
improve  process  control. 
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The  minister  acknowledged  that  a  number  of  tenants  of  plantations  who  are 
entitled  to  purchase  the  land  on  which  they  now  live  as  a  result  of  ^cent 
legislation,  had  not  yet  received  title  deeds  and,  as  a  condition,  BSFL 
will  have  to  assist  in  the  speeding  up  of  this  process. 

The  modernisation  of  job  classification  in  the  sugar  industry  has  also  been 
linked  to  the  provision  of  price  support.  Dr.  Cheltenham  revealed. 


Spelling  out  further  the  price  support.  Dr.  Cheltenham  stated  that  it  was 
being  done  through  budget  financing  and  no  one  should  get  the  impression 
that  money  was  coming  from  the  Treasury  and  going  to  the  sugar  industry. 

"All  we  are  doing  is  backing  the  issue,"  he  added.  This  will  have  to  be 
redeemed  by  1990, 


Before  concluding.  Dr.  Cheltenham  made  it  clear  that  the  sugar  industry 
should  realise  that  there  was  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  debt  it  could  absorb 
because  too  much  debt  would  have  a  similar  effect  to  no  assistance  being 
given  in  the  first  place. 

Arcusations  Aaainst  DLP 
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[Text]  The  Opposition  Democratic  Labour  Party  (DLP)  was  yesterday  accused 
of  having  a  reckless  land  policy  during  its  tenure  and  almost  causing  the 
demise  of  the  sugar  industry. 


According  to  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Dr.  Richard  Cheltenham,  even  in  the 
Opposition  today,  the  DLP  did  not  have  any  regard  for  the  industry.  He 
added  that  the  party  would  force  the  demise  of  the  Industry  although  they 
did  not  have  anything  with  which  to  replace  it. 


He  said  it  was  not  until  1976  when  the  Barbados  Labour  Party  (BLP)  came 
to  power  that  the  McGregor  Commission  was  established  to  look  into  the 
problems  of  the  sugar  industry— caused  mainly  by  the  policies  of  the  DL  . 

Dr.  Cheltenham  charged  that  dozens  of  estates  were  taken  out  of  production 
and  allowed  to  remain  idle  until  someone  came  along  and  offered  a  price. 


Morale 

The  year  1976  found  the  industry  with  very  low  morale  and  an  acute  depres¬ 
sion,  the  result  of  15  years  of  no  policy,  he  added. 

The  first  step  of  the  then  new  administration,  he  added,  was  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  McGregor  Commission,  followed  by  the  taking  of  steps  to  see  that 
the  industry  survived  into  the  21st  Century. 


The  Minister  of  Agriculture  said  it  was 
the  industry  were  the  result  of  external 
of  the  problem. 


often  said  that  the  problems  of 
pressures,  but  this  was  only  part 


22 


"The  problem  has  been  largely  of  our  own  creation,  and  the  lack  of  a  policy 
and  the  deliberate  plunging  of  the  industry  into  depression." 


Initiatives 

Some  of  the  initiatives  taken  by  the  BLP  Government  to  get  the  industry 
back  on  its  feet.  Dr.  Cheltenham  stated,  were  the  collapsing  of  the  old 
levy  system,  the  keeping  of  the  Provident  Fund,  the  establishing  of  a 
research  and  development  committee,  the  setting  up  of  a  number  of  revoling 
funds,  and  the  allowing  of  the  Agricultural  Development  Corporation  (ADC) 
to  go  ahead  with  its  pilot  scheme  for  small  holders  mechanisation.  [as 
published] 

He  said, too,  that  an  extraneous  matter  price  adjustment  system  was  estab¬ 
lished  so  that  producers  of  "clean  canes"  would  not  have  to  pay  for  per¬ 
sons  who  sent  "dirty  canes"  to  the  factories. 


Dr.  Cheltenham  also  spoke  of  the  Green  Cane  Incentive  Scheme  which  had 
reduced  the  amount  of  burnt  canes  from  27  percent  of  total  acreage  two 
years  ago,  to  four  percent  last  year. 

DLP  Response 
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[Text]  OPPOSITION  spolceBman  on 
finance.  Dr.  Richie  Haynes, 
charged  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  yesterday  that  the 
lowest  acreage  of  sugar  ever 
planted  in  Barbados,  was  done 
under  the  Barbados  Labour  Par¬ 
ty  administration  in  1982. 

After  quoting  statistics  from  a 
Central  Bankdocument.  he  said: 
“Between  1976  and  1962,  they 
did  not  bring  back  one  square 
inch  of  land  into  sugar  cane  in 
tMs  counti^.  In  fact,  there  was  a 
reduction.’* 

He  added:  “They  are  even 
worse  than  that.  If  you  look  at  the 
sugar  produced  per  hectare  in 
terms  of  tonnes,  the  lowest  pro¬ 
duction  took  place,  per  hectare, 
In  1982.** 

'  Dr.  Haynes,  who  was  speaking 

on  the  $10  million  price  siroport 
for  the  sugar  industry  said  that 
under  the  Democratic  Labour 
^arty  administration  they  had 
Achieved  higher  levels  of  produc¬ 


tion  than  aiy  previous  SLP  ad- 
ininistretion.  and  even  the  pre¬ 
sent  one. 

Dr.  Haynes  rejected  any  sug¬ 
gestions  about  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion  coming  from  the  Opposition 
benches  in  the  debate.  **I  am  ab¬ 
solutely  sure  that  no  member  of 
this*  House  would  aDow  his  posi¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  the  sugar  in¬ 
dustry,  or  any  other  sector  of 
Barbados,  to  be  informed  by  con¬ 
siderations  of  race.*’ 


The  MP  for  St.  Michael  South 
Central,  who  was  the 
Opposition’s  principal  speaker  in 
the  debate,  said  that  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Dr.  Johnny 
Cheltenham,  seemed  rather 
vague  about  the  conditionalities 
of  the  price  support. 

Referring  to  what  he  called 
“uninformed  propaganda*’  that 
the  sugar  industry  had  been  run 
.  downby  the  DLP  and  had  to  be 


^resuscitated  by  the  BLP,  Dr. 

'  Haynes  said: 

i  “The  sugar  industry  was 
never  bankrupt  under  the  DLP.  It 
‘  is  bankrupt  today.” 

He  added  that  the  industry 
was  also  now  enjoy^  its  third 
year  of  effective  price  support. 
He  said  that  $24  million  had  been 
^  given  the  industry  in  1981;  $32 
^  million  in  1982  and  $10  million 
QO’iv  a  tolsJ  of  $66  milhon. 

Dr.  Haynes  said  the  price  sup¬ 
port  would  be  paid  for  by  Barba¬ 
dians  who  bought  sugar-related 

S'  roducts  like  sweet  drinks, 
iscuits,  and  bread, 
i,  Continuing,  Dr.  Haynes  said 
i  there  had  bera  a  clear  change  in 
!  the  management  of  Ae  sugar  in- 
►  dustry  and  the  attitude  of  the 
tsmaU  farmer. 

f  He  noted  that  wages  in  toe 
f  sugar  industry  had  lagged  behind 
[•  those  in  other  sectors  of  industry . 
Dr.  Haynes  called  on  the 
Government  to  take  stock  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  toe  sugar  industry. 


House  Action 
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[Text]  The  House  of  Assembly  yesterday  passed  a  resolution  approving 
Government's  support  to  the  tune  of  $10  million  to  the  island's  sugar 
industry. 
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The  resolution,  to  approve  the  guarantee  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  the  ^ 
Lnds  issue  to  the  sum  of  $10  million,  was  passed  after  a  lengthy  and  some 
times  heated  debate. 

The  $10  million  package  to  the  sugar  industry,  the  second  of  its  kind  to 
the  financially  troubled  sector,  was  supported  by  the  Opposition.  Govern 
ment  first  gave  price  support  of  some  $17  million  to  the  industry  in  1982. 

Minister  of  Agriculture,  Dr.  Richard  Cheltenham,  in  winding  up  the  debate 
TirtLt  he  Ls  happy  that  in  nattara  that  ware  of  grave  lt.po«ance  there 
be  unanimity  and  bi-partisan  support,  as  in  the  case  of  the  price  support. 

The  minister  pointed  out  that  effective  from  this  reaping  season  new  account^ 
ing  practices  would  be  put  in  place  and  that  the  small  farmers  who  contrib 
uted  so  much  to  the  industry  would  be  given  additional  help  the  reaping 
and  carting  of  their  canes  to  the  factory.  Consideration  would  also  be 
given  to  the  setting  of  reasonable  prices  for  freighters  of  these  small 

farmers. 

The  minister  said  he  fully  supported  the  calls  by  the  Opposition  fplt 

industry  import  directly  and  leave  out  the  middle  men,  adding  that  he 
that  this  was  something  which  Government  should  insist  be  done.  He  had 
earlier  pointed  out  it  was  known  that  the  sugar  Industry  had  had  a  long 
history  of  connection  with  the  local  mercantile  community. 

Taitt  Exception 
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[Text] 

Fonner  Barbados  Trade  Minister 

for  the  non-sugar  agriculture  and  manufacturing 
sectors,  _ , _ 


once  started  they  keep  roU^. 

And.  he  cited  the  experience  of  the  EuropMn 
Eotmomic  Community.  (MC)  with  butter  anrf  tb* 

UbS’  Srtr(E&)  Ktalnlmao.  total  wn  » 

1976,  made  the  remarks  during  debate  on  a 


Resolution  to  approve  Government's  5 

Klmion  (one™  ds  doUar  eq“l  »  ^  US)  bond 
issue  to  be  floated  by  the  sugar  industry. 

It  will  be  the  second  sufqport  srteine  for  jP} 

ta  **• 

Govramment  says  will  be  the  last. 

However  Taitt  suggested  that  the  sdienie  ^  rot 
and  he  ^  that  the  sugar  industry  has 
never  paid  back  its  capital  debt. 

Sugar,  Barbados  chief 

yem  now  faced  financial  <Ufficulty.  Pr^^lm 
which  hit  a  rock  bottom  85,000  tonnes  this 
been  low,  production  costs  hl^  and  export  pices 
depressed.  (CANA) 


CSO:  3298/342/343 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


GOVERNMENT’S  BORROWING  AUTHORITY  EXTENDED  BY  SENATE 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  8  Dec  83  p  15 


[Text] 


THE  Barbados  Senate 
yesterday  amended  the 
Special  Loans  Act,  giving 
Government  authority  to 
extend  the  limit  on  sums 
of  money  which  it  could 
borrow  from  any  bank  or 
other  financial  institution. 

The  bill,  which  stood  in 
the  name  of  Leader  of 
Government  Business  in 
the  Upper  Chamber, 
Senator  Nigel  Barrow, 
was  introduced  by 
Minister  of  Energy, 
Senator  Clyde  Griffith. 

It  Bought  to  extend  the  limit  of 
$200  million  to  the  sum  of  $375 
million. 

Moving  second  reading  of  the 
bill.  Senator  Griffith,  pointed  out 
that  if  Government  was  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  its  economic  pro¬ 
gramme  it  would  need  to  under¬ 
take  further  borrowing  for  these 
priority  areas. 

According  to  him,  at  the  end  of 
July,  the  national  debt  stood  at 


$837.3  million,  of  which  $196 
million  had  been  borrowed  local¬ 
ly.  The  rest,  he  added,  had  come 
from  international  financial  In¬ 
stitutions. 

CAUTION 


Supporting  the  amendment, 
Senator  Wendell  McClean, 
however,  pointed  out  that  there 
were  two  recent  developments 
which  showed  that  Government 
must  exercise  caution. 

According  to  him.  the  $130 
million  sequestered  through  the 
CARICOM  Multilateral  Clearing 
Facility  (CMFC)  and  the  financ¬ 
ing  of  the  new  Central  Bank 
building  which  had  the  same  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  economy  as  if  it  were 
a  Government  building  financed 
by  the  Central  Bank,  had  left 
Government  with  less  room  to 
manoeuvre. 

Newly-appointed  Senator, 
Owen  Arthur,  in  supporting  the 
bill,  also  sounded  a  word  of  cau¬ 
tion  to  Government. 

He  said  that  ‘’we  were  coming 
to  the  end  of  the  cycle  of  fiscal 
expansion  where  the  Govern¬ 


ment  was  involved  in  high  priori¬ 
ty  projects  like  at  Oistins  and 
Heywoods.”  And  he  pointed  out 
that  in  future  the  range  of  pro¬ 
jects  which  would  justify  this 
foreign  borrowing  should  be 
designed  to  enhance  the 
economy. 

Senator  Arthur  said  that  he 
would  urge  Government  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  make  sure 
that  projects  could  lead  to  an  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  island’s  foreign 
exchange  generating  capacity. 

MAJOR  PROBLEM 

In  w’inding  up  the  debate . 
Senator  Griffith  noted  that  one  of 
the  major  problems  of  the  CMCF 
was  that  Guyana  was  allowed  to 
purchase  oil  through  it  while 
Barbados  was  not  allowed  to. 

“If  we  had  been  allowed  to.” 
he  added,  *‘we  would  not  have 
had  the  significant  credit  build¬ 
up.” 

He  further  noted  that  the  only 
way  the  foreign  debt  could  be 
serviced  was  through  the  earn¬ 
ing  of  foreign  exchange. 


CSO:  3298/343 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


GOVERNMENT  PREDICTS  MODEST  ECONOMIC  GROWTH  IN  1984 
Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  13  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text] 


BARBADOS  expects  to 
end  this  year  with  “some 
,  growth”  in  its  economy,  a 
■  reversal  of  the  trend  of 
'  the  last  two  years  of 
1  economic  recession. 

So  said  Minister  of  Trade.  In¬ 
dustry  and  Tourism,  and  Deputy 
Prime  Minister.  Mr  Bernard  St. 

,  john,  as  Jie  led  discussions 
^  yesterday  morning  with  a  visiting 
congressional  team  from  the 
state  of  Ohio,  United  States, 

Mr  St.  John  told  the  con¬ 
gressmen  that  Barbados  earned 
its  livelihood  in  recent  years 
primarily  from  tourism, 
manufacturing  and  agriculture, 
and  the  United  States  had  been 
the  country’s  largest  trading 
partner. 

“These  areas  of  economic  ac¬ 
tivity.”  he  added,  “have  suffered 
like  other  countries  in  the  world, 
over  the  course  of  the  last  two 
years  from  the  persistent  reces¬ 


sion  which  has  gripped  every 
country  in  the  world. 

“This  year  there  has  been  a 
slight  evidence  of  improvement 
in  some  of  the  sectors  of  our 
economy  and  it  is  predicted  that 
we  may  well  end  up  with  a 
growth  in  our  economy.” 

He  said.  too.  that  the  efforts 
made  over  the  last  two  years  to 
promote  Barbados  in  the  United 
States  were  paying  off  and  that 
for  the  4ir8t  five  months  of  this 
year,  visitor  arrivals  from  that 
country  had  risen  by  some  60 
percent. 

“This  :  has  occurred,  also, 
because  of  the  improvement  in 
our  accessibility  by  air,  since  the 
signing  of  a  new  air  service 
agreement  with  the  United 
States,”  Mr.  St.  John  noted. 

He  said,  too.  that  Barbados’ 
electronic  industry,  which 
catered  mainly  to  the  United 
^  States  had  been  “vigorous”  dur¬ 
ing  the  years. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


ILLEGAL  IMPORTS  UNDERMINE  LOCAL  MANUFACTURING 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  4 
[Editorial] 

[Text]  The  Barbados  Manufacturers  Association  (BMA)  has  been  drawing  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  seriousness  of  illegal  imports  both  in  the  context  of  the  Caricom 
trading  agreement  and  of  local  laws.  From  what  the  BMA  has  been  saying  the 
merchandise  involved  is  worth  millions  of  dollars  and  the  people  responsible 
are  so  well  organised  that  the  authorities  will  have  to  set  up  special 
systems  to  put  the  law-breakers  out  of  business. 

The  seriousness  of  the  illegal  trading  is  brought  home  by  the  fact  that  it 
is  undermining  the  local  manufacturing  industry  in  a  number  of  areas, 
especially  the  garment  manufacturing.  The  BMA  spokesmen  have  been  at  pains 
to  point  out  that  the  illegal  import  of  garments  is  not  just  a  question  of 
some  housewives  bringing  in  a  few  blouses  or  a  couple  pairs  of  jeans.  What 
is  really  undermining  the  local  garment  industry  are  big  business  deals  on 
an  international  scale  that  lead  to  the  movement  of  garments  throughout  the 
region  almost  with  impunity. 

For  a  start,  the  BMA  has  pointed  out  that  the  fines  imposed  on  those  caught 
in  the  illegal  business  are  so  small  compared  with  the  millions  of  dollars 
they  hope  to  make  if  not  caught,  the  culprits  are  prepared  to  take  the 
chance.  Stiffen  sanctions  are  therefore  necessary  to  make  these  people 
think  twice. 

There  is  also  the  necessity  of  monitoring  products  sold  locally  with  a  view 
to  singling  out  those  that  have  been  brought  into  the  country  illegally. 

This  would  mean  that  even  if  the  culprits  get  through  Customs  with  their 
illegal  importations  the  law  could  still  catch  up  with  them  later  once  they 
dare  to  offer  these  imports  for  sale  to  the  public.  This  could  be  a  vital 
weapon  in  the  fight  against  the  illegal  imports.  People  caught  with  such 
items  should  be  brought  before  the  Courts  once  these  items  can  be  identi¬ 
fied. 

At  the  moment  there  are  a  number  of  items  that  are  known  to  have  been 
brought  into  the  country  illegally  on  sale  in  a  number  of  Bridgetown  stores 
and  nothing  is  done  about  it.  It  makes  a  joke  about  having  restrictions. 
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And  let  us  not  fool  ourselves  that  these  people  are  in  business  to  help 
Barbadians.  They  are  concerned  with  helping  themselves  for  they  know  they 
stand  to  gain  heavily  through  their  illegal  business.  They  would  be  even 
prepared  to  pay  out  heavily  to  keep  this  type  of  business  going.  The 
authorities  therefore  have  to  make  a  number  of  serious  decisions  if  these 
people  are  to  be  put  out  of  their  illegal  business. 

There  must  be  steps  taken  to  eliminate  the  loopholes  in  the  law  that  now 
permit  people  who  deal  with  these  Illegal  imports  to  get  away  with  it.  The 
manufacturers  are  pleading  for  help  in  this  direction.  We  think  they  deserve 
the  required  support. 
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OPPOSITION  DLP  BLAMES  GOVERNMENT  FOR  TRADE  DIFFICULTIES 


Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  9  Dec  83  p  2 


[Text] 


Opposition  spokesman 
on  Finance  and  Planning, 
Dr.  Richie  Haynes  has 
said  that  the  present 
crisis  facing  Barbadian 
manufacturers  was  in  a 
large  measure  the  result 
of  a  series  of  errors  made 
by  Government  here. 

Dr.  Haynes  who  ad¬ 
dressed  the  St.  Michael 
North  West  branch  of  the 
Democratic  Labour 
Party  held  at  the  St. 
Stephen’s  Primary  School 
said  the  errors  were  not 
only  at  “the  level  of 
financial  and  economic 
management  but  in  the 
political  and  diplomatic 
areas.” 

He  said:  “The  non¬ 
enclave  manufacturing 
sector  of  Barbados  is 
structurally  geared  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the 
local  and  Caricom 
markets  and  it  is  highly 
unlikely  tiiat  this  sector 
could  compete  suc¬ 
cessfully  outside  of  this 
area  for  a  variety  of 
reasons.” 

The  Opposition 
spokesman  said  the 
Government  has  done 
about  everything  to  make 
life  as  difficult  as  possible 
for  the  manufacturers. 
Dr.  Haynes  said  over  the 


past  two  years  con- 
.siderable  damage  was 
done  by  Government 
policies  in  relation  to 
interest  rates,  various 
forms  of  taxation  in¬ 
cluding  the  levies,  its 
-credit  policies,  the  high 
rentals,  electricity  and 
r^tes  its  at¬ 

titude  towards  a 
reasonable  and  selective 
measure  of  protection  In 
the  light  of  existing 
conditions,  influenced  by 
those  who  finance  its 
poetical  campaigns. 

“Its  failure  to  im¬ 
plement  an  energy  plan 
which  would  substantially 
reduce  the  cost  of  energy 
while  promoting  a  more 
secure  market  for  our 
exports  to  the  most 
viable  market  in  the 
Caribbean  remains  a 
mystery  to  all  thinking 
persons,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Haynes  said  the 
recent  “diplomatic 
blunder”  in  relation  to 
lYinidad  and  Tobago, 
following  on  several 
errors  of  judgement  in 
relation  to  that  country, 
will  be  paid  for  by  loss  of 
thousands  of  jobs  here  in 
Barbados.  Each  vulgar 
word  will  cost  a  thousand 
jobs,  said  Dr.  Haynes. 
“Ancient  legend  told  of  a 


face  that  launched  a 
thousand  ships:  when  the 
word  ‘liar’  was  used  in 
relation  to  the  Trinidad 
High  Commissioner,  we 
were  hearing  a  voice  that 
launched  two  thousand 
hardships,” 

Dr.  Haynes  said  that 
the  job  losses  and  un¬ 
deremployment  in  the 
manufacturing  sector 
were  in  fact  going  on 
since  September  1981  and, 
whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
the  repair  of  relations 
with  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  is  a  vital  pre¬ 
requisite  to  getting  the 
manufacturing  sector 
moving  again. 

“There  is  little  point  in 
trying  to  brush  aside  the 
effects  of  the  massive 
-devaluation  in  Jamaica 
or  the  foreign  exchange 
problems  facing  that 
country. 

“We  have  to  face  the 
fact  that  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  Jamaican 
people  has  been  severely 
reduced:  that  under  the 
IMF  agreement  it  cannot 
be  restored  through  wage 
increases  and  no  matter 
what  automatic  ad¬ 
justments  take  place,  the 
Jamaicans  will  buy  less 
"from  all  sources  in  the 
foreseeable  future.” 
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MANUFACTURERS  HIT  FOR  FALSE  CHARGES  AGAINST  TRINIDAD-TOBAGO 

St  John  Accusations 


Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  15  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text]  Government  has  rejected 
.claims  by  some  local 
manufacturers  that  hundreds  of 
workers  have  been  laid  off 
because  of  problems  created  by 
the  new  foreign  exchange 
regulations  implemented  by 
Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

Deputy  Prime  Minister  and 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry 
Bernard  St.  John  yesterday 
took  issue  with  those  local 
businessmen  whom  he  said  had 
been  giving  misleading  in¬ 
formation  to  the  press. 

He  accused  them  of  having  a 
political  axe  to  grind  by  making 
political  mileage  out  of  the 
situation,  and  criticised  the 
news  media  for  publishing  the 
number  of  lay-offs  supplied  by 
the  manufacturers  without 
checking  the  source  of  the  in¬ 
formation.  He  also  said  that 
from  all  evidence  19ti3  had  not 
been  a  year  in  which  exports 
had  fallen. 

Since  the  measures  were 
announced  in  October  by 
Trinidad,  manufacturers  here 
have  been  complaining  of 
getting  their  goods  to  that 
country  and  have  confirmed 
there  have  been  layoffs  in  the 
sector.  In  one  instance  as  many 
as  1  500  workers  were  said  to  be 
out  of  work. 


the  matter  said  that  in  view  of 
the  statements  that  appeared  in 
the  press  he  had  requested  the 
Barbados  Export  Promotion 
Corporation  (EPC)  to  carry  out 
a  detailed  survey  of  ao 
manufacturers  who  at  one  time 
or  the  other  had  exported  to 
Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

Of  those  ao  surveyed,  69 
provided  information  which 
revealed  that  only  136  persons 
had  been  laid  off  with  another  40 
pending,  Mr.  St.  John  said. 

He  said  the  survey  also 
revealed  that  for  the  month  of 
October,  Barbados  exported 
$4.3  million  in  goods  to  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  and  for  the  month  of 
November  approximately  $13 
million. 

In  October  last  year  Bar¬ 
bados'  exports  to  Trinidad 
totalled  $7.5  million  and  $10.li 
million  in  November  1982. 

According  to  Mr.  St.  John: 
‘*We  have  cross-checked  very 
carefully  the  result  of  this  with 
the  Central  Bank  figures  on 
exports  and  they  are  siiniiar, 
also  checked  with  the  National 
Insurance  and  other  agencies 
responsible  for  employment 
and  neither  produced  evidence 
to  indicate  that  there  had  been 
lay-offs  to  the  extent  of  those 
published  in  the  media.’' 


Mr.  St.  John  who  called  a  He  said  further  that  he  had 
news  conference  yesterday  on  been  in  contact  with  members 


“of  a  government  appointed  task 
force  including  the  president  of 
the  Barbados  Manufacturers 
Association  (BMA),  had 
perused  the  minutes  of  the  EPC, 
and  in  none  of  the  contacts  had 
any  officials  of  the  BMA  been 
able  to  challenge  the  veracity  of 
the  EPC’s  statement. 

‘Tt  is  therefore  clear  to  me 
that  there  is  an  orchestrated 
campaign  by  a  small  segment 
of  the  manufacturers  together 
with  a  few  political  people  to  use 
the  situation  for  their  own 
political  gains,”  Mr.  St.  John 
charged. 

He  added:  “I  find  it  im¬ 
possible  to  accept  this 
relationship  that  we  have  built 
up  in  this  Ministry  with  the 
BMA  can  continue  if  the 
association  does  not  discipline 
its  members  who  attempt  to 
pervert  the  institution  for 
political  purposes. 

”You  don’t  play  around  with 
serious  business  of  this  kind  and 
if  they  are  political  aspirants  in 
the  BMA  they  should  not  seek  to 
use  the  association  for  political 
purposes”,  he  said. 

Mr.  St.  John  said  he  will  not 
be  bullied  by  any  attempts  by 
two  or  three  manufacturers  who 
had  a  political  axe  to  grind,  in 
recommending  ‘‘any  foolish 
action  to  deal  with  the 
situation.” 
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Criticism  of  Media 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  15  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text]  THE  local  media  came  in  for  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
strong  criticism  yesterday  from  restrictions  on  the  manufactur- 
Minister  of  Trade.  Industry  and  ing  sector  in  Barbados. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Bernard  St.  John.  Mr.  St.  John  said  that  nowhere 
during  a  Press  briefing  at  his  in  the  media  had  he  seen  any 
Pelican.  St.  Michael,  office.  '  question  about  the  sources  of 
The  minister  severely  criticis-  statements.  No  serious  analysis 
ed  the  media  for  reports  over  the  had  been  done  as  the  source  of 
past  four  weeks  about  the  impact  the  information,  he  said. 


The  minister  described  the 
media  reports  as  a  campaign  by 
political  aspirants  to  use  the 
manufacturing  sector  for  their 
personal  gain,  but  warned  that 
ne  did  not  intend  to  allow  the 
employers  and  the  Ministry  of 
Trade  to  be  used  as  a  political 
football. 
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CHINESE  VEGETABLE-GROWING  EXPERIMENT  PROVES  SUCCESSFUL 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  12  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  The  Chinese  experiment  in  growing  and  introducing  new  types  of 
vegetables  to  Barbados  has  proved  lucrative  enough  to  earn  some  Bds$20  000 
in  only  six  months. 

This  was  the  word  from  Mr.  Ernest  Payne,  Deputy  Chief  Agriculture  Officer 
(Extension  and  Development),  in  giving  a  review  of  the  project  after  its 
first  year  of  operation. 

The  Chinese  who  are  conducting  the  experiments  in  growing  the  vegetables 
at  the  Home  Vegetable  Cultivation  Experimental  Centre,  in  St.  Philip, 
arrived  in  Barbados  in  late  December  last  year. 

Samples  of  their  work  were  put  on  display  last  Saturday  night  at  the  Great 
Duck  (Chinese)  Restaurant,  at  the  Sierra  Hotel,  Hastings,  Christ  Church, 
along  with  dishes  prepared  with  the  vegetables. 

Mr.  Payne  said  that  the  Chinese  had  proved  to  be  very  efficient  producers  of 
vegetables  and  the  main  problem  now  faced  was  to  get  Barbadians  to  accept 
a  number  of  the  new  vegetables  that  had  been  cultivated  but  which  were  new 
to  Barbadians. 

Two  which  have  proved  popular  so  far  are  the  Chinese  Cabbage  and  the  Yard 
Long  Bean,  which  are  being  sold  on  the  local  market. 

Mr.  Payne  said  that  once  the  constraints  about  acceptance  were  overcome,  the 
project  could  do  and  earn  a  lot  more. 

He  appealed  to  Barbadians  to  try  and  become  more  familiar  with  the  new  vari¬ 
eties  of  vegetables  the  Chinese  has  introduced  to  the  island.  [as  published] 

In  order  to  assist  in  this  direction,  recipes  using  the  new  vegetables  as 
main  ingredients,  have  been  prepared  by  Miss  Sylvia  Walker  through  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Agriculture  and  these  recipes  are  available  to  the  public. 

The  project  will  soon  be  moving  into  its  second  phase  with  the  Chinese  going 
into  the  community  and  showing  local  small  farmers  how  to  grow  the  new 
vegetables. 
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Mr.  Payne  observed  that  the  Chinese  on  the  team  worked  very  hard,  at  least 
10  hours  a  day,  and  that  it  might  be  difficult  to  get  the  local  farmers  to 
work  that  hard. 

However,  he  said,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  introduce  the  new  vegetable 
to  Barbadians  small  farmers  and  housewives. 

The  dishes  prepared  from  the  Chinese  vegetables  were  done  by  two  Chinese 
cooks,  Mr.  Wang  and  Mr.  Liu,  who  recently  arrived  in  Barbados.  They  worked 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Chu  who  is  in  charge  of  the  cuisine  at 
the  Great  Duck  and  Flower  Drum  restaurants. 

Mr  Payne  thanked  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  for  making  the  Chinese 
farmers  available  to  Barbados.  The  function  was  attended  by  the  Chinese 
Ambassador  to  Barbados,  Mr.  Wang  Tao. 

The  new  vegetables  include  Chinese  Carrot,  Swamp  Cabbage,  Garland  Chrysan¬ 
themum,  Musk  Melon,  and  Yam  Bean,  apart  from  the  Flowering  Chinese  Cabbage, 
the  Yard  Long  Bean  and  a  new  variety  of  White  Radish. 
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YOUTH  GROUPS  MEET;  YOUTH  COUNCIL  WARNS  POLITICIANS 

BYC  ’No-Strings’  Policy 
Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  1 
[Article  by  Neville  Martindale] 

[Text]  The  Barbados  Youth  Council  (BYC)  yesterday  sent  out  a  terse  warning 
to  politicians  at  the  next  general  election:  Hands  off. 

It  came  from  BYC’s  president,  Mr.  Everton  Cumberbatch,  in  his  presidential 
statement  at  the  inaugural  and  award  ceremony  at  the  Barbados  Community 
College. 

He  noted  that  statistical  projections  indicated  that  by  1986,  the  year  that 
elections  are  constitutionally  due,  the  youth  would  be  about  67  percent  of 
the  electorate,  and  the  politicians  were  aware  of  this. 

"Naturally”,  he  said,  "the  Youth  Council  can  be  the  most  strategic 
organisation  at  such  a  time.  But  a  word  of  warning  to  the  politicians, 
’hands  off!’" 

Mr.  Cumberbatch  added:  "The  Barbados  Youth  Council  will  not  be  manipulated 
to  any  political  end.  Support  and  contributions  to  the  council  must  be 
without  strings  attached." 

He  said  that  Barbados’  young  people  were  intelligent  and  they  would  make 
their  own  decisions.  The  Barbados  Youth  Council  would  not  be  used  as  a 
vehicle  for  any  political  party,  he  emphasised. 

And  he  continued:  "What  is  given  to  us  must  not  be  seen  as  theirs,  but  as 
ours.  Furthermore,  the  comments,  criticisms  and  commendations  of  the 
Youth  Council  must  not  be  interpreted  to  mean  we  are  canvassing  for  any 
political  party. 

"Anything  we  say  will  only  be  in  the  interest  of  our  young  people  and  of  our 
country,"  Mr.  Cumberbatch  said. 
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Mr.  Cumberbatch  stated  that  it  was  good  to  see  young  people  involved  in 
political  activity — partisan  or  non-partisan — but  they  must  realise  that 
their  youthful  talents  warrant  more  than  political  noise-making. 

He  pointed  out  that  over  50  percent  of  the  population  was  under  25  years 
old,  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  not  many  of  them  realised  their  collective 
strength  in  this  country. 

The  BYC  president  said:  "Had  we  this  realisation,  we  would  certainly  be 
more  recognised  as  the  leaders  of  tomorrow,  and  would  be  demanding  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  decision-making  process  in  this  country." 

He  felt  that  the  BYC  should  be  represented  on  all  the  appropriate  public 
corporations  and  Government  agencies. 

”We  are  all  aware  that  participation  is  a  part  of  the  theme  for  International 
Youth  Year",  the  BYC  president  said. 

Socialists^  Plans 

Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  During  the  coming  year,  the  main  objective  of  the  League  of  Young 
Socialists  will  be  to  increase  the  nucleus  of  members,  and  to  foster  a 
greater  relationship  with  other  organisations.  In  addition  new  and  meaning¬ 
ful  programmes,  will  be  introduced. 

Stating  this  yesterday  evening  was  newly  elected  president  of  the  youth  arm 
of  the  Barbados  Labour  Party,  Mr.  Leroy  Parris,  as  he  delivered  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  address,  minutes  after  being  officially  installed  by  Mr.  Aaron  Truss, 
a  government  member  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Parris  told  the  meeting  of  young  socialists  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
involve  as  many  members  of  the  league  as  possible  in  activities  related  to 
the  organisation. 

He  added  that  sub-committees  were  being  established  to  effect  the  new  stan¬ 
dard  of  operations,  with  two  of  these  sub-committees,  the  entertainment  and 
membership  committees,  already  functioning. 

He  pointed  out  that  by  January  next  year,  a  disciplinary  committee  and  a 
manifesto  committee  would  be  formed. 

The  manifesto  committee,  he  said,  would  look  at  further  programmes  of 
develppment  for  the  country  and  make  recommendations  to  the  party’s  central 
campaign  committee. 

Mr.  Parris  pledged  to  concentrate  on  areas  of  national  development  within 
the  scope  of  the  league  since  it  had  its  own  limitations,  and  because  of  this 
would  be  unable  to  look  at  all  areas. 
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POLICE  PROGRAMS  ADVANCE,  CRIME  DROPS;  GUN  DRIVE  SHIFTS 


New  Assignments 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  8  Dec  83  p  11 


[Text]  THE  third  phase  of  the 
Resident  Beat  Scheme  of 
the  Barbados  Police  Force 
was  officially  launched  on 
Tuesday. 

The  scheme,  started 
more  than  a  year  ago,  has 
been  quite  successful,  it 
was  stated. 

According  to  Police 
Public  Relations  Officer, 
Allan  Longe,  the  scheme 
has  proven  to  be  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  in 
bringing  the  police  much 
closer  to  the  public. 

He  noted  that  with  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  20  new  recruits 


lo  the  scheme,  the  lawmen  would 
be  better  able  to  tackle  problems 
in  some  of  the  areas  where  there 
is  an  upsurge  of  crime. 

STATIONS 

The  officers  have  been  assign¬ 
ed  to  six  police  stations.  Four  of¬ 
ficers  have  been  stationed  at  the 

Hastings  station,  four  at  Worth¬ 
ing;  four  at  Black  Rock;  three 
at  District  “D";  one  at  the  Bridge 
and  Harbour  and  four  at  the 
Holetown  Police  Station. 

With  the  introduction  of  the 
new  officers,  the  scheme  now 
has  45  members  in  its  ranks. 

Assistant  Commissioner  of 
Police  Charles  Lunn,  who  once 
headed  the  Crime  Department, 


said  in  an  interview  earlier  this 
year  that  the  scheme  was  not  on¬ 
ly  to  improve  the  harmonious 
relations  between  the  police  and 
the  public,  but  also  to  seek  to 
solve  some  of  the  problems  fac¬ 
ing  citizens. 

Lunn  at  that  time  noted  that 
since  the  introduction  of  the 
scheme,  there  was  not  only  an 
improvement  in  the  relationship 
.between  the  police  and  the 

Cublic,  but  also  the  force  had 
een  able  to  identify  and  solve 
problems. 

He  noted  that  by  talking  to  per¬ 
sons  a  high  percentage  of  infor¬ 
mation  was  “leaked  out”,  and  so 
the  police  were  in  a  better  posi¬ 
tion  to  tackle  certain  pro¬ 
blems. 


Commissioner's  Report 
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[Text]  COMMISSIONER  of 
;  Police,  Mr.  Orville 
Durant,  yesterday  ex¬ 
pressed  “a  real  sense 
’  of  achievement”  at 
the  signiUcant  reduc- 
.tion  in  the  level  of 
r  serious  crimes,  in¬ 
cluding  armed  rob¬ 
bery  and  violent 
assaults  on  Barba- 
;.dians  and  visitors. 

Speaking  at  the  annual 
[general  meeting  of  the 


[Barbados  Police  Associa¬ 
tion  at  Police  head¬ 
quarters,  Mr.  Durant  said 
that  the  recent 
achievements  of  the 
police  force  offered  con¬ 
siderable  hope  for  con¬ 
tinued  improvements  in 
law  and  order  and  should 
see  a  drop  in  crime  for 
1983. 


“By  effective  use  of  all 
resources ,  ’  ’  the  commissioner 
said,  “  . . .  we  have  been  able  to 
reverse  the  upward  trend  in 
crime  in  general  and  serious 
oime  in  particular,  and  for  the 


firsf  time  in  many  years  we  seem 
set  to  record  a  reduction  of  crime 
in  this  country. 

*TMs  development  provides  us 
with  a  real  sense  of  ac^evement, 
and  for  me.  it  is  a  source  of  per¬ 
sonal  relief,  since  I  had  great  Ap¬ 
prehension  about  the  level  of 
serious  crime  involving  the  use  of 
guns,  knives  and  other  dangerous 
and  offensive  weapons. 

“Since  )anuary  this  year, 
when  fully  armed  robbery 
prevention  squads  were  in¬ 
stituted  to  respond  to  the  serious 
crime  of  armed  robberies  and 
violent  assaults  on  Barbadians 
and  vi8itc>r8  alike,  there  has  been 
little  evidence  of  this  type  of 
criminal  cxmduct.*' 
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Durant  announced  that  rob- 
ber>'  petrols  continued  in  full 
force  and  were  being  intensified 
at  seasonal  times  to  deal  with 
threats  perceived  through  credi- 
■  ble  Information  reaching  the 
pobce  department,  as  well  as 
through  close  analysis  of  the  ac^ 
tivities  of  those  suspected  of  be^ 
ing  involved. 

In  giving  precise  figures  of  the 
achievements  of  the  police  force, 
Mr.  Durant  said:  “Probably  the 
most  outstanding  achievement  in 


tbe  field  of  crime  prevention  for 
1983  has  been  a  40  percent 
reduction  over  last  year’s  figures 
In  the  incidence  of  crime  against 
visitors,  and  a  60  percent  reduc¬ 
tion  over  the  1981  figures. 

“We  have,  of  course,  examin¬ 
ed  the  number  of  visitors  to  Bar¬ 
bados  this  year,  but  all  statistics 
available  to  us  indicate  an  in¬ 
crease  in  visitors  over  the  1982 
figures.” 

There  has  also  been  a  startling 
reduction  in  the  number  of 


"juveniles  known  to  be  involved  In 
crime  and  figures  up  to  the  end 
of  November  show  that  91 
juveniles  had  been  charged  with 
various  crimes,  compare  to  180 
last  year,  he  added. 

Mr.  Durant  said  that  police 
machinery  for  the  detection  of 
juveniles  in  crime  was  now  being 
scrutinised  to  make  it  more  effec¬ 
tive.  but  added  that  the  Juvenile 
Liaison  Scheme  had  received 
overwhelming  public  support. 


Illegal  Guns  Campaign 
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[Text]  POLICE  in  Barbados  will  from  In  a  wide-ranging  address.  Mr. 

january  1.  institute  a  aeries  of  Durant  said  that  all  classes  ot 

measures  to  recover  unlicensed  crime,  except  miscellaneous  had 
firearms.  showed  a  decline.  Day-Ume 

In  making  this  disclosure.  Com-  house  breakings  and  praedial 
missioner  of  Police,  Mr.  Orville  larceny,  he  said,  had  proven  to 
Durant  told  members  of  the  Bar-  be  a  challenge  to  the  force 
bados  Police  Association  yester-  throuighout  the  year, 
day  that  the  amnesty  for  The  former,  he  Mid.  had 

,  unlicensed  firearms  will  come  to  resulted  in  an  expansion  ot  ine 

an  end  at  midnight  on  December  resident  beat  officer  scheme  to 
;  31  facilitate  the  development  of  a 

in  addition.  Mr.  Durant  said  new  crime  prevention  pro- 

ithat  because  the  response  was  gramme  which  will  be  Imown  as 

not  encouraging,  the  police  ac-  “neighbourhood  watch  . 
tion  would  be  stepped  up,  adding  “In  this  programme.  RBUs  w  ui 
that  he  had  been  assured  by  the  organise  consultative  committees 
Attorney-General,  Mr.  Louis  within  each  community,  and 
Tull,  that  tougher  legislation  to  these  committees  wiDthemselves. 

'  ^ea)  with  persons  in  possession  under  the  guidance  of  theRBOs 

of  unlicensed  firearms  would  be  and  other  poUce  officers,  assist 
^  laid  in  Parliament  soon.  in  the  detection  and  identifica¬ 


tion  of  criminals  operating  in 
their  respective  communities. 

“In  other  words,  the 
neighbourhood  watch  for  com¬ 
munities  will  be  made  up  of 
members  of  each  community, 
representing  the  interest  of  the 
community  in  all  matters  of  law 
and  order  and  in  matters  relating 
to  all  police  activity  within  that 
:  specific  community. 


“This  programme  is  being 
scheduled  to  take  effect  on 
February  1,  1984,  and  should  be 
a  major  factor  in  the  reduction  of 
crimes  and  other  acts  of 
lawlessness  Mr.  Durant 
said. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 

MINISTRY  ASSIGNMENTS — Miss  Antoinette  Forte,  representative  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education  on  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  St.  Michael  School  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Mr.  Bruce  Alleyne  has  been 
appointed  to  replace  her.  In  other  Ministry  of  Education  news,  Mr.  Earle 
Newton  has  been  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Alexandra 
School  and  Mr.  L.  Edwin  Pollard  has  resigned  from  the  Board  of  Management 
of  the  Barbados  Community  College.  Mr.  Ralph  (Bizzy)  Williams  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Community  College  and  Mr. 

Alston  Fergusson  has  been  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Samuel  Jackman  Prescod  Polytechnic.  In  news  of  other  appointments,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Consumer  Affairs  has  reappointed  Mr. 

Gilbert  B.  Brandford  to  be  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Board  for  a  period  of  one  year  with  effect  from  November  10,  1983.  Mr. 

Marcel  Murrell  has  also  been  re-appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Public 
Utilities  Board  for  a  period  of  one  year  with  effect  from  November  16, 

1983.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  2] 

'NO-ELECTION'  PROMISE — There  will  be  no  snap  elections  in  Barbados.  Stating 
this  yesterday  was  parliamentary  representative,  Mr.  Aaron  Truss,  as  he 
delivered  the  Installation  address  at  the  League  of  Young  Socialists’ 
meeting  at  Grantley  Adams  House,  Roebuck  Street.  Mr.  Truss  said  that  there 
would  be  no  elections  until  at  least  1985,  since  the  present  government 
would  have  to  see  the  coming  year  through  first.  He  also  called  on  the 
young  socialists,  the  youth  arm  of  the  Barbados  Labour  Party,  to  get  hold 
of  the  electoral  lists  as  soon  as  they  become  available  and  write  congratula¬ 
tory  letters  to  the  newcomers  to  the  lists.  He  noted  that  letters  should 
also  be  written  inviting  the  newcomers  to  become  involved,  in  an  effort 
for  the  League  of  Youth  Socialists  to  "spread  its  wings".  He  said  too  that 
the  league  must  be  prepared  to  write  letters  to  the  press.  [Text] 

[Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  1] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


UDP  ELECTION  VICTORY  IN  BELIZE  CITY  ELICITS  REACTION 

PUP,  UDP  Statements 

Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  18  Dec  83  p  1 
[Text]  Belize  City,  Thurs.,  Dec.  15 

With  sixteen  hundred  votes  to  spare,  the  United  Democratic  Party  scored  a 
clean  sweep  victory  at  the  polls  yesterday,  dislodging  the  incumbent  People ^s 
United  Party  from  all  nine  seats  of  the  Belize  City  Council  and  posting 
majorities  ranging  from  small  to  large  in  all  six  electoral  divisions  of  the 
city. 

On  a  low-poll  day  involving  only  57  per-cent  of  the  registered  voters  (nine 
per-cent  less  than  three  years  ago)  the  United  Democratic  Party  emerged  from 
the  shambles  of  1979  and  1980  with  impressive  vitality,  capturing  more  than 
58  per-cent  of  the  popular  vote. 

It  is  the  third  City  election  that  the  PUP  have  lost  in  four  tries  and  the 
most  disastrous  set-back  the  party  has  had  since  its  formation.  Seen  as  a 
massive  repudiation  of  the  PUP  and  its  leadership,  the  election  results  are 
an  unequivocal  message  to  Pancho,  and  a  fore-warning  of  things  to  come. 

With  general  elections  due  within  the  next  twelve  months  the  message  from 
voters  is  seen  to  have  an  urgency  about  it  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  his 
regime  cannot  fail  to  note. 

While  the  P.U.P.  has  declined  a  REPORTER  invitation  to  comment  on  the  elec¬ 
tion  result,  "off  record,"  the  PUP  hierarchy  appears  to  be  convinced  that 
the  troubles  of  the  Electricity  Board  are  responsible  for  their  humiliation 
at  the  polls. 

UDP  spokesmen  on  the  other  hand  have  been  less  inhibited.  "It  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end  of  PUP  hegemony  in  Belize"  Opposition  Leader  in  the  House, 

Mr.  Curl  Thompson  told  the  REPORTER.  "This  election  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  years  has  put  the  Belize  situation  in  true  perspective." 

The  UDP  claimed  victory  from  4  o’clock  this  morning  after  all  the  solid 
votes  had  been  counted,  checked  and  re-checked.  But  it  was  not  until 
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8  o'clock,  four  hours  later,  that  the  PUP  conceded  defeat  and  an  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  by  the  Chief  Returning  Officer,  Mr.  Morrison  over  Radio  Belize. 

UDP  accounts  of  the  election  count  now  show  that  the  UDP  won  by  484  votes 
in  the  Freetown  Division  and  by  426  votes  in  the  Collet  Division.  UDP's 
lowest  poller  had  outpolled  the  PUP's  highest  scorer  by  an  incredible  1,600 
votes . 


PUP  Internal  Division 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text] 


BELIZE  CITY,  Fri.  Dec.  16 

By  9«30  Wednesday  night 
up  at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  PUP 
Attorney  General  Said  Musa 
did  not  need  a  weatherman 
to  tell  him  which  way  the 
winds  Tvere  blowing  and 
stalked  downstairs,  saying 
to  UDP  bar  members,  "Some 
heads  will  roll." 

The  inference  was  that  he 
and  Health  Minister  Assad 
Shoman,  considered  leaders 
of  the  PUP  left  wing,  would 
make  an  all  out  effort  to 
guillotine  Energy  Minister 
Louis  Sylvester,  a  leading 
right  wing  force  in  Cabinet. 

When  the  PUP  loses  an  el¬ 
ection,  the  search  imme¬ 
diately  begins  for  scape¬ 


goats,  and  the  PUP  left 
have  already  chosen  theirs, 
and  his  name  is  Luigi.  The 
left  is  arguing  that  its 
candidates  -  Monte  jo, 

McField,  Fonseca,  and  Cha  - 
vez  were  the  top  vote  get  - 
ters  among  the  PUP  candi  - 
dates,  while  right  wingers 
Harry  Lui  and  Victor  Wisher 
fared  poorly.  _  ^ 

For  their  part,  the  right 
is  saying  there  were  too 
many  leftists  on  the  slate . 

But  for  their  part,  the 
people  of  Belize  are  saying 
left,  center,  right,  what 
does  it  matter  when  they 
are  all  PUPs  and  sworn  be¬ 
lievers  in  a  tired  and  run 
down  party  personality  cult. 


Problem  of  Constituencies 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  2 

[Text]  According  to  Article  90,  section  1,  subsection  (a)  and 

(b)  of  the  Constitution  of  Belize,  1981,  each  electoral 
division  shall  have  as  nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  number 
of  persons  eligible  to  vote,  but  in  any  case  shall  have 
not  less  than  two  thousand,  nor  more  than  three  thousand, 
such  persons!  and  the  total  number  of  electoral  divi¬ 
sions  shall  be  not  less  than  eighteen  nor  more  than  twen 
-ty  nine . 

The  Elections  and  Boundaries  Commission  should  there¬ 
fore  begin  the  job  of  cutting  the  Freetown,  Collet,  and 
Albert  divisions  so  as  to  comply  with  the  law. 

In  practise,  it  is  Price  Escalante  who  will  tell  the 
EBC  how  to  do  its  job,  and  he  has  been  waiting  for  a  de¬ 
tailed  study  of  'the  City  Council  election  voting  pat¬ 
terns  before  he  begins  the  cutting. 

The  problem  is  acute  for  him  personally,  because  Free¬ 
town,  his  personal  division,  should  yield  Castle,  Yorke, 
Freetown,  and  Kelly  Sts.  to  Pickstock  division.  Freetown 
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is  larger  than  the  stipulated  size  and  Pickstock  smaller 
than  stipulated. 

But  the  streets  which  should  go  to  Pickstock  are  ex¬ 
actly  the  streets  which  saved  the  Prime  Minister  from  el 
-ectoral  defeat  in  the  last  general  elections  in  1979. 
Price  Escalante  is  therefore  in  an  agony. 

The  results  of  Wednesday’s  election  may  make  his  job 
easier,  we  are  thinking,  because  the  results  indicate 
that  whatever  he  does,  he  will  lose  in  Freetown  next 
year.  Hey,  maybe  he  can  muscle  Louie  out  of  Belize  Ru¬ 
ral-South.  Cinco ,  seis. 

Election  Analysis 

Belize  City  DISWEEK  in  English  16  Dec  83  pp  2,  11 

[Editorial] 

[Text]  ■•jiPI  he  massive  defeat  of  the  People’s  United  Party  in  Wed- 

»  ■  •  nesday’s  Belize  City  Council  elections  was  not  so  much 
■  an  expression  of  voter  preference  for  the  policies,  per- 
formances  or  candidates  of  the  United  Democratic 
Party  as  a  message  to  the  PUP  to  put  its  house  in  order  or  face 
electoral  defeat. 

This  was  the  first  election  contested  by  the  PUP  since  the  PUP 
national  convention  of  29  May  1983  installed  the  present  Cen¬ 
tral  Executive  with  Louis  Sylvestre  remaining  as  Chairman  and 
Florencio  Marin  effectively  acting  as  Secretary  General.  (Since 
the  discredited  Mark  Cuellar  was  dismissed  as  Party  Secretary, 
no  other  person  has  been  appointed  to  the  post.) 

The  results  are  nothing  that  the  new  executive  can  be  proud  of. 

In  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  convention,  ‘disweek’  (3  June)  had 
stated  that  the  party  machine  had  manipulated  the  convention, 
giving  precise  illustrations  of  the  railroading  that  was  carried 
out  before  and  during  the  convention  to  ensure  Sylvestre’s 
victory.  As  we  predicted  then,  that  victory  has  proven  to  be 
illusory. 

What  escaped  no  one’s  notice  at  the  time  was  that  Belize  City 
delegates  voted  almost  unanimously  against  Sylvestre.  They 
were  deeply  offended  by  the  tactics  used  to  re-elect  him,  and 
many  of  the  best  and  hardest-working  Party  campaigners  became 
disillusioned  and  discouraged.  After  the  convention,  there  came 
the  much-publicized  libel  case  in  which  Sylvestre’s  character  was 
attacked;  and,  most  importantly,  the  terrible  series  of  blackouts 
that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  most  voters  blamed  Sylvestre  for.  As 
we  said  in  our  editorial  of  25  November,  “If  the  blackouts  per¬ 
sist  or  get  worse,  the  PUP  is  in  bad  trouble.’’  They  did,  and  it  is. 

The  PUP,  however,  need  not  feel  too  put  out  by  this  setback. 

One  clear  indication  is  the  extremely  low  voter  turnout,  one  of 
the  lowest  in  our  history.  This  indicates  that  there  was  not  a 
massive  popular  wave  against  the  party.  What  is  more  likely  is 
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that  PUP  supporters  stayed  away  because  they  were  still  smart¬ 
ing  from  the  treatment  meted  out  to  them  at  the  convention, 
because  they  were  embarrassed  by  the  blackouts  and  because  th 
they  are  unhappy  about  the  apparent  unwillingness  of  the  party 
leader  to  do  something  positive  about  the  Chairman  who,  des¬ 
pite  his  great  efforts  to  win  re-election,  has  continued  to  be  a 
singularly  inept  and  inactive  chairman,  and  has,  if  anything, 
increased  his  sowing  of  disunity  and  discord  in  the  party. 

What  this  means  is  that  the  PUP  has  a  good  chance  for  mending 
its  fences  in  time  to  face  the  general  elections  next  year.  We  are 
not  saying  that  the  UDP  got  out  all  its  voters;  there  was  indeed 
a  general  apathy  ^bout  these  elections  that  no  doubt  affected 
the  UDP  as  well.  But  there  is  little  doubt  that  UDP  voters,  as 
well  as  those  noncommitted  voters  who  wished  to  register  a 
protest  against  the  blackouts  and  the  economic  situation,  were 
more  motivated  to  get  to  the  polls.  It  is  the  PUP  that  suffered 
most  from  the  low  turn-out.  If  it  can  get  those  PUP  supporters 
to  the  polls  for  the  general  elections,  its  chances  are  better  than 
good. 

And  so  we  enter  1984,  general  election  year,  with  a  UDP  land¬ 
slide  victory  in  Belize  City  that  will  no  doubt  give  that  party  a 
much-needed  psychological  boost.  After  all,  it  is  the  first 
election  contested  by  the  party  since  Esquivel  was  elected 
leader.  (Where,  incidentally,  does  this  leave  Lindo,  waiting  in 
the  wings  to  make  a  comeback?)  But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
think  that  the  Belize  City  results  portend  a  national  trend  in 
favour  of  UDP  policies.  For  one  thing,  the  poll  was  much  too 
low.  For  another,  the  level  of  interest  in  these  elections  outside 
of  Belize  City  was  at  an  all-time  low. 

It  does  mean,  however,  that  the  PUP  will  have  to  do  some  house¬ 
cleaning  if  it  is  to  put  up  a  good  showing  in  the  general  elections, 
particularly  in  Belize  City.  It  will  have  to  do  something  about  its 
chairman.  It  will  need  to  appoint  a  good  —  and  generally  accep¬ 
table  —  Secretary  General.  It  will  have  to  deal  with  the  fact  that 
the  Party  Leader’s  constituency  was  among  the  worst  losers.  This 
is  probably  less  an  indication  of  his  personal  unpopularity  than  a 
iignal  that  he  should  deal  firmly  —  and  democratically  —  with  the 
problems  in  the  party  and  government. 

The  UDP’s  best  hope  is  that,  in  fact,  the  PUP  hierarchy  will  draw 
all  the  wrong  conclusions  from  this  defeat.  It  is,  admittedly,  hard 
for  a  Central  Executive  to  honestly  criticize  itself;  much  easier, 
and  more  in  keeping  with  tradition,  to  look  for  scapegoats  outside 
itself. 

The  lights  went  out  for  the  PUP  in  Belize  City  last  Wednesday, 
and  largely  because  of  the  blackouts  and  all  that’s  associated  with 
them.  Those  lights  can  burn  brightly  again  —  but  only  if  Party 
leaders 

them.  Those  lights  can  burn  brightly  again  —  but  only  if  Party 
leaders  fearlessly,  honestly  and  sensibly  analyze  their  mistakes,  in 
full  consultation  with  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Party.  Only  so  can 
they  regain  their  confidence  and  committed  support,  an  indis¬ 
pensable  requirement  for  victory. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


ALLEGED  ATTEMPT  ON  UDP  CANDIDATE’S  VEHICLE  DISPUTED 

Report  of  ’Terrorist’  Action 


Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  11  Dec  83  pp  1,  16 


[Text]  Belize  City  Thursday,  December  8: 


An  unsuccessful  terrorist  attempt  to  booby-trap  a  Ford  Sportsvan  belonging 
to  UDP  candidate  Derek  Aikman  last  Wednesday  night  has  revealed  a  high 
level  of  criminal  sophistry  Police  investigators  found  today. 


The  wagon,  parked  on  Gabourel  Lane  on  Wednesday  night  while  the  owner  attended 
a  public  discussion  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  had  been  re-wired  from  underneath 
the  dashboard  and  panel  to  produce  an  electrical  charge  from  the  ignition 
once  the  motor  was  started.  A  tampering  with  the  fuel  pump  arranged  that 
the  gasoline  would  leak  out,  once  the  pump  was  set  in  motion,  to  saturate 
the  motor.  The  anticipated  explosion  would  destroy  the  vehicle  and  imperil 
the  lives  of  the  occupants.  Moreover  it  would  look  like  a  real  honest-to- 
goodness  accident  and  the  ’’evidence”  would  be  destroyed  by  the  fire. 

Mr.  Aikman  told  the  REPORTER  today  that  he  drove  the  wagon  home  last  night 
without  incident,  suspecting  nothing,  although  he  did  note  the  unusual, 
strong  smell  of  gasoline.  Upon  noting  the  same  strong  smell  this  morning, 

Mr.  Aikman  said,  he  decided  to  check. 


This  check,  witnessed  also  by  the  Police,  revealed  a  cluster  of  small  yellow 
wires  with  little  silver  tubes  at  the  ends  believed  to  contain  nitro¬ 
glycerine.  The  tubes  were  clearly  marked  with  the  words  ’’Danger  Explosive.” 


The  engine  of  the 
wagon  was  also 
saturated  with 

gasoline  from  the 
damaged  fuel  pump, 
Mr.  Aikman  is  only 
one  of  nine  UDP 
candidates  now 

competing  in  the 
B  eli  ze  City  ouncil 
elections.  Yet  he  is 
the  only  one  singled 


out  as  a  terrorist 
target  -  not  once 
but  three  times.  The 
time  before  all  the 
studs  hadi-  been 
removed  from  all 
four  wheels  of  his 
Sportswagon  and  all 
but  one  hub  -  cap 
carefully  replaced  to 
disguise  the  sabot  - 
age. 


Mr.  Aikman  has 

distinguished  himself 
by  being  the  first  to 
recognize  the  value 
of  making  a 

videotape  record  of 
the  register  of 

voters  as  a  good  way 
to  check  up  on  phony 
registration .  After 
the  first  day  of 
videotaping  the  Chief 
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Elections  Officer , 
Mr.  Roy  Young, 
moved  to  halt  any 
further  taping  of  the 
records.  The  move 
has  been  challenged 
in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  on 
Monday,  December  12 


the  Chief  Justice, 

Mr.  George  Moe,  will 
begin  to  hear 

arguments  in  the 
action.  Mr.  Young 
has  been  summoned 
to  give  evidence  at 
this  hearing. 

Editorial  Comment 


The  case  is  by  far 
the  most  important 
constitutional  dispute 
to  come  before  the 
Supreme  Court  and 
its  result  is  bound 
to  have  profound 
political  consequen¬ 
ces  aU  'round . 


Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  2 


[Text]  RECENT  ATTEMPTS  to  sabotage  the 

family  wagon  of  one  businessman  candidate 
competing  in  this  week’s  Belize  City 
Council  election  should  be  seen  for  what 
they  really  are  -  incipient  terrorism. 

There  have  been  isolated  cases  of 
sabotage  before  at  both  extremities  of  the 
political  spectrbro,  as  is  indicated  by  the 
case  of  arson  which  destroyed  the  Belize 
Billboard  plant  on  Barrack  Road  or  the 
fire ,  deliberately  set  without  a  doubt , 
which  destroyed  the  Income  Tax 
Department  on  Queen  Street,  or  the  Silky 
Stuart  Incident  at  Courthouse  Wharf. 

But  only  the  most  callouse  wd 
hardened-minded  among  us  can  imagine 
that  it  is  safe  to  tamper  with  terrorism,  or 
even  y eild  to  the  te  mp tation  of  controlle  d 
violence . 

ft  is  the  very  nature  of  violence  to 
erupt  out  of  control  and  to  engulf  the 
very  people  who  wanted  it  or  started  it. 

Belizeans,  sitting  at  the  edge  of  the 
storms  raging  in  Central  America,  have  no 
excuse  for  still  believing  in  violence,  for 
we  already  know  with  a  certainty  that 
comes  from  first-hand  knowledge,  that  he 
who  sows  the  wind  will  reap  the  whirlwind. 

We  have  come  a  long  way  witlxot  t 
violence,  and  if  we  keep  our  balance,  wt* 
will  go  the  course ,  make  our  electioi 
commitment  and  even  contemplate  a 
changing  of  the  guard  vnth  equanimity.  We 
owe  it  to  ourselves,  oiu*  family  and  friends 
and  to  our  country,  not  say  or  do 
anything  which  can  chafe  away  at  the 
fragile  strands  of  the  democratic  system 
which  we  as  a  people  have  woven  together 
with  such  dedication  and  effort. 

This  is  a  task  not  only  for  individual 
men  and  women,  but  also  for  bodies  and 
organizations  -  our  churches ,  our 
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•  judiciary ,  our  administration  and  our 
pressure  groups* 

Any  threat  of  bigotry  or  sabotage  or 
terrorism  against  any  citizen  of  this 
country  is  a  menace  to  good  order  and  an 
assault  on  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
Belize. 

The  decent  law-abiding  citizens  of  Belize 
are  not  asking  for  much.  All  they  seek  is 
a  political  system  free  from  duress  and 
fraud  which  will  allow  them  to  exercise 
their  own  constitutional  rights  according  to 
their  choice. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  expect.  In  fact,  it 
is  the  basic  minimum. 

Police  Countercharge 

Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  18  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  The  Commissioner  of  Police,  Mr.  Maxwell  Samuels,  has  disputed  a 
report  appearing  in  last  week’s  REPORTER  which  labelled  a  reported  attack  on 
a  Ford  Sports  van  owned  by  Mr.  Derek  Aikman  as  ’’terrorist”  action. 

Mr.  Samuels  expressed  his  views  in  an  off-the-record  statement,  referring 
to  the  Aikman  report  of  fuel  pump  tampering  and  sabotage  as,  in  his  words, 
a  ’’political  ploy.” 

The  Aikman  report  triggered  a  police  investigation  during  which  the  police 
took  into  their  custody  a  mal-functioning  fuel  pump  and  a  cluster  of  small 
wires  rigged  to  what  appeared  to  be  little  tubes  of  explosive  material  at 
their  extremities. 

The  Commissioner  of  Police  said  he  reached  his  conclusions  after  Police 
found  no  evidence  to  prove  that  the  fuel  pump  had  been  sabotaged.  He 
charged  that  Mr.  Aikman  had  succeeded  in  using  the  Police  and  the  newspaper 
for  his  own  purposes. 

Aikman ’s  mechanic  however,  when  contacted,  told  the  REPORTER  that  he  was 
convinced  that  some  sort  of  tampering  had  taken  place  on  the  fuel  pump. 

He  agreed  that  the  fuel  pump  had  not  been  damaged  in  any  way,  but  insisted 
that  it  took  some  tampering  to  cause  it  to  become  loose  enough  to  spray 
gasoline  over  the  motor  of  the  van, 

Mr.  Aikman  claims  that  he  had  parked  his  van  on  Gabourel  Lane  last  week 
Wednesday  night  while  he  attended  a  discussion  forum  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall. 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting  he  drove  his  vehicle  to  his  home  in  Newtown 
Barracks.  He  said  he  attributed  the  heavy  smell  of  gasoline  in  the  vehicle 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  transporting  a  portable  generator  in  the  van  as  a 
stand-by  power  source  for  the  Wednesday  night  meeting. 

The  following  morning  he  noted  the  strong  smell  of  gasoline  again  and  on 
checking,  discovered  the  loose  connection  on  the  fuel  pump  and  the  strange 
wires  with  explosives  at  the  tips. 
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REPORTER  Investigations  also  revealed  that  during  the  1979  general  elections 
campaign  a  pick-up  truck  belonging  to  Mr.  Hemsley  Jones  mysteriously 
exploded  and  burned  while  being  driven  along  the  Western  Highway  with  a 
group  of  YPF  campaigners.  No  one  was  hurt  in  the  1979  incident  but  the 
truck  was  completely  destroyed. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


OPPOSITION  LEADER  ANNOUNCES  QUERIES  TO  BE  PUT  TO  GOVERNMENT 


Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  18  Dec  83  pp  1,  20 

[Text]  Hon.  Curl  Thomp-  state  what  measures  To  the  Prime  Min- 

son ,  Leader  of  the  have  been  taken  to  ister :  Could  the 

Opposition  has  given  correct  the  situation  Prime  Minister  state 

formal  notice  that  he  and  when  regpilar  whether,  in  reply  to 

intends  to  ask  a  full  -  time  services  the  Prime  Minister  of 

number  of  questions  will  be  resumed?  Barbados,  when 

at  the  next  meeting  To  the  Minister  of  called  upon  to  be 

of  the  House  of  Education:  Win  the  involved  in  the 

Representatives  cov-  Minister  of  Education  Grenada  invasion,  he 

ering  electricity,  please  inform  this  made  the'  under  - 

Cuban  scholarships  House  of  the  number  mentioned  statement: 

and  Grenada,  as  of  Belizean  Students  tq  (Jq  not  wish  to 

follows:  who  have  been  given  participate  for  I 

To  the  Minister  of  scholarships  or  cannot  commit  Belize 

Energy:  Is  the  bursaries  to  study  in  to  any  military 

Minister  prepared  to  Cuba?  Will  he  state  involvement  without 

make  a  statement  on  how  many  Belizean  prior  consultation 

the  current  state  of  students  are  now  with  the  United 

the  Belize  Electricity  studying  in  Cuba  Kingdom." 

Board  and  the  regular  whether  he  If  this  is  true, 

outages  which  have  knows  of  any  plans  could  the  Prime 

brought  Belize  City  continue  sending  Minister  kindly 

.  economic  Belizean  students  to  explain  the  meaning 

knees.  Also  would  Cuba  for  special  of  the  statement’ 

the  Minister  please  education. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


PAPER  ATTACKS  GOVERNMENT  LEGISLATION  AS  COMMUNIST-INSPIRED 
Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  27  Dec  83  p  2 
[Editorial] 

[Text]  During  the  1970’s  when  Said  Musa  and  Assad  Shoman  joined  the  ruling 
People's  United  Party  and  Party  Leader  George  Price  seemed  so  close  to  them 
and  on  an  ideological  trip  with  them,  government  officials  over  Radio 
Belize  and  on  various  platforms  (political  and  otherwise)  spouted  rhetoric 
which  undoubtedly  was  leftist  inclined. 

In  addition  to  their  rhetoric,  government  rushed  through  the  National 
Assembly  pieces  of  legislation  which  were  consistent  with  their  communist 
ideology. 

First  there  was  the  Aliens  Land  Holding  Ordinance,  which  severely  restricted 
the  amount  of  land  any  non-Belizeans  could  have  and  also  imposed  rigorous 
conditions  on  those  aliens  who  did  hold  land.  It  was  widely  noted  at  the 
time  that  such  a  law  would  only  serve  to  discourage  foreign  investment. 

There  was  also  the  Rural  Land  Tax  Ordinance,  one  of  whose  aim  was  to  oblige 
owners  of  lands  in  the  countryside  to  develop  their  plots  or  face  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  losing  them. 

Thirdly,  and  most  dangerous,  was  the  Land  Acquisition  Ordinance.  Although 
this  Ordinance  was  inherited  from  our  Colonial  masters,  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  Price's  Government  that  it  was  Implemented  as  harshly,  and  against  the 
public  good.  This  piece  of  legislation  empowered  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
take  away  the  land  of  any  person  simply  by  stating  that  the  land  being  taken 
away  was  needed  for  "public  purposes."  However,  we  have  witnessed  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  minister  in  order  to  victimize  persons  and  to 
further  the  cause  of  nepotism.  Put  simply,  Belizeans  known  not  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  the  ruling  party  have  had  their  lands  snatched  for  public 
purposes"  which  turned  out  to  be  the  transfer  of  the  land  to  a  loyalist  of 
the  ruling  party. 

There  was  an  outcry  in  the  local  press  against  these  laws.  The  newspapers 
pointed  out  that  the  effects  of  such  laws  would  be  to  frighten  off  potential 
Investors  and  to  cause  those  already  with  land  holdings  in  Belize  to  scale 
down  their  operations. 
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The  laws  did  have  these  effects* 


It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  foreigner  will  invest  in  Belize  knowing 
fully  well  that  in  addition  to  the  uncertainty  inherent  in  the  unresolved 
Anglo-Guatemalan  dispute,  their  properties  could  be  taken  over  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  on  the  stroke  of  a  minister’s  pen. 

Land  is  /the/  [in  capitals]  single  largest  natural  resource  which  this  nation 
possesses.  And  we  could  not  agree  more  that  if  it  is  to  be  exploited,  such 
exploitation  must  be  optimal  and  in  the  national  interest.  However,  it  must 
also  be  taken  into  account  that  Belize  does  not  have  the  capital  nor  the 
technology  to  make  all  her  square  miles  productive.  Therefore,  we  will 
need  the  presence  of  foreigners  who  will  invest  in  the  development  of  our 
lands.  But,  the  legal  hurdles  set  up  by  the  government  during  the  1970 ’s 
discourage  foreign  investment  for  the  development  of  our  prime  natural 
resource. 

Because  of  the  Prime  Minister’s  ideological  trip  and  the  masquerade  to  show 
that  Belize  was  so  progressive,  revolutionary  and  non-aligned,  many  poten¬ 
tial  investors  were  scared  off — for  good.  The  fallout  of  Prime  Minister 
Price’s  escapades  in  the  ’70’s  is  the  severe  economic  depression  now  being 
experienced  by  Belize. 

Tourism  has  proved  very  profitable  for  many  countries,  including  a  number  of 
our  Caribbean  island-neighbours  such  as  the  Cayman  Islands,  the  Bahamas, 
and  others.  There  are  never  any  doubts  in  anybody’s  mind  that  Belize  has 
many  tourist  attractions  and  an  impressive  potential  to  make  tourism  pay. 

Nevertheless,  ever  since  they  returned  to  Belize,  Musa  and  Shoman  stated 
repeatedly  that  tourism  was  poorism  and  therefore  not  good  for  Belize. 
Accordingly,  except  for  lip  service  locally,  the  Belize  Government  has  done 
very  little  nationally  and  absolutely  nothing  internationally,  to  promote 
tourism  for  Belize. 

So  again  in  the  case  of  tourism  the  Prime  Minister,  because  of  his  honeymoon 
with  Musa  and  Shoman  during  the  ’70’s  let  the  opportunity  to  really  lift  the 
Belizean  economy  go  by.  And  thus  today  we  are  in  the  grips  of  a  severe 
financial  crisis  and  an  economic  depression. 

Despite  the  gloomy  economic  prospects  for  Belize,  there  is  still  time  for 
the  Prime  Minister — who  is  ultimately  the  author  of  Belize’s  economic 
plight — to  institute  urgent  action  which  will  make  redress  for  his  follies 
during  the  1970’s.  Although  there  is  time,  that  time  is  short.  So,  Mr. 

Price  had  better  get  into  action  now. 


CSO:  3298/325 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


BRIEFS 

UNION-CORPORATION  PACT — A  collective  agreement  was  signed  last  week  between 
the  United  General  Workers'  Union  and  the  Development  Finance  Corporation. 

An  announcement  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  said  the  agreement  is  for  a 
two-year  period  and  provides  for  increases  in  fringe  benefits  and  other  con 
ditions  of  work.  The  agreement  was  signed  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  by 
acting  General  Manager,  Mr  Cirilo  Mahung,  Director  Alberto  Espat  and  Secre¬ 
tary  Justo  Castillo.  Signing  on  behalf  of  the  Union  were  Mr  Oscar  Alonzo, 
Education  Director;  Mr  W  Heusner,  Chairman,  Cayo  branch,  and  Carol  Cabral 
Shop  Steward.  Acting  Labour  Commissioner,  Mr  Raimundo  Cuellar,  witnessed 
the  signing  of  the  agreement.  [Text]  [Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES  in 
English  18  Dec  83  p  6] 

PUP  COROZAL  MEETING — The  Corozal  North  People's  United  Party  Constituency 
Convention  was  well  attended  at  Capri  Hall  on  Sunday,  Nov.  27,  1983  by 
delegates  from  San  Pedro,  Cristo  Rey,  Yo  Chen,  Patchakan,  Xaibe,  San  Andres 
and  Corozal  Town.  A  new  Executive  Committee  was  elected  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  People's  United  Party  in  the  Corozal  North  Constituency  for 
the  1983  to  1985  period.  The  officers  of  the  new  executive  are:  Hon  V 
Castillo — Chairman,  Mr  Basilio  Mena — Vice  Chairman,  Rodney  Moguel 
Secretary,  Eduardo  Villamil— Asst .  Secretary,  Evelio  Ake— Treasurer ,  Pedro 
Villanueva,  Youth  Organiser,  Ernesto  Murray — Chairman,  Social  Committee, 
Simeon  Botes — Chairman,  Education  Committee,  Idelfonso  Gomez  Chairman, 
Campaign  Committee.  Hon  Florenclo  Marin  Minister  of  Natural  Resources  and 
acting  General  Secretary  of  the  People's  United  Party  was  guest  speaker. 

Also  addressing  the  convention  was  the  Hon  Fred  Hunter,  Minister  of  Works 
and  the  Third  Vice  Chairman  of  the  People's  United  Party  National  Execu¬ 
tive.  [Text]  [Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  2J 

END  TO  SUGAR  STRIKE — Libertad,  Tues.  Dec  6  After  a  week  of  protests, 
strikes,  and  sporadic  outbursts  of  vandalism  against  BSI  properties,  work 
men  at  both  Libertad  and  Tower  Hill  sugar  factories  yesterday  morning 
returned  to  work  in  full  force.  At  a  meeting  held  on  Saturday  morning 
last,  BSI  company  and  BWU  officials  tentatively  agreed  to  have  a  go  at  the 
object  of  contention— a  restructuring  of  a  section  of  the  factory  which  wou 
reduce  the  work  force  in  this  particular  section.  Those  removed  from  the 
section  would  be  relocated  elsewhere  in  the  factory  according  to  company 
officials.  One  point  in  the  agreement  is  that  a  trial  period  would  be  under¬ 
taken  by  the  reduced  work  force.  In  the  event  of  failure  to  achieve  positive 
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results  from  these  stations  alternatives  would  be  suggested  by  both  manage¬ 
ment  and  union.  Grinding  operations  began  today  and  full  deliveries  of 
cane  are  expected  to  commence  tomorrow,  Wednesday.  [Text]  [Belize  City 
AMANDALA  in  English  9  Dec  83  pp  1,  12] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRITISH  VIRGIN  ISLANDS 


OPPOSITION  LEADER  NAMED;  NEW  ’BALANCE’  HAILED 

Nod  to  Stoutt 


Road  Town  THE  ISLAND  SUN  in  English  3  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text]  Acting  under  Section  33 
(2)  of  the  Virgin  Islands 
(Constitution)  Order,  1976, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 
appointed  the  Honourable 
Hamilton  Lavity  Stoutt  as 
Leader  of  the  Opposition 
in  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Virgin  Islands. 

His  Excellency  was  acting 
on  the  recommendation  of 
the  majority  of  the  elected 
Members  of  the 


who  are  members  of  the  Op¬ 
position  Party  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil. 

This  is  the  second  time 
that  the  Honourable  H.L. 
Stoutt  will  serve  as  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  first 
being  the  period  1071-  75. 
Mr.  Stoutt  has  also  served  as 
Chief  Minister  and  Deputy  ,; 
Chief  Minister  in  previous 
administrations. 


Fear  of  Excessive  Government  Power 
Road  Town  THE  ISLAND  SUN  in  English  3  Dec  83  p  15 
[Editorial] 

[Text]  It  is  clear  to  be  seen  why  so  many  people  favour  the  present 

set-up  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Government,  which  is 
the  result  of  the  recent  general  elections.  In  the  s^-up  of 
the  previous  (Ninth)  Legislative  Council,  it  was  all  Govern¬ 
ment  with  hardly  any  voice  of  an  Opposition.  In  the  pre¬ 
sent  Council  there  appears  to  be  an  appreciable  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  Government  Bench  and  that  of  the  Opposition, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  Opposition  will  keep  the  ^o- 
ple  knowledgeable  on  important  matters  which  come  before 
that  body.  Of  course,  this  lack  was  through  no  fault  of  the 
previous  Government,  but  it  did  give  the  Govemmerit  a 
greater  power  than  is  envisaged  under  a  parliamentary  systern 
in  which  the  minority  (Opposition)  plays  a  very  important 

role.  .  .  ,  ; 

As  the  present  set  up  is  now,  it  is  a  foregone  conclusion 

that  the  voice  of  the  minority  (Opposition)  will  be  heard 
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in  no  uncertain  way,  and  the  Government  will  not  have 
an  easy  or  unchallenged  pathway  in  its  operations  and,  on 
the  whole,  the  Government  will  be  subject  to  elective  scruti¬ 
ny  and  public  exposure  whenever  such  an  occasion  warrants. 
At  least,  we  so  hope,  w’hich  did  not  exist  before.  It  can  be 
said  that  many  serious-minded  people  in  the  BVI  felt  that 
the  Government  of  that  time  wheeled  too  much  power.  It 
seems  to  us  that  this  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  voters 
was  largely  responsible  for  the  change  in  Government. 

Let  us  put  aside  as  an  unreasonable  view  that  the  pre¬ 
vious  Government  was  unproductive.  It  is  just  the  opposite 
as  can  be  seen  in  most  places,  and  public  prosperity  was  not 
lacking,  for  the  most  part.  What  overshadowed  the  develop¬ 
ment  push  was  a  fear  among  many  people  over  the  power 
structure  of  the  Government  and  to  where  it  might  have 
lead.  This  may  have  brought  to  mind  the  old  saying,  “Too 
much  power  corrupts.” 

Right  or  wrong,  it  appears  that  this  sentiment  of  “Too 
much  power”  in  the  Government  was  at  the  root  of  the 
results  of  the  general  elections  which  brought  about  the 
change  in  Government. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


COSTA  RICA 


NEW  ECONOMIC  PROGRAM  SEEN  AS  INEFFECTIVE  STOPGAP  MEASURE 
San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  16  Dec  83  p  14- A 
[Editorial;  "Stabilization  Versus  Revival"] 

[Text]  Almost  from  the  outset,  the  government  of  the  republic  informed  the 
country  of  its  decision  to  increase  taxes  and  public  utility  rates  under  an 
emergency  plan  to  stabilize  the  economy.  The  problem  at  that  time  consisted 
in  the  enromous  difference  between  the  income  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
state,  and  taxes,  rather  than  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  were  chosen  as 
the  means  to  finance  it.  It  was  a  generalized  and  harsh  sacrifice  that  the 
citizenry  accepted  in  hopes  that  the  balance  attained  would  be  maintained, 
and  that  the  recovery  of  the  economy  would  start  in  1984.  Now,  however, 

1  1/2  years  later,  we  are  as  in  the  beginning — the  fiscal  imabalance  is  even 
bigger,  and  the  government  has  announced  to  the  country  a  new  "emergency 
program. " 

The  new  emergency  plan,  as  it  was  originally  outlined,  included  some  measures 
to  reduce  expenses  that  we  considered  appropriate  and  supported  in  our 
editorial  of  Sunday,  11  December.  Among  them,  we  underscored  the  measures 
to  trim  the  budget  by  an  amount  that  we  expect  will  exceed  10  percent,  and 
the  freezing  of  jobs  not  only  in  the  central  government,  but  also  in  the 
private  sector. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  subsequently  announced  that  the  overall  deficit  for  the 
public  sector  now  estimated  for  1984  is  in  excess  of  14  billion  colons, 
and  that  the  announced  trimming  will  fall  far  short  of  making  up  for  the 
shortage.  The  administration  then  proposed  that  a  surcharge  of  up  to  15  percent 
be  levied  on  business  profits,  which  once  more  raises  the  tax  rate  ceiling 
to  65  percent,  one  of  the  highest  in  the  world. 

With  a  tax  ceiling  of  65  percent  and  a  deficit  that  tends  to  boost  interest 
rates,  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  the  economy  can  be  revived.  Interst 
rates  that  are  too  high  in  real  terms  discourage  investment,  and  an  excessive 
tax  on  the  net  earnings  of  businesses  decapitalizes  them;  there  is  then  very 
little  left  for  reinvestment.  Those  aspects  of  the  new  emergency  program 
are  totally  incompatible  with  economic  revival. 
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Besides  the  incompatibility  of  the  taxes  and  the  economic  revival,  we  have 
noted  serious  incongruities  among  the  economic  policies  of  the  various 
®i^istries .  While  some  officials  advocate  moderation  in  wage  policy,  others 
propound  increases  in  excess  of  inflation;  while  the  drafters  of  the  emergency 
program  call  for  a  higher  tax  on  business  profits,  as  Indicated,  Dr  Mario 
Carvajal,  the  export  minister,  asserts  that  it  will  be  reduced  to  30  percent. 
Meanwhile,  the  investor  does  not  know  what  to  expect  in  the  line  of  taxes  for 
next  year  and  beyond. 

Conceived  in  that  fashion,  the  emergency  program  turns  out  to  be  far  from  what 
the  country  needs.  The  IMF  itself  seems  to  consider  that  his  program  is 
Insufficient  to  meet  the  minimum  requirements  of  a  stabilization  plan,  and 
that  the  Costa  Rican  Government  has  not  made  enough  efforts  to  solve  the 
economic  problems.  The  crisis  will  be  overcome  only  by  a  very  substantial 
reform  of  the  whole  economic  and  productive  structure,  starting  with  the 
state  and  its  institutions.  A  new  program  based  on  taxes,  with  rather  timid 
cutbacks  in  expenditures,  can  only  serve  to  maintain  the  status  quo  in  the 
near  term,  and  worsen  the  situation  in  the  future. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


COSTA  RICA 


MODEL  FARM  PROGRAM  FOR  REFUGEES  MAKING  NO  PROGRESS 
San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  5  Dec  83  p  10-A 
[Article  by  Elberth  F.  Duran  H. ] 

[Text]  What  is  termed  the  ultimate  and  productive  solution  to  aid  the 
refugees  in  the  country,  the  model  farms,  seems  to  be  belied  by  the  results 
currently  being  obtained  at  the  Los  Angeles  agricultural  settlement  located 
50  kilometers  northwest  of  Liberia,  in  Guanacaste. 

Some  300  Salvadorans  have  lived  in  that  place  for  3  years.  It  has  a 
productive  urban  Infrastructure  whose  total  cost  exceeds  $3  million,  but 
most  of  the  land  and  a  large  number  of  lodgings,  homes  and  other  structures 
remain  unused  and  unproductive.  Other  installations  are  completely  abandoned. 

That  community  recently  asked  the  government  of  the  republic  and  the  UN  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  (ACNUR) ,  to  be  relocated  away  from  the  Nicaraguan 
Ijorder  for  fear  of  an  eventual  armed  attack  from  that  country.  They  also 
mentioned  the  possibility  that  the  encounters  between  the  Nicaraguan  army  and 
the  insurgents  that  operate  near  the  national  territory  could  spread  to  the 
place. 

The  executive  power  turned  down  the  request. 

On  the  other  hand,  Gonzalo  Blanco  Pereira,  the  manager  of  the  Los  Angeles  model 
farm,  asserted  with  regard  to  the  deserted  look  of  the  Installations  that 
"the  people  do  not  cooperate  with  the  project,  but  rather  boycott  it;  they  do 
not  work  or  allow  work  to  be  done,  and  they  claim  that  they  are  not  paid  wages." 

Ap  athy 

At  first  sight,  the  conplacency  end  apathy  are  evinced  by  the  underbrush 
surrounding  the  dwellings.  The  result  of  that  attitude  is  that  only  a  few 
plots  have  been  planted  with  legumes  and  vegetables  in  the  194-hectare  farm 
where  the  settlement  is  located,  midway  between  the  towns  of  Dos  Rios  and 
Quebrada  Grande. 

Taking  a  tour  of  the  farm,  one  can  observe  that  there  are  six  buildings  with 
seven  compartments  each  intended  for  the  raising  of  chickens  for  food  and  the 
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production  of  eggs,  of  which  only  two  compartments  are  being  used.  Moreover 
conditions  in  those  two  compartments  are  inadequate,  and  the  fowls  are  crowded. 

There  is  also  lack  of  help  and  trash  all  around,  with  the  resultant  hazard 
for  the  birds. 


A  total  of  30  dwellings  suitably  fitted  for  family  habitation  remain 
unoccupied  and  devoid  of  any  kind  of  attention. 

With  regard  to  some  of  those  conditions,  project  officials  warned  of  the 
existence  of  a  negative  influence  of  an  organization  known  as  the  Refugee 
Coordinator,  which  reportedly  is  opposed  to  the  settlement  program."  "It 
rather,  added  an  informant,  "  urges  them  to  ignore  the  opportunities  and 
resources  that  are  going  to  waste  here.  Moreover,  it  has  even  scared  those 
who  decided  to  work  the  land,  thus  ultimately  creating  a  climate  of 
uncertainty  and  uneasiness  that  is  detrimental  to  the  center,"  That 

influence  is  pointed  out  as  a  cause  of  the  unproductivity  and  instability 
displayed  by  the  refugees. 

Options 


According  to  the  ACNUR  s  and  the  government's  plans,  the  best  option  to  take 
care  of  the  refugees  is  the  durable  projects  of  the  establishment  of  farms 
or  other  productive  agrarian  undertakings.  Therefore,  the  Los  Angeles 
project  IS  an  example  of  the  goal  being  sought.  In  it,  the  refugees  will 
manage  to  become  independent  of  the  material  aid  they  are  provided  with  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  in  the  country.  With  the  allocation  of  dwellings, 
ands,  installations  and  financing,  the  cultivation  of  state  lands  would 
eventually  lead  to  food  self-sufficiency  in  the  refugee  agrarian  settlements. 


However,  the  latest  indications  of  the  results  at  the  Los  Angeles  project  do 
not  favor  such  expectations.  "Despite  the  fact  that  we  insist  on  the  need 
that  they  decide  to  work  for  their  own  benefit,  the  refugees  here  remain  as 
^ependent  as  before,  or  more  so,"  the  project  agronomist,  Antonio  Ugalde,  said. 

Paradoxically,  he  added,  "it  takes  very  few  people  to  get  a  good  production 
on  a  farm  as  good  as  this  one." 


On  the  other  hand,  as  long  as  the  mistakes  are  not  corrected,  and  the  attitude 
of  the  refugees  and  the  performance  of  the  personnel  in  charge  of  the  proiect 
change,  the  executive  power  presumably  will  not  make  a  decision  as  to  whether 
other  such  projects  with  Nicaraguan  refugees  will  be  set  up  on  the  Atlantic 
seabord  or  the  south  of  the  country.  Some  of  the  2,400  refugees  living  in 
Tilaran  and  Limon  would  ba  settled  there. 

Neither  has  there  been  any  decision  about  the  integrated  projects  in  which 
would  be  included.  This  is  so,  according  to  Phillip  Sargisson 
the  ACNUR  director  in  our  country,  "because  the  Costa  Rican  state  will  have  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  nationals  inasmuch  as  the  organization's  statutes 
do  not  allow  it  to  provide  for  any  other  than  foreign  refugees." 
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Maj  ority 

Of  the  nearly  20,000  regufees  in  the  country,  approximately  10,000  are 
s:ivadorans,'^som;  6,000  are  Nicaraguans,  and  the  ^st  -e^of  o  her 
nationalities,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  of  ’ 

the  solutions  that  are  being  sought  must  conform  to  that  fact.  ^  ^ 

the  results  of  the  first  attempt,  the  Los  Angeles  farm,  are  so  imp 
for  the  making  of  future  decision. 

Miguel  Roig  Sanabria,  the  director  of  the 

Joint  Institute  for  Social  Aid  (IMAS) ,  stated  another  reason  for  the 
difficulties  facing  the  project.  "Productivity  has  not  yet  been  attained, 
nor  profitability,  because  there  have  been  administrative  problems  in  the 
past,"  he  emphasized. 

Anyway  in  light  of  the  continuous  arrival  of  Nicaraguans  across  the 

harder,  a  decision  about  this  and  other  agrarian  projects  should  be 
expected  in  the  near  future.  Rather  unfavorable  results  can  be  assured  i 
present  conditions  persist,  and  if  they  are  changed,  their  usefulness  will 
depend  on  what  the  modifications  will  be. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


CUBA 


LACK  OF  INTEREST  IN,  APPRECIATION  FOR  NEWS  MEDIA  DISCUSSED 
Havana  VERDE  OLIVO  in  Spanish  17  Nov  83  No  46  pp  24«27 
{Article  by  Joel  Vilarino:  "The  Use  of  the  Press"] 

{Text]  Whenever  I  see  one  of  the  copies  of  our  newspapers  and  magazines, 
full  of  information  and  interesting  and  valuable  subject  matter,  the  same 
questions  come  to  mind:  Are  we  making  good  use  of  the  press?  Are  we  using 
it  properly  or  are  we  underusing  it?  And  the  answer  which  I  give  myself 
never  changes;  No,  we  are  underusing  it;  we  are  not  utilizing  it  to  the  full 
extent  possible  and  necessary. 

I  am  not  making  any  absolute  statement  here.  The  same  thing  does  not  always 
happen  everywhere.  But  in  many  places — what  are  we  doing  with  the  press? 

What  are  you  doing,  what  am  I  doing,  what  is  the  other  person  doing?  The 
usual:  Individual  reading  of  events  without  any  objective  other  than  to  be 
more  or  less  informed  (sometimes  even  about  the  most  superfluous  things). 

The  conventional  thing  to  do  also  is  to  cut  the  papers  up  for  posting  on  the 
wall,  without  any  attempt  at  esthetic  patterns,  on  occasion  with  a  great 
degree  of  formalism.  In  both  cases,  spontaneity  usually  prevails  and  takes 
away  from  full  utilization. 

Directed  reading  and  group  reading,  with  comments,  precisely  constitute  two 
of  the  most  effective  ways  to  make  more  use  of  the  press  but  they  are  hardly 
ever  employed.  The  press  file  is  encountered  with  a  certain  degree  of 
frequency  but  in  quite  a  few  places  it  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence  and  where 
it  does  exist  it  is  sometimes  incomplete  or  it  is  almost  never  used  and  is 
located  in  a  place  that  is  difficult  to  reach. 

The  file  of  categorized  press  materials  is  a  rarety  because  it  is  so  tiny; 
it  can  be  found  only  in  a  few  places  and  in  more  than  one  case  it  is  used 
practically  not  at  all. 

The  press  display  windows  are  not  only  few  in  number  but  usually  the  items  are 
way  outdated,  without  doing  anybody  any  good,  because  they  are  replaced  very 
little  or  only  too  late,  because  they  are  poorly  placed  or  simply  because 
many  of  the  spaces  remain  blank.  Finally,  looking  at  another  use,  we  must 
add  the  fact  that  we  pay  very  little  attention  in  many  places  to  radio  and 
television. 
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"But  there  is  a  little  bit  of  everything  for  everybody,"  as  the  old  refrain 
goes.  Nevertheless,  our  attitude  toward  the  press  in  the  majority  of  cases 
is  quite  contradictory.  But  many  people  would  at  first  sight  say  that  we 
do  have  the  highest  appreciation  for  it. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  there  is  no  newspaper  or  when  it  comes  late  or  when 
newspapers  are  not  distributed  in  time  or  when  they  are  poorly  distributed, 
then  we  all  protest  and  criticize.  The  same  thing  happens  when,  with  or 
without  good  reason,  the  budget  funds  allocated  for  the  press  run  out  ahead 
of  time.  In  that  case  we  try  to  manage  as  best  we  can,  we  ask  for  more  money 
and  we  try  to  work  out  solutions. 


But  when  we  have  it  in  hand,  day  after  day,  year  after  year,  we  do  not  dis¬ 
play  the  same  readiness  and  we  do  not  get  full  use  out  of  it,  in  other  words, 
we  simply  underuse  it. 

Our  "high  esteem"  for  the  press  comes  to  light  in  a  likewise  fleeting  manner 
in  conjunction  with  another  two  moments.  That  happens  in  case  of  the  labori¬ 
ous  and  always  last-minute  search  for  some  material  that  would  be  of  use  to 
us  for  example  when  a  particular  date  comes  and  we  have  to  prepare  a  speech, 
a  project  for  the  wall  display  case,  an  address,  or  something  like  that. 

How  much  would  we  then  give  for  the  periodical  or  the  magazine  which  "carries 
that!" 

The  other  moment,  no  less  frequent  but  equally  passing.  Involves  the  study 
of  speeches.  We  all  know  that,  as  the  speeches  of  our  Commander-in-Chlef 
Fidel  Castro  and  of  other  top  leaders  come  out,  we  are  always  directed  to 
study  them.  But  even  so,  there  are  many  of  us  who  do  not  realize  that  and 
who  do  not  keep  the  corresponding  publications.  (In  this  connection  it  must 
be  said  that  the  "remedy"  employed  in  some  of  these  cases  is  not  to  distribute 
the  press;  instead,  all  of  it  or  almost  of  it  is  held  back  "for  when  the 
moment  comes"  instead  of  distributing  it  for  its  immediate  use,  making  pro¬ 
visions  and  issuing  guidelines  for  its  proper  filing  at  the  proper  time.) 

So  far  I  have  been  talking  only  about  those  who,  for  better  or  worse,  in  one 
way  or  another,  are  interested  in  the  press  although  insufficiently  at  that. 
But  I  am  not  forgetting  that  there  are  also  those  who  are  never  interested^ 
in  it  and  who  look  at  the  press  only  occasionally.  Two  examples  come  to  mind. 

At  one  time  I  happened  to  be  checking  on  a  unit  when,  around  8  p.m.,  I  went  to 
the  club's  television  set  to  watch  the  national  television  news.  The  place 
was  full  of  comrades,  mostly  officers,  and  made  a  good  impression.  Everybody 
made  use  of  the  last  few  minutes  of  the  Adventure  Program  at  1930.  But,  to 
my  astonishment,  the  moment  the  recreation  program  was  over  and  the  news 
appeared  on  the  screen,  many  simply  left. 

Puzzled,  I  inquired  whether  this  was  something  accidental  (perhaps  they  had 
a  night-time  duty  assignment,  perhaps  the  men  were  tired,  etc.);  no,  that  was 
something  customary  in  that  place. 
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The  other  example  has  to  do  with  a  more  common  and  current  feature  of  our 
lifs*  It  has  to  do  with  the  surveys  we  conduct  with  a  certain  degree  of 
frequency  among  the  fightingmen  in  our  units  to  determine  how  well  they  are 
Itiformed  on  domestic  and  international  current  affairs*  Only  on  rare  oc~* 
casions  do  we  encounter  comrades  who  do  not  at  least  have  a  minimum  level 
of  information. 

Of  course,  not  everything  that  comes  to  mind  here  is  bad.  My  memory  still 
harbors  the  image  of  Marcos,  one  of  our  most  intelligent  and  active  political 
workers,  holding  the  periodical  or  magazine  in  his  hands,  meeting  almost 
daily  x,7ith  groups  of  comrades,  talking  to  them  about  what  had  been  published 
there,  about  its  general  importance  and  about  its  particular  importance  to 
them. 

I  often  recall  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cabrera,  one  of  our  young  propagandists, 
pleasantly  surprising  his  audience  with  the  magnificent  information  package 
he  presented  in  one  of  his  lectures;  when  he  was  questioned  by  his  listeners 
about  the  origin  of  all  that  information,  he  told  them  in  reply  with  complete 
honesty  that  he  had  taken  it  completely  from  the  daily  press.  The  comrade 
simply  always  and  in  a  carefully  organized  manner  kept  a  file  of  press  ma¬ 
terials  under  various  categorized  headings. 

Finally,  in  order  not  to  turn  this  into  a  list  of  anecdotes,  I  recall  one 
of  our  party  nuclei  which  followed  the  saying  that  "we  cannot  afford  to  have 
a  single  militant  who  does  not  procure  and  read  the  press  daily";  that  nucleus 
appointed  one  of  its  members  as  an  activist  charged  with  daily  seeing 
to  the  procurement  and  reading  of  the  press  by  all  comrades  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Why,  nevertheless,  do  we  make  such,  poor  use  of  the  press  in  so  many  places? 

One  can  understand  that  the  public  at  large  cannot  and  does  not  have  to  be 
a  specialist  in  making  optimum  use  of  the  press,  nor  is  it  the  duty  of  the 
public  to  do  so.  But  the  political  cadre,  yes;  the  propagandist,  the  leader 
of  a  party  organization  or  the  UJC  [Union  of  Young  Communists],  the  educator, 
the  agitator,  the  lecturer,  the  activist,  and  the  militant,  yes. 

^ybody  who  has  to  develop  revolutionary  consciousness  in  depth  and  expand 
it,  yes.  We  are  not  always  aware  of  that  and  this  is  why  we  are  not  doing 
enough  in  working  with  the  press  which — I  must  say  this  with  emphasis — does 
not  end  but  rather  begins  when  we  receive  and  distribute  it! 

If  we  belong  to  one  of  these  categories  of  persons,  then  we  are  not  allowed 
to  adopt  an  attitude  toward  the  press  which  is  the  same  as  that  assumed 
toward  the  ordinary  individual.  We  must  therefore  tackle  this  effort  on  the 
basis  of  different  premises  and  unavoidable  considerations.  I  would  like  to 
list  three  of  them  which  appear  to  be  fundamental  to  me: 

1.  The  Second  Party  Congress  with  absolute  clarity  established  that  "ideo¬ 
logical  work  today  occupies  the  first  line  of  combat,  the  first  revolutionary 
trench  for  all  revolutionaries."  And  in  a  likewise  express  manner  it  outlined 
the  requirement  that  every  communist  must  be  a  permanent  propagandist  of  the 
party's  ideas  and  policy. 
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Ho»  are  „e  properly  «  f 

ziii  ::iiiab“  to  os  for  this  purpose!  ::37“3'“L^“:’„rh:v: 

most  common,  dally,  obtainable,  useful,  living,  and  easy  ins 
available  every  day  to  do  our  Ideological  work. 

2.  The  press  does  not  simply  fall  from  the  ^ky-  a?f really 

land. 

Huge  financial 

Zrt:g"-2l’thr::;  rthrtae^LlL  aVradlo  stations;  from  the  most 
diversi  chemical  products  all  the  way  to  the  newsstands. 

we  can  to  get  the  most  our  of  the  press? 

3.  What  the  press  offers  us  dally  is  not  -rather  much  »d^lt^ls^ 

usefu^  nevertheless  w  do  ""t  “ke  ^rok”  Te  enLess.  By  way  of  example 

i';  uf  “ke°“irso»i  corr;nt  items  from  two  of  our  publications:  The  periodical 

GRANMA  and  the  magazine  VERDE  OLIVO. 

<-  crnTT/nm  11G  n  r i*PTTiaTidous  volume  of  extremely 
GRANMA  has,  without  interruption,  giv  crisis-  on  its  page  2  it 

valuable  information  about  the  capitalist  and  historical 

assiduously  publishes  °3gt-  etetj  week  likewise,  in  the  same  space, 

character  that  are  of  great  in  ,  rlpfpnt?e-  frequently  it  brings  us 

^£"“^rLSnr:"ur?:1L“Sr  uLfioS";ectro“n;  ab^e  all  during  the 
fLlr^lklT.  durii  the  fi’rst  few  -nths^oj^the  -t^year,^its 

pages  bring  us  formidable  reports  on  t  ^  of  the  successes 

economic  and  social  developmen  p  an  »  guides  us  during  every  impor- 

achieved  in  socialist  construction  in  Cuba,  it  „^ders 

“Lfy’^rr^irtfel^^rof^Ls  resk  fro^^the  sta-^through  its 

rillfsrefe^yTerre^^  situation  is. 

flSr°t™he“dlfe:t°fn«rrt^ororL:o!~;T^^^^ 
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editorials,  it  outlines  for  us  the  road  to  follow  in  one  or  another  direction 
in  our  military  and  political-military  activities,  such  as  those  that  were 
recently  published  on  the  start  of  the  training  period  and  about  savings; 
it  gives  us  its  sure  view  of  one  or  the  other  international  problem  through 
various  articles;  with  great  assiduousness,  it  offers  us  really  useful  help 
in  our  daily  work  through  the  publication  of  a  series  of  materials,  such  as 
those  devoted  to  young  officers,  to  leadership  work,  to  military  pedagogy 
and  psychology,  support  for  Marxist-Leninist  and  political  training,  savings, 
and  many  other  things. 

To  give  just  two  final  examples,  several  months  ago,  in  large  series,  it 
published  graphic  and  informative  reports  on  each  of  the  15  republics  of  the 
USSR  on  the  occasion  of  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  great 
socialist  state.  The  assembly  of  all  of  these  articles  was  helpful  in 
putting  together  a  magnificent  commemorative  exhibit  which  I  was  able  to  see 
for  myself  in  several  units.  Now,  on  the  basis  of  this  experience  and  as 
part  of  the  activities  for  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  triumph  of  the  Cuban 
revolution,  it  is  publishing  articles  on  each  of  our  provinces  in  its  sup¬ 
plements  . 

Is  this  little  or  is  it  much?  How  useful  can  all  this  be  in  our  propaganda 
and  agitation  activities?  But  there  is  more. 

The  press  is  also  invaluable  as  a  means  for  the  illustration  and  updating  of 
Study  textbooks,  manuals,  works  of  the  classical  authors  of  Marxism-Leninism, 
essays,  and  various  theoretical  materials,  especially  those  dealing  with  the 
social  sciences  and  other  branches,  not  exluding  the  field  of  military  affairs 
through  its  reports  and  fresh,  '*last-minute”  information. 

Does  not  the  biogas,  obtained  from  the  excrements  of  animals — which,  in  the 
fight  to  save  petroleum,  is  beginning  to  illuminate  our  cattle  ranches — 
illustrate,  with  an  example  taken  from  the  Cuba  of  today,  the  philosophical 
problem  of  the  indestructibility  and  transformation  of  matter,  as  was  sug¬ 
gested  to  me  recently  by  the  reading  of  an  article  in  the  magazine  BOHEMIA? 

And  did  not  the  makeup  and  deployment  of  the  Yankee  armed  forces  abroad,  as 
recently  presented  by  one  of  our  periodicals,  help  us  in  explaining  problems 
of  political-military  geography? 

For  many  of  us,  the  obligation,  the  duty,  and  the  convenience  of  making  good 
use  of  the  press  go  far  beyond  individual  reading  intended  to  keep  us  informed. 
We  must  review  the  press  daily  with  this  approach:  What  can  be  useful  to  me 
in  this  periodical  or  magazine  for  my  work? 

If  we  do  that,  then  we  will  undoubtedly  find  useful  things  there:  The  pro¬ 
pagandist,  the  lecturer,  the  teacher,  the  director  of  Marxist-Leninist  and 
political  training,  the  committee  spokesman,  the  agitator,  the  wall  newspaper 
activist,  the  instructor  for  the  nucleus  or  the  base  committee,  the  person 
in  charge  of  the  cultural  commission  and  the  Lenin-Marti  room  council,  the 
methodology  expert,  the  fellow  who  has  to  prepare  a  speech,  and  many  others. 


The  political  cadre,  in  particular,  the  propagandist,  must  daily  go  through 
the  press  in  order  to  determine  "what  does  this  issue  bring  that  I  must  not 
allow  the  fightlngmen  to  fail  to  read  or  that  might  be  useful  for  them  to 
read  and  whose  reading  I  therefore  must  require?  What  must  I  expressly 
designate  for  collection  or  filing?  What  instructions  must  I  give  to  the 
activists,  agitators,  etc.,  regarding  one  or  the  other  article  that  is 
being  published  here?" 

We  must  not  forget  that  the  press  file  and  the  file  of  press  materials 
categorized  by  topics  are  too  valuable  treasuries  if  they  are  permanently 
organized,  if  they  are  linked  in  terms  of  their  utilization  to  the  execution 
of  Marxist-Leninist  and  political  training  programs,  to  the  content  of 
propaganda  activities  through  lectures,  agitation  and  culture  work,  teaching 
in  party  schools  and  military  schools,  the  history  commissions,  the  Lenin- 
Marti  room  councils,  graphic  propaganda,  direct  leadership  activities. 


If  any  arguments  are  still  needed  to  emphasize  the  need  for  working  more  or 
less  toward  optimum  utilization  of  the  press,  we  might  even  go  back  into 
history . 

What  attitude  did  the  communists  always  adopt  throughout  the  world  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  press?  What  attitude  did  the  bourgeois  maintain  and  what 
attitude  do  they  now  maintain  regarding  it?  Was  and  is  this  for  them  only 
big  business  or  is  it  also  a  primordial  instrument  for  the  promotion  and 
advancement  of  their  ideas  and  their  class  interests?  Did  they  not  and  do 
they  not  devote  enormous  material  and  human  resources  to  that? 

Through  their  lives,  did  not  Marx,  Engels,  and  Lenin  assign  fundamental 
importance  to  it,  making  maximum  use  of  it?  Did  not  Lenin  create  ISKRA.to 
make  the  Russian  revolution?  Did  he  not  assign  to  it  the  very  highest 
mission  of  making  it  the  first  educator  and  organizer  of  the  popular  masses 
in  the  gigantic  effort  to  defend  and  build  socialism? 

But  we  can  go  a  little  bit  further  than  that.  Marti  founded  and  published 
PATRIA  to  make  the  revolution  of  independence.  Maceo,  in  the  midst  of  the 
war,  and  as  a  weapon  of  war,  founded  EL  CUBANO  LIBRE.  Fidel,  Che,  and  Raul 
founded  written  press  and  radio  organs  during  the  war  against  the  tyranny. 

The  old  Cuban  communists  created  and  maintained  their  press  organs  even 
under  the  difficult  conditions  of  underground  operations  in  which  they  had  to 
work  for  many  years.  The  party  extraordinarily  developed  the  press  ever 
since  the  triumph  of  the  revolution. 

Now  we  must  ask  ourselves:  Why  and  what  for?  What  is  the  importance  of  the 
press  that  those  outstanding  men  in  history,  so  deeply  involved  in  gigantic 
undertakings,  should  always  and  without  fail  devote  so  much  effort  and  at 
tention  to  it? 

The  answer,  the  conclusions,  and  the  next  step  are  up  to  the  reader. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


DOMINICA 


CHARLES  ASSAILS  GUYANA’S  HANDLING  OF  TRADE  ARRANGEMENTS 


Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  8  Dec  83  p  3 


[Text]  ROSEAU,  Dominica,  Wed 
nesoay,  (CANA)  —  Dominica 
ihas  renewed  its  call  for  the 
^exclusion  of  Guyana  from  the 
U3-membcr  Caribbean  Com¬ 
munity  (Caricom)  saying  it  did 
not  believe  such  a  move  would 
i  result  in  the  break  up  of  the  10- 
t  year-old  regional  integration 
^movement. 

■  ‘T  don’t  think  that  the  other 
countries  would  leave  if  Guyana 
.leaves,  but  I  am  saying  this  is 
fhow  I  feel  about  it,”  Prime 
j  Minister  Eugenia  Charles  told 
[reporters  here  during  a  35- 
minute  radio  interview  on 
^Monday  night. 

i  Dominica  and  Guyana  have 
fbeen  at  loggerheads  since  Miss 
j  Charles,  as  Chairman  of  the 
-  Organisation  of  Eastern 
Caribbean  States  (OECS), 
played  a  key  role  in  the  October 
25  U.S-Ied  invasion  of  Grenada 
to  topple  a  leftwing  military 
junta  which  had  seized  power  in 
a  bloody  coup. 

Guyana,  Belize,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  and  the  Bahamas  op- 
iposed  the  intervention  and 
;president  Forbes  Burnham  has 
ilbitterlv  attacked  the  states_ 
involved,  both  at  home  and  in 
international  fora. 

<  In  addition,  MiS8[  Charles  has 
^accused  Guyana  bf  selling  a 
fouantity  of  rice  originally 
;  destined  for  Roseau  to  TOnidad 
'  and  cancelling  other  orders 
under  an  exchange  agreement 
?  in  which  Dominica  would  have 
c  supplied  Guyana  with  soap, 
f  Burnham  has  denied  the 


'  charge,  saying  Dominica 
refused  to  sign  the  agreement 
despite  repeated  requests  for  it 
to  do  so. 

Miss  CJharles  said  Dominica 
wanted  the  Caricom  Secretariat 
shifted  from  Georgetown  to  a 
'  ‘more  central  location  ’  ’ 
arguing  that  many  people  no 
longer  wanted  to  work  out  of 
Guyana. 

'Tt  is  very  difficult  to  get 
people  to  go  and  work  in 
^  Guyana  now.  Many  people  don’t 
want  to  work  there,”  she  said, 
suggesting  that  the  secretariat 
be  re-located  in  either  St.  Lucia, 

;  Antigua  and  Barbuda  or  Bar- 
r  bados. 

The  Caricom  rules  do  not 
provide  for  the  explosion  of  a 
.  memberstate,  but  Miss  Charles 
^  indicated  that  before  yearend 
Caribbean  leaders  might  decide 
on  whether  to  amend  the  rules. 

‘Tt  was  brought  up  at  the  last 
Caricom  meeting  that  we 

had . I  think  there  will  be 

further  discussions  during  the 
course  of  the  coming  year  on 
that . she  said. 

“This  is  how  the  treaty  is  and 
this  is  why  we  have  been  saying 
long  before  the  Grenada  affair 
that  the  treaty  must  be 
rescheduled,”  Miss  Charles 
added. 

The  Dominica  Prime  Minister 
said  she  has  not  as  yet  had  any 
discussions  with  other  Carib¬ 
bean  leaders  on  the  explosion  of 
Guyana.  However,  she  said:  “I 
think  after  the  Grenada  episode 
and  all  the  things  attached  to  it 


and  the  fact  that  he  (Burnham) 
could  be  so  rude  as  he  would 
decide  trade  matters  in 

Caricom . I  think  therefore 

there  can  be  no  chance  of 

.  talking  to  him . ” 

“Tliat’s  how  I  think  per¬ 
sonally,  I  don’t  know  if  the  other 
countries  think  that  way,”  said 
Miss  Charles. 

Miss  Charles  refuted  a  claim 
by  President  Burnham  that 
Guyana  had  not  cancelled  an 
i  agreement  between  the  two 
stat^  for  Guyana  to  exchange 
its  rice  for  soap  from  Roseau 
She  said  that  Dominica  was 
awaiting  the  arrival  here  of  a 
mission  from  Guyana  to  discuss 
the  issue. 

^  meantime  we  did  ship 

the  soap . but  Burnham’s 

country  cancelled  two  orders  of 
soap  that  were  outstanding,” 
she  said,  pointing  out  thk 
although  the  rice  from  Guyana 
was  expensive,  Dominica  was 
prepared  to  buy  it  because  of 
the  Caricom  arrangements. 

“It  isn’t  Grenada  they  did  not 
like,  Burnham  just  did  not  like 
the  fact  that  he  could  not  dictate 
to  Caribbean  countries 
anymore.  We  are  all  in¬ 
dependent  and  we  could  do  our 
own  thing  without  him,”  said 
Miss  Oiarles. 

The  Prime  Minister  defended 
the  OECS  —  American  “rescue 
of  Grenada”  and  said  she  did 
not  believe  the  Americans 
wanted  to  have  a  military 
presence  in  the  region. 
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DOMINICA 


CHARLES  DISCUSSES  OECS  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  REGULATIONS 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  13  Dec  83  p  12 
j-^^ticle  by  Peter  Richards] 


[Text] 

;  Roseau;  Dominica,  J^nday 
NGANA)  —  Dominica’s  Pnme 
^Minister  Eugenia  Charles  today 
•said  thete  is  a  •  need  for 
•^meaningful"  foreign 
currency  regulations  uitto  the 
'aeveh-natlon 

Eastern  Caribbean  States  (OECS). 

Addressing  the  annual  8enc™| 
TTieetinS  of  the  National  Com 
merciaf  Bank  of  Dominic  Miss 
Charles  who  is  Dominica  s  Fmance 
Minister  said  “it  is  a  matter  f^ 
concern  that  the  external 
of  the  Central  Bank  (Eastern 
Caribbean  Central  Bank)  have 
been  ^dwindling  within  the  past 

^^If  this  trend  is  not  arrested  our 
commercial  banks  may 
.perience  difficulty  in  proving  an 
adequate  supply 
change  for  the  use  of  the  business 
-aector.”.-  -  -  ^ 

Miss  Charles  told  the  meeting  “it 
is  therefore  of  critical  impo^nce 
that  we  review  as  quickly  as 
possible  the  administration  of 
foreign  exchange  ® 
region  if  we  are  not  to  ftnd  o^ 
.selves  very  quickly  in  the  unen- 
iviable  position  of  some  of  our 
^neighbours,  without . 
bk^x^anse  to  purchase :  bare 
necLitfes  for  the  survival  and 
welfare  of  our  people.  .  ^  _ 

“We  need  to  put  m  place  as  a 
imatter  of  urgency  nieaningfid 
^exchange  control  regulations  to 
;Stor  the  inflow  and  the  use  of 


foreign  exchange,  she  said. 

'*We  are  aware  very  much  aware 
that  a  number  of  busings  firms  do 
not  comply  with  the  requirement 
for  the  repatriation  of  foreign 
exchange”  she  said,  adding  ‘  we 
are  aware  that  some  local  firms 
hold  or  invest  substantial  sums  in 
foreign  currency  abroad,' thereby 
enriching  the  coffers  of  wealthier 
nations  and  providing  jobs  for  the 
already  priinleged  workers,  in 
metrowlitan  countries. 

Miss  (diaries  said  that  already 
Dominica  had  moved  towards 
monitoring  the  flow  of  cigTency. 
here.  In  this  regard  the  Central 
Bank  of  Barbados  had  trained 
Dominicans  “in  the  policies  and 
procedures  •  for  .effective 
management  in  tWs  «rea.’’  _ 

“We  do  not  mtend  to  impose 
undue  restrictions  on  the  flow  of 
money  but  we  feel  that  wer  must 
Linform  ourselves  and  have  some 
i  influence  and  control  on  such  vital 
issue.  This  we  viU  do  in  co¬ 
ordination  with  A  . 

territories  and  throuidi  Central 
Bank,”  she  said.  .  -  ^ 

Miss  Charles  viewed  the 
establishment  of  the  Easrorn 
Caribbean  Central  Bank  which 
came  into  effect  October  this  year 
as  ijeihg  "^timely  at  this  stage  ^ 
j  our  development”  but  -wamM  that 
’  the  Bank  could  otily  succeed  m  its 
performance  if  there  is  common 
acceptance  of  the  objectives  to  be 
achieved  or  the  part  of  ttie  par¬ 
ticipating  countries. 


*  It  is  not  enough  to  set  up  an 
institution  If  there  is  not  the  in¬ 
tention  and  the^^ 
work.  The  establishment  of^^ 
Central  Bank  by  itself  will 
little  significance  If  we  are  ttsf 
committed  to  give  it  the  full«t 
support  and  co-operation  ,  sne 
said 

According  to  the  annual  report 
released  today  the  National 
Commercial  Bank  (NCB)  ended 
rhe  fSial  year.  1962-198^  with 
mixed  fortunes  with  pre-tax 
earnings  and  net  profite  ®bow^a 
decline  of  17.01  per  cent  and  2.7  ^r 
cent  respectively  over  the  last 

financial  year  the  bank 
recorded  pre-tax  earnings  ^ 
EC$526  471  (one  EC  dollar  —  ^ 
cents  U.S.)  as  compar^  with 
EC$436  926  this  year.  The  net 
-profits  dropped  from  ECf401  177  to 
KcS390  251 

In  its  outlook  for  1983-84  the  b^ 
said  it  hopes  to  assist  in  the  housing 
sector  through  long  term  depos^ 
We  are  aware  that  *  dire  need 
exists  for  this  tyqie  of  financing, 
the  report  said.  _  .  .  j 

Hie  bank  also.aaid  it  wished  to 
assist  the  agricultural  ana 
SSacturing  s^ectoro  it  said  that 
-“in  -general  the  .outlook  .for  ..the 
hpnk  appears  to  be  encouragmg.. 

In  her  address  Miss  Charles  said 
that  it  was  important  that  the 
NCB’s  banking  policies  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  imperatives  for 
development  in  Dommica. 
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BRIEFS 

DOMLEC  TAKEOVER — Roseau,  Dominica,  Wednesday,  (CANA) — The  Dominica  Govern¬ 
ment  now  owns  the  island's  electricity  service  following  the  free  transfer 
of  the  51  per  cent  shareholding  of  Britain's  Commonwealth  Development  Cor¬ 
poration  (CDC) .  Dominica  had  previously  owned  49  per  cent  of  the  shares  in 
the  Dominica  Electricity  Services  Limited  (DOMLEC) .  Prime  Minister 
Eugenia  Charles  told  reporters  that  the  CDC  transfer  of  shares  had  been 
"absolutely  free."  The  agreement  for  Dominica's  takeover  of  DOMLEC  was 
signed  over  the  weekend.  A  Government  statement  yesterday  quoted  John 
Taylor  CDC's  representative  for  the  Leeward  and  Windward  Islands  as  saying 
the  move  was  "an  evolutionary  change."  He  said  that  CDC  was  not  severing 
its  relationship  with  Dominica  since  it  intended  to  be  involved  in  DOMLEC 
in  other  ways.  Miss  Charles  said  that  a  new  board  of  directors  for  the 
company  would  be  announced  today  and  CDC  will  be  given  the  right  to  nomi¬ 
nate  a  member.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  8  Dec  83 
P  3] 
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LEADERS  CONCENTRATE  ON  NEW  THREAT  TO  NATION,  CARICOM 

Burnham  Remarks  in  India 

Georgetox^  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Nov  83  pp  1,  5 
[Article  by  Kamini  Persaud] 

[Text]  New  Delhi,  [GNA] — The  Commonwealth  Heads-of -Government  meeting,  now 
in  its  third  day  in  New  Delhi,  is  turning  out  to  be  very  much  a  Caribbean 
affair. 

Although  Commonwealth  leaders  yesterday  morning  began  discussing  global 
economic  trends  and  the  much  talked  about  study  on  money  and  finance, 

"Towards  a  New  Bretton  Woods",  the  highlights  of  the  day’s  proceedings  were 
press  conferences  by  President  Forbes  Burnham  of  Guyana  and  Prime  Minister 
Mary  Eugenia  Charles  of  Dominica. 

The  press  conferences,  held  within  minutes  of  each  other,  focused  primarily 
on  issues  such  as  the  Grenada-Cuba  connection  and  the  alleged  threat  by 
Grenada  to  neighbouring  Caribbean  states,  the  alleged  "leaking"  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  invasion  to  Cuba,  the  Grenadian  "welcome"  for  the  invading 
American  troops,  the  future  of  the  Caribbean  integration  movement  and  the 
alleged  severing  of  trading  links  between  Dominica  and  Guyana. 

An  unapologetic  Miss  Charles  who  said  she  would  participate  again  in  an 
invasion  such  as  that  of  Grenada,  given  the  same  circumstances,  was  also 
asked  to  give  her  views  on  the  likelihood  of  uncontrolled  American  presence 
in  the  Caribbean  now  that  they  have  been  invited  by  regional  states. 

"I  am  quite  sure  that  this  fear  that  the  whole  world  has  of  a  great  mighty 
America  taking  us  over  and  submerging  us  is  completely  unfounded".  Miss 
Charles  told  reporters. 

Threatened 

Meanwhile,  Cde.  Burnham  who  is  yet  to  speak  on  Grenada  in  the  summit  sessions 
(Miss  Charles  spoke  Thursday)  lamented  that  Dominica  and  the  other  "invading" 
Caribbean  states  were  "trying  to  sell  an  unsaleable  story ...  to  justify  the 
re-entry  of  colonialism  and  imperialism  in  the  Caribbean  on  invitation." 
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Asked  whether  Guyana  felt  threatened  In  the  wake  of  the  events  in  Grenada, 
Cde.  Burnham  explained  that  any  country  whose  macroeconomic  policies  did 
not  get  with  the  American  concept  of  what  it  should  be  is  threatened. 

He  dismissed  as  "idle  dreaming"  the  fears  expressed  by  some  Caribbean  leaders 
about  a  supposed  arms  build-up  in  Grenada. 

"AK  47s  are  not  invasion  weapons",  and  "revolution  is  not  exportable 
revolution  is  an  indigenous  thing",  Cde.  Burnham  explained. 

He  categorically  denied  having  informed  Cuba  about  the  imminent  invasion  of 
Grenada.  It  was  not  until  after  the  October  25  invasion  that,  at  the 
request  of  the  Cuban  government,  the  Guyana  Foreign  Ministry  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  Cuban  Ambassador  in  Guyana  about  the  situation  in  Grenada, 
he  explained. 

He  drew  reporters'  attention  to  a  statement  by  Jamaica's  Prime  Minister 
Edward  Seaga,  in  which  he  revealed  that  the  information  had  inadvertently 
been  leaked  by  one  of  the  states  which  participated  in  the  invasion. 

On  the  Grenadian  "welcome"  for  American  troops,  Cde.  Burnham  referred  to 
1953  in  Guyana  when  the  British  troops  moved  in,  removed  the  government 
and  suspended  the  constitution. 

The  British  troops,  he  said,  were  welcomed  by  many,  and  the  100  million 
dollars  spent  to  win  the  loyalty  of  the  people  readily  absorbed.  He  noted 
however,  that  the  1957  elections  "saw  the  return  of  the  same  so-called 
political  criminals,  Jagan  and  Burnham." 

Unanimity 

He  dismissed  as  "absolute  nonsense  and  tommyrot",  the  possibility  of  changes 
in  the  Treaty  of  Chaguaramas  by  some  member  states  to  include  some  human 
rights  clauses. 

Any  such  decision  would  require  unanimity,  and  "I  know  of  at  least  four 
votes  which  will  not  go  with  such  nonsense",  Cde.  Burnham  said. 

The  Guyana  leader  agreed  that  Caribbean  participation  in  the  invasion  of 
Grenada  had  caused  a  rift  in  the  Caribbean  Integration  movement,  but  he 
expressed  the  hope  that  once  the  dust  has  settled  some  normalcy  would  be 
restored. 

On  this  issue,  the  Dominican  Prime  Minister  at  her  press  conference 
referred  to  an  earlier  trade  impasse  resulting  from  the  introduction  of  a 
two-tiered  exchange  system  by  Jamaica,  and  said  Caribbean  people  have  a  way 
of  disagreeing  and  later  getting  together  again. 

She  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  an  early  Caricom  Heads-of-Government  meet¬ 
ing  to  discuss  the  recent  developments  in  Grenada,  saying  that  it  was 
better  to  wait  for  some  while  and  see  what  happens. 
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On  the  alleged  trading  difficulties.  Miss  Charles  said  Guyana  had  held  back 
a  shipment  of  rice  for  Dominica,  refusing  to  trade  with  that  country  after 
the  invasion  of  Grenada. 

But  President  Burnham  explained  that  Dominica  had  refused  to  sign  the 
necessary  trade  agreement  regarding  Guyana's  rice  and  Dominica's  soap 
despite  repeated  requests  from  Guyana.  The  rice,  he  said,  was  subsequently 
sold  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago  at  a  much  better  price. 

He  said  the  complaint  by  Dominica  alleging  political  motivation  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Caricom  Council  of  Ministers. 

Era  of  'Undeclared  War' 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  East  Berbice:  [GNA] — The  present  era  is  one  of  undeclared  wars  and 
Guyana  must  be  alert  and  prepared  for  any  eventuality  Acting  President 
Ptolemy  Reid  told  residents  on  the  Corentyne,  Thursday. 

V 

The  time  has  come  he  said,  when  every  citizen  must  be  a  soldier  in  order  to 
defend  the  gains  of  the  Guyanese  revolution. 

Cde  Reid  was  at  the  time  speaking  at  the  Number  48  Government  School, 
Corentyne  at  a  "Face-the-Community"  meeting.  Among  the  matters  he  dealt 
with  were  the  Grenada  invasion  and  the  need  for  national  unity  and  prepared¬ 
ness. 

Cde  Reid,  now  performing  the  duties  of  President  in  Cde  Forbes  Burnham* s 
absence,  told  the  packed  school  hall  it  was  disunity  that  killed  the  revolu¬ 
tion  in  Grenada. 

"We  have  learnt  this  from  our  own  lesson  in  the  1763  Berbice  Slave  Rebellion 
and  the  suspension  of  our  Constitution  in  1953.  Let  us  not  make  this  mis¬ 
take  again.  We  must  be  alert  and  must  have  a  common  stand  and  a  common 
ground,"  he  added. 

Undeclared  wars  he  noted  have  been  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  millions 
of  people  through  famine  and  starvation. 

Cde  Reid  was  accompanied  by  Regional  Chairman  Surujnarine  Singh  who  explained 
some  of  the  Region* s  plans  for  the  development  of  agriculture  in  Region  Six. 

Challenge  to  Caribbean  Culture 

Georgetown  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  4 

[Text]  .  WHILE  THE  REGION  rejoiced  at  jby  its  condemnation  of  it,  the 

the  us  invasion  and  the  Caribbean  [last  rites  for  the  dream  of  a 
Conference  of  Churches  reeled  un-  New  Caribbean  Man  passed  unnotic- 
der  the  welter  of  abuse  generated  ed. 
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The  general  reaction  of  appro¬ 
val  of  the  US  invasion  of  Grenada 
underlines  an  uncomfortable 
truth,  namely  that  the  West  In¬ 
dies,  in  its  institutions  and 
mauiy  of  its  people,  has  become 
uncomfortable  with  anything  un- 
American. 

Bishoi:.'*s  regime  was  admired  by 
a  wide  range  of  West  Indians  be¬ 
cause  Bishop  was  not  a  stooge, 
gave  Grenadians  a  sense  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  was  his  own  man. 

This  admiration  was  grudgingly 
shared  by  a  number  of  the  West 
Indian  leaders  who  eventually 
.called  for  the  invasion,  if  their 
reaction  to  his  death  was  a  true 
indication  of  their  feelings. 

The  flaw  in  the  support  was 
that  the  Americans  implacably 
opposed  the  regime,  thus  giving 
rise  to  the  discomfort. 

The  fact  of  US  disapproval 
alone,  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  it  was  justified,  posed  a 
serious  problem  for  many  West 
Indians  -  especially  West  Indian 
churchmen  -  though  it  may  not 
have  been  articulated  in  such  terms. 
We  in  Guyana,  because  of  our 
media  isolation  and  restricted 
travel,  are  less  aware  than  most 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  search 
for  a  New  Caribbean  Man  has  been 
called  off  in  the  region -- 
Too  many  West  Indians  have 
family  in  North  America  and  have 
made  regular  trips  there  them¬ 
selves  for  the  attractions  of 
those  societies  -  superficial 
though  they  may  be  -  to  be  shaken 
by  visions  of  an  alternati-/e 
Caribbean  life-style. 

Video-recorders  are  no  longer 
status  symbols,  having  lost  that 
place  to  the  home  computer  in 
much  of  the  Caribbean.  , 

Even  those  lower  down  the  eco¬ 
nomic  ladder  associate  themselve^ 
*with  these  things  as  a  life-style 
to  which  they  would  like  to  be¬ 
come  accustomed. 

With  the  cable  and  the  dish 
bringing  the  US  into  the  Carib¬ 


bean  home  in  living  colour  and 
direct  dialling  lessening  the 
distance  between  the  folks  in  the 
States,  the  chances  of  survival 
of  a  life-style  with  the  hall¬ 
marks  oj  self-sufficiency  and 
import-substitution  were  getting 
slimmer  by  the  day. 

Guyanese  have  largely  missed 
out  because  the  US  life-style  has 
not  been  allowed  to  impinge  here. 
This  is  ironic  since  the  present 
regime  is  itself  the  result  of  US 
intervention  in  the  Guyanese  poli 
tical  process  to  get  rid  of  a 
left-wing  governments  __ 

Destroying  the  Caribbean  man 
locally  has  been  achieved  by  the 
-imposition  of  PNC  culture.  While 
the  Caribbean  islands  have  the 
material  trappings  of  US  culture, 
Guyana  is  simply  ceasing  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  twentieth  century. 

If  any  genuinely  Caribbean  cul¬ 
tural  values  or  identity  were  to 
survive  in  the  face  of  such  odds, 
every  effort  would  have  to  be 
made  to  strengthen  popular  par¬ 
ticipation,  keep  out  of  the  way 
of  the  super-powers  and  make  a 
little  space  in  the  sun. 

The  challenge  proved  too  great 
for  the  New  Jewel  Mov^ent  and 
ended  in  a  horrifying  blood¬ 
letting. 

Whereas  the  Manleys  and  the  Bar- 
rows  lost  a  battle,  the  higher 
stakes  invested  by  the  NJM  led  to 
their  losing  the  entire  war. 

Inviting  the  American  troops 
to  apply  the  coup  de  grace  in 
person  was  a  logical  step  for  the 
^regional  politicians  accustomed 
to  inviting  them  to  subdue  the 
region  economically  and  culturally 

Christians  have  a  belief  in  the 
diaspora,  the  ultimate  coming  to¬ 
gether  of  a  scattered  people.  It 
is  a  concept  which  anyone  with  a 
belief  in  the  Caribbean  Man  will 
find  valuable  to  cultivate  in  the 
years  of  exile  which  have  now 
beoun. 
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Reid  on  Imperialist  Machinations 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  General  Secretary  of  the  People's  National  Congress  and  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  Cde  Ptolemy  Ried,  has  said  that  those  who  once  ruled  us  are  trying  to 
rule  us  again  by  way  of  an  undeclared  war. 

During  a  discourse  with  Berbicians  at  the  Number  48  Primary  School,  Corentyne 
during  a  part  of  the  one-week  live-in  mobilisation  exercise  organised  by  the 
Party,  Cde  Reid  added  that  the  time  has  come  for  every  citizen  to  become  a 
soldier  to  safeguard  the  rich  heritage  our  forefathers  left  us. 

He  said  the  imperialists  are  now  using  food  as  a  weapon  to  thwart  the 
orderly  development  of  our  nation.  They  first  used  finance  as  a  weapon,  and 
Guyanese  must  now  understand  the  importance  of  eating  what  we  produce,  he 
added. 

When  government  stopped  importing  wheat  flour  some  time  ago  there  were  those 
who  thought  the  nation  would  starve.  Today,  thousands  are  living  without 
wheat  flour,  he  said.  Cde  Reid  added  that  by  not  importing  wheat  flour 
government  is  now  able  to  divert  some  $35  million  to  other  areas  of  develop¬ 
ment. 

"War  is  on  our  doorsteps  and  we  must  be  organised  and  prepared  for  any 
eventuality  regardless  of  our  Individual  ages",  he  said. 

The  invasion  of  Grenada  came  about  because  of  disunity  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Grenadians  and  that  experience  should  be  a  lesson  to  all  Guyanese,  Cde 
Reid  said.  Cde  Reid  spoke  of  the  achievements  of  the  Grenadian  revolution 
and  said  the  construction  of  the  airport  was  an  arduous  task  in  which  seven 
hills  had  to  be  flattened  and  some  10  000  feet  of  rough  hilly  runaway, 
levelled . 

Governments  before  the  Bishop  administration  never  undertook  this  herculean 
task  because  they  felt  it  could  not  be  done.  The  People's  Revolutionary 
Government,  under  Bishop  proved  to  the  world  that  his  administration  was  for 
development,  progress  and  justice  for  all  Grenadians,  Cde  Reid  added. 

Hoyte  on  CARICOM  Unity 

Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  2 

[Text]  Central  Committee  Member  and  Vice  President,  Production,  Cde.  Desmond 
Hoyte,  has  stressed  the  need  for  unity  within  the  Caribbean  Community  and 
emphasised  that  disunity  can  only  lead  to  weaknesses  and  disaster. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  District  Conference  of  the  Maida — No.  51  District  on 
the  Corentyne  Sunday,  Cde.  Hoyte  said  Caricom  leaders  had  taken  a  decision 
to  increase  food  production  and  that  decision  was  ratified  some  time  later. 
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Caricom  countries  by  taking  the  initiative  to  increase  food  production  did 
not  find  favour  with  the  United  States  Administration,  Guyana  was  the  first 
country  to  place  a  restriction  on  certain  food  imports  and  this  infuriated 
Reagan.  As  such,  a  campaign  was  launched  to  disrupt  the  Unity  of  Caricom, 
Cde.  Hoyte  said. 

He  disclosed  that  more  than  two  billion  dollars  worth  of  food  was  imported 
annually  by  Caricom  countries. 

Cde  Hoyte  said  that  the  Guyana  Government  has  been  spending  vast  sums  of 
money  to  assist  farmers  in  the  production  drive,  having  recognised  the  need 
for  the  nation  to  be  self-sufficient  in  food  placed  heavy  emphasis  on 
Agriculture. 

He  called  on  Party  members  to  be  in  the  vanguard  of  the  struggle  to  ensure 
the  self-sufficiency  of  the  Nation. 

The  installation  and  charge  at  the  conference  were  given  by  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  Member,  Cde  Sallahuddin.  These  elected  were  Clement  Wong — Chairman; 
Aubrey  Allen — Secretary,  Dowlatram  Ragubar — Treasurer,  and  Randolph  Kendall 
Alternate  General  Council  Member. 

Mobilization  Program 

Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  3 

[Text]  House-to-house  visits,  worksite  meetings  and  a  number  of  General 
Members  meetings  are  part  of  a  campaign  initiated  by  the  People’s  National 
Congress  in  Region  Six  as  part  of  a  mobilisation  programme  launched  by 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  People’s  National  Congress,  Cde  Robert  Corbin  last 
week. 

Many  leading  Party  and  government  functionaries  were  in  the  Region  for  what 
has  been  called  a  live-in  exercise.  Among  them  were  Cde  Kenneth  Denny, 

Cde  Harun  Rashid,  Central  Committee  member,  Cde  Ranji  Candisingh,  Cde 
Malcolm  Corrica  and  Cde  Carl  Greenidge.  A  number  of  PNC  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  were  also  involved  in  the  exercise. 

Cdes  Denny  and  Rashid  were  scheduled  to  hold  meetings  with  workers  at  the 
Ever ton  branch  of  the  Guyana  Mining  Enterprise.  Cde  Carl  Greenidge  was  to 
have  met  workers  of  the  Guyana  National  Trading  Corporation  while  Cde 
Chandisingh  was  to  have  met  with  workers  of  the  New  Amsterdam  municipality. 

Cde  Corrica  was  scheduled  to  visit  the  New  Amsterdam  market  and. hold  a 
meeting  with  the  stall-holders  there.  Then  Cde  Denny  was  to  have  met  with 
workers  of  Guyana  Electricity  Corporation  before  conducting  an  evaluation 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  People’s  National  Congress  in  New  Amsterdam. 

The  programme  in  Region  Six  ended  with  a  Food  Fair  and  a  Market  Day.  And 
in  Region  Three  a  similar  exercise  was  launched  by  Party  General  Secretary, 
Cde  Ptolemy  Reid  at  the  Den  Amsel  Primary  School.  In  addition  to  the 
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government  and  Party  functionaries  participants  of  the  38th  batch  of  the 
Guyana  Developers  provided  support  for  the  exercise. 

A  correspondence  from  the  Party  Secretariat  explained  that  the  exercise  is 
designed  to  make  the  people  more  aware  of  the  message  of  self-reliance  and 
to  help  them  identify  the  relevant  strategies  to  aid  in  the  solution  of 
problems  in  the  various  communities. 

The  exercise  was  also  designed  to  make  the  people  in  the  communities  share 
their  experiences  on  the  initiatives  they  were  adopting  to  cope  with  the 
economic  crisis. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  in  the  Office  of  the  General  Secretary  and  Member 
of  Parliament*  Cde  Basdeo  Bhaggan*  who  recently  headed  a  two— member  delega¬ 
tion  to  Nicaragua  has  expressed  the  solidarity  of  the  Guyanese  people  with 
the  people  of  Nicaragua. 

At  a  meeting  with  representatives  of  the  Sandinista  Front  for  National 
Liberation  (FSLN)  in  Nicaragua,  Cde  Bhaggan  explained  that  one  of  the  main 
reasons  for  the  visit  was  to  establish  friendly  relations  among  the  various 
related  organisations  in  Guyana  and  Nicaragua. 

Cde  Bhaggan  who  was  accompanied  by  YSM  Regional  Chairman,  Cde  Brian  Scott, 
told  his  Nicaragua  counterparts  that  in  Guyana,  imperialism  is  described 
as  a  dying  lion  which  is  therefore  at  its  most  dangerous. 

Cde  Scott  noted  that  progressive  young  people  in  the  continent  had  the  will 
and  the  capacity  to  halt  the  process  of  re-colonisation  now  being  spear¬ 
headed  by  the  Reagan  Administration. 

He  called  on  the  youths  of  Nicaragua  to  support  the  Sandinista  revolution 
led  by  the  FSLN  and  so  provide  a  solid  wall  against  the  imperialist  machina 
tions  of  the  US  Administration. 


The  delegation  spent  one  week  in  Nicaragua  as  guests  of  the  Sandinista 
government  and  during  that  time  they  held  meetings  with  Cde  Freddy  Figueroa 
an  official  in  the  Department  of  International  Relations  of  the  FSLN  and  a 
number  of  other  officials. 


Cde  Figueroa  has  since  visited  Guyana  to  bring  the  nation  up-to-date  on  the 
Sandinista  Revolution  and  a  Nicaraguan  delegation  is  expected  to  be  in 
Guyana  for  the  Peace  Conference  next  January. 


Corbin  on  Independence 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  5 


[Text]  The  sharpened  sensitivity 
of  national  leaders  to  the 
ithreat  to  the  independence 
of  Guyana  which  lurks  in 
the  armed  invasion  of 


Grenada  is  evidence  that 
our  Co*operative  Republic  is 
alive  to  the  implications  of 
what  is  happening  in  the 
regicm. 


Our  Comrade  Leader, 
President  Forbes  Burnham, 
has  given  the  nation  the 
usual  lead  in  seeing  the 
armed  invasion  in  the  light 


7A 


of  the  disregard  it  implies 
for  the  territorial  integrity 
and  pc^tical  inde  pende  nee 
of  other  nations  in  the  world 
especially  if  those'  nations 
want  to  develop  an  ideology 
of  their  own. 

Now  another  national 
leader,  Cdc  Robert  Corbin, 
Minister  of  Mobilisation  told 
residents  of  the  West 
Demerara-Canals  Polder 
district  to  ensure  that 
Guyana  remains  a  genuinely 
independent  codntry.  Cdc 
Corbin  added  that,  unlike 
Guyana  where  genuine 


independence  is  being 
pursued  there  arc  many 
countries  today  which  fly 
their  own  flags  but  that  is 
all  there  is  to  their  in¬ 
dependence. 

He  was  addressing  a  rally 
at  the  West  Demerara 
Secondary  School  in  support 
of  Grenada.  He  said  that 
many  developed  countries 
believed  that  countries  such 
as  Guyana  should  not  be 
allowed  to  achieve  genuine 
independence  and  those 
developed  countries  resort 
to  hostile  measures. 


He  said  that  for  genuine 
development  there  w'as  need 
to  ensure  that  analysir  of 
the  aggression  on  Qrenadi 
strengthens  our  reserve  to 
be  more  dedicated,  to  lead 
by  example  and  to  be  good 
Party  comrades. 

The  National  flag  and  the 
National  Anthem  are  the 
ornate  And  stimulating 
evidences  of  independence. 
But  the  territorial  integrity 
of  the  country  and  the 
.people’s  readiness  never  to 
submit  or  yield  in  its 
defence,  ensures  that  in¬ 
dependence  will  be  in  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  people. 


Hamilton  on  Party  Requirements 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  3 

[Text]  Permanent  Secretary  in  the  Ministry  of  Regional  Development,  Cde 
Stanley  Hamilton,  has  urged  Guyanese  to  ensure  that  their  Party’s  programme 
in  their  locality  be  demonstrative  of  the  ability  of  the  Party  to  achieve 
self-reliance. 


Addressing  the  district  conference  of  the  Harmony-Fyrish  District  Sunday, 

Cde  Hamilton  told  participants  that  focus  should  be  on  organising  people  to 
produce  and  by  doing  so  with  the  infrastructures  which  are  supportive  of 
such  production. 

There  is  also  need  for  the  People’s  National  Congress  to  work  closer  with  the 
people  and  local  centres  of  administration,  he  said,  and  urged  that  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Party,  people  should  work  in  harmony,  thereby  creating  for  the 
Party,  the  respect  and  responsiveness  of  citizens. 

Cde  Hamilton  added  that  the  Party  should  at  all  times  be  in  the  vanguard  at 
community  level  and  stressed  the  need  for  propagating  the  policy  of  community 
self-reliance. 


Public  officers  in  the  districts  should  be  invited  to  conferences  to  sit  in 
during  the  secretary’s  report,  since  this  report  deals  with  the  social  and 
economic  situation  of  the  district.  This  practice,  Cde  Hamilton  said,  would 
give  such  public  officers  an  opportunity  to  deal  with  the  problems  in  an 
objective  manner.  Public  officers  are  allowed  to  sit-in  on  all  sessions 
with  the  exception  of  the  secretary’s  report  session. 

The  new  district  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are  Cde  Samuel  George, 
District  Chairman;  Edwin  McLean,  secretary;  Walter  Sukhu,  treasurer;  and 
Cecil  Ramkirpaul  alternate  General  Council  member. 

The  feature  address  was  given  by  Central  Executive  Committee  member  Hamilton 
Green . 

CSO:  3298/328/329 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


GUYANA 


CAPTURED  BANDIT  GROUP  FOUND  TO  BE  HEAVILY  ARMED 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  Police  at  Guybridge  on  Tuesday  last  took  into  custody  6  heavily 
armed  men  and  a  vehicle  in  which  they  were  travelling.  They  were  later 
handed  over  to  CID  detectives,  and  up  to  press  time  are  still  in  the  lock¬ 
ups  assisting  the  Eve  Leary  sleuths  in  their  investigations.  The  men  are 
believed  to  be  gangsters  for  in  their  possession  was  found  fire-arms  including 
sub— machine  guns •  The  amount  of  arms  they  possessed  shocked  the  police . 

MIRROR  understands  from  sources  on  the  West  Demerara  that  the  police  are 
keeping  quiet  about  this  haul,  while  pursuing  their  investigations.  This 
information  however  has  galvanised  the  many  active  vigilante  groups  on  the 
West  Demerara,  and  they  are  again  insisting  on  fire-arms  being  distributed 
to  them  to  combat  gangsters. 

Recently  in  Canal  No.  1  Polder,  vigilante  groups  mistook  a  police  special 
squad  going  into  the  area  for  bandits  and  blocked  the  road.  Upon  their 
return  the  policemen  (who  reportedly  had  two  wanted  men  in  their  custody 
and  some  $156,000  in  stolen  government  money)  opened  fire  on  the  vigilante 
groups  at  the  roadblock  sending  them  scampering  to  safety.  The  vigilante 
groups  later  lodged  a  strong  protest  with  the  Crime  Chief ,  and  deemed  the 
violent  police  action  to  be  one  of  scant  courtesy  to  them.  The  police 
accusation  that  the  vigilantes  opened  fire  first  has  been  denied  by  the 
vigilante  groups. 

The  PPP  is  looking  into  this  incident  with  the  view  to  ensuring  that  it  does 
not  occur  again  anywhere.  The  police  and  the  vigilantes  should  co-operate 
in  crime  fighting  activities,  according  to  a  PPP  spokesman. 

In  the  meantime  on  the  ECD  aroused  residents  pounced  on  4  armed  men  and 
beat  two  of  them  to  death  at  Greenfield,  They  had  kicked  down  the  door  of 
a  resident  to  rob  him.  The  bandits  opened  fire,  but  the  furious  neighbours 
ignored  the  bullets  and  pounced  on  them  in  large  numbers.  Two  escaped. 

Some  days  later  police  gunned  down  3  more  gangsters  who  had  escaped  from 
the  lock-ups  at  Mahaicony.  In  both  incidents  the  dead  men  were  on  the  wanted 

list . 
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At  Adventure  on  the  Essequibo,  bandits  broke  into  the  home  of  a  resident 
using  an  iron  bar.  The  occupant  who  has  a  firearm  exchanged  heavy  fire  with 
the  intruders  who  escaped  as  neighbours  began  gathering  in  the  vicinity. 

MIRROR  understands  that  several  barefaced  robberies  took  place  in  Essequibo 
over  the  past  week,  including  burglaries,  snatching,  rustling,  etc.  The 
booty  consisted  of  cash,  jewellery,  stereo~sets,  foodstuffs,  clothing,  and 
livestock. 
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REPORT  ON  WOMEN’S  MOVEMENT  DELEGATION  IN  PEOPLE’S  CHINA 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  pp  3,  4 

[Text]  Cde,  Viola  Burnham  is  the  head  of  a  delegation  of  the  Women’s 
Revolutionary  Socialist  Movement  currently  in  the  People’s  Republic  of  China 
at  the  invitation  of  the  All  China  Women’s  Federation, 

The  delegation  has  a  full  programme  of  visits  and  meetings  with  their  Chinese 
counterparts.  At  those  meetings,  discussions  will  centre  around  the  work  and 
the  achievements  of  the  All  China  Women’s  Federation  and  the  Women  s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Socialist  Movement  as  well  as  exchanges  of  ideas  on  the  use  of  appro¬ 
priate  technology  for  development. 

A  courtesy  call  was  made  on  Madame  Deng  Yingchao,  the  widow  of  the  former 
Chinese  Premier,  Chou  Enlai.  Madame  Deng  Yingchao  is  cilrrently  the  chair¬ 
person  of  the  National  Committee  of  the  Chinese  People’s  Consultative 
Conference  and  Honorary  President  of  the  All  China  Women  s  Federation. 

At  that  meeting  Madame  Deng  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  Chinese  Women’s 
Federation  and  Cde.  Burnham  spoke  of  the  work  and  the  development  of  Guyanese 
women.  Both  of  them  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  continued  sharing  of  ideas 
bewteen  the  two  women’s  groups. 

Commenting  on  other  issues  Madame  Deng  said  that  China,  Guyana  and  many 
other  countries  opposed  the  arms  race  of  the  superpowers  and  their  enroach- 
ments  on  other  nations’  territories.  She  added  that  the  women  of  China 
and  Guyana  share  many  common  ideals  and  have  always  contributed  to  their 
countries ’  progress. 

Later,  on  the  same  day,  Cde.  Burnham  paid  a  courtesy  call  on  Premier  Zhao 
Ziyang.  Again  a  wide  range  of  issues  was  touched  on.  Premier  Zhao  said 
that  the  Chinese  government  was  concerned  over  the  increasing  tension  in 
the  Caribbean  region. 

He  said  that  China  consistently  maintained  that  all  countries,  whether 
large  or  small,  are  equal  in  international  affairs,  and  that  no  big  power 
had  the  right  to  interfere  in  another  state’s  affairs. 
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That  is  why  China  strongly  condemns  the  U.S.  sending  for  troops  to  Grenada 
and  demands  that  the  U.S.  immediately  withdraws  its  troops  from  Grenada. 

Touching  on  China's  relations  with  the  Third  World,  in  general,  and  then 
more  specifically  with  China/Guyana  bilateral  relations.  Premier  Zhao  said 
that  strengthening  unity  and  co-operation  with  the  Third  World  is  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  of  China's  foreign  policy. 

He  noted  that  relations  between  China  and  Guyana  are  good.  He  also  pledged 
continuous  efforts  to  strengthen  and  develop  friendship  and  co-operation 
between  the  two  countries  and  asked  Cde.  Burnham  to  convey  his  cordial 
regards  to  Leader  of  the  PNC,  Cde.  Forbes  Burnham. 

In  response,  Cde.  Burnham  said  that  Guyana  has  benefited  from  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  diplomatic  relations  with  China.  She  said,  "we  have  learned  a  lot 
in  our  current  visit,  especially  about  the  Chinese  people’s  spirit  of  self- 
reliance  and  their  experience  in  making  use  of  their  national  resources  to 
create  wealth  for  the  country." 

While  in  Beijing,  the  W.R.S.M.  delegation  visited  a  kindergarten,  China's 
National  Children's  Centre,  a  production  brigade  and  the  Beijing  Jade 
Carving  Factory. 

They  also  participated  in  a  symposium  on  "the  contribution  of  our  movement 
towards  the  integration  of  women  in  society  and  the  strengthening  of  inter¬ 
national  relationships." 

An  important  topic  of  discussion  at  that  s3nnposium  was  "Appropriate  Tech¬ 
nology  for  Rural  Development." 

The  W.R.S.M.  delegation  were  guests  on  honour  at  a  banquet  put  on  the  by 
Chinese  at  the  Great  Hall  of  the  people.  Two  days  later  they  were  them¬ 
selves  the  hosts  at  a  banquet  in  honour  of  the  All  China  Women's  Federation. 
The  latter  function  was  at  the  residence  of  Guyana’s  Ambassador  to  China. 

The  delegation  then  left  for  two  cities  farther  south  where  they  embarked 
on  a  more  intensive  programme  of  visits  to  places  of  interest  and  relevant 
to  the  work  of  the  W.R.S.M. 

In  Shanghai  they  visited  a  residential  area,  a  commune  in  the  rural  district 
and  a  children’s  palace.  They  also  toured  a  factory  where  embroidery  is 
done. 

A  fourth  factory  which  specialises  in  the  production  of  dried  and  pre¬ 
served  fruits  was  also  visited.  While  in  this  city,  the  delegation  had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  a  demonstration  on  the  making  of  bread  and  the  W.R.S.M. 
delegates  were  taken  on  a  tour  of  another  children's  palace,  a  primary 
school,  a  folk  art  studio,  a  Buddhist  temple  and  another  commune.  They 
also  visited  various  factories  producing  rice  noodles,  cane  and  rattan  prod¬ 
ucts  and  pottery  and  porcelain  products. 

In  all  the  cities  they  have  visited  the  W.R.S.M.  delegation  have  had  useful 
discussions  with  their  Chinese  counterparts  which  would  result  in  increas¬ 
ing  co-operation  between  China  and  Guyana. 
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UNION  TO  HELP  STOP  ILLEGAL  PRAWNING;  FISHING  SALES  BOOSTED 

Call  on  GLU 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  22  Nov  83  p  5 
[Article  by  George  Barclay] 


[Text]  MEMBERS  of  the  Guyana  juicit  sale  of  prawns  on  the 

Labour  Union  have  been  high  seas, 

called  upon  by  their  union  Asked  to  explain  how  he 

to  take  on  a  “watchdog”  thought  his  members  would 

role  so  as  to  help  able  to  help,  Cde 

management  of  Guyana  critchlow  told  the  Chronicle 

Fbheries  Ltd.,  stamp  out  “they  could  do  so  in  many 
the  theft  of  prawns  on  the  y^^iys — by  persuasion  and 

high  seas  by  pirates.  Ibis  explanation  and  being 

illicit  sale  of  prawns,  some  watchdogs  for  any  move 

of  which  are  reaching  jhat  was  considered 

certain  local  restaurants,  is  inimical  to  the  interest  of 

said  to  have  resulted  in  the  the  development  of  the 

country  losing  thousands  of  industry.” 

dollars  weekly  In  valuable  Critchlow  added.  “In 

foreign  exchange.  relation  to  the  watchdog 

The  call  to  members  on  role,  I  woulfi  expect  workers 

behalf  of  the  Uni^n  was  to  be  ever  vigilant  and  be 

made  Saturday  by  GLU  prepared  at  all  times  to 

General  Secretary  Stanton  report  to  management 

Critchlow.  anyone  who  was  found  to  be 

The  GLU^s  move  resulted  party  to  the  illicit  prawns 

from  a  recent  call  “to  help  trade. 

save  the  shrimping  in-  At  the  meeting  yesterday 

dustry”  from  Executive  morning,  Cde  Critchlow  told 

Chairman  of  Guyana  workers  that  it  yas  their 

Fisheries,  limited,  Robert  God-given  right  to  see  that 

Williams,  who  reported  that  security  of  employment  was 

the  industry  was  losing  maintained.  Noting  that  it 

thousands  of  dollars  in  vvas  alleged  by  the 

foreign  exchange  through  the  Chairman  that  the  theft  on 

the  high  seas,  where  prawns 

New  Fish  Distribution  Plan 


Goer ge town  NEW  NATION  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  5 

[Text]  The  Guyana  Fisheries  Limited  has  embarked  on  a  more  positive  fish 
distribution  system  in  all  the  regions  of  the  country  in  a  special  effort 
to  ensure  that  large  quantities  of  fish  are  made  available  to  residents  at 
reasonable  prices. 


4re  sold  and  bartered  for 
other  commodities  such  as 
cigarettes,  by  some  people 
who  are  behaving  as 
pirates,  Cde.  Critchlow 
observed  that  the  problem 
could  be  overcome  by 
persuasitm  and  explanaticxi 
and  increased  sea  patrol. 

He  added:  “In  order  to 
prevent  pilfering,  we  will 
have  to  give  our  captains 
certain  incentives  and 
provide  our  crew  with 
certain  amenities.” 

He  was  sure  that  when 
that  was  done  the  majority 
of  the  captains  and  crew 
*would  realise  their  future' 
and  that  of  their  families  as 
well  as  the  nation  as  a 
whole  was  dependent  on 
their  performance  and  the 
success  of  the  industry. 

The  GLU  General  Secretary 
also  suggested  that  the 
army  sRould  increase  its 
patrol  by  sea  and  air  in 
order  to  detect  the  pirates 
and  bring  the  offenders  to 
justice. 


Guyana  Fisheries  currently  distributes  10  000  kilograms  (23,000  pounds)  of 
mixed  fish  each  day  in  the  different  areas  of  the  country. 

Central  Executive  Committee  member  and  Chairman  of  Guyana  Fisheries,  Cde. 
Robert  Williams,  has  said  that  since  the  new  distribution  system  started 
consumers  have  benefited  from  a  cheap  source  of  fish  protein.  He  added 
that  the  distribution  figures  of  the  year  have  Increased  tremendously. 

Some  7  000  kilograms  of  mixed  fish  is  distributed  every  Friday  in  Region 
Ten  by  refrigerated  trucks. 

Cde.  Williams  further,  said  that  total  output  figure  of  fish  has  doubled  com¬ 
pared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  He  said  that  last  year 
October  the  fish  production  figure  was  65  000  kilograms.  However,  for  the 
same  period  this  year  that  figure  has  been  doubled  exceedingly  to  150  000 
kilograms. 

And  Cde.  Williams  has  reiterated  his  call  for  an  end  to  the  illegal  trade 
being  conducted  by  shrimping  vessels  of  the  Corporation.  Recently  there  has 
been  a  reported  increase  in  illegal  sale  of  fisheries  products  by  GLF 
fleets. 
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STRIKES,  OTHER  FACTORS  IMPEDE  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 

Target  Revision 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  Guysuco  has  revised  the  sugar  industry’s  production  target  for  1983 
to  an  estimated  280  000  tons,  about  20  000  tons  less  than  the  initial 
proposal • 

Sugar  news  quoted  Chairman  Harold  Davis  as  making  the  disclosure  recently 
at  a  function  at  the  Management  Training  Centre  at  Ogle.  Production  so 
far,  had  reached  213770  tons  by  November  15,  the  monthly  organ  reported. 

It  said  that  among  the  reasons  given  for  the  revision  of  the  target  were  the 
lack  of  timely  application  of  fertilisers,  the  Inadequate  provision  of 
essential  factory  spares  and  the  falling  standards  of  performance  due 
mainly  to  the  drain  of  the  Industry's  manpower  resources. 


Production  Figures 


Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  4 

[Text]  Guysuco  is  making  determined  strides  towards  the  year's  target  of 
280,000  tons  sugar.  Its  rate  of  production  has  been  increasing  over  the 
past  weeks  culminating  last  week  in  an  excess  of  10  per  cent  above  that 
week's  target.  It  was  also  the  largest  production  output  in  volume  for  the 
year... 9, 240  tons.  In  a  press  release  pertaining  to  that  achievement, 

Guysuco  said: 

"Together,  the  10  factories  produced  9,240  tons  sugar  which  represent  110.6 
per  cent  of  the  week's  estimate  of  8,355  tons.  The  crop  has  reached  132,105 
tons,  or  76.7  per  cent  of  the  estimates  of  172,160  tons  to  date;  while  the 
year’s  production  now  stands  at  218,200  tons. 

The  state-owned  entity  stressed  that  it  is  proceeding  towards  year-end 
with  the  crop,  owing  to  factors  which  it  listed  as  **late  start  because  o 
unfavourable  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  crop,  strikes,  and  mechanic a 
down-time,  all  of  which  slowed  down  oeprations" . ^  Two  estates  which  were 
supposed  to  be  off  production,  have  been  kept  going. 
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Once  again  the  firm  lamented  work  stoppages,  for  it  declared: 

"The  corporation  continues  to  express  concern  over  the  regularity  of  strikes 
which  have  so  far  been  a  main  hindrance  to  production.  During  the  week  5 
estates  (Albion/Port  Mourant,  Enmore,  Diamond,  Leonora,  Uitvlugt)  suffered 
considerably  from  strikes,  while  Uitvlugt  was  also  affected  by  arson  which 
accounted  for  the  destruction  of  58.5  acres  of  5th  ratoon  canes." 

For  several  weeks  now  Guysuco  has  been  protesting  against  unauthorised  burn¬ 
ing  of  canes. 

Assuming  that  6  full  weeks  (including  holidays)  remains  to  year-end, 

Guysuco  will  have  to  produce  an  average  of  some  10,300  tons  sugar  to  reach 
the  year’s  target.  [as  published] 

Strike  Details 

Georgetown  OPEN  WORD  in  English  28  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  Not  a  joint  of  cane  was  ground  nor  an  ounce  of  sugar  produced  for 
almost  four  days  last  week  at  the  Leonora  factory.  From  Monday  to  Thursday, 
over  90  percent  of  the  workforce  at  the  sugar  estate  was  on  strike. 

According  to  workers,  on  Sunday,  November  20,  tractor  operator  Mahadeo 
was  instructed  to  take  a  number  of  punts  to  the  backdam.  He  explained  that 
the  length  of  rope  provided  him  was  too  short  to  connect  the  punts  safely. 
The  tractor  would  have  ended  up  stranded  in  the  middle  walk.  He  refused 
to  carry  out  the  task  unless  supplied  with  a  longer  rope.  Assistant  Field 
Manager  Duncan  then  "interdicted"  the  worker  from  duty,  in  other  words,  sent 
him  home.  As  a  result  of  management’s  action,  the  workers  went  on  strike. 

By  Thursday  night  the  factory  resumed  work  with  scab  labour.  Workers  say 
they  returned  to  work  to  prevent  a  dangerous  situation  developing  with  the 
scabbing.  It  is  estimated  that  over  $50,000.00  was  lost  to  the  industry  as 
a  result  of  the  strike. 

At  the  nearby  estate  of  Uitvlugt  canecutters  were  up  in  arms  over  arbitrary 
and  underhand  practices  of  management  with  respect  to  the  pricing  of  their 
work.  According  to  our  West  Coast  reporter,  agreement  was  reached  for 
$10.11  per  "toss"  (cut  and  load,  an  average  of  two  beds  per  punt).  When 
the  work  began,  the  supervisor  cut  the  price  down  to  $4.00.  The  cane  cut¬ 
ters  completed  enough  work  to  hold  down  the  40  punts  available  to  them  and 
then  started  the  protest.  Management  then  apparently  offered  some  workers 
$16  per  toss  and  told  the  others  that  they  had  accepted  the  $4  price.  This 
combination  of  bribery  and  trickery  further  angered  the  workers.  Last 
Sunday’s  CHRONICLE  reported  significant  factory  down-time  this  week  espe¬ 
cially  at  Uitvlugt,  which  lost  49  hours  of  grinding  time. 
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UNION  REJECTS  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  AILMENTS 

Blackman  Charges 


Georgetown  SUNDAY  CHRONICLE  in  English  13  Nov  83  p  6 


[Article  by  Carl  Blackman] 


[Text]  We  can  proudly  beat  our  breasts  over  the  fact  that  our  stand  on  the 
Grenada  issue  is  in  line  with  the  positions  of  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
free  nations  of  the  world.  But  do  not  let  the  self -adulation  and  euphoria 
fly  to  our  heads  and  blind  us  to  the  brutal  fact  that  never  before  in  our ^ 
history  have  we  faced  such  a  campaign  of  vengeance  with  the  aim  of  isolating, 
ostracising  and  bringing  us  to  our  knees  both  economically  and  politically. 

We  have  apparently  incurred  the  wrath  and  increased  hostility  of  our  blood 
brothers  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  quislings,  instead  of  slinking  in  the 
corner  with  remorse,  are  instead  accusing  us  of  betrayal  and  calling  for  the 
setting  up  of  Caricom  2  without  ^communist  Guyana. 


Caricom  2!  That  sounds  like  Vatican  II  and  just  in  keeping  with  the  moral 
hypocrisy  of  these  MacCarthy-like  men  whose  anachronistic  outlook  is  sur 
prising  even  in  this  mud  puddle  Caribbean  Basin. 


Significantly,  even  though  Trinidad  has  taken  a  stand  similar  to  ours,  the 
criticisms  against  Chambers  has  been  less  vitriolic  t  ey  rea  ise  u  we 
that  they  all  need  Trinidad’s  oil  wealth  to  survive.  [as  published  ^e 
lesson  is  that  if  we  were  a  prosperous  nation  we  could  have  defiantly  told 
them  to  stuff  Caricom  2  up  their  St.  James  Coast  and  they  would  have  smiled 
a  greasy  smile  and  said  they  did  not  mean  it.  But  despite  our  83  000 
square  miles  and  vast  potential,  we  are  poor.  Why? 

When  all  the  excuses  about  destabilisation.  Imperialism,  the  international 
conspiracy  to  keep  the  prices  of  Third  World  commodities  depressed,  bad 
weather,  bad  luck  and  so  forth  run  out  one  incontrovertible  fact  remains. 

A  good  part  of  the  blame  lies  at  our  own  doorstep. 


Here  is  a  country  where  all  the  leaders  are  proud  leftists,  an  unending 
tug-o-war  has  kept  our  economy  sliding  and  give  our  neighbours  excuse  o 
mock  socialism  and  gloat  over  our  setback.  [as  published] 
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Take  sugar,  for  instance.  We  all  hoped  that  with  the  departure  of  the  sugar 
barons  after  independence  we  would  have  seen  a  big  increase  in  prosperity  if 
just  by  getting  the  profits  which  Bookers  ripped  off  and  shipped  home.  Don’t 
tell  me:  I  am  aware  the  bottom  fell  out  the  sugar  market.  But  what  is  com¬ 
pounding  our  problems  is  the  fact  there  seems  to  be  an  almost  computerised 
calculation  by  the  sugar  unions  to  stage  enough  strikes  to  keep  production 
below  target  but  not  too  many  to  prevent  their  production  bonuses  from  being 
reasonably  good. 

Take  bauxite.  From  the  day  Alcan  left,  there  were  politicians  pouring 
poison  in  the  ears  of  the  workers  and  government  was  so  concerned  about 
saving  the  industry  that  so  many  concessions  were  made  that  in  the  long  run 
both  efficiency,  morale  plummetted  and  buyers  turned  to  cheaper  and  more 
reliable  suppliers. 

I  can  hear  the  chorus  of  rebuttals  and  alibis.  I  am  not  concerned.  The 
people  of  the  Caribbean  don’t  care.  They  equate  socialism  with  food 
shortages  and  political  squabbles  and  while  opposition  politicians  scurry 
abroad  to  denounce  the  government,  what  they  are  in  fact  doing  is  making  a 
laughing  stock  of  us  all. 

Why  it  is  that  it  is  only  on  international  issues  like  Grenada  government 
and  opposition  reach  unanimity  and  unity?  [as  published]  By  our  actions 
and  our  lack  of  progress  we  have  given  socialism  a  bad  name  and  have  given 
the  ’anti-communist’  crusaders  ammunition  to  spread  the  propaganda  that 
socialism  means  totalitarian  tyranny  and  trot  out  the  lurid  tales  of  gulags, 
arbitrary  arrests  and  unending  misery. 

Despite  the  senseless  and  brutal  bloodshed  in  Grenada,  despite  our  dis¬ 
appointing  and  disheartening  progress  and  despite  all  the  frantic  efforts 
of  the  Canutes  of  the  Caribbean,  I  still  insist  that  what  we  need  is  a 
system  specially  tailored  to  our  needs  and  aspirations.  It  is  no  point, 
for  instance,  being  copycats  and  introduce  a  high-yielding  strain  of  rice 
when  it  calls  for  massive  inputs  of  fertilisers  which  we  do  not  produce. 

It  is  self-defeating  to  try  to  be  self-sufficient  in  poultry  in  order  to 
save  foreign  exchange  if  to  produce  chickens  that  are  finger-licking  good, 
we  have  to  spend  almost  the  same  amount  of  foreign  exchange  we  are  trying 
to  conserve. 

Unbridled  capitalism  is  not  our  answer  and  no  Caribbean  leader  in  his  right 
mind  can  push  (for  long)  his  people  on  the  road  to  any  extreme  form  of 
socialism.  Several  European  countries  are  looking  for  a  socialist  solution, 
so  why  not  the  Caribbean  nations  who  have  just  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  oppres¬ 
sion  and  therefore  have  a  right  and  a  duty  to  seek  out  a  palatable  mix  of 
capitalism  and  socialism  peculiar  to  our  needs  and  aspirations. 

Seaga  is  finding  out  that  just  throwing  money  at  problems  is  not  the  answer 
yet  he  leads  the  crusade  to  dismantle  Caricom  and  set  up  a  new  grouping  of 
what  he  probably  regards  as  upright  Christian  states.  He  may  succeed  in 
pushing  Guyana  out  in  the  cold  but  in  the  long  run  Caricom  would  become  a 
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less  viable  entity  and  expose  us  all  to  the  danger  of  losing  both  our 
economic  and  political  independence.  We  want  to  keep  out  the  super  P°wer 
struggle.  If  we  had  to  choose  a  way  to  go  we  would  prefer  XM  any  day  to  MX 

GAWU  Response 


Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  27  Nov  83  p  4 


[Text]  The  Guyana  Agricultural  and  General  Workers'  Union  has  denounced  an 
attack  on  unions  in  the  sugar  industry  contained  in  an  article  penned  by 
GUYANA  CHRONICLE  columnist  Carl  Blackman,  and  carried  in  the  issue  of  Sunday, 
November  13,  1983.  In  this  article  Mr.  Carl  Blackman  charged  that  both  the 
sugar  and  bauxite  Industries  are  ailing  because  of  agitation  by  the  workers 
and  in  particular  strikes  by  the  sugar  workers.  As  usual  he  whitewashed  the 
central  government  of  all  blame. 

Defending  the  sugar  workers,  GAWU  Communications  Officer  James  Dastajir 
in  a  comment  to  the  media  said: 

He  mentioned  the  low  prices  on  the  international  market  and  hit  out  at  the 
sugar  unions  by  stating  that  "there  seems  to  be  an  almost  computerised  ^ 
calculation  by  the  sugar  unions  to  stage  enough  strikes  to  keep  production 
below  target  but  not  to  prevent  their  production  bonuses  from  being  reason 
ably  good". 

Mr.  Blackman  is  out  of  touch  with  what  is  really  happening  in  the  sugar 
industry . 

On  the  world  market  the  price  for  sugar  is  better  now  than  what  it  was  a 
year  ago.  Besides  we  sell  the  bulk  of  our  sugar  to  the  European  Economic 
Community  where  prices  are  far  above  the  world  market  price  and  above 
of  production.  The  remainder  is  sold  primarily  to  Canada  and  the  United 
States  where  the  price  received  is  above  the  world  market  price. 

The  attack  against  the  sugar  unions  is  absurd,  for  at  this  particular  time 
the  workers  are  tirelessly  working  to  increase  production.  The  strikes 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Blackman  are  really  stoppages  of  work  arising  from  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  work  which  demand  extra  payment.  In  the  absence  of 
an  agreed  formula  to  settle  these  disputes  and  the  attitudes  adopted  by  the 
employers  not  to  expeditiously  settle  such  disputes,  they  are  prolonge 
much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  workers  who  lose  wages. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  sugar  unions  calling  any  strikes  during  the  Present 
crop,  therefore  it  is  rather  silly  to  blame  the  unions  for  actions  whic 
gave  rise  to  work  stoppages . 

The  Unions  have  also  not  agreed  to  any  target.  It  was  Guysuco  which  uni¬ 
laterally  fixed  the  target  of  280,000  tons  for  the  year.  Because  of  dis¬ 
agreement,  Guysuco  and  the  Unions  are  at  present  at  conciliation  trying  to 
resolve  the  target  and  also  the  level  of  payment  in  incentives  to  be  paid 
to  the  workers. 


Production  has  not  been  the  same  when  compared  to  last  year,  but  that  is  due 
to  several  factors  among  them  being  the  late  start  of  the  crop,  high 
tons /canes  per  ton  of  sugar,  low  tons/sugar  per  acre,  factory  downtime  due 
to  breakages,  work  stoppages,  etc.  Many  of  these  factors  the  Unions  have 
no  control  whatsoever  over.  Besides,  the  targets  have  been  increased  for 
the  months  already  passed  without  consideration  taken  of  constraints  like 
spare-parts. 

The  level  of  payment  for  the  Annual  Production  incentive  for  1983  has  not 
been  agreed  upon,  but  should  one  examine  payments  for  the  Special  Monthly 
Production  Incentive,  the  gross  contempt  for  sugar  workers  is  visible.  Up 
to  the  end  of  October,  payments  of  the  Special  Incentive  for  1982  and  1983 
on  the  various  estates  were  as  follow: 


Estate 

1982 

1983 

Skeldon 

6 

1 

Albion 

10 

4 

Rose  Hall 

8 

— 

Blaimont 

10 

Enmore 

10 

L.B.I. 

8 

Houston 

6 

4 

Diamond 

9 

3 

Wales 

5 

1 

Versailles 

3 

Leonora 

8 

Uitvlugt 

_6 

_ 

89 

19 

From  the  foregoing  facts 

and  figures,  one  is  at  a 

loss  to  fathom  what  "com¬ 

puterised  calculation"  Mr 

.  Blackman  used  to 

arrive 

at  his  bogus  conclusions 

Denny  Praise  for 

Unions 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  29  Nov  83  p  3 

[Text]  Minister  of  Manpower  and  Cooperatives  Cde  Kenneth  Denny,  on  Sunday 
told  trade  unionists  that  the  Government  will  never  use  political  power 
against  the  people. 

He  added  that  it  was  the  people  who  put  the  government  in  office,  and  the 
trade  union  plays  a  very  important  role,  to  the  extent  that  two  ministers 
of  the  government  are  on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Guyana  Trades  Union 
Counc il . 

At  the  time,  Cde  Denny  was  declaring  open  the  First  Biennial  Conference  of 
the  Field  Foremen  and  Supervisors  Union  at  the  Critchlow  Labour  College. 

The  Minister  said  that  no  force  on  earth  can  destroy  the  unity  of  workers. 

He  added  that  the  trade  unions  are  partners  in  the  construction  of  the  country. 
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Cde  Denny  said  that  trade  unions  are  very  vital  to  the  labour  movement  and 
added  that  workers  can  contribute  greatly  by  being  punctual  on  the  job  and 
producing  efficiently. 


Trade  union  affiliation  to  the  People’s  National  Congress  does  not  make 
unions  ineffective,  Cde  Denny  said.  Affiliation  should  help  to  give  workers 
the  much  needed  direction  concerning  their  goals. 


Cde  Denny  said  that  trade  unionists  worth  their  salt  must  be  concerned  with 
people  and  their  welfare,  and  referred  to  the  late  Hubert  Critchlow  and  the 
late  Auyub  Edun. 

At  the  conference  delegates  passed  a  motion  condemning  the  Grenada  invasion. 
They  also  endorsed  a  motion  making  Cde  Richard  Ishmael,  a  former, 
of  the  Manpower  Citizens  Association  and  a  former  President  of  the  Guyana 
Trades  Union  Congress  an  Honorary  President  of  the  Guyana  Field  Foremen  and 
Supervisors  Union.  [as  published] 


It  was  also 
union  dues. 


disclosed  that  delegates  voted  for  a  two  dollar  increase 
The  meinbers  will  now  have  to  pay  $6.00  per  month. 


in 


Following  are  results  of  the  elections;  Cde  Mohamed  Inshan,  President; 

Cde  Khemraj  Misir,  First  Vice  President;  Cde  Kitslngh  Ramp it.  Second  Vice 
President;  Cde  Minie  Dataram,  Third  Vice  President;  Cde  Cleveland  Charran, 
Secretary;  Cde  Kassin  Khan,  Treasurer;  Cde  Ramesh  Singh,  Assistant  Secretary. 


Members  of  the  Committee  are  Cde  Seenarine  Hamer,  Cde  Harrle  Dookle,  Cde 
Basil  Mohabir,  Cde  Nazir  Khan,  Cde  Abdool  Sattaur,  Cde  Lawrence  Samaroo. 


The  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary  will  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Executive  Council. 


CSO:  3298/330 
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GUYANA 


DETAILED  PREPARATION  OF  1984  BUDGET  IN  FINAL  STAGE 
Georgetovm  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  30  Nov  83  p  1 


[Text]  xhE  detailed 
preparations  of  tbe  1994 
Budget  is  BOW  id  its 
^ciai  stage  with  tlw 
^tion’s  top  fiaaD« 
experts  caiiryieg  out 
iniaute  examinatioiis  of 
the  estimates  sabmitted 
tbe  Ministries  and 
iOther  agencies. 

:  The  meetings  are  being 
held  at  Bidco  'lYaining 
Centre  in  Qncenstown 
mainly,  and  up  to  late 
yesterday  Permanent 
Secretaries  and  their  back¬ 
up  teams  were  meeting  with 
a  high  level  panel  which  has 
’  been  charged  with  drafting 
the  Budget. 

.  One  official  who  has 
already  seen  the  panel 
twice,  commented  that  some 
“tough  talking’'  is  going  on 
with  the  result  that  some 
Permanent  Secretaries  have 
jbeen  invited  to  submit 
revised  proposals  scaling 
down  expenditure. 

The  team  meeting  with 
the  Permanent  Secrcuries 
and  other  administrative 
heads  include  Vice- 
President,  Production,  Cde 


’  Desmond  Hoyte  who  is  one 
of  a  three  member  Cabinet 
Finance  Ccmimittee  exer¬ 
cising  general  supervision  of 
the  country's  financial 
-affairs. 

Others  on  the  panel  are 
Finance  and  Economic 
Planning-  Minister  Carl 
Grce nidge,  Chairman  of  the 
State  planning  Commission 
Haslyn  Ptrrh  and  Senior 
Planner  Dr.  Roy  Ibbott, 

.  Bank  of  Guyana  Governor 
Pat  Matthews  and  other 
high  ranking,  banking  and 
financial  experts. 

Each  Ministry’s  estimates 
•arc  being  examined  with  “a 
fine  tooth  comb”  and  every 
penny  has  to  be  justified, 
the  f^rotiicle  learnt. 

Some  of  the  sessions  have 
^already  run  laie  into  the  ’ 
night  with  indications  that 
this  pattern  will  continue- 
.until  the  Budget  is  com- 
pie  ted. 

No  deadline  has  been 
officially  sured  but  well- 
informed  sources  said  it. 
appears  4ts  ^  though  the 
Budget  could  be  ready  for. 
presentation  to  the  National 
Assembly  before  year-end. 


CSO:  3298/331 
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ESSEQUIBIANS  EXHORTED  TO  DO  MORE  IN  AGRICULTURAL  DRIVE 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  3 


[Text] 


ANNA  REGINA,  (GNA)  - 
Parliamentary  Secretary  in 
the  Office  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  Basdeo  Bhtgsm, 
has  urged  Essequibians  to 
become  fully  involved  in  the 
agriculture  sector  and 
the  goal  of  national  self- 
sufficiency  in  '  food 
production. 

Cdc.  Bhaggan  said  the 
region  must  first  determine 
its  needs  and  produce  larp 
surpluses  of  foods  to  assist 
in  bringing  about  a  change 
in  the  country’s  ecobomy. 

The  Parliantcntary 
Secretary  was  deputising  for 
Minister  of  Regional  and 
National  Development 
Robert  Corbin  in  delivering 
:the  feature  address  at  the 
$ccond  Annual  Conference 
of'  the  Ever  Green-Good 
Hope  district  Sunday. 

^e.  Bhaggan  s:aid  that 
now,  more  than  at  any  other 
time  in  Guyana’s 
development,  Guyanese 
need  to  produce  mbre  food 
since  a  country:  which 
depends  on  another  country 
to  feed  its  people  wjll  never 
be  completely  self-sufficient. 


Cde.  Bhaggan  said  that 
■district  officials  need  to 
./institute  better  educational 
programmes  in  the  group  so 
that  all  persons  will  be 
exposed  to  learning 
situations  which  would 
enhance  their  personal 
development. 

Party  members  must 
develop  the  determination 
;  and  resilience  to  defend  the 
gains  which  they  have 
struggled  for  and  towards 
this  end,  they  must  be 
prepared  to  develop  the 
kind  of  skills  and  attitude 
which  arc  relevant  to  a  war 
situation  by  becoming 
members  of  the  Guyana 
'  People’s  Militia. 

All  Guyanese  must  be 
-  prepared  to  give  unreserved 
solidarity  and  support  for 
the  Grenadian  people  in 
their  hour  of  need,  Cdc. 
Bhaggan  added. 

During  the  ccxiference, 
Cde.  Terrence  Shepherd 
read  a  message  from  the 
PNC  Chairman  Cammie 
Ramtaroop  to  conference 
delegates. 

H(GNA) 


CSO:  ,3298/331 
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GUYANA 


HOYTE  LAUNCHES  MMA  COMMUNITY  PROGRAM  FOR  FARMERS 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  28  Nov  83  p  8 


A  NOVEL  community  prbgriuiime  ‘*MMA  In 
fthe  Commimity”  aimed  at  maUag  farmers  in  the 
iMahaka,  Mahaieony,  Abary  |Nrq|ect  area  aware  at 
^^e  systems  at  the  Sdieme,  and  at  the  Scheme's 
^ans  and  programmes  was  fauuieli^  Friday  at 
l^sh  Lot  on  the  West  Coast  Berhke; 
f'l  ^  Scores  of  burners  who  will  beMfit  directly  frmn 
^e  jSciieme  tnmed  np  at  the  Xatdimansingb 
jhlmary  School  to  take  ftiD  ad^tage  of  the 
geaerdse. 


f  ‘‘MMA  in  the  Com- 
:  munity’'*  is  sn  **out-rc8ch** 

,  prQgntmme  which  is  also 
intended  to  bring  the 
.  Authodty  closer  to  -the 
farming  community.  It  is 
planned  to  be  a  weekly 
exercise.  ' 

Vke-Pieskl€Btt  Prodsc- 
tloB,  Deimosd  Hoyte  who 

was  on  hand  last  Friday  to 
launch  the  programme  took 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  a 
host  ^  problems  affecting 
farmers  in  the  area.  Several 
on-the-spot  decisions  were 

made  and  the _ Vice- 

PresideBt  ^  promised  to 
•personally  look  into  a 
number  of  others .  . 

Problems  .  affecting  the 
formers  include  the  shortage 
of  paddy  bags,  delays  in 
.  payment  for  paddy  sold  to 
:  the  Guyana  Rice  Board 
(GRB),  ineffective  storage 


’  systems  at  the  GRB  and  the 
"slaw  intake  of  paddy  by  the 
GM. 

Farmers  also  spoke  about 
the  need  for  compensation 
for  crops  destroyed  as  a 
result  of  development  works 
and  .complained  about 
ine  ffe  ct  i  ve  drai  nag  e  and 
irrigation  in  some  areas, 
and  about  the  need  for  an 
improved  system  for  land 
distribution. 

The  formers  complained 
that  heetBse  of  the  ikortage 
of  Jate  hags  which  prevents 
them  from  harvesUng  their 
paddy  OB  time,  they  were 
experiencing  heavy  losses. 

the  problem  was  nd- 
dressed  recently  hy  General 
Mannger  of  the  CTB  Leon 
Dundas  who  had  explahied 
that  a  shipment  of  hags  on 
order  from  the  German 


JUemocratlc  Repnbllc  (GDR] 
has  heen  delayed  because  of 
shipping  pro|»lems. 

As  a  result  of  the 
discussions  focilitated  by  the 
* ‘out-reach”  programme, 
one  former  will  receive 
compensaticxi  for  his  crop 
of  blackeye  which  was 
damaged  because  of 
development  works  in  the 
area.  Another  who  con¬ 
tended  that  compensation 
offered  for  his  crops  was 
inadequate  will  have  his 
matter  looked  into  by  the 
Vke-PrcsIdeBt. 

In  addressing  the  packed 
school  hall  Vice-President 
'Hoyte  once  again  stressed 
the  importance  of  food  self- 
sufficiency  as  an  essential 
component  of  national  in¬ 
dependence  and  national 
security.  — (GNA) 


CSO:  3298/331 
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BRIEFS 

MANAGEMENT  FOR  MILITARY— The  need  for  management  skills  in  the  military  ser¬ 
vices  was  yesterday  stressed  by  Deputy-Director  General  of  the  Guyana 
National  Service  Charwin  Burnham.  Speaking  during  the  opening  session  of  a 
two-week  course  for  Non-Commissioned  Officers  of  the  Service  Cde  Burnham 
said  that  the  environment  is  very  crucial  in  the  field  of  management.  He 
said  the  economic  and  political  climate  in  particular  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  managers  during  the  course  of  their  work.  The  course  is 
being  conducted  by  officials  of  the  Management  Training  Institute.  One  of 
its  main  objectives  is  to  identify  the  functions  of  management  and  examine 
how  these  can  be  carried  out  by  the  participants.  The  study  of  various 
communication  techniques  and  the  application  of  these  in  particular  circum¬ 
stances  will  form  part  of  the  training  programme.  (GNA) .  [Text]  [Georgetown 
GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  29  Nov  83  p  3] 

RELEASE  OF  VENEZUELAN  TRAWLER— The  Government  of  Guyana  has  decided  to 
release  one  of  the  six  Venezuelan  fishing  trawlers  caught  operating  in 
Guyana's  Fishery  Zone.  The  fishing  boat  the  Narval,  has  been  released  as  a 
gesture  of  goodwill  the  Foreign  Ministry  explained  yesterday.  The  six 
Venezuelan  trawlers  were  escorted  to  Port  Georgetown  during  last  week  by  the 
Maritime  Corps  of  the  Guyana  Defence  Force.  The  Narval  was  reportedly  found 
fishing.  Meanwhile,  the  captains  of  the  Venezuelan  vessels  have  been 
granted  bail  by  a  local  magistrate.  In  a  statement  last  Thursday  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  stressed  that  while  respecting  the  right  of 
passage  of  boats  through  this  country's  Fishery  Zone,  the  Guyana  Government 
had  a  duty  to  protect  the  resources  of  this  zone  from  being  illegally 
exploited.  The  Ministry  had  also  stressed  that  in  the  context  of  the  assur¬ 
ances  given  by  the  Guyana  and  Venezuela  Governments  to  the  UN  Secretary- 
General  that  both  countries  would  make  every  effort  to  maintain  a  climate 
conducive  to  the  settlement  of  the  Guyana-Venezuela  territorial  controversy, 
the  Guyana  Government  had  given  Venezuela  notice  on  September  21  of  its 
intention  to  actively  protect  Guyana's  resources  in  the  Fishery  Zone. 

[Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  1] 

REID  IN  BERBICE — East  Berbice  (GNA) — Prime  Minister  Dr.  Ptolemy  Reid  will 
be  among  a  team  of  eight  Government  Ministers  who  will  be  involved  in  a^ 
series  of  face  the  community  meetings  and  fan  out  exercises  in  Region  Six 
East  Berbice-Corentyne  this  week.  The  Ministers,  who  will  begin  their  visit 
today  will  participate  in  field  and  worksite  exercises  in  various  parts  of 
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the  region.  They  will  also  hold  discussions  with  workers  in  government 
agencies,  co-operative  societies  and  Local  Authorities.  The  exercise  is 
part  of  a  one-week  Live-in  programme  which  was  launched  last  Friday  by  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Mobilisation  Robert  Corbin.  It  is  geared  at  sensitising  members  of 
the  community  of  regional  and  national  issues  and  at  the  same  time  discuss 
problems  facing  the  communities.  Today  Minister  of  Energy  and  Mines  Harun 
Rashid  will  address  bauxite  workers  at  Everton  at  10:00  hours  while  Economic 
and  Finance  Minister  Carl  Greenidge  will  meet  with  doctors  and  nurses  at  the 
New  Amsterdam  Hospital  and  employees  of  GNTC  and  Guyana  Stores.  Minister 
of  International  Trade  and  Consumer  Protection  ’Malcolm  Corrica  will  be 
meeting  with  consumers,  stall  holders  and  shopkeepers  at  the  New  Amsterdam 
Town  Hall  while  Minister  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Cde  Sallahuddin  will 
be  at  the  Port  Mourant  Community  Centre  where  he  will  address  farmers  and 
co-operators.  Dr.  Reid  will  be  the  main  speaker  at  a  Face-the-Community 
meeting  at  Number  48  Government  School  on  Thursday  afternoon.  [Text] 
[Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  23  Nov  83  pp  4-5] 

DELINQUENT  CO-OP  LOANS — East  Berbice,  [GNA] — Action  would  be  taken  against 
members  who  are  in  default  of  honouring  their  loans  from  Co-operative 
Credit  Unions  in  Guyana,  said  Minister  of  Manpower  and  Co-operatives  Kenneth 
Denny  last  week.  He  said  co-operators  must  be  educated  if  the  co-operative 
movement  is  to  develop  and  be  the  dominant  sector  in  the  country.  Minister 
Denny  made  this  remark  when  declaring  open  a  new  $75  000  building  of  the 
New  Amsterdam  Co-operative  Credit  Union.  The  building,  he  said,  must  be 
fully  utilised  and  must  be  a  learning  and  teaching  centre  for  members. 

Cde.  Denny,  who  described  the  New  Amsterdam  Credit  Union  as  the  only  com¬ 
munity  credit  union  in  Guyana,  stressed  the  need  for  accountability  and 
honesty  of  members  of  the  union.  He  praised  the  co-operators  for  their 
efforts  in  acquiring  their  own  building  .which  he  said  would  be  a  stepping 
stone  for  the  promotion  of  co-operative  activities  in  the  communities  of 
Region  Six.  [Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  28  Nov  83  p  1] 

UNDELIVERED  MILK — Fourteen  thousand  ctns  of  Canada  Best  full  cream  powdered 
milk  arrived  in  the  country  on  Nov.  6,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  no 
news  has  come  of  it  having  reached  the  public.  A  check  at  some  public 
institutions  revealed  that  they  had  received  none.  The  Buying  Clubs, 
created  specifically  to  enable  public  servants  to  get  scarce  items  are  also 
still  awaiting  supplies.  Unconfirmed  reports  claim  that  the  bulk  of  the 
milk  has  been  allocated  to  the  Army  and  paramilitary  forces.  Another  11,000 
ctns  are  due  to  arrive  at  monthend.  The  country  in  normal  times  uses 
19,500  ctns  a  month,  but  as  for  months  there  has  been  an  acute  shortage  of 
milk,  the  14,000  plus  11,000  ctns  are  expected  to  disappear  as  soon  as 
issued — any  many  will  reappear  on  the  black  market  at  exhorbitant  prices. 

Other  shipments  are  expected  to  follow  and  are  said  to  have  been  already 
paid  for.  [Text]  [Georgetown  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  in  English  27  Nov  83 
PP  3] 
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TEXT  OF  SEAGA  ADDRESS  AT  17  DECEMBER  SWEARING-IN  CEREMONY 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  In  English  21  Dec  83  pp  1C,  5C,  8C 


[The  following  is  the  address  by  the 
his  being  sworn-in  as  prime  minister 
at  King’s  House,  on  Saturday] 

[Text]  ;  CC'e  are  embarking  on  a  new  era  ^of 
=  political  life  with  the  beginning  of  this 
I  new  Administration, 
i  The  results  of  the  General  Election 
->f  December  1 5  gave  all  €0  scats  to  the 
jamaica  Labour  Party,  54  of  them  un- 

coniesicd.  .  j 

:This  is  not  a  result  we  desired  or 

planned.  . 

h  was  inevitably  thrust  upon  us  w  hen 

jnc  Panv  buv..t>ticd  the  ract. 

However  much  of  substance  or  how- 
fver  much  a  pretext  this  boycott  ma>  be 
^he  fact  is  that  it  is  behind  us  and  ii  is 
imperative  that  we  face  the  future  now 
not  the  past. 

!  propose  to  do  so  on  rhis  occasion 
on  which  1  have  now  been  sworn-in  as 
Prime  Minister  for  a  second  time. 

\  shall  begin  with  the  political  impli¬ 
cations  for  the  future. 

^’e  face  the ,  challenge  of  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  without  an  elected  Opposition. 

To  determine  where  this  may  have 
impact  on  our  political  life,  w'e  must 
examine  the  roles  of  an  Opposition  and 
determine  how  we  may  produce  ahema- 
tives  to  an  elected  Opposition  »incc 

there  is  none.  .  i.  ,  \  j 

The  Government  which  I  lead  at¬ 
taches  great  importance  to  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  opposing  views  withm  our 
parliamentary’  system. 

A  Parliament  comprised  of  one  Side 
only,  one  view valone,  was  not  of  our 

choice  nor  of  our  making.  r 

CHAIXENGE  ^ 

^  Our  paramount  task,  therefore,  in 
f  the  absence  of  an  elected  OpppsBgon  is 


Rt  Hon  Edward  Seaga  on  the  occasion  of 
by  the  governor-general  of  Jamaica, 


to  devise  the  means  whereby  we  ran 
!  ensure  that  opposing  views  are  given  full 
:  opponunity  to  be  heard  in  our  parlia¬ 
mentary  sy’Sttm. 

:  This  is  the  challenge  we  face  and  the 
^  thallcnge  we  will  mcci  successfully  with 
bold  and  creaiive  thinking. 

.  I  he^in  with  ihc  Senate  where  Jhe 
^Leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  Prime 
-  Minister  is  required  by  the  Constitution 
to  nominate  the  full  membership  of  the 
.Senate. 

In  keeping  with  our  expressed  over¬ 
riding  intention  to  ensure  that  opposing 
'  view's  will  -be  heard  in  the  Parliament,  it 

V  is  my  intention  to  nominate  eight  per¬ 
sons  to  the  Senate  who  are  persons  of 
national  stature,  having  exptnisc  in 
panicular  fields  of  vital  interest,  and 

^  who  are  not  persons  connected  to  or 

V  supporters  of  the  Jarnaica  labour  Pany. 
r  On  my  owm  side  in  selecting  the  .13 

members  whom  1  shall ‘nominate  in  my 
'  own  right  as  Prime  Minister  1  -shall 
select  persons  of  a  wide  ■variety  of 
;  interests  and  expertise  comprising  many 
Vpetsons  of  national  stature.  Indeed, 
f  many  persons  have  voiced  Ihe  widely 
i  held  view  that  this  is  bow  the  Senate 
:■  should  be  comprised,  that  it  should  not 
■  be  a  political  mirror  image  of  the  Ifouse 
J  of  Representatives  reflecting  purely  the 
political  will. 

It  has  been  the  view,  expressing  a 
national  wish,  an  idealistic  hope  that 
'  one  day  we  would  have  a  Senate  which 
‘  would  offer  other  views  with  fresh 
[  insight  on  problems  in  debate. 
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The  njtion  hafi  never  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  appoint  a  Senate  of  such 
!  calibre  for  as  one  Party  nominated 
members  with  a  heavy  political  bias^  the 
other  was  obliged  to  do  likewise. 

This  opportunity  to  introduce  new 
blood  in  Parliamentary  talent,  fresh 
insight  in  Parliamentar\  debate,  can  only 
serve  the  nation  well.  ^X'e  cannot  lose 
by  accepting  this  challenge  to  boldly 
offer  the  nation  a  creative  concept  of  a 
new  Senate  to  fulfil  now’  what  we  have 
failed  to  do  in  21  years  —  structure  the 
Senate,  the  Upper  Chamber  of  Parlia* 

!  ment  in  the  manner  of  which  the  fram¬ 
ers  of  our  Constitution  dreamed. 

Thar  the  Senate  will  become  a  cham- 
,  ber  of  vigorous  debate,  is  without  ques¬ 
tions,  moreso  than  was  the  pattern  of 
the  past. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  Senate  w'Hl  so 
succeed  in  reflecting,  in  debate,  national 
f  views,  that  it  w'ill  set  a  tone  and  mould 
a  character  which  will  so  indelibly  ini- 
tV  pact  upon  the  public  mind  that  the 
Senate  of  the  Future,  whatever  may  be 
its  manner  of  selection,  will  always 
reflect  the  lessons  which  we  shall  learn 
from  the  bold  steps  which  I  o'oposc 
today. 

NEW  VISION 

If  we  face  this  challenge  with  the 
determination  to  succeed,  wc  may  wxll, 
in  this  our  21st  Year  of  independence, 
bequeath  to  the  nation  a  new  vision  of 
men  who  can  help  to  channel  thoughts 
not  only  in  the  patterned  stream  of 
Party  thinking  but  in  a  new  stream 
which  contributes  thoughts  that  flow 
freely  from  the  river  of  the  national 
consciousness. 

Let  me  examine  now  the  role  of  an 
^  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Represenra- 
tives. 

Their  absence  from  the  House  has 
aroused  fears  that  debates  will  be  one¬ 
sided. 

This  would  indeed  be  the  case  and 
such  fears  would  be  justified  if  we  took 
no  steps  to  compensate  for  this  absence 
of  a  formal  Opposition  in  the  House. 

But  in  keeping  w'ith  that  is  our 
expressed  and  overriding  intention  to 
encourage  opportunities  for  the  express¬ 
ion  of  opposing  views,  it  is  not  our 
intention  that  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  should  be  a  forum  of  debate  w’irh 
views  from  one  side  only. 

Accordingly,  I  propose  to  establish  a 
procedure  using  a  little  known  and  less 


used  provision  in  Standing  C'irdcrs  which 
regulate  debate  in  Parliament,  which 
enables  an\  person'  or  group  having  an 
interest  in  a  matter  under  debate  ro 
make  a  presentation  to  Parliament  by 
-  appearing  at  the  Ear  of  the  House. 

Open  invitations  will  be  given  to  any 
panicipanr  wishing  to  panicipare  in 
debates  on  legislation  to  do  so.  In 
practice,  when  the  House  resolves  itself 
into  Committee  as  it  must  do  in  the 
passage  of  any  Bill,  the  public  will  be 
invited  to  comment  at  this  stage. 

If  the  matter  under  consideration  is 
I  complex  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
I  House  or  of  the  House  and  Senate  will 
j  be  set  up  to  allow  funher  detailed 
[  examination  of  the  measure  under  de> 

'  bate  and  participating  groups  will  have 
the  further  opportunity  to  engage  in  this 
examination  until  a  product  is  ready  for 
final  approval  of  Parliament. 

in  plain  language,  the  whole  wide 
•  range  of  talent  which  this  country  pro¬ 
duces  representing  the  whole  wide  range 
of  interests  which  this  country  has,  will 
be  the  panel  from  which  capable  and 
expert  opposition  will  be  drawn  to 
engage  in  debate  and  frame  legislation. 

VIGOROUS 

DEBATES 

Like  the  proposed  new  Senate  this 
will  without  doubt  produce  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  more  vigorous  high-level  debate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Parliament  without  an  elected  Oppo¬ 
sition  is  far  from  dead!  It  is  far  more 
^  likely  to  come  alive  in  a  dynamic  man- 
vficr  attracting  greater  interest  in  debate 
[and  being  truly  a  forum  for  the  widest 
[  cross-section  of  views  than  ever  before. 

I  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  appearing 
I  before  the  Bar  of  the  Jamaican  Parlia- 
'  ment  will  prove  more  interesting,  re- 
^  warding,  useful  :and  purposeful  than  any 
f  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  Pegasus 
Parfiament. 

Again,  making  bold  use  of  this  little 
used  procedure  to  openly  admit  public 
comments  from  the  Bar  of  the  House 
will  generate  a  dynamic  tradition,  begun 
\  in  our  21st  Year  of  Independence  which 
f  1  believe  will  never  be  erased  from 
future -parliamentary  life  for  it  will  give 
a  voice  of  great  strength  to  the  people,  a 
direct  channel  to  communicate  with 
Parliament  which  public  interest  groups 
will  never  wish  to  surrender  or  have 
retracted  or  down-graded  by  any  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  future. 


95 


There  IS,  of  course,  a  third  role 
played  by  an  clccied  Opposition,  that  of 
Constituency  representation  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  particularly  those  of  opposing  Party 
persuasion. 

We  have  endeavoured  morcso  than 
any  Government  before,  to  so  adminis¬ 
ter  the  affairs  of  Government  as  not  to 
frustrate  supporters  of  the  Opposition 
with  the  feeling  that  they  do  not  belong 
and  must  await  some  other  time  when 
their  Party  can  provide. 

Indeed,  our  own  supporters  arc 
openly  critical  of  this  policy  because  we 
endeavour  to  break  the  strong  tradition 
of  feelings  to  boldly  establish  a 

new  course,  much  as  we  are  today 
charting  another  new  course,  which 
reduced  panisan  feelings  in  Parliamen¬ 
tary  debate  and  reduced  frustration 
among  those  who  fee!  that  their  voices 
may  never  be  heard. 

NOT  VERY 
SUCCESSFUL 

Despite  this  opfcn  policy  of  non-vic¬ 
timisation,  we  have  nor  been  completely 
successful,  but  we  have  achieved  greater 
success  than  ever  before  in  reducing 
tensions  and  giving  hope,  and  to  this 
end  we  shall  pursue  cur  course  without 
change.  Indeed,  we  must  now  expand 
this  course  —  ensuring  that  the  doors 
arc  always  open  for  all  lo  reach  us. 

In  keeping  with  this  Jamaica  Labur 
Pany  offices  in  constituencies  across  the 
land  will  no  longer  bear  the  inscription 
“JLP  Office”  but  Office  of  the  Member 
of  Parliament  —to  serve  all. 

Contact  between  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  constituents  is  where  all  ac¬ 
tion  must  begin. 

It  is  a  fact  however  which  must  be 
realistically  acknowledged  that  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament  are  never  able  to  be 
as  available  to  constituents  as  desired. 

To  augment  the  process  of  access  to 
Members  of  Parliament,  a  unit  which 
deals  with  citizens  mail  in  the  Office  of 
the  Prime  Minister  and  through  which  1 
receive  much  mail  weekly,  will  be  signif¬ 
icantly  expanded  into  a  Consumer  and 
Public  Affairs  Bureau  to.be  better  able 
to  process  matters  brought  to  attention 
[  by  the  public  through  Members  of 
i  Parliament  who  are  often  only  partly 
I  informed  of  the  range  of  contact  de- 
1  sired  by  constituents,  leaving  frustration 
.■  among  the  people  in  tfie  wake. 
l  !  look  forward  to  this  outreach 
\  programme  invigorating  constituency 


life  and  generating  wider  interests  and 
^  activity  among  the  people. 

L  Having  outlined  the  three  mechanisms 
f  which  offer  bold  creative  thinking  to 
|  . tackle  the  formidable  problem  of  the 
I  absence  of  an  elected  Opposition,  I 
I  think  it  can  be  concluded  that  the 
r  success  of  these  new  measures  could 
create  a  new  perspective  of  people 
)  representation  in  quality  and  quantity  — 
f.  more  vigorous,  expert  led  debate,  and 
■  wider  access  for  representation, 

J  Two  further  dimensions  arc  ncc- 
I  cssary  in  the  re-structuring  required  to 
Lmect  the  exciting  challenge  of  a  new 
I  parliamentary  order, 

I  Firstly,  the  political  directorate  must 
j  make  itself  more  available  to  deal  with 
I  interest  groups  and  people  problems. 

I  The  Cabinet  and  Senate  will  reflect 
?  this  thinking  of  reducing  where  desira- 
Tblc  the  burdens  of  the  work -load. 

I  I  begin  with  myself  in  giving  up  one 
I  Ministry,  and  in  recruiting  meaningful 
;  help  in  other  areas  through  the  Senate. 

;  I  will  reserve  more  detailed  com- 
c  ments  for  the  iKcasion  of  the  swearing- 
^  in  of  the  Cabinet  on  Monday  morning, 
save  for  the  general  observation  that  1 
have  been  well  served  and  Jamaica  has 
been  well  served  by  the  out-going  Cab¬ 
inet,  for  which  I  thank  them  for  myself 
and  for  Jamaica. 

SHEARER:  A 
TRUE  ALLY 

So  TOO  am  1  equally  grateful  for  the 
special  support  given  "to  me  by  my 
Deputy  Prime  Minister,  Rt.  Hon.  Hugh 
Shearer-  He  has  been  a  true  ally  and 
friend  in  counsel,  a  source  of  strength 
and  guidance. 

The  final  link  in  this  chain  of  adjust¬ 
ments  is  the  role  which  1  expect  mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament  to  play  in  the 
^forthcoming  period. 

The  first  source  of  strength  of  any 
political  system,  and  the  basis  of  stabili¬ 
ty  of  that  "System  lies  at  the  level  of 
constituency  representation. 

I  This  is  the  primary  purpose  for 
I  which  we  are  all  elected  —  to  give 
^  service  to  our  constituents. 

And  we  must  never  forget  that  this 
function,  and  not  higher  office,  is  the 
real  purpose  of  our  role. 

Many  changes  were  made  in  rep¬ 
resentatives  for  the  December  15  Elec¬ 
tion,  all  of  who  n  are  now  Members  of 
Parliament.  Together  we  will  form  a 
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much  more  viprout  and  dynamic  group 
of  representatives  of  the  people 

In  keeping  with  our  undcruanding  of 
our  primary  obligation  to  our  constitu¬ 
ents,  therefore,  it  is  our  intention  to 
concentrate  the  focus  of  our  parliamen¬ 
tary  strength  on  the  constituencies,  rath¬ 
er  than  in  offices  holding  positions  such 
as  Parliamrntan  Srcrciaric's  and  Mm 
ister  of  State  —  where  more  time  is 
consumed  than  in  the  field  with  constit¬ 
uents. 

The  many  sheep  in  consiiiucncics 
who  now  find  themselves  without  elect¬ 
ed  shepherds  made  it  imperative  that 
those  who  now  have  the  constitutional 
responsibility  and  authority  to  be  their 
legal  representatives  must  so  respond  to 
the  challenge  as  to  ensure  that  this 
unusual  period  through  which  we  pass  is 
not  one  of  unccnainty  and  frustration, 
but  of  solidarity  of  purpose,  and  fratcr- 
nity  of  fellowship  between  members  of 
Parliament  and  their  people. 

The  time  and  the  nature  of  the 
circumstances  demand  of  all  of  us,  as 
the  first  order  of  priority  to  make 
service  to  our  people  our  principal 

cause.  IV. 

1  commenced  this  address  with  the 

indication  that  1  wished  first  to  deal 
with  political  matters. 

I  turn  now  briefly  to  the  significant 
developments  that  arc  to  be  vievsed  as 
part  of  the  perspective  as  we  move  into 
1984. 

1983  has  proven  to  be  the  year  in 
which  the  great  international  depression 
bit  us  hard  reducing  our  mining  sector 
to  a  mere  projected  7.3  million  tonne;) 
of  bauxite  by  comparisor;  with  a  volunu 
of  some  12  million  tonnes  in  1^80  a 
cut  of  almost  hah. 

This  robbed  us  of  foreign  exchange 
to  impon,  revenue  to  finance  the  bud¬ 
get,  and  caused  much  dislocation  of  our 
orderiy  plans. 

Yet,  although  1983  was  a  year  of 
deep  economic  problems,  our  economy 
did  rot  collapse.  Indeed,  projections 
show'  that  h  will  grow  by  more  than  1 
per  cent  which  is  better  than  1982.  This 
must  be  compared  with  our  own  grim 
projections  of  negative  growth  in  this 
year  which  we  predicted  earlier. 

!n  fact,  far  from  collapsing  as  many 
stronger  economies  have  come  near  to 
doing,  WT  have  done  better  than  we 
ourselves  expected  in  this  year  of  grave 
economic  problems. 


ECONOMY 
CROWS  BY  1% 

The  manufacturing  sccior  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  show  a  third  straight  year  of 
positive  growth  as  compared  with  years 
of  consecutive  negative  grow'ih  preced¬ 
ing  1980, 

Fx.u'tK  ihr  s.imr  partem  is  rvident  in 
the  construction  sector. 

Agriculnirr  ihi^  year  is  rebounding 
significantly  from  the  decline  of  Iasi 
year. 

Even  Mining  had  reached  the  end  of 
the  line  according  to  statistics  this  year, 
with  prospects  of  a  movement  upward 
projected  for  next  year.  This  has  been 
the  one  sick  sector  of  the  Jamaican 
economy,  but  because  so  much  turns  on 
it  the  decline  in  this  sector  has  had  the 
effect  of  pulling  the  whole  economy 
downwards. 

The  prospect  of  recovery  here  car- 
.  ried  healthy  signals  for  the  Jamaican 
economy  in  1984,  depending  on  the 
pace  at  which  this  recovery’  moves. 

But  tourism  is  growing  at  record 
levels  —  -reaching  the  three-quaner  mil- 
^  lion  mark  this  year.  New  hotels  arc  nov^• 
being  planned. 

BOLD  DESIGNS 

And  new’  investments  are  reaching 

the  stage  of  implcmcntaTior  at  an  ur^- 

prccedenied  rate  at  one  ever)  three 
days. 

Agro  21  and  H.E.A.R.T.  arc  bold 
designs  which  will  energise  the  training 
and  employment  of  labour. 

The  unemployment,  rare,  by  latest 
count,  has  fallen  below  whar  we  inher¬ 
ited  in  1980.  Agro  21  holds  the  greatesi 
promise  for  growth  in  production  and 
earnings  in  foreign  exchange  since  the 
discovery  of  bauxite  in  the  1950's. 

These  arc  the  positives  set  within  the 
framework  of  stability  and  decreasing 
crime  as  we  enter  1984. 

These  positives  arc  funher  enhanced 
.  by  the  improved  earnings  which  wiW 
flow  from  the  recent  devaluation  —  in 
■  Manufacturing*  Agriculture,  Tourism, 
'  Mining,  all  providing  much  greater  in- 
:  cemives  to  grow’  and  produce  and  to 
increase  foreign  exthange  earnings  and 
employ  more  people. 

The  worst  of  the  negatives  already 
j  overtook  us  w'ith  an  18.5  per  cent 
•  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  projeen  d 
for  1983.  Bur  there  arc  still  some  fur¬ 
ther  increases  to  come  although  the 
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worst  has  passed,  noncenhK  in  <ufl  and 
,  clccincit)  rates. 

Price  movrrncnrs  and  tontiniiinp 
shonfall  of  foreign  exchange  until  our 
earning  capacity  is  restored  arc  the  two 
negatives  in  his  instance  that  we  must 
■  gear  a!)  our  resources  to  meet. 

Foreign  exchange  is  not  going  to 
appear  mjpiealK.  it  rmn.!  h?  earne  d  witf 
work,  our  work,  nobody  elsc's  and  with 
the  right  attitude. 

The  attitodcs  of  1983  arc  not  those 
on  which  we  can  build  recovery  in 
1984. 

Much  occurred  that  was  ugly  and 
'  selfish  and  some  of  it  has  will  not  i>een 
told.  . 

If  we  are  poised  to  resume  recovery 
in  1984,  that  recovery  must  begin  from 
w’ithin  w’hcre  the  real  rehabilitation  of 
soul,  conscience  and  purpose  is  needed. 

The  Government  will  be  exacting  in 
its  demands  for  discipline  in  this  new 
term  of  office,  in  urging  on  citizens 
greater  response  to  the  moral  conscious¬ 
ness  and  to  roles  of  responsibility. 

We  arc  poised  to  enter  uncharted 
water  politically  but  not  with  rrepida- 
*  tion. 

Vi  e  aic  poised  to  meet  this  challenge 
with  bold  and  creative  thinking  as  J 
t  have  outlined,  generating  exciting  new 
political  solutions  w'hich  will  no  doubt 
have  a  beanng  on  the  future  even  when 
the  normal  parliamentary  form  w^ith 
Government  and  Opposition  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  is  restored. 

We  arc  poised  to  move  back  again 
on  a  path  of  economic  recovery  if  w'c 
will  allow  ourselves  to  do  so  by  firmly 
fixing  our  purpose  on  positive  goals, 
national  interests,  not  on  the  negative 
targets  of  selfish  gain. 

We  alone  can  make  ourselves  suc¬ 
ceed  or  fail  and  we  have  w'ithtn  us  that 
potental  for  success  in  w'hich  many  of 
the  right  circumstances  prevail. 

(We  close  this  first  term  of  office 
with  a  record  which  in  balance  even  ith 
,a  fully  contested  election  would  have 
,^vcn  us  a  new  mandate  to  go  on. 

For  the  support  that  we  received  we 
•"'  are  grateful  ^nd  Jook  forward  with 
eagerness  to  renewed  efforts  and  part¬ 
nership  in  this  second  term. 

^  To  those  who  perceive  that  this 
Election  has  now  served  its  purpose  and 
•  who  call  for  a  funher  election  at  a  given 
^  date  —  let  me  be  quite  clear: 

’  Any  election  timetable  is  a  timetable 
I  for  violence,  the  experience  of  which  is 


;  already  known  and  gnrvcd  from  the 
^  7iKi  dead  in  the  nine  monib  General 
I  Flection  timetable  of  1980. 

NO  ELECTION 
^  TIMETABLE 

I  do  not  propose  to  repeat  any  such 
k  programme.  Whenever  elections  are 
cjlh  J  ihc)  V.  ill  cohk  upon  us  like 
f  Niepdemus  in  the  night. 

i  must  make  myself  clear  on  a  fur 
I  thcr  point.  Those  who  indulge  in  Oppo¬ 
sition  Panies  which  boycott  elections 
with  the  expectation  that  this  will  pre¬ 
cipitate  flew  elections  when  they  arc 
ready  arc  indulging  in  a  dangerous  par¬ 
tem  which  if  accepted  would  enable  the 
Opposition  and  not  the  Government  to 
,fall  Elections  in  the  future. 

^  Such  a  course  defies  the  principles  on 
I  which  Our  Constitution  rest  which  ex¬ 
pressly  provides  that  the  Prime  Minister 
is  given  the  unqualified  right  to  dissolve 
the  House  and  call  General  Elections  in 
his  discretion.  This  is  not  a  right  given 
to  the  Opposition  or  anyone  else  and 
the  framers  of  our  Constitution  in  1961, 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one, 
had  good  reason  to  so  empov-rr  tht 
Prime  Minister  with  this  right. 

I  remembered  clearly  the  arguments 
and  have  researched  the  Hansard  to  find 
3  passage  most  cujjLJeniK  Jc  np; t  C’t 
this  poss  er  as  set  out  in  these  words  of  a 
Speaker  in  presentation  of  the  Debate  in 
Parliament,  from  whose  vs  ords  1  quote: 

“As  I  pointed  out,  the  Constitution 
■entrenches  the  regulantv  of  sittings  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Constitution  does 
something  else.  It  vests  in  the  Prime 
Minister  the  pouer  c»t  dissoKing  the 
house  when  he  thinks  fit;  and  it  vests 
this  power  in  him,  more  firm!)  and 
unquestionably  than  it  is  done  in  any 
other  modern  constitution.  For  we  were 
concerned  to  see  that  once  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  elected,  the  Prime  Minister 
should  not  be  exposed  to  manoeuvers 
to  shift  power  within  the  House,  which 
could  almost  result  in  a  son  of  traffic 
and  trade  across  the  floor  of 

“The  House  (hear,  hear). 

The  Prime  Minister  will  hold  one 
very  effective  power,  once  he  is  put  into 
power  by  the  people  who  have  put  him 
in  power.  If  anybody  wants  to  subvert 

*  his  authority  and  upset  him,  he  can  say: 

*  “very  well:  we  w^ill  go  to  the  public  of 
the  country  and  ha\e  an  election.** 
There  are  lots  of  arguments  both  sides 

.  and  all  around,  bur  as  I  see  it.  This  is  a 


98 


CSO: 


great  safeguard.  No  other  C  onstitution 
,  that  I  know  of  in  this  world  has  ‘done  it 
and  done  it  in  the  w'ay  that 

**we  have  done  k.  It  is  an  entirely 
novel  way,”  . 

These /words  were  spoken  by  our 
National  Hero,  Rt.  Excellent  Norman 
Washington  Manley  who  was  himself 
the  Chairman  of  the  ( onstituiional 
Committee. 

When  the  arguments  die  as  they  vsill, 
however  they  may  be  settled,  we  shall 
"  all  be  left  w'ith  the  inescapable  duties  of 
fulfilling  the  role  of  building  a  nation 
from  what  w'e  have  and  with  w’hat  we 
I  have,  with  some  help  and  without  help, 
with  courage  or  timidity,  integrity  or 
discredit,  dedication  or  selfishness. 

We  must  always  remember  that  in  all 
^nve  do  somewhere  someone  sits  in 
judgment  to  discourage  or  encourage  us 
so  that  we  fail  or  prevail. 

Let  us  each  resolve  to  give  our  best 
in  achievement  with  excellence,  in  ser>- 


ice  to  the  cause,  with  responsibility  and 
integrity,  courage  and  dedication. 

j  can  say  this  no  better"  than  in  the 
eloquent  w'ords  of  the  late  President 
John  F.  Kennedy,  in  an  address  to  the 
Massachusetts  State  Legislature  in  1961 
when  he  spoke  for  all  of  us  who  must 
give  account: 


“For  of  those  to  whom  much  is 
'  given,  much  is  required.  And  when  at 
some  future  date  the  High  Court  of 
History  sits  in  Judgment  on  each  of  us, 
C  recording  whether  in  our  brief  span  of 
'  service  we  fulfilled  our  responsibilities 
to  the  Stage,  our  success  or  failure,  in 
.  whatever  office  W'C  hold,  will  be  mea- 
V  sured  by  the  answers  to  four  questions; 
first,  were  we  truly  men  of  courage, 
second,  were  we  truly  men  of  judgment, 
third,  w’ere  we  truly  men  of  integrity. 
Finally,  w'cre  we  truly  men  of  dedica- 
-  non? 


3298/332 


99 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


REPORTAGE  ON  ELECTION-RELATED  DEVELOPMENT,  NEW  CABINET 


Election-Day  Events 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  16 


[Text]  Here  arc  two  reports  of  how 
the  day  passed  in  the  two  Cor¬ 
porate  Area  Constituencies  in 

which  there  was  voting: 

Voting  in  West -Rural  St.  Andrew 
yesterday  was  uneventful,  and  ended  in 
a  low  poll  in  most  of  the  141  polling 
divisions.  Some  6,448  votes  were  cast  or 
26.87  percent  of  the  24,000  electors 
:  appearing  on  the  voters’  list. 

Dr.  Mavis  Gilmour,  of  the  JLP,  the 
sitting  candidate,  received  6,250  votes 
or  about  a  half  of  what  she  polled  in 
the  1980  elections.  Then,  she  received 
11,961  votes.  Her  opponent,  Mr.  Clive 
Smith  of  the  Republican  Party,  received 
198vptes.^ 

Not  a  single  incident  was  reported  by 
the  police,  who  told  the  Gleaner  that 
throughout  the  day  evetything  “re¬ 
mained  quiet”. 

When  the  preliminary  counting  was 
concluded  by  the  Returning  Officer, 
Mr.  Dennis  Phipps  at  the  Stony  Hill 
Police  Station  .  shortly  after  8  o’clock 
f  last  night,  sup^rters  6f  Dr.  Gilmour 
V  went  wild,  cheering,  singing  and  ringing 
bells. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Gleaner 
immediately  after  the  results  were 
known,  Dr.  Gilmour  said  she  believed 
she  had  fared  ’^reasonably*',  when  it  was 
considered  that  she  had  received  more 
than  50  percent  of  the  votes  she  polled 
in  1980. 

She  expressed  surprise  that  her  oppo¬ 
nent,  Mr.  Clive  Smith,  had  received 
‘'198  votes,  “for  he  had  not  even  prop¬ 
erly  introduced  himself  to  the  electors”. 

Asked  about  the  absence  of  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Opposition,  she  said: 


“You  can  depend  on  us.  Democracy 
is  very  much  alive  in  Jatpaica  and  is 
going  to  stay  alive,  for  wc  arc  going  to 
make  the  effort  to  keep  it  alive. 

“We  do  not  have  a  oac-party  State. 
Wc  have  a  multi-party  State  in  which 
many  parties  arc  free  to  contest.  At 
present,  one  pany  has  all  the  seats 
because  of  the  default  of  the  major 
opposition  pany... 

“If  Mr.  Manley  had  decided  to  con¬ 
test  the  election,  he  may  well  have*  won 
20  seats  in  the  Parliament;  and  that 
would  be  no  disappointment  to  me  or 
any  other  member  of  the  J.L.P. 

“Our  own  feeling  is  that  he  would 
have  contested  the  election  and  then 
settled  his  grievances  after.  It  was  not 
fair  to  gamble  the  electoral  rights  of  the 
people  against  the  dissatisfaction  that  he 
had  with  any  single  factor”. 

Dr,  Gilmour  w’as  winning  the  scat  in 
her  constituency  for  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith  did  fiot  turn  up  at  the 
counting  centre  last  hight.  ^ 

KINGSTON  SEAT 

Mr.  Derrick  Smith,  JLP  candidate 
for  West  Central  Kingston,  became 
Member  of  Parliarnent  for  the  constitu¬ 
ency  as  4,716  votes  were  polled  for  him 
yesterday  based  on  a  prehminary  count 
at  the  Kingston  Secondary  School. 

His  opponent,  Mr.  V.C.  Smith,  lost 
with  a  vote  count  of  54  with  110  of  111 
?  boxes  counted.  The  key  for  the  uij- 
counted  box  could  not  be  found.  » 

Hierc  are  10,810  voters  on  the  19^ 
Voters  List  used  tn  yesterday’s  election. 
In  the  last  General  Elections,  Mt 
Ralph  Brown,  of  the  PNP,  won  witfi 
:  5,361  while  Mr.  Ivan  Moore  of  tte 
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JLP  lost  to  him  by  3,803  votes.  Totil 
votes  cast  amounted  to  44.1  per  cent.  • 
Mr.  Derrick  Smith*!  victory  there¬ 
fore  represents  an  increase  of  913  votej, 
though  he  garnered  less  than  50  per  cerp 
of  the  total  number  of  electors.  ; 

The  voter  turn-out  was  down  to  i 
mere  trickle  in  the  morning  and  thi 
continued  throughour  most  of  the  day. 
However,  it  gained  momentum  in  somp 
key  polling  divisions  said  to  be  in  JLP 
strongholds  in  the  late  afternoon.  j 
The  day  was  incident  free,  a  situation 
w'hich  is  nor  typical  of  the  constituency 
in  General  Elections  held  previously. 

There  was  one  slight  disturbance.  At 
the  Kingston  Secondary  School  polling 
station,  a  man  went  to  one  polling 
booth  at  4.41  p.m.  and  told  the  poll 
staff  to  cease  operation.  Somehow,  they 
obeyed.  Nobody  was  coming  to  vote  at 
the  time. 

The  news  spread  throughout  the 
other  booths  that  polling  must  stop  and 
ballot  boxes  closed.  A  woman  who 
appeared  to  be  experienced  in  EiectioiJ 
Day  proceedings,  expressed  alarm  that 
the  station  was  being  closed  before  the 
end  of  the  day  at  5.00  p.m. 

A  policeman  w^ho  w'as  at  the  enf^ 
trance  to  the  polling  station  saw-  what 
was  happening  and  advised  the  poll 
staff,  w'ho  had  already  packed  up  their 
materials,  that  the  correct  time  to  close 
was  5.00  p.m.  He  asked  who  gave  the 
instructions. 


Someone  pointed  to  the  man  who 
had  caused  the  mischief.  The  police 
chased  him  off  the  compound  and 
everything  was  back  to  normal.  In  fact 
number  of  voters  had  been  standing 
outside,  waiting  to  vote.  The  following 
repon  was  filed  by  the  Gleaner  corre¬ 
spondent  in  the  area: 

Voters  of  South*  East  St.  Ann  expen- 
cnced  a  calm  and  peaceful  day  of  voting 
in  all  of  Its  109  polling  divisions. 

The  day  starred  w'ith  a  low  voter 
turn-out  and  relatively  little  political 
activity  in  almost  the  entire  constitu> 
cncy,  with  the  exception  of  Claremont, 
one  of  the  chief  towns  in  this  constitu¬ 
ency,  where  there  was  obvious  political 
activity,  but  the  situation  still  remained 
calm. 

One  polling  station,  Number  3c, 
situated  in  Gricrficld  in  the  Moncaguc 
area,  did  not  open  to  the  public  until 
about  9  a.m.  due  to  the  fact  that  no 
agents  of  candidates  were  present  when 
the  Presiding  Officers  w'ent  there. 

Up  to  mid-day,  average  voter  turn¬ 
out  in  most  polling  division  was  low, 
generally  in  the  region  of  12  percent. 
Overall,  there  was  a  higher  turn-out  in 
the  farming  areas  than  in  the  residential 
areas  of  this  constituency. 

There  were  regular  police  patrols 
throughout  the  day. 


Kingston  THE  DAILY 
[Text] 

A  charge  of  bogus  vot¬ 
ing  in  the  West  Central 
Kingston  constituency  in 
Thursday's  general  elec¬ 
tion,  made  by  the  People’s 
National  Party  in  a 
statement  yesterday,  w'as 
repudiated  last  night  by  the 
Jamaica  Labour  Parry. 

The  PNP  statement,  is¬ 
sued  by  its  president,  Mr. 
Michael  Manley,  referred 
to  the  result  in  West  Cen¬ 
tral  Kingston  “where  bogus 
voting  is  already  admitted 
by  the  JLP  to  have  taken 
place.” 

•Xsked  by  the  Gleaner 
for  a  response  to  this 
statement,  a  top  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  JLP  said  rhat 
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the  Party  had  not  admitted 
that  bogus  voting  had  tak¬ 
en  place  in  the  constitu¬ 
ency. 

“What  happened  was 
that  a  reference  was  made 
on  Thursday  night  during 
the  victory  celebrations 
that  one  box  in  West  Cen¬ 
tral  Kingston  had  shown 
three  more  votes  than 
were  on  the  list. 

“But  yesterday  morning 
when  the  final  count  be¬ 
gan,  it  was  found  not  to 
have  been  so.  It  was  a 
mistake  in  the  addition.” 

Contacted  by  the 
Gleaner,  Mr.  Frank  Weir, 
Deputy  Director  of  Elec¬ 
tions  said: 


17  Dec  83  p  14 


”W'e  can  never  know 
anything  or  determine  any¬ 
thing  factually  as  to 
whether  bogus  voting  took 
I  place  until  the  final  count 
1  is  finished.  And  the  final 
i  count  began  only  today.” 

Asked  whether  the  Re¬ 
turning  Officer  would 
know’, . 'Mr.  Weir  said  that 
unless  the  Returning  Offi-  ; 
cer  had  caught  an  elector  ' 
in  the  act  of  impersonat-  ; 
ing,  he  would  not  know  | 
cither.  Only  the  final  count  ' 
w'ould  indicate  whether 
bogus  voting  did,  in  ' fact 
take  place. 

The  PNP  statement 
also  made  the  comment 
that  “in  spite  of  heavy 
campaigning  by  the  JLP  in 


the  six  constituencies 
where  elections  were  held, 
the  preliminary  count 
shows  that  they  failed  to 
persuade  even  60  per  cent 
of  .  the  people  who  voted 
for  them  in  1980  to  turn 
out  and  do  so  yesterday. 

‘This  is  the  clearest  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  people  as  a 
whole  have  rejected  both 
the  election  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  itself. 

“The  extent  of  the  re¬ 
jection  of  the  JLP  is  fur¬ 
ther  underlined  by  the  fact 
that  less  than  40  per  cent 
of  the  electorate,  taking 
the  six  constituencies  to¬ 
gether,  have  recorded  a 
vote.” 
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Union  Objection  to  Ministers 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  A  suggestion  that  two  members  of  the  former  Cabinet  line— up,  Mr. 
J.  A.  G.  Smith  and  Mr.  Douglas  Vaz,  should  not  be  re-appointed  to  the  new 
Cabinet  to  be  announced,  has  been  made  by  the  National  Workers  Union. 

In  a  message  to  Prime  Minister  Edward  Seaga,  the  Island  Supervisor  of  the 
National  Workers'  Union,  Mr.  Lascelles  Perry,  said  it  would  be  a  disaster 
to  again  put  Mr.  Smith  in  charge  of  the  portfolio  of  Labour  and  Mr.  Vaz, 
of  Industry. 

He  also  said  that  the  portfolios  of  Mining  and  Finance  should  be  given  up 
by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Seaga  on  Cabinet  Considerations 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  20  Dec  83  pp  1,  15 

[Text]  Prime  minister  The  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
^  Seaga  announced  the  appointment  of  the  16- 
member  Cabinet  sworn  in  by  the  Governor-Gen¬ 
eral,  the  Most  Hon.  Florizel  Glasspole,  yesterday 
at  King’s  House.  r  ^4  ^  u 

The  main  features  of  the  new  Cabinet  are  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Hart  as  Senator  and  Minister  of  Mining  and  Energy;  Mr.  Edmund  Bartlett 
as  Minister  of  Youth,  Sports  and  Community  Development;  Dr.  Ronald 
Irvine  as  Minister  of  Environment,  Science  and  Technology;  and  Mr.  Alva 
Ross,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  status  of  a  Cabinet 
Minister. 

In  other  shifts,  Mr.  Errol  Anderson  He  said  that  it  was  a  rhattcr  of  “deep 

has  been  given  the  post  of  Minister  of  gratification”  to  see  the  extent  to  which 
the  Public  Service  and  Social  Security;  the  Ministers  had  adapted  to  their  roles 

and  Mr.  Neville  Lewis  is  the  new  Min-  in  a  mature  fashion.  They  were  “a  very 

fstcr  of  Local  Government.  The  other  dynamic  team”  and  he  did  not  know  of 
Minsters  have  been  rc-appointcd  to  rnember  who  had  hot  pulled  his 

their  former  posts.  weight  and  “performed  beyond  the  call 

Mr.  Seaga  has  retained  the  office  of  of  duty”. 

J^rime  Minister,  and  the  Ministries  of  “It  was  a  team  whith  I  was  very 

t'Financc  an  Planning,  Information  and  pleased  to  work  with,”  he  said. 

^Culture.  »  The  Prime  Minister  said  that  he 

Speaking  after  the  new  Cabinet  Min-  -^would  announce  the  appointments  of 
isjers  had  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  ^Ministers  of  State  anc  Parliamentar>' 

•  and  the  Oath  of  Office,  and  had  been  Secretaries  later  this  week, 
issued  with  the  Instrument  of  Authority,  Next  week,  he  said,  the  additional 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the  outgoing  Cab-  ^Government  Senators  would  be  named, 

Vincx  had  been  comprised  of  15  Min-  along  with  the  eight  non-partisan  Sen- 
^tsters,  none  of  whorti  had  prior  ators. 

lEXperiencc  of  Cabinet  Government  oth-  GIVING  A  RUNDOWN  on  the 

er  than  the  Deputy  Primt  Minister,  the  new  appointments,  Mr.  Seaga  sajd  that 
*Rt.  Hon.  Hugh  Shearer,  the  Speaker,  the  under  Dr.  Irvine’s  Ministry  would  fall 

Hon.  Alva  Ross  and  himself.  the  Scientific  Research  Council,  the 
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Bureau  of  Standards,,  the  Natsonal  Re- 
aourtt  Conservation  Depanment,  and 
the  Food  Tcchno!op>  Unit. 

Dt.  Irvine  had  been  working  on  the 
development  of  the  National  Scicnie 
Policy  so  that  he  was  not  coming  into 
the  field  "brand  new".  Dr.  Irine  had  also 
been  reappointed  Senator,  as  he  had  |ust 
completed  21  ye-ir--  of  sersicc  in  the 
Senate,  a  record  which  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  said  he  doubted  would  be  equalled 
Mr.  Scaga  said  Di.  Irsinc  had  relin¬ 
quished  the  Ministry  of  Mining  and 
Energy  to  Mr.  Han,  who  had  been 
carrying  the  work  load  and  was  of 
invaluable  service  to  the  Government. 

Not  a  stranger  to  this  area,  Mr.  Han 
had,  in  his  capacity  as  advisor  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  developed  the  concepts 
of  baner  and  counter-trade,  something 
which  had  earned  him  the  confidence  of 
other  members  of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  he  had  selected 
Mr.  Banlett  as  Minister  of  Youth  and 
Community  Development  and  Spons 
because  he  had  performed  “creditably" 
in  Cultural  Affairs  with  a  national  flair 
for  promotion  and  organisation. 

At  the  sametime,  the  Ministry  had 
been  restructured  and  “given  a  solid 
foundation"  on  which  Mr.  Bartlen 
could  work. 

Mr.  Seaga  listed  the  200  Community 
Cenirt-  beer  repaired.,  xhi 

development  of  a  National  Craft  I'to- 
gramme  and  \outh  Camps  island\Mdc 
10  be  upgraded  to  H.E.A.R.T.  acade¬ 
mies  as  areas  where  the  former  Minister, 
Mr,  Errol  Anderson,  had  scr\ed. 

Mr.  Anderson's  work  in  the  Ministry 
of  Youth  had  earned  h-.m  his  appomt- 
meni  as  Nb  isiei  o)  ihc  I  ai  ii.  ScTMst 
and  Social  Security, 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the  Public  Service 
Ministry  would  play  a  key  role  in  the 
Government's  expenditure,  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  Management  Audit  for 
the  public  sector  and  date-gathering  on 
the  state  of  the  sector,  coupled  w'lth  the 
•  enactment  of  laws  to  give  re\\ard  for 
»  service  and  more  stingents  sanctions  for 
^  poor  work  done. 

I  Mr.  J.A.G.  Smith  would  relinquish 
the  responsibility  for  Electoral  Affairs  to 


pay  more  attention  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  the  duty  of  Leader  of 
Government  Business  in  the  House  of 
Represtntatives,  because  of  increased 
responsibility  that  would  result  in  the 
new  parliamentary  situation, 
j  The  position  of  Speaker  of  the 
t  House  would  be  raised  to  the  rank  of  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  W'ithout  sitting 
in  Cabinet  mctiings.  Speaking  of  M^ 
Ross  in  his  new  capacity,  the  Prime 
Minister  said  he  would  fine  it  necessary 
to  travel  abroad  to  explain  the  new 
parliamentary  situation  to  Jamaicans. 

Mr,  Neville  Lewis  has  shown  himself 
to  be  “a  very  capable  administrator", 

•  particularly  in  the  area  of  “people  prob- 
;  Icms"  and  had  earned  the  respect  of  all. 

\  Of  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister,  Mr. 

■  Scaga  said  Mr.  Shearer  had  been  an 
invaluable  counsellor  and  guide  to  him 
and  would  hold  his  present  post.  Jamai¬ 
ca  was  at  the  centre  of  a  wide  range  of  ■ 
extending  international  rcalations  from 
Latin  America  to  the  West  to  the  Soviet 
bloc. 

Following  the  swcanng-in  ot  the 
Ministers,  the  Governor-General,  who 
also  spoke,  said  that  there  was  nothing 
but  hard  work  ahead  of  the  Cabinet;  n 
was  not  going  to  be  an  easy  task  to  get 
Jamaica  on  the  upward  swing. 

Mr.  Glasspole  said  humanity  and 
dedication  had  to  be  shown  during  the 
task  while  at  the  same  time  the  Min¬ 
isters  must  be  firm  when  it  came  to 
discipline. 

He  congratulated  Mr.  Scaga  for  ap- 
‘  pointing  Messrs.  Banlett  and  Han, 
whom  he  said  were  “very  good  selec¬ 
tions''.  .  .. 

Wishing  the  team  “happy  hunting  , 
Sir  Florizcl  said  that  Jamaica  wanted  a 
dynamic  thrust  forw^ard  so  that  the 
people  could  feel  that  things  w^ere  mov- 
^  ing  upward. 

i  “We  are  ccnainly  looking  for  the 
determination  of  these  gentlemen  and 
i  lady  to  see  things  moving.  We  want  our 
'  little  Jamaica  to  be  a  happy  country, 
w'irh  the  economy  growing  and  unem¬ 
ployment  wiped  out  steadily.  We  want 
*  to  see  people  in  a  state  of  mind  that 
they’re  contented,"  he  declared. 
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Statistical  Analysis 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English 
[Text] 

The  December  1983  Stone  Poll  revealed  ihai  the 
iunounJfu^  iht  calling  of  a  snap  eUenon  bv  hu 
JLP  government  have  generated  a  significant  increase  in 
the  relative  standing  of  the  PNI\  especially  among 
younger  voters. 

U  ithin  the  electorate  as  a  whole  the  PNP’s  stand¬ 
ing  has  moved  From  47%  to  55%  of  the  popular  vote 
since  late  October  when  the  events  in  Grenada  pushed 
the  JLP  ahead  of  the  PNP  in  the  polls. 

PNP  suppon  within  the  electorate  as  a  whole  Las 
grown  more  as  a  result  of  a  decline  in  suppon  for  the 
JLP  than  as  a  consequence  of  increased  levels  of 
popularity  of  the  PNP.  Much  of  the  JLP  suppon  lost 
since  October  has  shifted  tow^ards  apathy  and  lack  of 
interest  in  voting  as  many  of  these  persons  are  disllu- 
sioned  with  the  PNP  leaders  and, especially  the  pany’s 
position  on  Cuba  and  lies  w'ith  communists.  This 
suppon  could  well  return  to  the  JLP  in  the  future. 

The  most  significant  change  since  October  there¬ 
fore  has  been  the  decline  of  the  JLP  level  of  suppon 
and  the  increase  in  the  level  of  oncommiricd  voters 
which  now  stands  at  the  rather  high  level  of  29%.  This 
lc\cl  IS  approximately  100%i  higher  than  the  levels 
found  in  polls  leading  up  to  the  December  1980 
election. 

If  the  PNP  had  contested  the  election  some  71% 
of  iht  persons  interviewed  would  have  been  interested 
in  voting  but  many  would  not  have  been  able  to  vote. 

In  December  1980,  84%o  of  the  persons  interviewed 
expressed  interest  in  voting. 

Among  persons  who  had  a  vote  in  1980,  the  JLP 
has  a  small  majority  over  the  PNP  w^ith  a  standing  of 
.S0.6%>  compared  to  49.4®/o  for  the  PNP.  The  difference 
in  pany  standings  between  1980  voters  and  persons  18 
and  over  who  have  been  registered  to  vote  is  due  to  the 
large  60%  PNP  standing  among  younger  voters  w'ho  are 
not  on  the  1980  voters  list. 

By  the  estimate  of  this  December  1983  Stone  Poll, 
had  the  PNP  contested  the  election  on  December  15th, 
that  parry  would  have  earned  at  least  49%  of  the  vote 
and  somewhere  between  24  and  28  parliamentary  seats. 

.  This  would  have  meant  a  substantial  reduction  of  the 
JLP  seat  majority  in  the  parliament  from  51  to  32-36 
seats. 

An  election  held  on  the  new  voters  list  would  in 
our  estimation  give  a  majority  to  the  PNP  due  to  that 
party’s  preponderant  suppon  among  younger  voters. 

Suppon  for  the  VC'PJ  poses  a  puzzle.  While  there 
has  been  no  reduction  of  persons  W'ith  far  left  marxist 


20  Dec  83  p  15 


views  in  the  society,  ^XTJ  suppon  seems  to  be  declining. 
1  his  apparent  dcditu  is  quiu  misleading.  Vi  hat  appears 
to  be  the  ease  is  that  fewer  of  these  persons  are  willing 
lo  openly  indicate  support  for  the  Vi  PJ,  perhaps  out  of 
fear  of  political  reprisals.  Wiihin  the  ranks  of  the 
independents,  there  appears  to  be  some  3%  of  the 
electorate  whose  political  views  are  hostile  to  both  JLP 
and  PNP  and  arc  inclined  towards  the  WPJ. 

The  dramatic  growth  of  uncommitted  from  19%  to 
2Wo  between  late  October  and  early  December  reflects 
the  dual  impact  of  loss  of  PNP  suppon  due  to 
developments  in  Grenada  and  loss  of  JLP  suppon 
caused  by  the  pany’s  handling  of  the  election  issue. 
These  voters  have  come  to  distrust  both  JLP  and  PNP 
leaders  but  do  not  see  the  ViTJ  as  an  alternative. 
Whether  they  dnfi  back  to  either  the  JLP  or  the  PNP 
in  the  future  will  have  great  impact  on  the  balance  of 
political  suppon  in  the  country  when  next  election  arc 
called  and  contested  by  both  panics 

Those  voters  who  suppon  the  PNP  sec  that  pany 
as  defending  poor  people  and  the  youth  and  likely  to 
promote  more  public  spending  than  the  JLP.  Those 
who  suppon  the  JLP  see  the  JLP  leaders  as  promoting 
better  economic  policies  than  the  PNP  and  as  having 
more  international  suppon  that  can  help  the  country 
recover. 


QUESTIOKS:  Which  party  did  you  vote 
for  in  1980?  H  tho  PNP  had  dacidod  to 
aontost  fhi  alootion  on  Dtoambtr  15th, 
which  party  would  you  havt  voted  for?  Why? 

ANSWERS:  Among  1980  voters 

JLP  (50.6%)  (PNP  49.4%) 

Among  aHpenons  intery tewed 

JLP  (45%)  PNP  (55%) 

Comparison  with  meriior  polls 


October  1980 
February  1961 
May  1981 
.  July  1981 
^  November  1961 
Mey  1982 
October  1982 
Merch  1963 
October  1983 
December  1983 


PNP  WPJ  JLP 
37%  •  50% 

29%  *  48% 

20%  •  46% 

32%  *  36% 

30%  2%  36% 

34%  .8%  41% 
43%  .3%  38% 
41%  1%  38% 

38%  ,5%  43% 
39%  .3  32% 


Vneommitted 

13% 

25% 

30% 

31% 

31% 

24% 

19% 

20% 

19% 

29% 


CSO:  3298/332 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


SECURITY  PRECAUTIONS  HEIGHTEN;  RAID  ON  WPJ  PROTESTED 

Spending  on  Facilities 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Dec  83  pp  1,  16 


[Text] 

The  Mmjstn  of  National  Security  and 
jiistKC  spent  some  $60.8  million  in  the  last 
three  years  constructing  and  upgrading  facili¬ 
ties  under  its  responsibility,  compared  to  $12- 
million  expended  during  the  period  1977  to 
1980. 

Thi-  was  s.ml  by  the  Ministei  of  National  Security 
and  JustKf  Hon.  Winston  Spauldine.  on  December  8 
vhcn  ht  brokr  ground  tor  the  upgrading  and  extension 
C  ‘  il;;  in  S:  bmeb. 

'The  Spnngmount  upgrading  is  to  be  done  in  two 
phases.  Phase  I  entails  repairs  to  the  existing  structure  at 
a  cost  of  S40,000;  Phase  11  is  to  provide  a  two-storey 
extension  for  dormitory  and  court-house  facilities  cost¬ 
ing  S80,(KK). 

The  contract  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Herbert 
W’illiams  and  the  architect  is  Mr.  Robert  Stevens,  ol 
the  Urban  Development  Corporation. 

The  Minister  also  announced  that  a  Bill  is  shonly 
TO  be  laid  in  Parliament  seeking  to  increase  the  Junsdic- 
tion  of  Resident  Magistrates  Couns  to  try  civil  cases 

Mr.  Spaulding  said  that  the  residents  of  St.  James 
.  should  realise  that  with  the  large  expenditure  by  his 
Ministry,  over  the  past  three  years,  “this  parish  has 
benefited  immensely  by  way  of  facilities,  and  would 
continue  to  do  so* . 

Outlining  some  of  the  areas  tackled,  he  said  that 
during  1981-82  work  at  a  cost  of  S250,000  was  done  to 
The  Barnett  Street  police  headquarters,  as  well  as  on 


police  stations  at  Montego  Inn,  Mount  Salem  and 
Cambridge. 

In  1982-83,  the  Sewell  Avenue,  Orange  Street, 
Coral  Gardens,  Granville,  Anchovy,  Barren  Town  and 
Barnett  Street  police  stations  and  offices  underwent 
upgrading  and  repairs  costing  S150,000;  and  $117,910 
was  spent  on  coun-houscs  in  St.  James. 

Disclosing  other  plans  for  St.  James,  Mr.  Spaulding 
said  that  a  new  police  station  is  to  be  built  at  Barren 
Town  for  which  approval  has  already  been  given. 

Plans  to  upgrade  the  Adelphi  and  Amity  Hall 
police  stations  were  currently  being  put  together  by  the 
Urban  Development  Corporation  and  would  come 
under  the  next  Capita)  Budget.  It  was  expected  that  the 
Adelphi  station  would  be  upgraded  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $500,000. 

Referring  to  the  tourist  industry,  Mr.  Spaulding 
said  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  along  with 
the  Security  Forces,  to  see  that  there  was  no  disruption 
“in  this  vita]  and  important  sector  of  the  economy*'. 

He  praised  the  Ministry  of  Tourism  for  reviving 
the  industry  and  said  that  it  w'as  notable  that,  this  year, 
a  record  figure  in  tourist  arrivals  would  be  achieved. 

Present  at  the  function  were  the  Minister  of 
Health,  Hon.  Dr.  Kenneth  Baugh;  the  Minister  of 
State  for  Tourism,  Hon.  Dr.  Marco  Brow'n;  Mr.  Carl 
Rhoden,  M.P.;  Mayor  Shaflman  Scott,  of  Montego 
Bay;  Chief  of  Planning  Ministry'  of  National  Security 
and  Justice,  Mrs.  Ethlyn  Samuels;  and  the  Director  of 
Planning  Research  and  Development,  Ministry'  of  Na¬ 
tional  Security  and  Justice,  Mr.  Cyril  Redway. 


WPJ  Reaction  to  Raid 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  17  Dec  83  p  14 

[Text]  Police  raided  the  headquarters  of  the  Workers'  Party  of  Jamaica 
(WPJ)  at  50  Lady  Musgrave  Road,  St.  Andrew,  yesterday  aftfernoon. 
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Nothing  incriminating  was  found,  police  and  WPJ  sources  told  the  GLEANER 
yesterday  afternoon. 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  WPJ,  Dr.  Trevor  Munroe,  in  a  news  conference 
called  after  the  raid  said  it  had  sinister  intent,  and  he  hoped  the  security 
forces  would  act  with  restraint  and  within  the  law. 

He  re-stated  what  he  said  was  his  party’s  position  that  they  had  no  sub¬ 
versive  intent . 

Dr.  Munroe  said  the  police  during  the  raid  had  asked  the  names,  addresses 
and  functions  of  persons  in  the  Party’s  office,  and  outside,  and  he  saw  this 
as  ’’sinister”. 


WPJ-Bank  Heist  Link 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  19  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text] 

Investigations  into  the  abduction-robbery-  of  more 
than  SI  million  from  the  Highgaie  branch  of  the  Bank 
of  Nova  Scoria  early  Friday  morning  were  taken  a  step 
tunher  Saturday,  the  police  said,  when  they  detained 
several  persons. 

A  statement  issued  b)  the  Police  Information 
Centre  said  raids  have  been  earned  out  on  several 
prentiscs  premises  including  the  headquarters  of  the 
Workers'  Parry  of  Jamaica,  50  Lady  Musgrave  Road, 
Kingston.  Nothing  was  found  at  the  WPJs  headquar¬ 
ters,  PIC  said. 

in  one  raid  the  police  said  they  found  the  follow¬ 
ing  in  possession  of  the  occupant:  a  .45  calibre  semi¬ 


automatic  pistol,  a  .38  calibre  revolver,  69  canridges  for 
,.45  calibre  and  .38  calibre  firearms,  several  lengths  of 
'detonator  cord,  a  detonator  cap  and  several  thousand 
dollars. 

At  another  premises,  police  seized  a  white  Lada  car 
owned  by  the  occupant  and  which,  it  is  suspected,  was 
used  in  the  robbery.  The  owner  was  detained  for 
questioning  A  quantity  of  ganja  was  also  found  and  two 
persons  including  the  owiier  ot  the  car,  were  arrested. 
The  names  and  addresses  of  those  detained  are  being 
withheld  while  investigations  continue. 


WPJ  Protest 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  21  Dec  83  p  llA 


[Text] 

The  Workers  Party 
of  Jamaica  said  yester¬ 
day  it  was  prot-esting 
what  it  described  as 
“breach  of  our  rights 
and  the  rights  of  citi¬ 
zens”  under  the  Ja¬ 
maican  Constitution, 
following  on  the  de¬ 
tention  of  Party  mem¬ 
ber  Mrs.  Linnette 
Vassell,  senior  man¬ 
ager  at  the  office  of 


the  National  Savings 

Committee. 

This  was  the  second 
time  in  four  days  that  Mrs. 
Vassell  was  detained  along 
with  a  Party  worker,  Mr. 
Howard  McDonald,  who 
was  taken  from  his  home 
on  Saturday  last.  Both  ot 
whom  had  been  held  in¬ 
communicado  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Forces,  according  to 
the  WPj's  general  sccre- 
inry  .  Dr.  Trevor  Munroe. 

Both  persons  arc  being 
neld  for  questioning  in 


connection  with  a  SI  mil¬ 
lion  bank  robbery  in  Sr. 
Mary  last  week,  in  which  a 
white  Lada  motor  car  fig¬ 
ured.  Mrs.  X’assell  owns  a 
white  Lada  car. 

At  a  press  bneting  yes¬ 
terday.  l)r.  Munroe  said 
Wibai  a  dual  raid  had  been 
carried  out  on  the  VC  Pjs 
headquarters  and  Mrs. 
VasselTs  home  last  Friday. 
The  police  took  the  names 
and  addresses  ot  parry 
members  present  at  the 
party  ofticc.  he  said. 


During  the  course  of 
the  raid  on  Mrs.  Vassell  s 
home,  two  “sticks'  ot  gan 
yj  were  alleged  to  have 
been  found  by  the  Police 
for  which  she  had  been 
charged.  She  was  detained, 
locked  up  and  later  re¬ 
leased  on  bail  the  day  af¬ 
ter,  he  said.  Mr.  vassell  her 
husband,  was  also  held 
and  release. 

Flowever.  yesterday 
morning  the  Police  arrived 
at  Mrs.  VasseH's  home 
again,  saying  that  they 


106 


udntt’d  to  question  her 
4iirt her,  despite  jn  earlier 
three  hours  of  interroga* 
tion  in  which  the  Police 
expressed  satistjciion  with 
her  answers.  Dr.  Munroe 
said. 

Or)  the  instructions  of 
the  Party,  she  agreed  to 
co-operate  and  her  atioi- 
ncys  who  arrived  later  at 
her  Dewsbury  Avenue 
home,  in  the  St.  Andrew 
suburbs,  were  advised  that 
she  would  be  questioned 
at  the  offices  o*  Supi. 
Richards  at  ‘^.00  a.m.  yes¬ 
terday. 

Dr.  Munroe  said  that 
from  that  time  yesterday 


the  police  had  failed  to  tell 
of  Mr>‘  Vassclls  wherea¬ 
bouts,  and  how  she  was 
being  held.  Mr.  McDonald 
who  had  been  employed 
TO  “Projects  for  People" 
could  not  be  found  from 
Thursday  night  after  enqui¬ 
ries  at  several  police  sta¬ 
tions  in  Kingston  by  his 
attorneys. 

He  said  that  it  was  not 
the  policy  of  the  WPJ  to 
tolerate  the  breaking  of 
laws  as  it  activities  were 
based  on  the  Pany's  wide¬ 
ly-published  poli'ey.  Any 
member  found  in  anti-so¬ 
cial  conduct  would  be  dis¬ 
ciplined  TO  the  point  of 
jcxpulsion. 


Dr.  Munroe  added  that 
he  would  be  writing  to  the 
(Commissioner  •  of  Police 
outlining  what  he  saw'  as 
“the  new  C  entral  American 
-development**  itvthe  Force. 
He  said  that  the  Pany 
would  remain  within  the 
law  but  pursue  vigorous 
opposition  to  the  Ciovern 
ment  and  its  policies. 

Police  sources  said  last 
night  that  they  did  not 
knovs'  about  the  latest  de¬ 
tention  of  Mrs.  Vassel;  nor 
did  they  know  about  Mr, 
McDonald’s  whereabouts. 

An  effon  was  made  to 
contact  the  Commissioner 
of  Police,  Mr.  Joe  Wil¬ 


liams,  but  he  vyas'not  in 
.office.  Deputy  .  Commis¬ 
sioner  Herman  Ricketts 
said  Supt.  Roy  Green  of 
the  Criminal  Investigation 
Bureau  should  be  con¬ 
tacted.  The  telephone  at 
Cl  B  rang  several  times  and, 
at  intervals,  a  male  voice 
said  no  .one  was  in  office, 
<  and  hung  up. 

^ .  Finally,  after  several 
more  calls,  the  male  voice 
at  thl‘  other  end  of  92- 
123710,  said  CIB  “could  not 
.give  any  information  now" 
on  Mrs.  Vassell  and  Mr. 
McDonald.  He  said  the 
Gleaner  should  call  back 
today. 


Negrll  Reinforcement 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  21  Dec  83  p  llA 
[Text] 

’  AX^ith  the  1983-84  w'in  of  Area  1  told  the  ‘urv  Superintendent  McKil-  chased  along  the  beach 
Met  tounsi  season  only  Gleaner  vesterdav  that  lop  w  ho  has  been  one  evening,  while  a  guard 
•^few’s  days  old  the  police  some  fifteen  police  officers  transferred  from  Montego  at  a  hotel  was  shot  ,  at  by 
•ksccunty  in  the  tourist  mec-  -have  been  deployed  to  Bay  for  the  purpose.  <rhree  gunmen  ovt  the 

^a  of  Negril  has  been  take  up  duty  in  Negnl.  Since  the  start  of  the  weekend, 
beefed  up  with  the  deploy-  The  group  will  be  concen-  season  there  has  been  it  was  against  such 
mcni  yesterday  ot  addito-  tratmg  on  beet  dimes,  par-  some  report  of  violence  m  b,Kkground  that  all  steps^ 
.nal  policemen  and  a  senior  ticulariv  around  the  beach  that  area.  Commissioner  were  being  taken  to  pro 
officer  to  the  area.  front  and  will  be  under  the  Atkinson  confirms  repons  vide  adequate  securitv  .lor 

Assistant  (  ommissionei  direct  supervision  of  Dep-  that  a  Cierman  tourist  was  the  tourist  reson. 

Atkinson  in  charge 


Christmas  Measures 
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[Text] 

The  Police  High  Command  has  launched  a  massive 
islandwide  security  drive  for  the  Yuletide  season  and 
i  afterwards  called  “Operation  Reassurance",  under  the 
direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner  Joseph  Williams, 

Mr.  Williams  said  in  an  interview  with  the 
IDleaher  on  Friday  that  the  drive  involved  the  re- 
dcploymeni  of  an  extra  200  policemen  from  the  Police 
Training  School,  as  well  as  other  auxiliaries  of  the 
Force  who  have  been  detailed  in  some  34  shopping 
plazas  on  beat  patrols. 

These  policemen  had  been  equipped  with  radios 
hooked  up  to  Police  Control  at  his  headquarters.  Patrol 
radio  cars  and  personnel  had  also  been  increased  and 
would  be  cruising  residential  areas  which  normally  be 
rdeserted  w’hilc  shoppers  go  on  their  spree, 
y  ;  Traffic  police  will  also  step  up  their  road  safety 
-fTrecautions  at  key  points  in  the  Corporate  Area  and 
busy  rural  townships. 


. ;  Car  parks  will  gain  added  attention  in  the  whole 
exercise.  Strict  security  measures  will  also  be  mounted 
"at  churches  durfng  the  traditional  Christmas  services. 

“We’ll  be  firm  and  at  the  same  time  hold  strain. 
We’re  not  going  to  allow  rascals  to  capitalise  on  the 
increased  movements  of  citizens  this  season,"  he  said. 

However,  the  Police  Commissioner  said  extra  care 
would  be  taken  in  apprehending  suspected  persons  or 
those  involved  in  criminal  activities. 

Crime  detectors  in  plain  clothes  from  the  Criminal 
Investigation  Bureau  will  be  mingling  with  shoppers  to 
check  planned  robberies,  he  told  the  Gleaner. 

“Operation  Reassurance”  had  been  launched  to 
reassure  citizens  that  they  would  *be  safe  during  and 
after  the  festive  season  because,  usually,  at  this  time  of 
the  year  they  tended  to  be  lax,  he  added.” 
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MANLEY  GIVES  ASSURANCES  PNP  WILL  NOT  FOMENT  STRIKE  ACTION 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  16 


[Text] 

People's  National  Party  leader,  Mr.  Michael  Man- 
ley,  has  told  trade  union  leaders  that  the  pany  w6uld 
not  seek  to  undermine  them  by  encouraging  workers  to 
take  unnecessary  industrial  action.  He  also  told  the 
heads  of  the  bauxite  companies  that  the  pany  would 
not  seek  to  disrupt  activities  at  their  plants. 

He  said,  however,  that  if  the  Government  at¬ 
tempted  to  interfere  with  the  Jamaican  Constitution, 
the  PNP  would  have  to  react. 


Mr.  Manley  met  with  the  trade  unions  on  Sunday, 
December.  11,  and  with  the  bauxite  companies  on  the 
following  day,  as  part  of  the  PNP's  series  of  meetings 
■with  various  bodies  and  interest  groups  explaining  the 
reasons  behind  the  pany’s  decision  not  to,  contest  the 
snap  general  elections.  He  also  explained  methods  the 
'PNP  proposes  to  use  to  “protect  the  Constitutional 
rights  and  freedoms  of  the  Jamaican  people”. 
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SEAGA  SEES  SIGNS  OF  HEALTHY  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  23  Dec  83  pp  1,  19 

[Text]  Jamaica’s  economy  is  expected  to  grow  by  1.1  per  cent  this  year, 
exceeding  the  projected  minus  3  per  cent  growth,  according  to  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Seaga. 

The  Prime  Minister  who  was  speaking  to  members  of  the  local  and  foreign  press 
Corps  at  his  annual  Christmas  luncheon  at  Jamaica  House,  said  that  agricul¬ 
ture  was  projected  to  move  from  a  minus  6.7  per  cent  of  1982  to  a  plus  5.1 
per  cent  positive  growth. 

He  said  that  the  statistics  were  based  on  a  mid-fiscal  year  review,  and 
were  for  calendar  year  1983. 

Manufacturing  has  recorded  three  consecutive  years  of  positive  growth  since 
1980.  Projection  for  growth  in  that  sector  this  year  was  3.7  per  cent. 

Construction  also  grew  this  year  by  4.3  per  cent,  following  two  consecutive 
years  of  growth.  The  sector,  he  said  went  down  to  60-2  per  cent  negative 
growth  between  1972  to  1980,  settling  at  minus  10  per  cent  for  that  year. 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  mining  and  quarrying,  the  key  to  the  pace  of  economic 
recovery,  experienced  a  decline  of  minus  1.0  per  cent,  after  a  29  per  cent 
decline  in  1982.  Bauxite  production  fell  from  12.2  million  tonnes  in  1980 
to  7.3  million  tonnes  in  1983  with  a  corresponding  decline  of  foreign 
exchange  and  tax  revenue. 

Tourism  grew  as  visitors  moved  from  552,000  in  1982,  to  a  projected  784,000 
in  calendar  year  1983. 

Gross  capital  formation,  moving  from  an  annual  growth  rate  of  7.6  per  cent 
up  to  1980,  rose  consecutively  from  1981  to  1983  to  38  per  cent,  21  per 
cent  and  15.6  per  cent,  respectively.  New  private  investments  were  imple¬ 
mented  on  a  basis  of  one  new  project  every  three  to  four  days,  Mr.  Seaga 
said. 

There  were  some  427  projects  with  a  value  of  $1.3  billion;  69  had  been  put 
into  production,  64  projects  were  being  finalised,  142  were  in  active  dis¬ 
cussion,  while  152  were  in  the  preliminary  stages  of  negotiation.  The 
total  figure,  he  said,  did  not  include  some  170  projects  already  implemented. 
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On  the  negative  side,  Mr.  Seaga  said  there  had  been  a  continuous  deteri¬ 
oration  in  the  net  official  reserve  which  declined  to  minus  US$560  million 
this  year,  from  minus  US$401  million  in  1980. 

The  Prime  Minister  who  is  also  Minister  of  Finance  said  that  the  1983/84 
deficit  was  projected  to  be  out  of  target  of  19  per  cent  for  the  calendar 
year;  however,  he  thought  that  this  would  be  down  to  13  per  cent  at  the  end 
of  a  fiscal  year,  but  outside  of  the  target  of  12.5  per  cent  set  by  the  IMF. 

In  April  this  year  the  figure  showed  that  unemployment  which  was  at  27.3 
per  cent  in  1980  had  been  reduced  to  26.1  per  cent,  he  said.  Inflation  had 
been  cut  to  4.8  per  cent  in  1981,  to  7  per  cent  in  1982,  but  would  be  18.5 
per  cent,  projected  for  this  year. 

Industrial  relations  worsened  in  1981  but  there  was  an  improvement  in  the 
climate  for  1982,  while  the  reading  for  this  year  was  not  yet  completed. 

Crime  and  violence,  Mr.  Seaga  said  declined  by  9.5  per  cent  in  1981,  14.4 
per  cent  in  1982  and  a  further  decrease  was  expected  for  this  year. 

Summing  up  the  statistics,  he  said  that  there  had  been  a  continuous  degree 
of  positive  growth  in  1981  as  distinct  from  the  1980  period.  This  growth 
was  projected  in  all  sectors  except  mining.  He  said  that  it  was  fair  to 
expect  positive  growth  in  the  mining  sector  next  year  as  a  result  of  the 
upturn  in  the  aluminium  market. 

Mr.  Seaga  told  the  newsmen  that  he  was  looking  forward  to  a  recovery  in  the 
economy  but  that  the  pace  was  dependent  on  the  expected  recovery  in  the 
mining  sector. 

Recovery  of  the  economy  for  1984,  he  noted,  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
gods  but  "in  the  hands  of  the  industrialised  world."  Unless  the  local 
bauxite  firms  competed  in  world  terms,  there  was  little  hope  that  a  sig¬ 
nificant  recovery  would  occur  in  the  mining  sector,  he  said. 

"There  is  less  capacity  than  there  is  demand  and  consequently  prices  are 
rising,"  he  added.  The  new  bauxite  le-vy  was  structured  to  give  the  com¬ 
panies  the  incentives  for  production  competitiveness,  Mr.  Seaga  said. 

He  pointed  to  the  turnaround  in  the  construction,  manufacturing  and  tourism 
sectors  which  he  said  was  vibrant.  The  liberalisation  of  trade  to  fol  ow 
in  the  new  devaluation  measures,  would  add  impetus  to  the  manufacturing 
sector. 

Apparently  referring  to  a  GLEANER  story  that  Christmas  shopping  was  low- 
keyed,  Mr.  Seaga  said  that  he  was  "very  heartened"  that  this  year  the  con 
sumers  had  reached  the  threshold  of  tolerance  and  caught  up  with  the  appetite 
of  the  producers  by  shopping  around  for  the  best  prices  and  goods  and  not 
being  satisfied  with  a  one-stop  purchase,  regardless  of  price. 

He  described  this  year  as  a  "watershed"  for  the  consumers  wlth^^the  new  mea¬ 
sures  in  place  and  he  was  glad  that  "we’ve  reached  this  stage. 
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The  Government  could  not  have  devalued  the  dollar  earlier  this  year  because 
there  was  a  need  to  see  the  levels  where  the  exchange  rates  would  level  off. 
He  said  that  there  could  be  no  further  devaluations  of  the  dollar  as  it  was 
now  on  a  floating  basis  in  common  with  several  currencies  such  as  the 
European  and  the  U.S. 

Touching  briefly  on  the  importation  of  motor  vehicles,  he  said  that  the 
country  was  importing  12,000  cars  per  year,  less  than  the  16,000  a  year  in 
1962.  During  the  70s  the  importation  of  cars  had  gone  down  to  a  disastrous 
level  of  between  4,000  to  5,000  a  year,  resulting  in  depletion  of  the  nation^s 
rolling  stock. 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the  country  had  not  been  able  to  produce  the  foreign 
exchange  required  so  that  there  was  a  need  to  borrow  to  procure  resources 
for  basic  needs.  He  added  that  the  manufacturing  sector,  traditionally 
dependent  on  Caricom  earnings  but  which  was  now  seeking  to  explore  third 
country  markets,  must  not  be  looked  to  as  a  short  term  earner  of  foreign 
exchange — but  rather  the  focus  would  be  on  the  mining  sector  and  Agro  21. 

On  the  impending  increase  in  petroleum  prices,  he  said,  this  would  not  flow 
from  the  recent  devaluation  because  it  was  now  being  computed  at  $2.85  which 
was  not  a  far  way  from  $3.15.  Instead,  increases  in  oil  price  would  flow 
from  recent  hikes  by  Mexico  and  Venezuela  which  had  not  been  passed  on  to 
the  consumer. 

On  the  new  standby  agreement  with  the  IMF,  Mr.  Seaga  said  that  a  formal 
agreement  would  not  be  reached  today  as  was  expected.  However,  an  under¬ 
standing  had  been  reached  on  all  major  areas  and  the  negotiations  would  con¬ 
tinue  into  1984. 

The  new  package  had  been  sent  to  the  IMF’s  managing  director,  Mr.  Jacques 
Larosier,  for  his  approval.  The  Jamaican  team,  he  said,  anticipated  no 
problem.  He  said  also  that  the  package  would  go  before  the  IMF’s  governing 
council  in  February. 

The  national  minimum  wage  which  had  received  full  attention  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  this  year,  would  be  examined  in  1984,  he  said. 
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SMALL  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION  HEAD:  ECONOMIC  MEASURES  WON’T  HELP 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Dec  83  p  18 


[Text]  The  economic  measures  announced  in  November  by  Prime  Minister 

Edward  Scaga,  arc  not  going  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  small  business  sector 
bv  any  significant  margin,  according  to  the  President  of  the  Small 
Businesses  Association  of  Jamaica,  Mr.  Adolph  Brown.  He  said  that  the 
sector  has  now  been  pitted  fully  alongside  the  larger  businesses  and  all  the 
-resilience  from  the  SBAJ  members  will  now  be  needed  for  economic 
.  sun'ival. 


Mr.  Brown  made  these 
obser^'arions  as  he  ad¬ 
dressed  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Small  Businesses  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Montego  Bay,  at 
the  Wexford  Court  Hotel 
on  Thursday  December  8. 

Speaking  to  almost  one 
hundred  businessmen  at¬ 
tending  the  meeting  of  the 
Montego  Bay  branch  of 
the  Association,  Mr. 
Brown  said  the  current 
political  stalemate  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  as  it  does  not  augur 
well  for  the  economic  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  country, 
dependent  as  it  is  on  for-  ^ 
eign  investment. 

Mr.  Brown  expressed 
concern  that  government 
was  not  doing  enough  for 
the  small  business  sector 
but  was  concentrating 
more  on  the  larger  and 
more  established  business¬ 
es.  He  said  a  number  of 
international  agencies  have 
also  expressed  this  con¬ 
cern. 

The  5BA  President  told 
xhc  businessmen  that  any¬ 


body  doing  business  in  Ja¬ 
maica  today  would  be  able 
to  go  elsewhere  and  be 
more  successful.  He  said 
the  larger  businesses  were 
able  to  survive  the  present 
foreign  exchange  shortage 
because  they  were  more 
involved  in  trading,  but  he 
noted  that  the  small  busi¬ 
nessman  could  not  afford 
to  buy  the  U.S.  dollar  at  S4 
lamaican  and  produce  a 
product  which  could  be 
sold  at  a  competitive  price 
on  the  local  or  foreign 
market. 

The  SBAJ  President  said 
that  there  has  been  no 
policy  on  small  businesses 
and  he  added  that  the  As¬ 
sociation  had  in  fact  pre¬ 
pared  and  submitted  a 
paper  to  government  on 
the  sector,  but  to  date  has 
had  no  response  on  this. 

Outlining  the  many 
problems  facing  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Mr.  Brown  warned 
that  the  entire  garment 
sector  was  dying  because 
there  are  no  allowances  for 
them  to  export  under  the 


recently  announced  Carib¬ 
bean  Basin  Initiative,  while 
larger  companies  were  be¬ 
ing  given  the  opportunity 
to  import  and  sell  locally. 

And  speaking  at  a  press 
conference  called  on  Fri¬ 
day  December  9,  by  the 
Montego  Bay  branch  of 
the  SBAJ,  Mr.  Brown  told 
the  press  that  at  a  recent 
conference  on  the  Carib¬ 
bean  held  in  Miami,  seve¬ 
ral  investors  had  expressed 
interest  in  investing  in  Ja¬ 
maica.  However,. he  noted, 
many  were  concerned 
about  the  a|>parcnt  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  one-pany  sys¬ 
tem  in  the  island  and  had 
reservations  about  invest¬ 
ing  here. 

!n  response  to  questions: 
from  the  press,  Mr,  Brown 
said  the  Small  Businesses 
Association  of  Jamaica 
would  join  the  Jamaica 
Council  of  Churcjies  in 
calling  for  another  election . 
as  soon  as  the  new  voters 
list  is  completed  in  order 


that  economic  devel¬ 
opment  could  take  place  in 
a  climate  free  of  political 
tensions. 

The  new  Montego  Bay 
branch  of  the  SBAJ  will 
serv'c  the  needs  of  busi¬ 
nessmen  in  western  Jamai 
ca.  The  branch  now  has 
over  50  paid  op  members 
and  the  response,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Chairman  of 
SBAJ,  Montego  Bay,  Mr 
Pete  Cohen,  had  been  ex 
trcmely  encouraging  as 
several  other  businessmen 
have  expressed  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  join  the  Associa¬ 
tion  to  deal  with  the 
problems  of  the  small 
business  sector 

Prior  to  the  official 
launching  ceremony,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Montego  Bay 
Steering  Committee  and 
Executive  officers  of  the 
Kingston  offices  paid  cour 
tesy  calls  on  the  Custos 
and  the  Deputy  Mayor  of 
Montego  Bay,  Berlin 
Thompson.  The  SBAJ  offi¬ 
cials  also  visited  business¬ 
men  in  the  town. 
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BAUXITE  EARNINGS,  STATUS  OF  LEVY  TALKS  REPORTED 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  21  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  Net  earnings  from  the  bauxite  industrv'  for  this 

year  is  estimated  at  SL1.S.230  million  compared  to  S285 
million  last  year,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday. 

The.'  (.‘xcciiriw*  J net  tor  of  the  Januiiea  Bauxite  Institi.’te^'J  B.l.) 
Pr.  Carlton  Davis  nuJe  the  diselosurc  at  a  press  conferenee  at  the 
,  of f lee  at  Hope  Pastures,  St.  Ai^.drew,  ealled  by  the  neu 

Minister  of  Mining  and  F.nergy  the  Hon.  Hugh  Hart. 

hornier  chairman  of  the  J.B.l.,  Mr.  Hart  gave  an  update  on 
the  bauxite  levy  negotiations  taking  place  with  the  five  North 
American  aiuminum  companies. 

in  giving  figures  on  bauxite  earnings,  Dr.  Davis  referred  to  the 
error  which  he  said  was  being  made  that  the  tourist  industry  had 
'o\ertaken  the  bauxite  tndustrs  as  the  leading  net  earner  of  foreign 
exchangt'. 

On  the  ie\\  negot lat urns,  Mr.  Han  said  that  certain  proposals 
which  were  made  on  Mondav  b)  the  local  negotiating  team  sought 
to  protect  the  revenue  o!  the  Ciosernment  in  situations  where 
^production  remained  at  low  levels  or  was  not  increasmg, 

The  proposals  would  eontinue  the  eoneept  of  offering  ineetv 
twfv  bu!  would  imprtwe  on  the  approach  which  had  been 

pioMp.  !o  lack  impact  and  had  not  seen  production  capjcitv  being 
rcs:oreJ.  That  concept,  he  said,  had  a  flaw  which  allowed  the 
companies  to  adjust  production  rates  to  market  conditions  without 
suffering  the  penalities. 

The  new  proposals  embodsing  fresh  incentives  would  seek  to 
ha\e  the  base  levs  ealeulaied  on  the  same  basis  but  not  necessarily 
*)n  the  same  levels,  Mr.  Hart  said. 

The  proposals  which  were  discussed  yesterday  between  the 
parties  would  seek  to  attract  foreign  inflows  not  only  by  way  of 
projects  or  expansion  but  also  in  the  area  of  energy  conservation. 

hnergv  conservation,  Mr.  Han  said,  with  suppon  from  Dr. 
Davis,  was  one  of  the  important  necessities  which  had  to  be 
addressed  if  the  bauxite  companies  were  to  be  competitive,  Mr. 
Han  pointed  to  the  use  of  coal  as  one  such  means  of  energy  savings. 

The  companies  would  require  a  little  time  to  assimilate  the 
proposals  and  make  their  calculations.  They  were  however  aware 
that  it  was  hoped  that  negotiations  would  be  concluded  next 
month. 

Striking  a  guarded  note  of  optimism,  Mr.  Harr  indicated  that 
Ueling  among  the  companies  was  that  the  eoneept  surrounding  the 
p  opc.'sals  were  “constructive,  imaginative  and  along  the  right  line..." 

The  negotiations  began  around  July. 

Mr.  Harr  used  the  opportunity  to  express  thanks  to  the  staff 
of  the  J.B.l.,  and  others  for  their  support  in  the  past. 
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CLARENDON  PROJECTS  PROMISE  NEW  PRODUCTS  FOR  EXPORT 

Vegetable  Growing 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English 
[Text] 

A  600-acre  winter  vegetable  growing  and 
expon  project  is  being  <^arried  out  at  spring 
Plain  Farm  in  Clarendon  under  AGRO-21 
which  will  earn  an  estimated  LISS4  million  in 
foreign  exchange  and  provide  employment 

for  a  large  number  of  persons 

Production  will  be  geared  to  take  advantage  of  the 
duty  free  provision,  of  the  Caribbean  Basin  Inioat.ve 

The  crops  to  be  produ..cd  include  toniJioes.  green 
peppers,  cucumbers  melons  and  okras.  ,  ,  ,  „ 

Seedlings  for  the  pro|ect  will  be  produced  tor  a 
nurserv  which  has  been  established  at  St.  jago  estate, 

4iext  |oSpnn^^Farm.iii  skilled  agricultural 

workers  on  a  regular  basis  while  employment  during 
penoJ  of  hjncsTing  will  he  approximateK  1.^00  per* 

The  project  is  a  jotnt  venture  by  the  Jamaica  Agro 
Products  and  the  Jamaica  National  Investment  C.ompa- 
ny  CINIO- 

A  pilot  project  which  was  established  last  year 
October  on  180  acres  at  the  Spring  Plain  Farm  was 
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successful  and  served  to  generate  interest  in  vegetable 
farming  panicularly  among  small  farmers  in  the  area. 

In  addition  the  pilot  project  provided  employment 
for  150  workers  on  a  regular  basts  and  550  during 
periods  of  harvesting.  The  crops  produced  included 
green  peppers,  tomatoes  and  cucumbers. 

The  planting  operation  was  broken  down  in  three 
cycles  of  60  acres  each  in  order  to  provide  adequate 
supplies  for  certain  sections  of  the  North  American 
market  through  the  winter  months. 

The  Prime  MintMcr  who  tv  chairman  of  the 
AGRO-21  Committee  has  techniques  ot  intensive  and 
efficient  vegetable  production  and  has  stimulated  con¬ 
siderable  interest  in  non-iradmonal  agricultural  crops. 

A  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Officer  will  be 
based  at  the  prc-clearing  and  fumigation  station  being 
built  at  the  Norman  Manley  Airpon  to  check  on  the 
quality  of  the  expons  so  that  any  reiecrion  will  be  done 
here  and  not  after  the  items  havt  reached  the 
This  arrang<*meni,  he  said>  should  pa)  off  m  the. 

market.  , 

In  addition,  a  modern  packaging  plant  to  seiett 
grade  and  clean  fruit  will  be  established  to  ensure  that 
only  top  qualit\  products  reach  the  market. 


Banana  Planting 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  23  Dec  83  p  1 


[Text]  Banana  growing  will  be  returning 
to  the  Clarendon  Plains  with  the 
development  of  a  2,000  acre 
banana  project  centred  on  St. 
jago  estate  in  Clarendon.  Al¬ 
ready  planting  material  is  being 
brought  into  the  island  for  the 


establishment  of  the  nurseries 
which  will  supply  plants  for  the 
development  of  the  project. 

This  project  is  being  established  b) 
the  Jamaica  National  Investment  Cor¬ 
poration  and  will  be  managed  under 
contract  by  Kiburz  Beth  Haemek  of 
Israel. 
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Minister  of  Agriculuirc.  Dr.  Pcnival 
^ruJcrick  has  said  that  this  is  pan  of 
Ihf  Govrmmcnr’s  drive  to  raise  the 
proJuitlon  of  export  quality  fruit  in 
'  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  quaran* 
teed  market  in  the  U.K 
'  He  added  that  because  of  the  iow 
volume  and  indifferent  qualitv  being 
^  produced  rht  nurleiabU  export  pro- 
t  duciion  v\as  currenil)  about  tun'' 

■  per  annum  uhilr  there  is  a  guaranteed 
j  market  for  150,(KIO  tons, 
j  Dr.  Broderick  said  that  the  l.OCK^ 

;  acre  development  in  Clarendon  was  the 
[  second  of  two  major  pro|ccis  aimed  at 
r  producing  varieties  of  high  yielding  and 
;  high  quality  bananas. 

The  first  was  the  2.0(K)  acre  project 
in  Eastern  St.  Thomas  which  is  being 
undertaken  by  Eastern  Banana  Co.  Ltd. 
Already  some  250  acres  of  the  Gran 
Naine  variety  have  been  established 
from  tissue  cultured  plantlets  which  are 
being  imponed  into  the  island  at  the 
rate  of  some  7,500  plantlets  per  week. 
The  pace  of  the  planting  is  expected  to 
be  increased  next  year  when  an  additio¬ 


nal  K5CK'  acres  arc  expected  to  be 
planted.  This  projcci.  which  is  emplo>- 
ting  modem  technology,  including  un- 
dcf-trec  irrigation  and  cableways  for 
.  protection  of  the  fruit  from  field  to 
J  boxing  plant,  is  targctied  to  produce  15 
;  ions  of  marketable  fruit  per  acre  and  so 
J.IS  expected  to  increase  expon  produc¬ 
tion  signigicantlv  -during  the  crop  year 
jnJ  jr.  sul^sequcni  vcjr> 

Dr.  Broderick  said  that  the  Claren¬ 
don  projeci  \^<»uld  also  be  using  modern 
technology  including  drip  irrigation,  and 
would  stimulaie  interest  in  the  use  of 
underutilized  lands  in  the  area  to  pro¬ 
duce  bananas.  The  project  would  also 
,  provide  employment  in  the  parish  for  a 
wide  range  of  agricultural  workers. 

Production  from  this  project  is  csti 
'  mated  as  well  over  20,000  tons  of 
expon  fruit  annually. 

Work  is  being  done  to  increase  the 
.  productivity  of  the  EDF  and  JDB  farms 
in  St.  Thomas,  Portland  and  St.  Mary.  !i 
is  anticipated  that  these  developments  in 
the  industry  will  help  to  achieve  the 
targets  of  approximately  40,000  tons  of 
expon  fruit  next  year  and  70,000  tons 
.  in  1985. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 

FOOD  SHORTAGE — Alexandria  Housewives  in  Alexandria,  Inverness,  Cave  Valley 
and  adjacent  areas  are  experiencing  an  acute  shortage  of  rice,  flour,  corn- 
meal,  corned  beef,  kerosene  oil  and  other  basic  items.  There  is  ample  sup 
ply  of  brown  sugar,  but  the  housewives  are  complaining  that  quality  is  poor. 
They  are  however  hoping  that  supplies  of  these  commodities  will  be  made 
available  for  Christmas.  There  is  also  a  shortage  of  eggs.  In  the  local 
markets  at  Alexandria  and  Cave  Valley  there  is  also  a  shortage  of  yams  and 
other  locally  grown  foodstuffs.  [Text]  [Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in 
English  23  Dec  83  p  3] 

WATER  CRISIS — Port  Maria  The  water  situation  in  Port  Marla  has  now  become 
critical.  Residents  of  Frontier  Housing  Scheme,  Barracks  Hill  and  Cox  St. 
have  been  virtually  without  piped  water  supply  for  nearly  three  months . ^  Now 
and  again  a  trickle  come  from  the  pipe  in  the  pre-dawn  hours.  [as  published] 
Supply  by  the  water  truck  is  very  irregular  and  totally  inadequate.  Boys 
with  their  hand  carts  and  push  trucks  are  doing  a  roaring  business  fetching 
water  from  the  Little  Bay  and  Casa  Maria  areas.  The  situation  in  Mason 
Hall,  Albion  Mountain  and  Bonnygate  is  even  worse  as  all  the  stand  pipes 
have  been  plugged  by  the  Parish  Council.  For  months  the  pump  in  the  Bonnygate 
area  has  been  out  of  use.  Residents  from  Mason  Hall  have  to  travel  a  dis 
tance  of  over  two  miles  to  the  tank  at  Grants  Town.  Lines  of  people  waiting 
for  water  are  seen  there  all  hours  of  the  day.  In  the  meantime  water  has  been 
running  to  waste  from  a  leaking  main  near  Casa  Maria  for  the  past  two  months. 
[Text]  [Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  23  Dec  83  p  3] 

MILK  PRICE  HIKE — Milk  processors  have  increased  the  price  of  liquid  milk  by 
13  cents  per  quart,  and  milk  is  now  being  retailed  to  the  consumer  at 
$1.51  per  quart.  Dairy  farmers  however  are  still  receiving  98  cents  per 
quart  for  the  milk  they  supply  to  the  processors.  United  Dairy  Farmers 
Limited  increased  the  price  of  their  milk  by  13  cents  to  $1.13  per  quart 
from  December  5  and  it  is  now  being  retailed  at  $1.51  per  quart  up  from 
$1.32.  United  Dairy  Farmers  and  Cremo  Limited  are  the  major  suppliers  of 
fluid  milk  to  the  retail  trade,  and  supermarkets  reported  that  milk  f^o™ 
these  two  suppliers  is  being  sold  at  the  same  price.  Attempts  to  contact 
Cremo  Limited  were  unsuccessful,  as  their  telephone  numbers  rang  unanswered. 
Other  suppliers  of  milk  to  the  retail  trade  are  Shaw  Park  and  Cornwall 
Dairies,  and  Century  Farm,  but  their  milk  has  always  ^ 

from  Dairy  Farmers  and  Cremo  milk.  [Excerpt]  [Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER 

in  English  17  Dec  83  pp  1,  1^] 
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CANAL  REPAIR — Repairs  have  been  carried  out  on  five  miles  of  canal  serving 
the  Upper  Yallahs  Plains,  by  the  Morant  Bay  Area  Land  Authority.  The  canal 
conveys  water  from  the  Yallahs  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Easington  Bridge, 
and  irrigates  farms  at  Phillipsf ield,  Easington,  Heartease  and  Albion.  The  ! 
Chairman  of  the  Morant  Bay  Area  Land  Authority,  Mr.  Eustace  Wilson,  said 
that  assistance  on  the  repair  work  was  given  by  some  farmers  on  the  banks  of 
the  Yallahs  River,  among  them  the  Tobacco  Company  of  Jamaica.  Part  of  the 
United  Fruit  Company's  banana  cultivation  effort  on  the  Yallahs  Plain,  the 
canal  was  built  in  the  1920 's  and  had  not  been  repaired  since  the  early 
1950 's.  Water  had  been  escaping  at  some  points  along  the  five-mile  gutter, 
thus  depriving  some  farmers  of  irrigation.  Phillipsf ield,  Heartease  and 
Albion  farms  produce  escallion,  onions,  vegetables,  plantains,  flowers, 
mangoes,  grains  and  other  crops,  and  the  repair  of  the  canal  is  enabling 
more  water  to  reach  the  area.  [Text]  [Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in 
English  16  Dec  83  p  11] 

KINGSTON  TRANSPORT  BOARD — With  the  Government-owned  Jamaica  Omnibus  Service 
Company  being  taken  out  of  the  metropolitan  public  transport  system,  and 
being  replaced  by  private  contract  operators,  the  Corporate  Area's  transport 
system  is  to  be  regulated  by  a  new  Board  as  of  January  2.  The  Board  to  be 
called  the  Kingston  Transport  Authority,  and  to  be  headed  by  former  JOS 
Board  chairman,  Mr.  Fred  Hudson,  will  monitor  the  operations  of  the  private 
contractors  in  matters  such  as  their  routes,  and  how  they  maintain  schedules. 
"All  in  all,  their  day-to-day  operations,"  a  spokesman  for  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Utilities  and  Transport,  told  the  GLEANER.  The  powers  of  the  Licensing 
Authority  and  the  Public  Transport  Board  (Corporate  Area)  will  now  be  merged 
in  the  Kingston  Transport  Authority,  the  spokesman  said.  The  law  to  effect 
this  merger  is  being  attended  to  for  the  January  2  date.  [Text]  [Kingston 
THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  20  Dec  83  p  15] 
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SOCIALIST  STATES  CALLED  KEY  TO  CULTURAL  ADVANCEMENT 

Managua  EL  NUEVO  DIARIO  (EL  NUEVO  AMANECER  CULTURAL)  in  Spanish  17  Dec  83  p  1 
[Commentary  by  Saul  Ibargoyen] 

[Text]  As  is  well-known,  all  cultural  development  needs  a  solid 
and  flexible  socioeconomic  foundation.  Although  we  cannot  say 
that  there  is  a  hard  and  fast  interrelationship  between  the  two, 
we  can  for  the  most  part  conclude  that  a  stronger  foundation  and 
a  higher  degree  of  progressive  organization  of  society  are  consistent 
with  greater  achievements  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  This  also 
applies  to  technology. 

But  this  would  be  of  little  use  if  the  populace  as  a  whole  did 
not  agree,  more  or  less,  on  what  constitutes  social  happiness. 

We  often  view  the  world  as  divided  between  the  industrialized  and 
the  nonindustrialized  countries,  which  is  a  euphemistic  way  of  ^ 
saying  developed  and  undeveloped.  It  is  all  the  more  euphemistic 
because  it  neglects  to  draw  a  distinction  between  capitalism  and 
socialism,  in  addition  to  several  variations  of  the  two  that  are 
meeting  with  varying  degrees  of  success  and  failure  in  the  quest 
for  historical  progress. 

There  are,  of  course,  irreconcilable  gaps  between  these  two  systems, 
just  as  the  nations  in  one  or  the  other  system  have  achieved  widely 
varying  levels  of  development.  Culture  has  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  these  systems  and  their  development  levels.  For  example, 
the  USSR  has  made  formidable  and  unmistakable  gains  in  its  multinationa 
culture,  an  issue  that  we  will  be  discussing  on  another  occasion. 

In  contrast,  education  and  culture  in  general  are  in  deplorable 
condition  in  countries  recently  liberated  from  colonialism. 

Within  the  realm  of  culture  we  should  include  health  care,  decent 
housing,  decent  jobs,  family,  individual  and  social  stability, 
etc.  In  turn,  all  of  these  elements  should  aim  at  making  the  nation 
aware  of  its  own  characteristics  and  at  incorporating  the  nation 
into  the  cultural  movements  that  are  the  patrimony  of  mankind. 

This  patrimony  is  much  broader,  richer  and  deeper  than  the  "Seven 
Wonders  of  the  World,"  for  example. 
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Recent  studies  on  old  and  not  so  old  societies  tell  us  that  the 
knowledge  that  is  put  into  the  heads  of  millions  of  students  and 
the  population  in  general  represents  a  terrible  constraint.  And 
this  constraint  entails  distortions  that  could  be  incurable  if 
the  State  does  not  take  charge  of  properly  applying  technical  and 
scientific  advances  for  the  benefit  of  the  workers  and  the  nation 
as  a  whole. 

Recent  decades  seem  to  demonstrate  (UNESCO  is  an  example)  that 
a  socialist  State  is  best  equipped  to  bring  about  this  common  benefit. 
We  will  have  to  see  whether  the  socialist  camp,  with  all  of  its 
regional  and  national  diversity  and  with  its  enormous  ethnic  and 
cultural  complexity,  is  able  to  make  a  qualitative  leap  forward 
(as  we  heard  Cuban  Culture  Minister  Armando  Hart  say),  risks  and 
all. 


This  qualitative  leap  will  be  possible,  however,  only  if  the  human 
and  material  foundation,  on  a  turbulent  planet  on  the  brink  of 
a  nuclear  war  promoted  by  Reagan  and  his  cowboy  friends,  is  properly 
organized  and  encouraged  and  reaches  the  necessary  quantitative 
and  qualitative  levels.  Real  socialism  is  a  stage  that  not  all 
of  the  countries  in  the  socialist  area  have  achieved.  This  gigantic 
task  will  be  accomplished,  however,  only  if  all  of  them  work  together, 
with  the  cooperation  (why  not?)  of  other  nations  whose  governments 
share  a  progressive  philosophy  and  place  the  interests  of  the  productive, 
creative,  self-sacrificing  masses  above  and  below  the  petty  interests 
of  groups  or  classes. 


We  should  recall  that  our  world  survives  while  consuming  but  a 
tiny  amount  of  the  water  available  in  the  ice  packs,  seas  and  oceans 
surrounding  us.  Just  as  we  need  more  drinking  water,  we  also  need 
a  higher  level  of  world  culture  that  will  respect  the  individual 
and,  at  the  same  time,  help  us  make  more  surprising  changes  in 
our  own  history.  When  viewed  thus,  culture  is  also  one  of  the 
most  bitter  enemies  of  war.  Culture  and  peace  are,  thus,  one  and 
the  same  word.  Let  us  hope  that  imperialism’s  nuclear  fire  does 
not  erase  it  from  wood,  metal,  clay,  stone  and  paper.  No  one  would 
be  left  to  write  it  again. 
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MORAVIAN  CHURCH  URGES  AMNESTY  FOR  ZELAYA  SUR  PRISONERS 
Managua  BARRICADA  in  Spanish  19  Dec  83  p  7 

[Text]  The  Moravian  Church  of  Nicaragua  has  called  on  all  coastal 
residents  who  have  left  the  country  to  make  wise  use  of  the  amnesty 
that  the  government  is  offering  and  has  urged  Moravians  in  the 
United  States  and  throughout  the  world  to  continue  exerting  their 
influence  for  peace  and  nonintervention  against  the  Nicaraguan 
people . 

The  pronouncement  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Moravian  Church 
of  Nicaragua  was  made  public  late  last  week  while  it  was  involved 
in  a  coordinated  effort  to  reintegrate  the  307  Miskito  Indians  who 
were  set  free  in  the  wake  of  the  JGRN  [Junta  of  the  Government 
of  National  Reconstruction]  decree. 

^f]-0r  acknowledging  that  the  amnesty  was  a  firm  step  towards  unity 
and  reconciliation,  the  Moravian  Church  called  on  all  of  its  faithful 
to  maturely  support  this  government  measure. 

"We  recommend  very  fraternally  to  our  government  that  it  also  grant 
amnesty  to  prisoners  from  Zelaya  Sur  as  a  further  contribution 
to  peace  and  unity,"  the  Moravians  stated. 

In  addition  to  this  recommendation,  the  document  states  that  they 
pledge  to  continue  intensifying  their  dialogue  with  the  government 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  past  mistakes  and  that  they  are  going  to 
help  their  pastors  and  members  overcome  the  emotional  crises  triggered 
by  their  involvement.  Finally,  the  Moravians  thanked  all  religious 
institutions  as  well  as  human  rights  commissions  for  their  efforts 
in  bringing  about  the  amnesty. 

Reintegration  Moves  Forward 

Meanwhile,  a  plan  to  completely  reintegrate  the  307  Miskitos  released 
on  1  December  has  gotten  under  way.  Participating  in  it  are  CEP AD 
[Evangelical  Committee  for  Development  Aid],  UNAG,  the  Moravian 
Church,  the  FSLN  [Sandinist  National  Liberation  Front]  and  the 
government . 
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Sixto  Ulloa,  a  CEPAD  official,  outlined  the  plan  to  reintegrate 
the  Miskitos.  It  will  be  undertaken  in  58  of  the  native  towns 
of  those  who  received  amnesty.  They  will  be  given  food,  spiritual 
guidance,  work  tools  and  even  some  equipment  for  building  or  rebuilding 
their  homes. 

The  total  cost  of  the  plan  is  1,016,000  cordobas  over  a  3-month 
period.  It  is  so  detailed,  however,  that  it  has  even  provided 
for  Miskito  membership  in  the  UNAG  cooperatives  that  have  already 
been  set  up,  if  they  so  desire. 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Moravian  Church  is  made  up  of  Reverends 
Andy  Sogreen,  Joe  Kelly  and  Felton  Allen,  Pastors  Ofreciano  Julius  and 
Leonardo  Joseph,  Bishop  John  Wilson,  Father  Agustin  Sambola  and 
other  evangelical  pastors  and  missionaries,  and  it  is  directly 
involved  in  the  project. 
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GOVERNMENT  RESPONDS  TO  LABOR  CHARGES  OF  TV  'SELLOUT' 
Basseterre  THE  DEMOCRAT  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  2 
[Editorial] 

[Text]  Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 

Press  Release  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Home  Affairs  yesterday  Friday  denounc¬ 
ing  another  "ridiculous  and  disgusting" 
LIE  by  Laboijr.  The  Government  Ministry 
described  as  a  "rigmarole"  a  statement 
in  Wednesday's  Labour  Spokesman  that 
they  intend  to  print  this  Saturday  what 
they  call  the  full  story  concerning 
an  allegation  that  the  Government  has 
sold  Z.I.Z.  Television. 

A  Ministry  Official  said  "It  is 
deplorable  that  the  Opposition  can  be 
so  irresponsible  and  mischievous  as  to 
•have  stated  such  a  thing  since  Wednes- 
dayi  concerning  an  alleged  action  of 
the  Government ,  without  having  the 
basic  commonsense  and  ethical  decency 
to  investigate  the  allegation.  No-one 
connected  with  The  Labour  Spoke sman_ 
has  approached  Government  for  any 
information  about  this  rigmarole.  It 
may  have  some  nuisance  value  for  the 
Opposition  to  say  that  Government  has 
sold  Z.I.Z.,  but  the  fact  is,  that  it 
is  pure  nonsense." 

In  the  short  space  of  time  that 
has  been  available  to  The  Democrat,  we 
have  been  able  to  learn  that  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  this  Nancy  Story  has  to  do 
with  Government's  agreement  to  grant 
permission  for  the  establishment  of  a 
modem  Cable  T.V.  service  for  St. 

Kitts  and  Nevis. 

This  agreement  was  made  and 
published  SEVERAL  MONTHS  AGO,  and 
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facilitated  the  installation  of  a 
Cable  link  in  Warner  Park  which  enabled 
many  of  our  citizens  in  all  parts  of 
St.  Kitts  and  Nevis  to  enjoy  a  "LIVE" 
viewing  of  the  historic  State  Service 
and  Flag-Raising  Ceremony  to  mark 
Independence.  Labour  had  called  for  a 
boycott  of  Independence  Celebrations 
but  even  though  a  mammoth  20 , 000  per¬ 
sons  attended  that  Flag-Raising  Cere- 
monyi  thousands  more  in  the  remote 
parts  of  our  twin- island  State  eagerly 
seized  the  opportunity  to  watch  the 
proceedings  in  colour  as  they  happened 
—thanks  to  Cable  T.V. 

It  is  obvious  that  Labour  has 
been  irritated  over  this  total  failure 
of  their  boycott,  which  was  made  com¬ 
plete  as  a  result  of  that  Cable  link. 
Those  who  out  of  lack  of  accommodation 
at  Warner  Park  or  misplaced  loyalty 
to  Labour  did  not  attend  the  Ceremony 
were  able  to  relax  in  the  privacy  of 
their  home  and  share  in  this  moment 
of  history  —  thanks  to  Cable  T.V. 

Many  more  advantages  are  going 
to  be  gained  for  the  people  of  St. 

Kitts  and  Nevis  through  Cable  T.V.  — 
but  that  is  precisely  what  is  frighten¬ 
ing  the  -defeated  Labour  Party.  More 
benefits  from  PAM/NRP  means  more  suc¬ 
cess  for  the  Coalition,  and  the  spite¬ 
ful  Labour  Misleaders  are  incapable 
of  putting  COUNTRY  ABOVE  SELF. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  CHRISTOPHER 


ACTING  PRIME  MINISTER  ASSAILS  ’RUMORS’  AIMED  AT  POLICE 


Basseterre  THE  DEMOCRAT  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  12 


[Excerpts]  Acting  Prime  Minister  of 
St.  Kitts  and  Nevis,  The 
Honourable  Michael  Oliver 
Powell,  in  the  Feature 
Address  delivered  at  the 
l6th  Passing-Out  Parade 
of,  Police  Recruits  at  the 
Police  Training  Complex 
in  Basseterre,  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  this  week  described 
rumours  about  the  ' 
so-called  low  morale  of 
the  Police  Force  this 

way : "Such  wicked  and  groundless  rumoux^ 
spread  by  Power  hungry  maniacs  are  aimed  a^b 
tarni  shing  the  name  ^d  reputation  of  thisT 
disciplined  body  which  you _have  now  earned 
the  right  to  be  a  part  of.” 

We  publish  below,  excerpts  of  the  Acting 
Prime  Minister's  Address: - 


nRMnCRATIC  system  of  GOVERNMENT  .  ^ 

-  The  system  of  Government  in  this  country  is  the 
system  which  is  known  as  the  democratic  system^of  Govern- 
ment,  and  the  central  and  dominant  feature  if  the  suprema¬ 
cy  of  Our  written  constitution,  which  guarantees  the  ftoda- 
mental  rights  and  freedoms  of  the  individual,  and  notably 
the  right  of  free  expression  of  public  and  private  opinions. 
My  warning  is  that  these  constitutional  guar^tees  are 
checked  and  balanced  by  the  rights  of 

and  by  the  constraints  of  public  order,  public  health,  and 
public  safety. 

FALSE.  MALICIOUS  RUMOURS  ^  i  = 

Recently,  a  desperate  group  of  individuals  made  a 
dastardly  attempt  to  discredit  the  Police  Force  asan 
Institution  and  thereby  destabilise _ law  and^or^er  in  this 
country  by  spreading  a  false,  malicious,  and  utterly 
rumour  about  low  morale  in  the  Force  because  of  the  alleged 
unpopularity  of  the  present  uommissioner  of  Police. 

Such  wicked  eind  groundless  rumours  spread  by  Power 
hungry  m^iacs  are  aimed  at  tarnishing  the  name 
ti^of  this  disciplined  body  which  you  have  ^ 

+v*o  T<nfr>>+  +n  he  a  Dart  of.  Those  diabolical  mad  men  and 
iSLn  laJe  a  sinister  and  reckless  deteraination  to  dest^y. 
and  like  a  malignant  cancer  in  our  society,  seek  to  spreaa 
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their  evil  tentacles  even  in  the  ranks  of  the  Force,  in  an 
attempt-  to  prevent  the  efficient  Administration  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Force. 

The  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  not  only  was 
no  evidence  put  forward  by  the  purveyors  of  this  rumour 
about  the  so-called  low  morale  of  the  Force,  but  indeed  it 
is  as  plain  as  plain  can  be  that  there  is  no^  evidence  of 
any  low  morale  in  the  Force.  The  brilliance  of  the  display 
here'  this  afternoon  is  in  keeping  with,  the  unfailing 
standards  of  police  discipline,  attention  to  duty,  neatness 
of  appearance,  and  helpfulness  to  the  public  which  have 
become  a  fixture  in  our  community  over  the  years.  I  exhort 
all  policemen,  as  well  as  all  citizens  of  goodwill,  to  set 
their  faces  against  this  mad  threat  of  subversion. 

WIIClY  SIDE  OF  THE  LAW  .  ^ 

To  the  wicked  rumour-mongers  and  would-be  destabili¬ 
sers  of  our  beautiful  and  peaceful  Nation  I  serve  this 
caution:  Do  not  get  yourselves  on  what  Shakespeare  has  aptly 
called  "The  windy  side  of  the  law".  Remember  that  this  land  j 
belongs  to  all  of  us,  to  you  just  as  to  me.  And  it  is  full 
time  that  you  stop  casting  dirt  into  the  well  that  gives 
you  water.  Far  from  suffering  from  any  low  morale,  the 
image  and  re  puliation  of  the  Royal  St.  Christopher  and  Nevis 
Police  Force  has  recently  been  given  a  tremendous  boost  as 
a  result  of  the  courage  and  bravery  of  those  policemen  vtfio 
of  their  own  free  will  and  without  any  inducement  whatever, 
volunteered  for  peacekeeping  service  ih  the  Sister  Island 
of  Grenada,  during  the  recent  upheavals  there. 

HIGH  COMMENDATION  IN  GRENADA 

I  have  it  from  very  good  authority  that  our  voliinteer 
^policemen  received  high  commendation  in  Grenada  for  their 
discipline,  intelligence  and  dedication,  and  they  were  the 
object  of  profound  admiration  from  the  prpfe s si onal> soldiers 
stationed  there,  who  have  commented  favourably  on  their 
creditable  performance  in  the  course  of  their  service.  That 
discipline  and  that  outstanding  performance  are  a  credit 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Go-yem- 
ment  I  wish  to  ifecognise  once  again  the  diligence  and  inspi¬ 
rational  qualities  of  Commissioner  Stanley  Franks,  on  vdxoSe 
resilient  shoulders  the  brunt  of  this— country's  security 
falls  in  our  newly  independent  nation. 

A  MODEL  POLICE  OFFICER  .  .  ^  ^ 

To  those  of  you  \dio  are  passir^-out  of  training  school 
today,  I  can  assure  you  that  in  Commissioner  Stanley  Fra™s, 
you  have  a  model  Police  Officer,  on  vdiom  you  would  do  well 
to  pattern  yourselves.  His  leadership,  his,  self- con-trol, 
his  honesty,  his  intelligence,  his  discretion  and  bis  _ 
all-round  competence  are  just  a  few  of  the  sterling  attri¬ 
butes  v^ich  ought  to  fuel  your  determinatipn  to  climb 
through  the  ranks  as  he  did,  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  pre¬ 
eminence  in  your  chosen  profession. 
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NEVIS  BUDGET — Premier  Simeon  Daniel's  administration  at  Charlestown  will 
have  to  find  some  (EC) $29  million  to  balance  the  Nevisian  budget  next  year, 
according  to  proposals  the  island's  political  representative  tabled  in  the 
legislature  here  this  month.  Mr.  Daniel's  projections  for  the  39-square-^ 
mile  island  with  a  population  of  9  000,  put  current  and  re-current  expendi¬ 
ture  at  $10.97  million.  Capital  expenditure  has  been  estimated  at  $28.93 
million,  for  a  total  projected  expenditure  of  $39.90  million  in  the  1984 
fiscal  year,  which  runs  from  January  1,  to  December  31.  On  the  other  hand, 
revenue  is  only  expected  to  yield  $10.2  million,  leaving  the  $29.70  million 
deficit  to  be  financed,  hopefully,  by  extra-territorial  largesse  and  to ^ 
a  lesser  extent  by  the  sweat  of  debtors  responsibility.  Mr.  Daniel  delivere 
his  proposals  before  empty  opposition  benches  at  Hamilton  House,  the  seat  of 
the  legislature  at  Charlestown,  and  to  a  solid  body  of  compatriots,  who 
only  in  August,  this  year,  gave  Premier  Daniel  and  his  Nevis  Reformation 
party,  an  overwhelming  vote  of  confidence  at  elections  for  the  Island 
Assembly.  His  budget  contained  no  additional  tax  burden  on  Nevlsians,  and 
already  political  pundits  have  attributed  this  to  the  unpreparedness  to 
design  a  suitable  tax  system  for  this  broad  peasant-based  economic  pyramid. 
Apart  from  peasant  farming,  the  only  other  pillars  of  the  Nevis  economy  is 
an  embryonic  tourist  industry,  and  a  traditional  fishing  trade.  [By 
Desmond  Ward]  [Text]  [Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  18  Dec  83  p  16J 
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ST  LUCIA 


GRENADA  INVASION,  AFTERMATH  SPARK  ATTACKS  ON  COMPTON,  U.S. 

U . S .  ’ Doub le  Dealing ’ 

Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  4 

[Article  signed  "Interim  Status":  "Reagans  Double  Standards"] 

[Text]  After  the  internationally  denounced  invasion  of  Grenada  by  American 
Forces  the  American  Government  through  the  Governor  General  Sir  Paul  Scoon 
and  the  other  warmongering  leaders  of  the  Caribbean  have  decided  to  impose 
a  government  in  the  Spice  Isle  for  its  rehabilitation.  The  Government  is 
supposed  to  be  broadly  based  and  was  formed  after  full  consultation  of  all 
interest  groups  in  Grenada.  However  it  was  announced  that  former  Prime 
Minister  Gairy  would  not  be  allowed  in  Grenada  at  about  this  time  and  that 
the  New  Jewel  Movement  would  not  be  consulted  on  the  formation  of  this 
government . 

The  resulting  government  has  finally  taken  office  without  their  much  pub¬ 
licised  leader  who  had  to  eventually  withdraw  because  of  the  level  of  personal 
sacrifices  that  would  have  been  involved.  The  United  States  has  instantly 
afforded  the  government  with  formal  recognition.  Pledges  of  millions  of 
dollars  of  aid  have  already  been  materialising.  This  interim  government 
which  has  been  formed  without  full  consultation  of  mass  organisations  in 
Grenada  which  has  is  in  the  puppet  structure  ideal  to  the  objectives 
of  yankee  imperialism  to  discredit  the  four  year  old  Grenada  revolution. 
Consequently,  full  acceptance  of  this  interim  administration  is  paramount 
to  the  yankees. 

But  if  one  is  to  throw  our  minds  back  to  the  first  quarter  of  1982,  our 
country  St.  Lucia,  was  in  the  middle  of  a  political  upheaval.  Nothing  like 
that  transpired  in  Grenada.  The  Cenac  administration  after  public  demonstra¬ 
tion  resigned.  In  its  place  a  truly  representative  interim  administration 
was  formed  after  full  consultation  of  all  mass  organisation  in  St.  Lucia, 
and  was  free  from  any  puppet  structure  so  as  to  become  a  creature  of  anyone 
except  the  people  of  St.  Lucia.  The  interim  administration  was  extremely 
National  in  its  outlook  and  demonstrated  most  forcibly  the  achievements  of 
the  democratic  apparatus  which  governs  our  daily  lives.  Because  of  this, 
this  interim  government  had  a  mandate  to  govern  the  affairs  of  St.  Lucia 
until  General  Elections  in  May  1982, 
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But  what  did  we  find?  This  Interim  government  was  overlooked  by  the  ^erican 
Administration  when  required  to  participate  in  important  discussion  with 
President  Reagan  during  his  Barbados  visit  on  the  benefits  of  his  much 
publicised  economic  aid  and  trade  package— the  C.B.I.  The  reason  advanced 
was  that  the  government  because  of  its  interim  status,  had  no  legitimacy  to 
attend  and  represent  the  people  of  St.  Lucia.  President  Reagan  insisted 
that  St.  Lucia  would  be  invited  when  elections  were  held.  At  this  time,  the 
President  knew  how  involved  the  yankees  would  have  been  in  ensuring  that 
their  creature,  the  United  Workers  Party  be  returned  to  power.  But  the 
gross  disrespect  for  the  authority  of  the  masses  of  St.  Lucia  to  finally 
legitimise  the  interim  government  to  speak  on  their  behalf  was  not  sur- 
prisingly  exhibited  by  the  yankee  President. 

Consequently  what  makes  it  now  acceptable  for  the  same  yankee  President  to 
recognise  an  interim  administration  of  Grenada  which  is  not  as  National  in 
its  outlook  at  the  one  in  St.  Lucia  under  Michael  Pilgrim.  Its  formation 
did  not  encompass  the  level  of  consultation  between  all  mass  organisation 
as  was  done  in  St.  Lucia.  It  does  not  enjoy  the  level  of  acceptability 
among  Grenadians  at  home  and  abroad  as  the  interim  administration  had  in 
St.  Lucia.  But  it  was  politically  expedient  to  disregard  the  wishes  of  the 
masses  of  St.  Lucia  until  it  suited  the  political  objectives  of  the  United 
Workers  Party.  A  yankee  imperialist  party  when  in  government.  Today  again 
it  is  politically  expedient  to  recognised  this  bogus  interim  administration 
so  as  to  obtain  the  authority  to  deal  swiftly  with  the  members  of  the  PRG, 
PRA,  and  the  NJM,  all  creatures  of  the  resolution  so  that  any  party  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  yankees  to  win  the  impending  general  elections  would  have  little 
difficulty  in  doing  so.  [as  published]  The  common  feature  to  both  circum¬ 
stances  is  that  the  yankees  are  prepared  to  use  their  weight  to  influence 
the  outcome  of  general  elections  in  small  Caribbean  States.  The  casualty 
of  this  selfish  operation  is  the  people  of  the  Caribbean.  They  are  left^ 
with  governments  with  no  idea  of  current  global  economic  and  foreign  policy 
heads  and  these  affects  a  small  island  state.  [as  published]  The  sympton 
which  create  revolutionary  governments  are  bound  to  set  and  fester.  [as 
published] 

The  only  consolatory  factor  of  all  this  is  that  Caribbean  people  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  application  of  the  revolutionary  process  in  Grenada  and  have  the 
history,  achievements  and  mistakes  of  the  PRG  to  be  guided  by. 

The  double  dealing  by  the  yankees  has  been  quietly  exposing  their  true 
Intention  in  the  Caribbean.  The  people  of  the  Caribbean  are  not  asleep  to 
this.  If  it  would  take  the  emergence  of  another  Grenada  to  display  this, 

I  am  confident  this  would  happen.  The  dice  is  case  and  all  those  in  favour 
of  yankee  imperialism  are  on  one  side  and  the  rest  on  the  other  side  to 
ensue  that  our  land  remains  free  of  super  power  rivalry  and  become  truly 
a  sovereign  creature  of  Caribbean  People  as  Maurice  Bishop  wanted.  [as 
published] 
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Role  of  OECS  'Fascists' 


Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  7 

[Text]  One  of  the  cruel  ironies  of  the  Grenada  situation  in  that  every¬ 
thing  was  done  in  the  name  of  democracy.  Sovereign  rights  were  violated  in 
the  name  of  democracy.  Territorial  integrity  was  compromised  in  the  name  of 
democracy.  Treaties  were  misrepresented  and  abused  in  the  name  of  democ¬ 
racy.  The  tyranny  of  arms  was  imposed  on  a  small  state  in  the  name  of 
democracy.  Homes  were  bombed,  hospitals  destroyed,  children  nurseries 
attacked,  all  in  the  name  of  democracy. 

The  mask  of  Democracy  was  a  convenient  disguise  for  our  Eastern  Caribbean 
Fascist  leaders  who  can  barely  emphasise  well  the  ideals  and  principles  of 
democracy.  While  Tom  Adams  Barbados'  Prime  Minister  was  playing  God  by 
preparing  to  mount  an  invasion  of  Grenada  simply  to  rescue  the  Grenadian 
Prime  Minister  who  was  at  the  time  under  house  arrest,  he  was  also  sharpening 
his  Devil's  pitch  fork  to  get  at  a  journalist  Rickey  Singh  who  resided  in 
Barbados  and  made  analytical  comments  on  political  and  social  issues  which 
did  not  fall  in  line  with  Mr.  Adams'  viewpoint.  Of  course  Mr.  Adams  is  no 
novice  at  such  exploits.  He  already  has  the  scalp  of  Ralph  Gonzalves  of 
St.  Vincent  whom  he  had  unceremoniously  booted  out  of  Barbados  for  his 
Socialist  pronouncements.  All  in  the  name  of  free-speech  and  basic  human 
rights! 

St.  Lucia's  Prime  Minister  John  Compton  who  is  posing  now  as  a  champion  of 
democracy  is  trying  hard  to  forget  that  America  helped  him  by  rigging  the 
1982  Elections  using  special  ink  and  ultra-violet  light  similar  to  the  kind 
used  by  the  CIA  in  El  Salvador.  So  our  oh-so-selfrighteous  democrats  have 
been  anything  but  democratic  in  their  abuse  of  the  democratic  system. 

A  month  before  Prime  Minister  Compton  generated  so  much  human  concern  for 
the  people  of  Grenada,  he  was  involved  in  a  squalid,  inhuman  episode  in  St. 
Lucia  known  as  the  David  England  Affair.  Mr.  Compton  booted  the  England 
family  out  of  St.  Lucia  by  changing  the  laws  of  the  State  in  order  to  slap 
a  Prohibited  Immigrant  Order  on  them.  The  Englands  had  lived  in  St.  Lucia 
for  sixteen  years  and  had  been  exemplary  community-minded  citizens.  They 
had  broken  no  laws  but  they  supported  the  Opposition  Party  and  so  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  Attorney  General  announced  publicly  on  platform  that  they 
would  "kick  their  ass  out." 

Such  actions  are  more  in  keeping  with  Fascist  dictators  than  with  the  demo¬ 
cratic  posture  which  our  OECS  Leaders  try  to  portray  to  the  world. 

Dominica's  leader  Eugenia  Charles  betrayed  little  humanity  in  her  handling 
of  Rastas  and  youth  in  Dominica.  She  was  also  less  than  democratic  and 
highly  irrational  in  her  open  pronouncements  on  U.S.  Televsion  that  the 
Cubans  and  the  Russians  were  responsible  for  the  events  in  Grenada. 
Unrelieved  by  any  evidence  in  where  even  the  United  States  bigots  feared 
to  tread.  Even  Kennedy  Simmonds  of  St.  Kitts  who  tried  not  to  look  as 
hawkish  as  the  other  OECS  Leaders  is  now  impaled  on  the  American  hook.  He 
is  now  begging  across  the  United  States  that  the  invading  forces  should  be 
allowed  to  say  on  in  Grenada. 
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The  corruption  of  the  Bird  Regime  has  been  demonstrated  and  proven  to  the 
whole  world  but  corruption  seems  to  be  the  stock-in-trade  of  Caribbean 
Democrats.  So  the  Antiguan  Prime  Minister  has  become  the  eminence  grise 
of  our  corrupt  democrats  but  there  is  some  doubt,  as  to  who  is  wealthier 
St.  Lucian's  Compton  or  Antigua's  Bird. 

One  of  the  by-products  of  the  Grenada  events  is  that  the  so-called  Democrats 
of  the  Eastern  Caribbean  have  been  spotlighted  for  the  whole  world  to  see. 
The  inconsistencies  were  alarming.  Their  capacity  for  deceit  and  false¬ 
hood  was  boundless.  Their  grasp  of  international  affairs  was  appalling 
by  any  standards  and  their  tendency  to  fascism  was  manifest.  The  Eastern 
Caribbean  was  highlighted  on  the  world  stage  as  having  a  right  little, 
tight  little  bunch  of  fascist  leaders  studiously  preserving  the  condition 
of  ignorance  and  illiteracy  in  their  people! 
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COMPTON  RAPPED  FOR  FAILED  PROMISES,  ECONOMIC  EXPLOITATION 
Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  9 

[Unattributed  reprint  from  CRUSADER  of  December  1982:  "Burning  Lights  and 
an  Empty  Belly"] 

[Excerpts]  How  relevant  are  the  ringing  words  of  Bob  Marley  to  our  current 
economic  and  political  situation!  All  Prime  Ministers  in  conventional 
politics  are  Santa  Clauses  who  are  expected  to  dole  out  the  goodies  not 
once  a  year  at  Christmastime  but  everyday  of  the  year. 

St.  Lucia’s  Santa  Claus  is  certainly  in  a  helluva  bind  this  Christmas  because 
he  has  heralded  far  and  wide  the  proclamation  that  this  would  be  the  best 
Christmas  ever.  He  had  promised  extravagantly  just  seven  months  ago  that 
he  would  perform  economic  miracles  and  bring  untold  prosperity  to  St. 

Lucians.  He  undertook  solemnly  to  put  all  the  youth  to  work  in  gainful 
employment  and  set  the  whole  economy  humming  with  the  help  of  America's 
largesse.  He  went  even  further  and  pook-pooked  the  arrangement  to  pay 
Public  Servants  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  debentures  for  backpay  due  to 
them  through  the  collective  bargaining  process.  Santa  Claus,  the  financial 
whizz  kid  would  find  funds  to  pay  all  claims  in  cash  if,  of  course,  he  was 
only  returned  to  office!  The  effusive  Santa  Clause  even  threatened  to 
eliminate  financial  waste  and  to  manage  the  economy  better.  [as  published] 

Some  sympathetic  persons  might  well  dismiss  Prime  Minister  Compton's  wild 
promises  as  simply  "political  ballyhoo  and  claptrap."  They  might  even  take 
refuge  in  the  charge  that  all  politicians  do  it.  But  the  1982  Elections  in 
St.  Lucia  revealed  a  clear  distinction  between  the  philosophy  and  approach 
of  the  two  parties.  The  Opposition  Progressive  Labour  Party  was  saying 
quite  openly  and  categorically  that  the  world  economic  situation  was  such 
that  in  order  to  turn  around  the  St.  Lucian  economy,  a  total  effort  at  a 
national  level  was  necessary  and  the  people  must  be  unified  and  politicised 
into  a  new  strategy  for  economic  development.  The  Opposition  criticised 
sharply  the  existing  economic  system  and  showed  that  it  was  more  conducive 
to  exploitation  by  a  minority  than  the  even  development  and  progress  of  the 
majority. 

Compton's  clarion  call  was  different.  He  endorsed  the  existing  economic  and 
political  system.  He  said  it  worked  well  and  he  had  worked  it  for  fifteen 


131 


years  and  found  it  suitable  to  our  needs.  He  knew  of  no  other  system  and 
if  elected  he  would  promote  the  Westminster-type  political  system  and  the 
US  Private  Sector  model  for  economic  development.  His  orgy  of  promises  was 
based  on  the  viability  of  that  model  and  nothing  else. 

Seven  months  later  the  job  market  is  tighter  than  it  ever  was  and  massive 
lay-offs  have  made  life  more  unbearable  for  St.  Lucians.  The  American  funds 
that  were  expected  to  swell  our  coffers  look  more  like  a  mirage  now  that  the 
American  economy  itself  is  still  in  recession.  Neither  the  private  investors 
nor  the  tourist  avalanche  which  Compton  promised  has  materialised.  In 
fact  all  the  priming  pumps  on  which  Compton  relied  to  turn  over  the  economy 
are  tightly  clogged  with  little  hope  of  unchoking.  Ironically  enough  the 
same  pipeline  which  he  claimed  that  the  previous  Administration  had  chocked 
is  now  seized  and  solidly  blocked  under  his  Administration.  [as  published] 
The  frustration  is  so  total  and  the  crisis  so  real  that  the  Prime  Minister 
and  his  Government  have  resorted  to  the  oldest  and  cheapest  trick  in  the 
politica  book — Fool  the  people.  Mesmerise  them  with  the  dazzle  of  lights. 
Make  them  sing  and  dance  to  forget  the  horror  of  their  economic  situation. 
Compton  is  now  more  than  ever  acutely  aware  of  his  total  inability  to  make 
any  dent  on  the  social  and  economic  problems  of  St.  Lucia.  His  team  of 
green— horns  themselves  realise  that  he  had  bluffed  them  too  into  believing 
that  he  could  have  pulled  something  out  of  the  bag,  Compton  himself  is 
listless,  depressed,  morose  and  feeling  the  loneliness  of  the  long-distance 
bluffer.  One  glimpse  of  his  face  driving  past  is  enough  of  a  requiem  for 
the  hopes  of  the  nation.  Only  two  planks  are  left  on  Compton’s  platform 
for  survival  (1)  fool  the  nation  (2)  arm  the  police  and  both  of  these  are 
negative  strategies  for  defeated  leaders. 

The  Government  itself  is  in  an  unprecedented  financial  mess.  The  mess  it 
had  vowed  to  clean-up  has  become  even  more  putrid  and  the  irresponsible 
waste  of  the  previous  Regime  has  been  intensified.  The  reputation  for 
good  financial  management  which  was  used  as  a  propaganda  pitch  for  Compton 
during  the  last  elections,  especially  by  the  Americans,  has  been  blown  sky- 
high.  The  reestablishment  of  the  corrupt  Castries  City  Council,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  host  of  inefficient  Ministers  of  State  at  inflated  salaries,  the 
poor  budget-handling  and  the  inexcusable  waste  of  The  Festival  of  Lights 
has  confirmed  the  Opposition  view  that  Compton  is  both  irresponsible  and 
unprincipled  in  the  handling  of  the  country’ s  finances . 

But  in  the  face  of  all  this,  it  is  the  Prime  Minister’s  hypocritical  com¬ 
ment  to  the  Youth  Rally  on  13th  December  which  has  focussed  attention  on  the 
real  contradictions  in  the  economic  system.  The  Prime  Minister  claimed 
that  ’’there  are  some  in  our  society  who  seek  to  take  out  more  than  they  put 
in.”  It  was  indeed  a  curious  remark  to  come  from  one  who  had  avowedly 
settled  for  the  inqualities  in  our  capitalist  system  which  in  fact  allows 
the  holders  of  capital  to  take  out  much  more  than  they  put  in,  at  the  expense 
of  those  who  provide  the  labour,  [as  published] 

The  remark  drove  observers  to  consider  Compton’s  ox^n  position  in  respect  of 
his  rapid  accumulation  of  assets  over  a  comparatively  short  period  in 
political  life.  A  listing  of  his  princpal  assets  alone  is  enough  to  make 
the  point: 
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(1)  Palmiste  Estate 

(2)  Mahaut  Estate 

(3)  Industry  Estate  (Pumice) 

(4)  Morne  Le  Blanc  Lands 

(5)  Castries  Boulevard  Property 

(6)  Ciceron  House  and  Lands 

(7)  Point  Seraphin  Mansion 

(8)  Morne  Giraud  House  and  Lands. 

Together  these  properties  are  conservatively  valued  at  $5.6  million!  This 
is  a  truly  fantastic  rate  of  capital  accumulation  over  a  twenty-year  span 
bearing  in  mind  that  Compton  started  with  no  capital  base  but  armed  only 
with  his  profession  as  a  lawyer  and  the  clout  and  manoeuvrability  given  to 
him  by  fifteen  years  in  political  office. 

Many  of  Compton’s  colleagues  who  finished  their  professional  studies  at  the 
same  time  as  Compton  but  did  not  have  the  fillip  of  political  office  could 
never  hope  to  achieve  one-fifth  of  Compton’s  capital  accumulation.  More 
than  that,  talented  technical  men  who  work  twice  as  hard  as  Compton  can 
never  hope  to  acquire  through  honest  effort  a  quarter  of  his  assets  without 
the  winking  connivance  of  the  local  Mafiosi. 

These  are  the  realities  of  the  nice  little,  right  little  islands  that  use 
the  exploitative  system  of  Capitalism  to  protect  the  acquisitions  of  a 
privileged  few. 
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ST  LUCIA 


ROW  OVER  HANDLING  OF  FOREIGNERS'  WORK  PERMITS  CONTINUES 

Call  for  Minister's  Removal 
Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  An  unholy  row  is  flaring  up  within  the  bosom  of  the  United  Workers 
Party  over  the  work  permit  issued  to  Mr.  Tekchandany  to  operate  the 
Starlite  Shop  in  St.  Lucia.  This  decision  has  reopened  the  whole  question 
of  Minister  Mason's  conduct  of  the  Work  Permit  Ministry  which  had  been 
considered  by  Cabinet  some  time  ago  when  the  Minister  was  put  on  the  carpet 
for  what  was  considered  to  be  irregularities  in  the  granting  of  work  per¬ 
mits.  [as  published] 

The  Opposition  Parties  had  regularly  charged  that  it  was  possible  to  obtain 
work  permits  from  the  Ministry  by  paying  bribes  to  persons  in  authority  and 
there  were  a  few  instances  where  non  St.  Lucians  had  confirmed  that  they  had 
paid  under-the-table  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  work  permits. 

The  Minister  had  survived  the  shake-down  in  Cabinet  but  the  whole  episode 
left  a  raw  feeling  among  some  of  the  "young  Turks"  as  the  younger  element  in 
the  Party  is  referred  to.  The  Representative  of  Dennery  North  who  is  Minis¬ 
ter  of  State  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Ferdinand  Henry,  is  reported  to 
be  taking  a  strong  line  on  Minister  Mason's  position  in  the  Work  Permits 
Racket.  Minister  Henry  insists  that  on  this  issue  of  Mr.  Tekchandany ' s 
work  permit,  the  Minister  should  be  relieved  of  his  portfolio  if  his  activi¬ 
ties  cause  such  an  embarrassment  to  the  Government. 

Senator  Stephenson  Annius  who  is  a  United  Workers  Party  nominee  on  the  Senate 
and  also  happens  to  be  the  President  of  the  Small  Business  Association  has 
also  taken  a  firm  stand  calling  on  the  Minister  to  revoke  the  work  permit  of 
Mr.  Tekchandany  or  else  his  Association  would  take  "appropriate  action  to 
support  its  expressed  position." 

The  Minister  has  in  fact  already  stated  that  Mr.  Tekchandany  had  violated 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  his  work  permit  by  retailing  goods  when  he 
should  be  involved  exclusively  in  wholesaling.  Informed  sources  claim  that 
the  Minister  had  simply  used  this  technical  dodge  to  revoke  Mr.  Tekchandany ' s 
work  permit  since  certain  businessmen  had  put  pressure  on  him  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Starlite  Shop  was  undercutting  them  in  prices  and  also  on  the 
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principle  that  certain  areas  of  business  should  be  reserved  for  locals.  Of 
course  the  Minister  was  quite  aware  of  this  principle  when  the  work  permit 
was  given  to  Mr.  Tekchandany. 

The  Starlite  Shop  is  still  open  to  business  despite  the  Minister’s  revocation 
of  the  work  permit.  No  previous  warnings  had  been  given  to  the  proprietor 
on  the  question  of  retailing  and  it  is  clear  that  the  Proprietor  had  a  verbal 
understanding  with  the  Minister  on  the  scope  and  range  of  his  selling  activi¬ 
ties. 

The  whole  affair  now  virtually  transcends  the  award  or  revocating  of  a 
work  permit.  It  focuses  more  on  the  system  if  bribes  and  the  ability  of 
Government  Officers  to  "deliver  the  goods"  to  persons  whose  monies  they  have 
received  "under  the  table."  [as  published] 

Small  Business  Association  Position 

Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  10  Dec  83  p  7 

[Text]  Due  to  accusations  being  leveled  at  the  Small  Business  Association 
as  a  result  of  its  position  concerning  the  withdrawal  of  a  work  permit 
granted  to  one  Mr.  Tekchandany  to  operate  the  Starlite  Shop  in  St.  Lucia,  I 
President  of  the  Small  Business  Association  feel  that  it  is  Important  that 
the  position  of  the  Association  be  clarified. 

For  some  time  now  the  Small  Business  Association  has  been  discussing  with 
Government  Authorities  the  need  to  develop  a  policy  relating  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  private  sector,  and  the  status  of  small  business  within  the 
framework  of  the  Private  Sector,  and  the  broad  development  of  the  National 
Economy.  It  is  the  view  of  the  Association  that  a  section  of  the  private 
sector  must  be  reserved  for  nationals  of  this  country. 

The  S.B.A.  welcomes  meaningful  foreign  investment,  particularly  the  type 
which  provides  significant  employment  opportunities  for  St.  Lucians.  The 
Sector  which  requires  the  greatest  boost  from  foreign  capital  is  the  Manu¬ 
facturing  Sector  and  we  believe  that  any  policy  developed  by  the  Government 
should  place  foreign  investment  in  that  perspective. 

Therefore  when  the  S.B.A.  was  informed  of  plans  to  allow  Mr.  Tekchandany  to 
operate  a  simple  buying  and  selling  business  in  St.  Lucia  the  Association 
moved  immediately  to  re-emphasise  its  basic  philosophy  concerning  foreigners 
operating  business  locally.  In  a  letter  to  the  Ministry  of  Communications, 
Works  &  Labour  the  Association  pointed  out  that  it  was  of  the  view  that  if 
Mr.  Tekchandany  was  allowed  to  open  his  doors  in  St.  Lucia,  such  action 
would  constitute  an  act  of  irresponsibility  on  the  part  of  Government  and 
disregard  for  those  locals  who  were  involved  in  similar  operation  and  who 
had  kept  their  doors  open  in  the  worst  of  economic  times. 

It  is  important  to  place  on  record  that  at  the  time  that  the  Association 
moved,  the  Starlite  Shop  had  not  started  operating  and  consequently  Mr. 
Tekchandany ’ s  price  structure  was  still  unknown  to  the  members  of  this 
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Association.  Therefore  when  certain  persons  accuse  our  members  of  chasing 
the  gentleman  in  question,  out  of  the  island  because  of  his  prices,  I  want 
to  establish  that  this  is  totally  false  and  that  the  Association's  position 
is  based  purely  on  a  broad  principle  which  it  had  been  discussing  with 
Government  for  quite  some  time  now.  We  were  quite  satisfied  when  the  Minis¬ 
ter  heeded  the  Association's  position  and  revoked  the  work  permit  granted 
to  Mr.  Tekchandany.  It  was  extremely  interesting  for  us  to  note,  after 
discussion  with  the  Minister  that  Mr.  Tekchandany  had  in  fact  violated  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  his  work  permit  by  retailing  when  in  fact  he  should 
only  be  wholesaling.  That  development  while  curious  was  not  surprising 
because  it  seems  to  be  an  accepted  pattern  now  that  foreigners  granted  per¬ 
mission  to  operate  specific  businesses  here  move  into  other  areas  without 
questions  being  asked. 

The  time  has  come  for  Government  to  step  in  and  make  its  policy  clear  to 
businessmen  in  this  country;  to  monitor  the  growth  and  expansion  of  foreign 
owned  business  in  St.  Lucia  and  to  ensure  that  foreigners  expand  in  keeping 
with  set  guidelines  and  that  they  avoid  violating  conditions  under  which 
they  are  permitted  to  operate. 

The  Association  notes  that  The  Starlite  Shop  continues  to  operate  without 
heed  to  the  Minister's  deadline.  In  fact  reports  reaching  the  Association 
indicate  that  Mr.  Tekchandany  is  now  engaged  in  soliciting  public  support 
based  on  the  price  of  his  articles.  This  move  by  Mr.  Tekchandany  sets  a 
precedent  which  could  be  very  embarrassing  to  Government  and  the  Association 
hopes  that  Government's  failure  to  enforce  its  decision  is  based  on  techni¬ 
calities  which  will  soon  be  cleared  up. 

The  Association  will  continue  to  monitor  developments  concerning  the  Starlite 
Shop  and  decide  on  appropriate  action  to  support  its  expressed  position. 
Further  the  S.B.A.  hopes  that  Government  will  move  quickly  to  develop  a 
clear  policy  which  will  save  it  the  embarrassment  which  may  have  experienced 
from  the  Starlite  Affair. 
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TRADE  MINISTER  MALLET  VOICES  CONCERNS  ABOUT  CARICOM  UNITY 
Bridgetovm  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  15  Dec  83  p  9 
[Article  by  Guy  Ellis] 


[Text] 

CASTRIES  St.  Lucia 
,  (CANA)  —  SI. 

Lucia  Trade  Minister 
^George  Mallet  is  con- 
^cerned  that  recent 
'division  in  the  13-nation 
•Caribbean  Community 
(CARICOM)  over  the 
invasion  of  Grenada  may 
defer  any  moves  to  deal 
with  pressing  economic 
problems  of  the  region. 

Mallet  whose  country 
was  part  of  the  invasion 
force,  told  businessmen 
he  recognised  that  the 
operation  had  created  ‘a 
general  deal  of  ill-feeling 
and  bitterness”  in 
CARICOM. 

“1  am  concerned 
therefore  that  these 
feelings  could  postpone, 
possibly  until  its  too  late 
regional  governments 
meeting  once  again  in 
brotherhood  to  tackle  the 
preying  economic  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  we  are 
laced  with,”  he  said  in  an 
address  to  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mallet,  the  country's 
Deputy  Prime  Minister 
called  for  understanding 
and  reconciliation  adding 
*some  of  us  may  have 
^been  outspoken  or 
abrasive  in  unusually 


emotional  circumstan¬ 
ces... the  survival  of 
CARICOM  and  our 
economic  well  being 
require  co-ordination  of 
efforts  to  come  to  grips 
and  to  grapple  effectively 
with  the  problems  that 
continue  to  beset  us  in  the 
region.' 

The  Grenada  invasion 
was  supported  with 
troops  and  policemen 
from  seven  Caribbean 
nations.  Four  others  — 
Guyana,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  Belize  and 
Bahamas  opposed  the 
action. 

Mallet  mentioned 
recent  decisions  by 
Jamaica  to  devalue  its 
currency  and  by  Trinidad 
and  -Tobago  to  put  a 
squeeze  on  foreign  -ex¬ 
change  outflows,  as 
placing  great  difficulties 
^on  CARICOM  trading 
relations. 

On  the  dollar 
devaluation,  Mallet  said 
‘‘the  danger  which  this 
^^eatenS:llbr  CARICOM 
ahdMor  us  in  SU 
Lucia  will  have  far 
reaching  consequences . ' 

The  Jamaican 
manufacturer_.is_now  at 
an  advantage  (at  least  for 
^quite  some  time)  ^  in 


Competing  on  the 
domestic  market  with 
CARICOM  imports, 
unless  of  course,  the 
overseas  supplier  has  a 
particular  advantage  in 
terms  of  availability  of 
much  cheaper  raw 
;  materials.  CARICOM 
exports  to  Jamaica  as  a 
direct  result  of  the 
devaluation  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  take  a  drop  to  an 
unacceptable  level. 

Mallet  conceded  that 
Jamaica,  as  a  sovereign 
country  was  free  to  adjust 
its  exchange  rates. 
However,  he  lamented 
that  there  had  been  no 
consultation  and  ex¬ 
change  of  information  on 
exchange  rate  and  other 
payment  matters  to 
preserve  stability  within 
the  Common  Market  as 
provided  for  under 
Article  4  of  the  Caricom 
treaty. 

‘‘The  Jamaica 
d  e  v  a  i  u  a  t  J  o  n  was 
liniiateriai  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  no  con¬ 
sultation  or  warning  and 
-was  so  massive,  in  excess 
of  40  per  cent,  as  to  be 
damaging  to  the  trade  of 
her  CARICOM  partners 
whose  interests  were 
appanmtly  not  taken  into 
account.” 


Mallei  added  that 
‘protectionist  barriers' 
against  imports  in¬ 
troduced  by  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  following  similar 
measures' ;  by  .  Jamaica 
and  Guyana,  had  further 
compounded  difficulties 
within  CARICOM. 

He  said  St.  Lucia  saw 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  as 
the  market  large  enough 
to  keep  ^  commerce 
flowing  within 
CARICOM.  Buf  Poft-of- 
Spain's  recently  in- 
troduced  exchange 
control  measures  had 
effectively  '  militated 
against  imports  into  that 
country,  a  situation  which 
Mallet  said  was  poten¬ 
tially  damaging  to  the 
!  fragile  economies  of  the 
I  small  Caribbean  States. 

’  He  said  he  was  most 
concerned  that  despite 
repeated  requests  to  the 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
Government  to  meet  with 
a  delegation  from  the 
Organisation  of  East 
Caribbean  States 
(OECS),  no  official  word 
\  had  been  received  from 
the  country  indicating  a 
willingness  to  discuss  the 
problems  created  by  the 
new  proc^ures. 
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SMALL  PLOTS  FOR  FARMERS— Castries ,  St  Lucia,  Saturday  (CANA)— The  first  20 
plots  of  land  in  a  large  scale  plan  to  increase  agricultural  production 
here  have  been  handed  to  small  farmers  in  the  Roseau  region,  just  outside 
the  capital.  The  programme,  financed  by  the  European  Development  Fund, 
the  Commonwealth  Development  Corporation  and  the  British  firm  Geest  Indus¬ 
tries,  was  in  the  planning  stages  for  several  years.  It  involves  the  cutting 
up  of  1,600  acres  of  land  formerly  owned  by  Geest  into  small  five  acre  farms. 
In  all,  more  160  such  farms  will  be  created.  [as  published]  It  is  the 
first  time  that  a  project  of  this  nature  is  being  implemented  here.  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister  Ira  D' Auvergne,  told  the  formal  handing  over  ceremony  for 
the  first  20  farms  that  the  scheme  was  not  only  unique  in  St.  Lucia,  but  to 
the  region  as  well  and  that  its  success  could  become  a  future  model  for  other 
countries  in  the  Caribbean.  The  St.  Lucia  Model  Farms  Project,  as  it  is 
known,  is  being  carried  out  at  a  cost  of  $18  million.  The  selected  farmers 
or  their  ancestors  worked  the  land  for  several  years  when  it  was  owned  by 
Geest,  producing  first  sugar,  and  later  bananas.  The  small  holdings  will 
continue  to  grow  bananas,  but  a  new  feature  will  be  the  cultivation  of  tropi¬ 
cal  fruits  and  out— of— season  vegetables  for  export  to  Europe.  [Text] 
[Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  11  Dec  83  p  3] 


HOTELIERS-GAS  STATIONS  ROW — The  Hoteliers  in  St.  Lucia  have  hatched  a  plan 
to  install  their  own  Petrol  Station  to  enable  all  hotels  and  the  taxis 
servicing  all  the  hotels  to  purchase  gas  from  this  depot.  This  will  effec¬ 
tively  cut  out  the  current  gas  dealers  who  are  already  complaining  of  a 
sharp  down— turn  in  their  gas  sales.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  rumbles 
from  small  traders  about  some  of  the  restrictive  trade  practices  at  some  of 
the  hotels.  They  claim  that  the  management  of  Smugglers  Cove  has  directed 
that  all  vegetables,  citrus  and  other  fruit  sent  to  the  hotel  from  the 
estates  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Commissioner  of  Police  should  be  given 
priority  and  purchased  immediately.  The  small  suppliers  with  no  other  source 
of  income  but  the  produce  from  their  gardens  find  this  blatant  favourtlsm  a 
disgusting  form  of  corruption.  [Text]  [Castries  CRUSADER  in  English 
10  Dec  83  p  1] 
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PDF  LEADER  RUSSELL  RENEWS  CALL  FOR  OPPOSITION  UNITY 
Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  20  Dec  83  p  7 

[Text]  Kingstown,  St.  Vincent — Opposition  parliamentarian,  Randolph 
Russell,  a  former  minister  of  health  here,  has  renewed  a  call  for  opposi¬ 
tion  parties  to  unite. 

Mr.  Russell,  the  member  of  parliament  for  East  Kingstown  and  leader  of  the 
Progressive  Democratic  Party  (PDP) ,  has  called  on  all  democratic  opposition 
forces  to  unite  in  one  national  party  in  order  to  bring  about  ''meaningful 
change  in  the  political  and  social  life  of  the  people  of  St.  Vincent  and  the 
Grenadines" . 

His  call  came  less  than  a  month  after  Dr.  Ralph  Gonsalves'  Movement  for 
National  Unity  (MNU) ,  one  of  five  opposition  parties  here,  announced  that 
it  was  abandoning  efforts  to  force  opposition-unity  because  the  other  par¬ 
ties  had  shown  disinterest. 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  several  attempts  by  some  political  parties 
here  to  form  alliances.  The  most  significant  so  far  was  the  1972  alliance 
between  the  now  defunct  Peoples  Political  Party  (PPP)  of  veteran  politician, 
Ebenezer  Joshua,  and  James  Mitchell,  the  an  independent  member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  [as  published] 

That  alliance  lasted  for  only  two  of  the  five-year  constitutional  term, 
before  differences  between  Joshua  and  his  wife.  Ivy  and  the  other  members 
of  the  alliance-government  caused  the  government  to  topple  after  the 
Joshuas  supported  the  St.  Vincent  Labour  Party  (SVLP),  then  in  opposition, 
in  a  vote  of  no-confidence  in  the  government. 

There  was  also  an  alliance  between  the  SVLP  and  the  PPP  for  the  elections 
that  followed  the  toppling  of  the  Mitchell-PPP  government  in  1974.  Under 
this  arrangement,  the  PPP  agreed  not  to  run  candidates  in  the  constitu¬ 
encies  in  which  the  SVLP  was  contesting  the  election.  Joshua  was  appointed 
minister  of  trade  and  agriculture  in  the  SVLP-administration  that  formed 
the  government  in  1974.  But  this  "marriage  of  convenience"  ended  four 
years  later  when  Joshua  was  fired.  (CANA) 
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OPPOSITION  UNIFICATION  FAILURE— Kingstown,  Mon.,  (AP) :  Another  political 
party  here  has  abandoned  efforts  to  unify  the  fragmented  Opposition,  and 
will  concentrate  on  building  its  forces  for  next  year’s  general  elections. 
Dr.  Ralph  Gonsalves,  who  formed  his  Movement  for  National  Unity  (MNU) 
in  October,  in  the  hope  of  unifying  opposition  to  Prime  Minister  Milton 
Cato’s  St.  Vincent  Labour  Party,  said  today  that  the  other  four  Opposition 
parties  had  shown  no  interest  in  the  proposal.  Cato’s  party  holds  ten  of 
the  13  seats  in  Parliament,  and  has  been  in  power  for  two  consecutive  terms. 
Last  year,  minority  parliamentarian  Calder  Williams,  disbanded  his  three- 
year-old  Working  People’s  Party  (WPP)  to  rejoin  James  Mitchell’s  New  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  (NDP) ,  in  an  effort  to  unify  opposition  to  Cato.  But  the  move 
failed  when  the  NDP  refused  to  admit  Williams.  The  third  Opposition  seat 
is  held  by  former  health  Minister,  Randolph  Russell,  who  bolted  the  ruling 
party  in  1981  to  form  the  Progressive  Democratic  Party  (PDP) .  Since  its 
formation  last  month,  Gonsalves’  MNU  has  called  for  opposition  unity  as  the 
political  basis  for  forging  a  democratic  alternative  to  the  St.  Vincent 
Labour  Party.  But  in  the  present  political  climate,  the  people  have  grown 
cool  and  cynical  toward  further  attempts  at  Opposition  unity,  according  to  a 
party  statement.  As  a  result,  the  MNU  will  shelve  plans  to  promote  formal 
talks  with  the  other  Opposition  parties,  and  concentrate  on  building  its 
forces  for  the  upcoming  elections,  the  statement  said.  [Text]  [Port-of- 
Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  29  Nov  83  p  5] 

LAND  FOR  FARMERS — Kingstown,  St.  Vincent,  Saturday  (CANA) — The  St.  Vincent 
Government  has  given  in  to  farmers  demands  that  they  be  allowed  to  purchase 
land  they  occupy  on  the  600  acre  state-owned  Lauders  Estate  here,  according 
to  local  press  advertisements.  [as  published]  The  estate  18  miles  north 
east  of  Kingstovm,  was  bought  in  1974  by  the  James  Mitchell-PPP  Alliance 
Government  with  the  intention  of  selling  the  land  to  farmers  in  the  area. 

But  before  this  could  be  done,  the  Alliance  Government  lost  the  General 
Election  and  the  policy  was  never  implemented.  In  June  last  year,  Prime 
Minister  Milton  Cato’s  administration  told  farmers  who  had  occupied  the 
land  soon  after  it  was  bought,  that  they  could  have  continued  access  to  it 
on  a  lease-hold  basis  for  three  years  in  the  first  instance.  The  farmers, 
however,  wished  to  be  in  a  position  to  eventually  own  the  land  and  called 
for  a  rental-payment  system.  They  won  support  from  Opposition  parliamentar¬ 
ians,  led  by  the  then  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  Randolph  Russell,  a  former 
Minister  of  Health  in  the  Milton  Cato  Government.  [Text]  [Bridgetown 
SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  18  Dec  83  p  3] 
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CHAMBERS  SPEECH  OUTLINES  AIMS  FOR  GRENADA,  CARICOM  TIES 


Port-of-Spain 


[21  Nov  83  p  10] 


[Excerpts] 

PRIME  MINISTER 
George  Chambers  out¬ 
lined  this  country’s  po¬ 
sition  in  the  Grenada 
crisis  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  of  the  PNM’s 
Women  League  at  the 
Fyzabad  Senior  Com¬ 
prehensive  School  re¬ 
cently.  The  “Guardian” 
begins  serialisation  of 
his  speech  today. 

HONOURABLE 
MINISTERS,  officers  of 
the  Women’s  League  of 
the  People’s  National 
Movement,  members  of 
the  party,  visitors  and 
friends,  it  is  always  a 
pleasure  for  me  to 
speak  to  the  women  of 
the  party  and  particu¬ 
larly  so  when  they 
meet  in  annual 
conference,  w'hich  is  a 
time  for  stock-taking, 
a  time  of  renewal,  a 
time  for  considering, 
approving  or  rejecting 
resolutions  about  the 
pany,  the  country,  the 
region  and  the  world. 

lam  happy  to  tell  you 
in  addition  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  taken  by  the 
General  Council  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago,  a 
foundation  member  of 
the  party  who  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  abroad  has  been  in 
touch  with  me  and  he  is 
in  touch  with  some 
European  interests 
who  are  likely  to  make 
available  to  us  a  print¬ 
ing  Press,  and  some 
other  paraphernalia 
which  will  assist  us  in 
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moving  forward  with 
our  own  publication.  I 
thought  the  wome  of 
the  party  would  like  to 
know  that. 

Under  normal  cir¬ 
cumstances  I  would 
have  been  glad  to  come 
here  today  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  your  discussions 
on  perspectives,  but  in 
the  light  of  recent 
events  it  is  impossible 
i  to  avoid  a  discussion  on 
■  Grenada.  That  is  one  of 
the  burning  issues  of 
the  day,  hot  in  the  re- 
,  gion,  hot  in  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  —  interna¬ 
tionally. 

I  said  in  Parliament 
and  I  would  like  to  say- 
it  again  today.  Grena¬ 
da  is  part  of  the  region, 
the  English-speaking 
Caribbean,  the  wider 
Caribbean  region,  and 
;  for  us  in  PNM  there  can 
inever  be  any  doubt, 
there  ought  never  to  be 
any  doubt  about  the 
sincerity  of  the  state¬ 
ment  which  I  just  made 
for  a  variety  of  reasons. 

The  founder  of  this 
party  was  probably  the 
greatest  regional  inte- 
grationist  produced  in 
the  Caribbean  in  the 
last  centur>\  I  have 
worked  with  him  for  25 
years  dedicated  to  his 
principles,  his  ideals, 
his  hopes  for  the  Carib¬ 
bean;  I  have  tried  not 
to  deviate  from  those 
principles  of  regional  in- 
tegration,  and  I  pro¬ 
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pose  never  to  depart 
from  those  principles. 

INTEGRATION 

W^en  we  in  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  talk  of  re¬ 
gional  integration,  for 
us  it  is  a  matter 
beyond  words  — 
everybody  in  this  room 
knows.  1  speak  as  some¬ 
body  who  fully  recog¬ 
nises  that  there  is  a 
substantial  consti¬ 
tuency  of  Grenadians  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

It  is  a  matter  of  re-  * 
cord  that  >  in  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years  our 
financial  contribution 
to  integration  in  this 
region  has  been  close  to 
,$1,000M  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  taxpayers 
dollars. 

So  when  we  speak 
with  feeling  of  Grenada 
we  speak  as  a  people 
whose  hands  have  been 
not  only  in  the  wounds 
but  in  the  till.  As 
people  who  have  met 
more  than  their  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  region. 

No  country  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  events  in 
Grenada  has  come  any- 
rwhere  to  approximate 
^rfhe  financial  contribu¬ 
tion  of  Trinidad  and  To¬ 
bago  to  the  region.  So  I 
repeat,  we  stand  ready 
to  assist  in  a  resolution 
of  the  crisis  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  our  stated 
principles. 
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STATEMENT 

I  made  a  statement 
in  Parliament  outlining 
-  our  position  as  you 
know.  Following  that 
statement  —  the  Oppo¬ 
sition  —  and  when  I 
speak  of  the  Opposition 
of  this  country  I  do  not 
mean  the  Opposition, 
led  by  a  political  leader 
whose  every  trick  and 
allery  have  now  made 
im  PNM’s  greatest 
asset. 

I  speak  of  the  Opposi¬ 
tion  in  Pai^liament 
which  represents 
people  in  the  country  in 
accordance  with  de¬ 
fined  constituencies 
provided  for  under  the 
Constitution  of  the 
soyereign  R^ublic  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

The  Opposition  sup¬ 
ported  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  this  matter 
and  I  would  be  failing  in 
my  duty  as  the 
political  leader  of  this 
party  if  I  did  not  put  on 
record  my  sense  of 
appreciation  and 
profound  respect  for 
the  attitude  of  the  Op¬ 
position  in  this  matter, 
demonstrating  for  the 
world  to  see,  not  the 
region,  that  there  are 
certain  matters  on 
which  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  th3  people  of 
this  countiy  are  not 
prepared  to  com¬ 
promise. 
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As  it  has  emerged 
beyond  that  state¬ 
ment  there  remain  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  country 
who  appear  to  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  some  of  i 
the  things  1  said  in 
that  statement  and  I 
would  like  to  say  to 
them,  to  you,  the 
country  and  the  world, 
that  I  am  fully  aware  of 
the  constitutional  con¬ 
sequences  of  a  Prime 
Minister  lying  to  the 
Parliament.  I  need  no 
reminder  on  that. 

And  for  that 
reason,  I  wish  to  re¬ 
state  certain  parts  of 
that  statement  j 

publicly  again  today.  i 
And  I  quote  “1  would 
like  to  state  that  the 
hrst  official  notifica¬ 
tion  I  as  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Trinidad  and  To¬ 
bago,  and  current 
Chairman  of  CARICOM 
received  of  the  landing 
of  forces  in  Grenada 
.  came  from  the  United 
States  Embassy  in 
Port-of-Spain  through 
the  Minister  of  Exter¬ 
nal  Affairs  severa 
hours  after  the  actual 
landing. 

“1  wish  to  state 
further,  that  to  date,” 
and  if  1  might  depart 
from  my  text,  that 
was  on  the  date  of  Par¬ 
liament  and,  I  repeat 
as  of  today’s  date,  “I 
» have  received  no  notifi- 
'I  cation  from  any 
CARICOM  member 
country  of  any  inten¬ 
tion  to  request  assist¬ 
ance  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to 
intervene  militarily,  in 
Grenada  nor  have  I 
been  informed  by  any 
CARICOM  member 
country  that  such  a  re¬ 


quest  had  in  fact  been 
made.”  I  repeat  that 
for  the  rccora.  1  stand 
by  it  unequivocally. 

1  went  on  to  say  ‘Tn 
the  light  of  the  present 
situation,  and  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  our  original 
initiatives  we  shall 
seek:  ^ 

1.  The  earliest 

possible  withdrawal  of 
combat  forces  in 
Grenada. 

2.  “Through  appropn- 
i  ate  channels  the  ear¬ 
liest  establishment 

peace*keeping  presence 
in  which  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  participate. 

DISTINCTION 

I  went  on  to  say  and  I 
say  it  again  in  this  re¬ 
gard,  “We  wish  to 
state  that  in  our  view 
there  is  a  clear  distinc¬ 
tion  betweOT  the  role  of 
an  occupation  force  and 
that  of  a  peace-keeping 
force.  . 

3.  The  establishment 
of  a  broad-based  civi¬ 
lian  government.  The 
primary  function  of  the 
civilian  ffovemment 
would  be  the  earliest 
putting  into  place  of 
arrangements  for  the 
holding  of  free  and  fair 
elections. 

4.  The  establishment 
of  a  fact-finding  mis¬ 
sion  comprisinc  emi¬ 
nent  nationals  of 
CARICOM  States. 

I  put  that  in  the  re- 
cora  of  the  conference 
of  the  Women's  League 
as  1  did  in  Parliament. 

There  have  been  some 
consequences,  and  be¬ 
fore  we  discuss  even  our 
initiatives  which  are 


1siil]  valid,  and  which  I 
will  discuss  with  you  to¬ 
day,  I  think  1  may  as 
well  make  a  statement 
as  a  consequence  of 
some  of  the  tall  out  of 
my  having  spoken  in 
Parliament.  To  date, 
no  section  of  the  state¬ 
ment  that  I  have  made 
in  Parliament  has  been 
challenged  outside  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago.  1 
think  that  is  signifi¬ 
cant. 

It  has  not  been  chal¬ 
lenged  by  anybody  who 
has  come  and  said  that 
^  is  not  true,  that  is 
not  true,  that  is  not 
true. 

No  challenge. 

But  there  has  been 
.one  unfortunate 

development,  and  1 
think  I  better  get  it 
out  of  the  way  one 
time.  I  should  tell  you 
that  I  am  not  speaking 
to  you  from  a  prepared 
text  and  therefore  I  am 
choosing  my  words 
meticulously. 

As  you  know,  subse¬ 
quent  to  that  states 
ment  in  Parliament  it 
became  necessary  for 
us  to  put  on  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  record,  as 
well,  a  report  from  our 
Ambassador  accredited 
to  a  certain  country. 
The  Ambassador  was 
asked  whether  or  not 
he  had  in  fact  made 
that  statement  and  he 
confirmed  that  he  had 
made  the  statement 
and  that  he  stood  by  it. 

‘  I  have  examined  very 
carefully  a  very  com¬ 
prehensive  report  from 
Ambassador  Pitt  on 
this  matter.  And  it 
must  be  a  matter  of 
concern  to  the  women 
of  the  party  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  Mr.  Pitt,  be¬ 


cause  Mr.  Pitt  has 
served  Trinidad  and  To¬ 
bago  well  and  his  party 
well. 

CONFIDENCE 

Mr.  Pitt  has  served 
as  Member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  Parliamentary 
Secretary,  Minister  of 
National  Security,  At¬ 
torney  General  and 
Ambassador.  I  wish  to 
state  publicly  today 
that  I,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Trinidad 
and  Tobago,  have  the 
fullest  evidence  in 
Mr.  Pitt’s  integrity. 

1  demonstrate  that 
by  telling  you  that  Mr. 
Pitt  remains  in  the 
Ambassadorial  service 
of  this  country, 
stationed  at  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  External  Affairs 
and  accredited  to  all 
the  other  countries  to 
which  he  was  ac¬ 
credited,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one. 

Regrettably,  and 
that  remains  so,  until 
it  is  deemed  appropri¬ 
ate,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
should  undertake 
another  posting  else¬ 
where.  But  as  to  our 
confidence  in  Mr.  Pitt 
mnd  his  integrity,  I  wish 
no  one  to  be  in  any 
doubt. 

As  a  consequence  of 
Mr.  Pitt  s  position,  and 
in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  the  country 
concerned,  Mr.  Pitt  is 
withdrawn  from  ac¬ 
creditation  to  that 
country  and  we  have 
taken  the  same  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  notify  that 
country  which  was  ab 
out  to  send  its  High 
Commissioner  here, 
that  he  should  stay 
where  he  is  for  the  time 
;  being. 


[22  Nov83pp  11,  12] 

[Text]  I  would  like  to  make  it  clear  to  you  that  we  have  not  broken  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  with  anybody,  our  High  Commission  in  that  country  remains, 
and  remains  staffed,  Mr.  Pitt  is  simply  withdrawn  and  on  our  side  their 
High  Commissioner  would  not  be  received— —that  *  s  all.  Now,  we  had  said  that 
we  wished  the  earliest  possible  withdrawal  of  combat  forces  in  Grenada. 

We  state  that  today,  and  I  don't  think  we  need  to  argue  or  even  discuss  the 
relevance  of  that.  All  activity  which  has  taken  place  in  the  last  several 
days  appears  to  be  aimed  at  accomplishing  that.  If  seems  so  to  me. 
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We  said  we  wish  to  see  established  a  CARICOM  peace-keeping  presence  in  which 
we  are  prepared  to  participate.  We  made  it  very  clear  that  the  announcement 
by  us  of  participation  in  a  peace-keeping  presence  was  not  to  be  taken  at 
face  value,  that  we  wished  to  discuss  the  terms  and  references  of  such  a 
presence  and  the  composition  and  other  modalities  of  such  a  presence. 

It  appears  to  me  that  not  only  is  international  opinion  pointed  in  that 
direction,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  positive  steps  are  being  taken  to  see  if 
that  can  be  accomplished.  I  am  choosing  ray  words  with  care  because  I  wish 
to  do  nothing  or  say  anything  today  to  enlarge  the  yawning  gap  that  exists 
in  the  region  and  about  which  I  shall  speak  in  a  while. 

Impeccable 

I  do  not  want  to  extend  that  gap  any  further,  but  I  will  be  less  than  frank 
with  you  if  I  did  not  say  that  my  information  from  impeccable  sources  sug¬ 
gests,  firstly,  that  it  is  the  view  of  some  people  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
should  not  be  allowed  in  a  peace-keeping  presence. 

That  view  has  been  expressed — publicly  and  reported  upon,  and  also  the  latter 
part  of  our  statement  is  creating  difficulty,  not  for  us,  but  apparently  for 
others,  that  is;  there  is  a  difference  between  an  occupation  presence  and  a 
peace-keeping  presence.  Now  that  is  not  my  problem  as  of  today. 

But  as  a  Government  we  can  only  act  if  we  are  invited  to  act.  And  in  so  far 
as  Grenada  is  concerned,  the  only  constitutional  entity  that  the  PNM  Govern¬ 
ment  recognises  as  of  today  and  will  continue  to  recognise,  until  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  civilian  government,  which  has  been  promised,  there  is  only 
one  person  in  Grenada  we  recognise  as  having  any  authority  or  locus  stand 
in  Grenada,  that  is  the  Governor  General  of  Grenada. 

Nobody  else  is  in  a  position  to  discuss  Grenada  with  us — nobody  else. 

I  have  information  communicated  to  me  that  steps  are  well  on  the  way,  steps 
are  more  than  well  underway.  The  report  suggests  that  certain  countries 
have  committed  themselves  to  the  peace-keeping  presence,  and  in  the  view  of 
the  person  communicating  with  me,  it  appears  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  is 
absolutely  important  from  his  stand-point  in  any  peace-keeping  presence  in 
Grenada  and  that  that  had  been  made  clear  to  other  parties. 

We  are  now  required  as  the  Cabinet  of  Government  to  consider  what  would  be 
the  nature  of  our  association  with  the  presence  that  is  contemplated.  It 
may  well  be  that  the  Cabinet  may  decide  that  it  wishes  to  have  no  sort  of 
Trinidad  military  association.  It  may  wish  to  say  that  it  prefers  to  be 
associated  in  this,  that  or  the  other  form.  But  these  are  matters  which 
we  as  a  Cabinet  will  consider. 

And  to  those  who  have  been  saying  we  should  not  be  in  the  force,  and  believe 
me  I  am  not  angry.  Do  I  look  angry  to  you,  I  am  not  angry. 
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To  those  who  are  saying  they  don’t  believe  we  should  be  there  and  they  would 
not  cooperate  with  us,  I  wish  to  make  it  very  clearly  known  that  I  am  not 
prepared  to  beg  to  participate  in  any  force,  I  am  not  begging. 

Participate 

You  don’t  want  Trinidad  in  it,  okay.  In  any  event  we  were  not  in  it  from 
the  start  so  if  you  do  not  want  me  in  it,  okay.  We  have  told  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  Secretary  General  of  CARICOM,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  General  of  the  Commonwealth,  every  Caribbean  country  in  what  used  to 
be  called  CARICOM,  I’ll  come  to  that  indue  course,  we  have  told  every  one  of 
them  of  our  readiness  and  willingness  to  participate. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  kneel  down  or  genuflect  before  anybody  to  participate. 

The  third  point  in  terms  of  what  we  were  trying  to  achieve  in  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  was  the  establishment  of  a  civilian  government,  broadly  based,  and 
from  all  accounts,  it  seems  that  is  coming. 

My  information  is  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sons  of  Grenada,  whose 
name  I  will  not  call,  for  obvious  reasons,  has  indicated  that,  subject  to 
obtaining  appropriate  clearances  from  his  employers,  he  will  be  prepared  to 
accept  the  leadership  of  such  a  government  and  I  have  information  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  clearance  that  he  requires  will  be  forthcoming. 

I  would  say  if  the  gentleman,  whose  name  I  repeat  I  will  not  call,  is  the 
person  who  is  likely  to  head  a  Grenadian  Government  I  can  think  of  no  person 
better  positioned  to  attest  to  Trinidad's  integration  commitment  than  that 
gentleman  and  if  it  is  a  fact  that  that  is  the  gentleman  who  is  going  to 
head  that  Government,  I  can  tell  you  today  one  of  the  first  things  I  will 
do  after  he  is  sworn  in  is  to  invite  him  almost  immediately  to  Trinidad  and 
Tobago. 

Now  I  am  in  no  position  to  tell  you  if  his  schedule  will  permit  him  to  come 
urgently  but  as  to  whether  or  not  such  a  man  will  understand  the. principled 
position  you  have  taken  and  be  prepared  to  work  with  you  and  above  all  who 
would  recognise  the  role  that  we  can  play,  that  is  the  man. 

The  fourth  point  was  that  we  asked  for  the  establishment  of  a  fact  finding 
mission,  I  am  not  being  facetious  but  I  would  like  to  say  today  that  never 
before  was  there  greater  need  for  a  fact-finding  mission  that  today.  I 
draw  your  attention  to  a  few  facts. 

Have  you  noticed  within  the  last  few  days  that  several  people  who  we  were 
told  were  murdered  and  whose  bodies  we  will  never  find  have  been  giving 
interviews?  Have  you  noticed  that?  Is  it  not  a  fact?  Headlined  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago's  newspapers  ex  killed,  ex  assassinated,  ex  executed  I 
see  all  of  them  talking.  Up  to  this  morning  they  were  talking.  I  draw  your 
attention  as  well  to  something  else.  Every  person  who  was  in  Grenada  on 
the  day  on  which  Bishop  died  who  has  spoken  to  the  Press  has  given  a  dif 
ferent  account  of  what  has  happened. 
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I  believe  we  should  adhere  strongly  to  our  request  for  a  fact-finding 
mission  because  the  fact-finding  mission  will  also  be  finding  other  facts 
about  which  I  will  raise  a  few  questions  just  now.  I  repeat  I  would  assume 
that  the  fact-finders  mission  will  unearth  some  other  facts  about  which 
everybody  seems  to  be  in  darkness  including  my  good  self.  As  you  know,  they 
don’t  talk  to  me.  I  am  the  last  man  to  know  anything.  I  want  to  know  the 
facts.  According  to  one  CARICOM  leader  I  want  the  F.A.X.  I  want  the  facts. 

The  Dust 

And  I  will  tell  you  why  I  am  so  interested  in  the  facts  because  the  dust  is 
now  settling,  you  see,  and  as  the  dust  is  settling  there  are  certain  ques¬ 
tions  which  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Women’s  League.  I  am  not  asking  anybody 
else  I  am  asking  you  the  women  of  the  party. 

Do  you  know  what  is  the  full  extent  of  damage  to  Grenada,  do  you  know?  I 
take  note  of  the  fact  that  the  Women’s  League  has  answered  me.  You  all  said 
no.  I  do  not  know.  My  Cabinet  colleagues  do  not  know.  We  would  like  to 
know. 

I  am  becoming  increasingly  concerned  and  a  nagging  disquiet  is  creeping  on 
me  about  the  extent  of  loss  of  civilian  life  in  Grenada.  Over  the  last  ten 
to  twelve  to  fourteen  days  I  have  been  told,  you  have  been  told,  the  region 
has  been  told,  the  world  has  been  told,  how  many  Cubans  have  died,  how  many 
Cubans  arrested,  how  many  Cubans  have  been  repatriated,  how  many  Americans 
are  missing  and  subsequently  found  or  not  found,  how  many  Americans  died, 
how  many  Americans  were  wounded.  I  have  sifted  the  newspapers  national  and 
international  for  any  approximate  figure  of  Grenadians  and  I  don’t  only  want 
to  know,  I  am  speaking  to  the  women  of  the  party,  please,  I  don’t  only  want 
to  know  from  the  women  of  the  party  how  many  civilian  Grenadians  have  died, 

I  also  want  to  know  how  many  cannot  be  accounted  for. 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  destruction  of  property  in  Grenada,  I  do  not  know. 
I  don’t  know  and  we  will  never  know  but  I  should  not  say  we  will  never  know. 
We  cannot  measure  today  the  trauma,  the  moral,  spiritual  and  other  disloca¬ 
tions  we  can’t  measure  that. 

Above  all,  since  Trinidad  and  Tobago  has,  I  repeat,  made  unquestionable 
tangible  contributions  to  the  continuation  of  integration  in  this  region, 
one  of  the  questions  I  would  like  to  have  answered  is  what  is  it  going  to 
cost  to  reconstruct  Grenada. 

Question  1,  Subquestion — Who  is  going  to  meet  that  cost?  I  suspect  that  the 
cost  is  going  to  be  prohibitive  I  suspect  that.  As  to  who  will  meet  the 
cost  as  of  today  Sunday  6th,  I  will  not  hazard  a  guess,  I  don’t  know. 

As  to  the  position  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  in  this  matter,  the  principles  of 
which  we  have  stated  repeatedly,  I  would  say  it  is  possibly  no  exaggeration 
if  one  said  the  invasion  of  Grenada  or  the  intervention,  if  you  want  to  use 
Dr.  Ince’s  language,  the  military  intervention  since  the  UN  body  was  formed 
in  1948,  I  can  think  of  no  issue,  I  don’t  know  if  my  colleagues  can,  which 
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has  drawn  such  sharp  rebuke  internationally  than  Grenada  and  1  will  tell  you 
why  in  a  while  because  the  issue  of  Grenada  is  not  about  Grenada. 


Suffice  it  to  say  notwithstanding  today's  polls  in  one  of  the  papers  sup¬ 
port  for  the  position  of  this  country  has  come  from  China,  through  South 
East  Asia  to  Australia,  across  Europe,  across  Africa,  across  Latin  America 
and  Canada,  in  other  words,  the  entire  world  has  supported  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  with  the  exception,  and  understandably  so,  of  persons  who  would 
necessarily  have  to  vote  in  support  of  action  they  have  taken. 

One  understands  that;  but  notwithstanding , such  an  overwhelming  degree  of 
support  internationally,  within  Trinidad  and  Tobago  there  has  been  some 
measure  of  concern  or  lack  of  support,  not  concern,  downright  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  for  the  government. 

It  is  possible  that  I  do  not  know  the  constituencies,  and  I  use  constit¬ 
uencies  here  in  an  external  sense,  I  do  not  know  what  external  constituencies 
are  represented  by  the  views  which  have  been  expressed  against  the  stand  of 
the  government  of  this  country.  I  do  not  know.  They  may  be  representing 
constituencies  which  they  have  to  satisfy. 


One  of  the  things  that  I  have  found  very  painful  to  bear  is  the  attacks  on 
me  and  there  is  one  today,  you  know,  but  that's  alright  I  don't  have  the 
capability  nor  the  constitutional  ability  to  take  punitive  action  against 

the  Press. 
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[Text] 

We  have  a  consnni- 
tion  which  permits  peo- 
pie  to  have  different 
views  and  the  one  thing 
I  will  never  do  is  even 
suggest  that  we  should 
ever  tamper  with  that. 
Never.  Let  them  say 
that  they  are  against 
us. 

\Vhat  1  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  understand  is ' 
that  as  a  people  we 
don’t  seem  to  recognise 
that  I  am  not  the 
Prime  Minister  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  by 
coup,  by  counter  coup, 
by  imposition  or  by  ac¬ 
commodation.  ^  . 

I  am  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Trinidad  and  To¬ 
bago  elected  and,  if  I 
might  use  certain  nice 
lanV^age  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  around  the  region 
like  to.  hear,  elected  in 
elections  free  from  fear 
and  free  and  fair,  elect¬ 
ed  in  the  last  election 
of  1981,  the  most  divi¬ 
sive  election  ever 


fought  in  this  country 
and  notwithstanding 
the  divisiveness  of  it, 
not  a  single  person  in 
this  country  suffered  a 
broV.en  arm'. 

ELECTION 

I  can  think  of  many 
places  which  I  will  not 
identify  where  if  you 
have  a  parish  election 
you  can’t  count  ,  the 
dead.  What  I  have 
"found  a  little  painful  to 
rbear  is  that  within 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  we 
seem  not  to  under¬ 
stand  that  an  insult  to 
the  head  of  your  coun- 
,try  and  your  govem- 
toent  is  an  insult  to  ev- 
*ry  damn  citizen  in  the 
countr>’. 

I  have  also  found  it 
•  extremely  unpalatable 
that  at  least  one  group 
of  people,  without  any 
base,  a:  d  notorious  for 
attempting  to  hijack 
parties,  I  say  hijack 


.pr^rties  because  they 
‘tried  to  hijack  this^one 
and  they  were  dealt 
w’lth  notorious  ni.iack- 
er^  of  parties, 
y  r.fv  e  sought  to 

treat  this  matter  as  a 
political  Question  for 
knocking  about  in  little 
meetings  all  about  the 
place.  The  thing  is  abso¬ 
lutely  incredible. 

That’s  why  I  tell  you, 
the  political  leader  as 
he  calls  himself  of  that 
gathering,  is  the  great¬ 
est  asset  we  have.  Ev¬ 
ery'  time  he  opens  his 
mouth  we  more  en¬ 
trenched  and  he  must 
continue  talking. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Pan¬ 
day,  who  is  not  in  the 
country,  he  is  away  on 
official  business  he  him¬ 
self,  and  if  I  might  bor¬ 
row  some  regional  lan- 

fuage  again,  who  has 
een  the  victim  of  mar¬ 
rying  in  haste  and  re- 
pentmg  in  leisure.  Mr. 
Panday  has  told  his 


central  executive  that 
the  marriage  is  irre¬ 
trievably  broken  down. 

ITiat  is  a  fact.  He  has 
done  it.  I  have  never 
seen  anything  like  this 
and  in  this  regard  I 
must  say  whatever 
their  differences  are 
with  me  whether  real 
or  imagined,  in  respect 
of  this  matter,  the 
“Express”  has  demon¬ 
strated  a  greater 
understanding  of  the  is¬ 
sues  involved,  the  fun¬ 
damental  questions  in¬ 
volved. 

Let  me  give  you  two 
I  quotations  from  an  edi- 
t  torial  in  the  “Express” 
this  week  which  cap- 
I  ture  everything.  I  will 
;  read  them  for  you. 

The  first  one  goes  like 
‘  this: 

“What  was  perceived 
by  the  Caribbean  peo¬ 
ple  as  a  clique.of  oppres¬ 
sive  military  men  has 
turned  out  into  a  major 
confrontation  between 
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the  super  powers  with 
:  even  countries  like 
Britain  fighting  shy  of 
getting  directly  in- 
'  volved. 

‘Trom  beginning  to 
end  the  Grenada  situa* 
•f  tion  has  proved  to  be 
far  more  dangerous 
than  anyone  could  have 
anticipated 

That  IS  the  first  quo 
tatiori  Let  me  read 
tiie  second  one  for  you, 
also  from  the  *‘Ex- 
press.”  I  say  it  in  all 
honesty.  Their  analysts 
have  articulated  the  is* 
sues  in  this  matter 
with  a  profound  under¬ 
standing.  Let  me  read 
the  second  one  for  you. 

“What  we  expect 
now,  in  fact,  is  that 
CARICOM  will  go  into 
abeyance  and  the  closer 
degree  of  regional  co¬ 
operation  recently 
demonstrated  by  the 
region’s  leaders  will  be 
shelved  for  quite  some 
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lime  to  come.  Certain¬ 
ly  for  as  long  as  the 
situation  in  Grenada 
remains  tense  and  com¬ 
bat  forces  maintain 
their  presence  in  the  is¬ 
land. 

“This  is,  indeed,  a 
great  pity  for  Grenada 
will  remain  a  Caribbean 
problem  long  after  the 
lighting  has  come  to  an 
end. 

NEIGHBOURS 


“It  is  difficult  to  see 
bow  that  island  is  going 
to  be  developed  in  the 
near  future  without 
the  close  collaboration 
of  her  neighbours  par¬ 
ticularly  including, 
Trindad  and  Tobago.” 

Now  you  see  those 
two  quotations  tell  you 
everything.  I  under- 
stana  people  are  'laying 
that  the  Grenadian 
population  feels  let 
dowm  by  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  but  I  will  deal 


with  that  iust  now.  I  go 
back  to  the  two  quota¬ 
tions  from  the  “Ex- 

ress"  about 

ARICOM- 
/  Grenada  /  Trinidad 
co-operation  and  the 
major  confrontation 
between  two  super 
powers. 

I  see  within  the  area. 
I  don’t  want  to  say 
CARICOM  or  what  it  is, 
I  see  within  the  area 
people  are  now  saying 
that  they  felt  reason¬ 
ably  satisfied  that 
nothing  will .  go  wrong 
and  that  now  be  was 
removed  certain  things 
tumble  down.  I  find 
that  very  difficult  to 
understand. 

I  will  tell  you  why  I 
find  that  very^  difficult 
to  understand  because 
it  is  I  who  brought 

Bishop  in  froni  the  cold. 
I  am  the  man  who  did 
it.  It  is  I  in  1982  who 
brought  him  in  from 
the  CARICOM  cold. 


It  is  I  who  raised  with 
him  and  earnestly 
pleaded  with  him  to  do 
something,  to  give 
some  practical  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  region 
and  the  world  that  he 
was  not  detaining  peo¬ 
ple  up  and  down  and 
'  across. 

As  a  consequence  of 
which  I  can  testify 
that  he  released  49  peo¬ 
ple  within  48  hours  of 
my  discussion  with 
him.  It  is  1  who  saved 
rhim  from  expulsion  or 
attempted  expulsidh 
last  November. 

It  is  I  who  saved  him 
from  expulsion  or ,  at¬ 
tempted  expulsion  in 
July  in  Port-of-Spain 
and  it  is  I  who  raised 
with  him  the  whole 
question  of  going  back 
into  some  sort  of  con¬ 
stitution  and  he  im¬ 
mediately  responded  by 
appointing  a  Constitu¬ 
tion  Commission. 


[Excerpt]  It  is  I  who  also  raised  with  him  when  he  was  last  here,  and  he  left 
me  with  a  promise  that  he  will  think  about  it,  the  question  of  considering 
some  sort  of  inspection  mission  so  that  people  can  look  at  the  detainees  and 
talk  to  them. 


He  told  me  in  principle  he  had  no  objection  to  that  but  there  are  certain 
persons  whose  countries  could  not  be  on  that.  I  will  not  identify  those 
people.  Perhaps  I  can  say  that  I  see  some  of  the  same  people  espousing 
him  now  as  some  friend  of  theirs. 


I  bet  back  to  the  EXPRESS  editorial.  I  have  not  gone  off  that  because  what 
I  have  said  about  Bishop  is  relevant  to  that  and  to  my  lack  of  understanding 
of  the  constituencies  within  and  without  which  have  found  it  difficult  to 
understand  our  position. 

I  find  it  very  difficult  because  I  want  to  tell  you  what  are  the  issues 
involved  in  Grenada  which  we  considered  and  which  informed  our  decision. 


The  first  issue  is  the  effect  of  any  such  action  on  the  Caribbean  integra- 
tion  movement.  Our  first  consideration  was  the  preservation  of  the  integra¬ 
tion  movement. 


Super  Power 

Secondly,  what  is  involved  in  Grenada  in  my  respectful  view  on  the  basis  of 
what  is  discussed  now  is  the  sanctity  and  validity  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter.  That  is  involved  the  sanctity  and  validity  of  the  Organisation  of 
American  States  Charter. 
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That  is  involved  in  Grenada  and  above  all  that  huge  question  mark  which  has 
now  arisen  over  the  whole  question  of  sovereignty  of  any  state  which  is  not 
itself  a  super  power. 

Those  are  the  issues  involved  in  Grenada.  These  are  not  emotional  matters, 
my  friends.  That  is  what  is  involved  today  in  Grenada. 

I  will  get  to  the  integration  movement.  I  repeat  them  for  you.  Is  there 
any  sanctity  about  the  UN  Charter  and  validity? 

The  same  question  in  respect  of  the  Charter  of  the  Organisation  of  American 
States  but  more  frighteningly  and  I  am  sure  this  is  the  reason  why  we  have 
got  as  much  international  support  as  we  have  got  on  this  issue. 

That  large  question  mark  which  now  hangs  over  the  whole  question  of  sover¬ 
eignty  of  States  unless  they  are  themselves  super  powers.  These  are  the 
issues  involved.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  having  an  aunt  living  in 
Grenada  or  a  cousin  living  in  Grenada. 


That  is  very  relevant  but  that  pales  into  insignificance  when  you  start  to 
talk  about  the  sanctity  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  and  whether  or  not 
sovereignty  still  remains  alive  today  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  or  elsewhere. 

The  fall-out  of  this  you  have  not  begun  to  see.  The  fall-out  has  already 
reached  the  European  theatre  and  one  of  the  things  that  will  emerge  from 
this  is  an  enormously  vociferous  and  powerful  non-aligned  movement.  Mar 

my  words. 
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[Excerpts] 

There  are  certain  dis- 
turbing  features 
emerging  from  this 
Grenada  situation 
which  I  would  like  to 
bring  to  your  atten¬ 
tion. 

The  first  concerns  a 
statement  by  the 
political  leader  of  a  so- 
called  party  on  the 
very  d^  oh  which  I 
spoKe  Parliament  to 
the  effect  that  he  was 
in  possession  of  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  High 
Commissioner  for 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
bad  been  called  in  some¬ 
where  at  a  certain 
time,  a  certain  day. 

Now  that  is  a  very 
serious  matter  because 
the  man  uttering  the 
statement  is  not  in 
Parliament,  he  is  not  in 
Government,  he  is  not 
a  County  Councillor  and 
I  don’t  laiow  if  he  is  a 


voter  and  the  man 
uttering  this 

statement  has  already 
said  this  Government 
cannot  last  three 
years. 

AERIAL  UP 

So  my  aerial  im¬ 
mediately  goes  up  and 
what  I  would  normally 
have  disposed  of  as 
political  tripe  when  he 
says  this  (Jovemment 
cannot  last  for  three 
,  years  ceases  to  be  a 
I  political  ioke  and  I  tell 
him  today  publicly 
that  uttemace  is  no 
longer  being  treated  by 
me  as  political  old  talk, 
it  is  now  being  treated 
as  a  national  security 
matter. 

I  also  draw  your 
attention  to 

something  else  and  I 
say  it  to  the  women  of 


the  party  a  Prime 
Minister  and  his 
Cabinet  must  always 
take  into  account  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  when  they 
take  decisions.  But  I 
want  to  tell  you  no 
prime  minister  in  any 
part  of  the  world  ex¬ 
pects  every  single 
^action  of  his  to  be 
V  approved  by  the  entire 
t  population. 

This  is  politics  and 
ou  have  to  take  some 
ard  political  decisions 
and  I  assure  you  as  Mr. 
Mahabir,  Mr.  Mo¬ 
hammed,  Mr.  Williams 
and  Mr.  Manning  can, 
on  the  basis  of  our  work 
at  the  National 
Economic  Planning 
Commission,  we  have 
some  hard  decisions  to 
take,  very  hard. 

It  has  been  said  that 
did  not  move  with 
the  -despatch  with 


which  a  government 
should  move  to  bring 
back  its  citizens.  I 
don’t  know  what  you 
mean  by  that!  On  the 
Mondeay  before  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Grenada  — 
the  invasion  was  on 
Tuesday  morning. 

OPPORTUNITY 

On  Monday,  and  I 
used  this  opportunity 
to  answer  an  editorial 
in  this  morning’s  Press 
to  the  effect  that  my 
roposals  could  not 
ave  been  achieved  be¬ 
cause  I  had  taken  a  de¬ 
cision  not  to  speak  to 
the  military  regime.  Of 
course,  that’s  a  joke. 

That  is  a  joke  because 
the  Ministry  of  Ex¬ 
ternal  Affairs  was  in 
contact  with  Grenada 
over  our  nationals  in 
Grenada  and  we 
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established  contact 
with  the  office  of  the 
Governor  General  and 
from  his  office  secured 
approval  and  we  were 
ready  to  tiovc  our 
nationals  on  ruesday. 

But  good  God,  I  was 
not  part  of  the  inter¬ 
vention.  how  would  I 
know  that  come  Tucs 
day  morning  the 
’planes  could  not  go 
mere. 

I  was  not  a  party  to 
the  can  cantan  ( con¬ 
tretemps)  and  I  don’t 
see  how  anybody  can  say 
today  that  we  haven’t 
donp  all  that  we  could 
have  done. 


.We  moved  with  de 
spatch  on  this  matter, 
absolute  despatch  1 
have  received  as  well  a 
lot  of  correspondence 
asking  me  to  lift  the 
sanctions  which  we 
have  imposed  on 
Grenada. 

The  Cabinet  has  con¬ 
sidered  this  matter 
and  has  decided  that 
for  the  time  being  only 
one  sanction  shall  be 
lifted  and  that  is,  we 
will  permit  the  use  of 
the  small  port  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

We  have  certain  ob¬ 
jectives  which  we 
would  like  to  see 
accomplished  and  if  you 


go  in  to  negotiate  you 
must  have  a  position 
from  which  to 
negotiate.  That’s 
elementary  in  a  room 
like  this. 

But  I  would  be  telling 
you  a  falsehood  if  I 
didn’t  say  events  over 
the  last  tw'o  weeks 
have  left  a  very*  bitter 
taste  in  my  mouth  and 
I  am  talking  now  re¬ 
gionally. 

A  very  bitter  taste  in 
my  mouth  and  the 
wounds  are  very  deep.  I 
will  not  say  the  wounds 
are  fatal.  I  wouldn’t  go 
as  far  as  that,  but  the 
wounds  are  very  very 
deep  and  its  going  to 


take  a  long,  long  time 
for  those  wounds  to  be 
healed. 

More  seriously,  it 
would  come  as  no  sur¬ 
prise  to  me  if  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  action 
we  have  taken  or  the 
position  upon  which  we 
stand  as  a  Government 
if  certain  con¬ 
sequences,  economic 
and  otherwise  flow 
from  that. 

I  am  warning  the 
party  now.  I  stated  by 
reservations  about 
that  or  my  concerns 
about  that  in 
Parliament.  I  state 
them  today.^ 


[Editor’s  Note:  Issues  of  the  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  for  26  and  27  November 
were  not  available.  No  further  installments  were  found  in  issues  of 
28  November  or  subsequently.] 
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TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


GRENADA  OPERATION  CONTINUES  TO  SPARK  DISCUSSION 

Criticism  of  Barbados 


Port-of -Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  25  Nov  83  p  12 

[Article  by  "Public  Affairs  Correspondent":  "Why  Should  Barbadians  Get 
Loot  from  Grenada  Invasion?"] 


[Text] 


IN  SPITE  of  or, 
perhaps  because 
of,  the  millions  of 
words  printed  and 
aired  about  the 
Grenada  invasion 
there  are  several 
aspects  of  it  or  in- 
ciaents  connected 
with  it  which  have 
been  misled  or 
have  escaped  at¬ 
tention. 

While  Prime 
Minister  Adams 
and  his  troops  held 
a  victory  celebra¬ 
tion  at  the  Sandy 
Beach  Hotel,  he 
was  presented 
with  one  AK-47 
rifle  mounted  on  a 
plaque  bearing  a 
map  of  Grenada, 
anti  it  was  said 
ptiier  such  presen¬ 
tations  were  to  be 
made  to  other 
Barbadians. 

Is  it  legitimate 
for  loot  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  away  in  the 
form  of  the  arms 
of  their  enemies  by 
invading  forces 
when  they  say 
they  were  on  a  res¬ 


cue  mission  bv 
“friendly  forces? 

Is  it  legitimate 
for  the  main  invad¬ 
ers  to  take  away 
as  loot  the  docu¬ 
ments  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  Govern¬ 
ment,  thus  remov¬ 
ing  material 
relevant  to  the 
dfuture  writing  of 
;  the  history  of  the 
people  and  the 
place  during  a  cru¬ 
cial  period? 

What  has  taken 
place  cannot  be 
I  compared  with 
cases  of  similar 
.  material  held  in 
London  or  Paris  or 
Madrid  or  Lisbon 
acquired  in  previ¬ 
ous  centuries  by 
metropolitan 
countries  who 
ruled  a  particular 
colony. 

SIMILAR  STATUS 

Or  has  Washing¬ 
ton,  by  virtue  of 
purported  invita¬ 
tion  from  others 
acquired  a  similar 
status  over 
Grenada? 


Mr.  Adams’s 
outrageous  re¬ 
marks  about  Mr. 
Basil  Pitt, 

Trinidad  and  To¬ 
bago’s  High  Com¬ 
missioner,  were 
^condemned  in  the 
Grenada  invasion 
debate  in  the  Bar¬ 
bados  House. 

Mr.  Branford  Taitt, 
Opposition  MP,  said 
Mr.  Adams  owed  an 
apology  to  the  people  of 
Barbados  for  his  be¬ 
haviour  to  Mr.  Pitt  and 
in  his  sober  moments 
would  recognise  he  had 
made  “an  error  of  judg¬ 
ment.”  __ 

Some  mischievous 
person  floated  a 
rumour  that  Mr. 
Adams  had  tape  record- 
.  ed  his  conversation 

•  with  Mr.  Pitt.  Hiere! 
t  was  absolutely  no  basis 
i.  for  Uie  rumour  and  it 

must  have  been  bom  in 
t  the  atmosphere  of  can- 

*  spiracy  in  .udiich  the 
idea  of  going  to  war  was  ' 
hatched  and  c(»itinued 
with  secret  messengers 

>  flitting  between  the 
i  United  States  and 
I  Jamaica  and  the  East- 
"  era  Caribbean. 

Whatever  may  be 
thought  and  said  in  con- 
>'demnation  of  certain 
.  people  and  their  intem¬ 


perance  of  speech  on  oc¬ 
casion,  surely  they 
would  not  descend  to 
the  surreptitious  re¬ 
cording  of  me  conversa¬ 
tions  of  decent  people 
doing  business  in  good 
faim  wim  mem. 

Richard  Nixon  must 
have  been  cured  of  this 
failing  for  all  time  al- 
mough  he  is  still  filthi¬ 
ly  enriched  by  writing 
and  talking  of  his 
bizarre  experiences. 

Yet  anomer  upposi- 
tion  MP  remarked  in 
me  debate  that  the 
time  had  come  for  peo¬ 
ple  in  public  life  to  con¬ 
duct  themselves  in  a 
manner  mat  was  com- 

gatible  wim  me  public 
iterest;  mey  should 
not  use  language  which 
resulted  in  serious 
hardship  for  me  people 
of  Barbados. 

Would  you  believe  it? 
Prime  Minister  Adams, 
flush  wim  me  victory 
of  himself  and  his 
troops  which  got  away 
wimout  a  scratch  in 
battle,  found  it  poss¬ 
ible  to  liken  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  and  Bar¬ 
bados  to  husband  and 
wife  between  whom  me 
trauma  fade  wim  a  lit¬ 
tle  cussing. 

?  While  me  propagan- 
jdists  and  me  Prune 
^Sinister  himself  want 
Ito  make  it  appear  to 
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Iiave  been  Tom^s  Bhin- 
Sqr  hour  he  suffered  de- 
Itot  in  tilie  United  Na> 
tions  Security  Council, 
the  U.N.  General  As- 
lembly  and  the  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Organisation 
of  American  States 
^hich  all  condemned 
the  invasion. 

Another  defeat  which 
leased  unnoticed  was 


fhat  Mr.  Adams  and  all 
Barbados  had  been 
punting  on  election  to 
the  U.hT  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  in  the  seat  vacated 
by  Guyana,  believing  it 
was  a  foregone  conclu¬ 
sion. 

The  Barbados  inva¬ 
sion.  with  Barbados  in 
the  leading  role  was  far 


too  much  for  those  who 
|iad  given  their  word  in 
l^romising  their  vote 
;was  too  much  to 
stomach. 

'  Another  unnoticed  in- 
cid^t  was  ihe  sugges- 
^tion  in  the  Barbados 
House  of  an  Indepen¬ 
dent  international 
i:ommi88ion  to  deter- 


rinine  the  facts  in  the 
initial  Grenada  killings, 
i  But  in  the  hysteria 
*  whipped  up  even  on  a 
university  campus 
where  academics  and 
budding  academics 
t  should  learn  to  be  calm 
;  it  is  unlikely  that  any- 
:  one  can  be  got  at  this 
stage  to  look  for  facts. 


Tobago  Dissatisfaction 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  29  Nov  83  p  7 
[Article  by  Compton  Delph] 


[Text]  deploring  the  '  ‘‘And  Tobago,”  he 
“ambiguous  and  in-  reminded,  “was  the  Ca- 
effectual  stand  of  ribbean  island  nearest 
the  Trinidad  and  To-  to  Grenada  just  90 
bago  Governrtient  on  miles  away  and  most 
the  Grenada  issue,”  likely  to  be  affected  by 
Dr  Jeff  Davidson,  events  which  were  "nk- 
Deputy  Chairman  of  |  ing  place  and  took 
the  Tobago  House  of  |  place  there.” 

Assembly  also  la-  i  Dr  Davidson  was  at 
mented  the  fact  that  the  time  moving  an 
the  Association  was  j  amendment  to  a  mo- 
never  consulted  by  tion  brought  before  the 
the  government  on  Assembly  by  People’s 
the  matter.  National  Movement 

Assemblywoman  Be- 
“While  the  Prime  atrice  Julien  which 
Minister  called  in  urged  the  THA  to  de¬ 
religious  leaders  and  dare  its  support  for  the 
representatives  of  principled  stand 
foreign  governments  adopted  and  main- 
for  consultations,  he  tained  by  the  Govern - 
never  attempted  to  ment  on  the  Grenada 
get  the  views  of  the  issue.” 

Tobago  people  Mrs  Julien  surprised 
through  their  elected  ^be  House  by  advanc- 
representatives  in  arguments  in 

the  Tobago  House  of  support  of  her  motion. 
Assembly,”  said  Dr  She  just  read  her  two 
Davidson  on  Thurs-  paragraph  motion  and 
day  evening.  took  her  seat. 


Her  colleague  As¬ 
semblyman  William 
Mckenzie,  obviously 
following  pre-arranged 
strateg>%  was  equally 
brief  in  rising  to  second 
the  motion.  He  merely 
observed  that  “every¬ 
one  was  fully  aware  of 
the  situation  in  Grena¬ 
da.” 

This  approach  ob¬ 
viously  threw  the  ma¬ 
jority  side  of  the 
Democratic  Action 
Congress  controlled 
House  into  a  degree  of 
disbelief  if  not  confu¬ 
sion. “I  don't  know 
what  to  say,”  declared 
Dr  Davidson  after  mov¬ 
ing  his  party’s  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  resolution. 

‘‘I  am  not  aware  of 
what  principled  stand 
we  are  being  asked  to 
support.  The  mover  of 
the  motion  has  not  told 
us  what  that  principled 
stand  is.  She  has  not 


elaborated  on  her  mo¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

“I  am  just  as  non — 
plussed  as  you  are,” 
observed  THA  chair¬ 
man  ANR  Robinson. 

“I  just  don’t  know 
what  the  member  for 
Scarborough  (Mrs  Juli¬ 
en)  wants  me  or  any 
other  member  of  the 
House  to  support,” 
continued  Dr  Davidson. 

He  then  proceeded 
to  deal  clause  by  clause 
with  his  amendment, 
which  in  its  preamble 
stressed  that  Tobagoni¬ 
ans  believed  in  a  demo¬ 
cratic  way  of  life  and 
frowned  upon  coup  d’e¬ 
tat  or  armed  over¬ 
throws  of  governments 
as  repugnant  to  their 
way  of  life.” 

After  expressing  soli¬ 
darity  with  the  (Grena¬ 
dian  people,  he  went  on 
to  criticise  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  its  handling  of 
the  issue. 


Chambers  in  New  Delhi 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  1  Dec  83  pp  1,  20 
[Article  by  Norris  Solomon] 

[Text]  Wednesday:  The  treatment  process  for  the  deep  wounds  in  the 
Caribbean  region  caused  by  the  Grenada  situation  was  started  at  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Heads  of  Government  meeting,  according  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Prime 
Minister  George  Chambers. 

”I  would  not  say  healing  has  begun,’*  he  said. 
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Speaking  in  a  late  night  interview  in  his  hotel  suite  at  the  Ashok  Hotel  in 
New  Delhi  following  the  end  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Chambers  said  he  felt  that 
Xrinidad  and  Tobago  should  continue  to  play  a  constructive  role  in  regional 
and  Commonwealth  affairs. 

"Not  that  we  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  aspire  towards  Caribbean  leadership.  We 
believe  we  have  a  role  to  play  and  we  believe  we  bring  a  certain  maturity  to 
discourse. " 

Commenting  on  the  Grenada  situation  in  respect  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago's 
stand,  he  said  no  principle  "as  far  as  we  are  concerned"  had  been  sacri¬ 
ficed  in  terms  of  the  communique  which  represents  a  consensus  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  Each  country  stated  its  position  at  the  United  Nations  and  stood  by 
that,  he  said. 

"I  would  say  that  the  consensus  is  fair.  Everything  we  aimed  at  is  covered 
in  the  communique"  he  said. 

Continuing  Dialogue 

Prime  Minister  Chambers  also  explained  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  Caribbean 
delegations  during  the  Commonwealth  conference  at  which  he  was  not  present 
because  of  another  engagement,  but  a  number  of  Issues  affecting  the  Common¬ 
wealth  were  discussed. 

Xrinidad  and  Tobago  was  represented  by  Mr.  Errol  Mahabir,  Minister  of 
Labour,  Co-operatives  and  Social  Security. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  that  a  Commonwealth  Heads  of  Government  meeting  was  not 
a  negotiating  body  and  did  not  address  Itself  to  any  particular  issues. 

"It  is  continuing  dialogue  at  several  ministerial  levels.  The  important 
thing  about  the  Commonwealth  Heads  of  Government  meeting  is  the  extent  to 
which  we  all  meet  in  the  same  room  with  individual  Interests,  exchange  views, 
some  common  to  a  few,  some  entirely  different,  mostly  a  recognition  of 
totality  of  the  problems  facing  the  world." 

He  said  it  made  for  the  extent  to  which  one  could  benefit  from  what  somebody 
is  doing  in  his  own  country. 

He  felt,  too,  that  such  conferences  made  for  more  functional  cooperation  and 
harmonisation  of  policy  aiming  at  world  peace,  world  disarmament,  inter- 
monetary  reform... an  amalgamation  of  ideas. 

Commenting  overall  on  the  conference,  Mr.  Mahabir  said  that  when  he  left 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  he  suggested  that  if  they  were  able  to  make  any  move 
forward  on  the  international  economic  front  it  would  have  been  a  tremendous 
achievement , 

Pointing  to  the  questions  of  Cyprus,  Grenada,  international  security,  Mr. 
Chambers  said  that  it  was  difficult  to  identify  and  particular  achievement. 
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Noting  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  had  been  included  in  a  consultative  group 
to  work  towards  promoting  consensus  on  economic  action,  he  said  that  his 
report  from  the  Commonwealth  Finance  Ministers  meeting  on  the  Bretton  Woods 
Report  had  been  given  broad  endorsement  and  he  had  carried  out  his  mandate. 

Asked  about  Trinidad  and  Tobago’s  inclusion  he  said  it  must  have  been  the 
view  of  some  people  that  "we  have  a  contribution  to  make." 

On  the  question  why  Trinidad  and  Tobago  did  not  follow  up  the  request  from 
some  countries  to  host  the  1985  conference,  Mr.  Chambers  said  that  the 
Bahamas  had  made  an  offer  some  time  ago  in  Ottawa  and  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
as  such  did  not  make  an  offer. 

"We  were  asked  to  consider  making  an  offer  and  once  it  became  clear  that 
the  Bahamas  had  in  fact  made  an  offer  I  felt  that  the  Caribbean  had  suffi¬ 
ciently  identified  itself.  In  terms  of  conflict,  I  saw  no  reason  why  we 
should  make  an  offer." 

Mr.  Chambers  felt  that  the  Goa  declaration  of  international  security  was 
very  important  in  that  it  married  the  views  of  non-aligned  and  NATO  alli¬ 
ance. 

He  drew  attention  to  the  issues  relating  to  South  Africa  and  Namibia. 


CSO:  3298/317 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


ACTING  PRIME  MINISTER  DISCUSSES  GRENADA.  CUBAN  TIES 

Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  28  Nov  83  pp  2A,  Al,  A3 

[Part  2  of  interview  with  Acting  Prime  Minister  Kamaluddin  Mohammed  on 
2A  November  1983,  place  not  specified;  Part  1  unavailable] 


[Text] 


Q;  What  is  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  Cu¬ 
ban  Trade  Mission 
visiting  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  at  this 
time? 

A:  No  big  thing. 
They  have  been  coming 
to  us  and  we 'have  been 
going  to  them.  A  long 
time.  A  lot  of  people 
have  put  a  different 
meaning  to  it.  As  Mr 
(Desmond)  Cartey 
pointed  out-  yesterday, 
these  discussions  and 
exchanges  have  b^n 
going  on  since  1975. 
Out  people  have  gone 
up  there.  We  have  our 
sugar  cane  treatment 
centre  in  Trinidad  and 
I'obago  where  bagas^e 
is  being  used  and  mo- 
lasses  to  produce  a 
cheap  feed. 

W'e  have  got  a  lot  of 
technology  from  Cuba 
and  we  are  seeking 
expand  our  trade  be 
cause  the  question  of 
cmplo>Tnent  is  vital 
here,  and  these  things 
have  started  a  long 
time,  not  today  and  not 
because  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  Grenada  as 
some  people  are  sug¬ 
gesting.  And  this  visit 
was  planned  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Grenada  issue 
came  up  at  all  and  it 
has  come  now,  and 
.  some  people  are  sug¬ 


gesting  that  it  is  inop¬ 
portune. 

The  Government  ol 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
wants  to  live  friendly 
with  everybody.  W'e 
don’t  want  any  ene¬ 
mies.  We  don’t  want  to 
..hate  anybody.  We  don  i 
anybody  to  hate  us.  W  e 
want  to  live  as  friends. 
We  respect  a  commu¬ 
nity.  if  they  want  to 
ha\T  a  Government  of 
their  choice,  like  in 
Chile,  there  was  an 
election  and  they  elect¬ 
ed  a  Government  of 
iheir  choice  by  the  will 
of  the  people  and  by  a 
(lerii'vrratic  process  We 
respect  i>eople*s  rights. 

W'e  resene  the  right 
to  trade  or  to  treat  w  ith 
anybody  if  we  want  to 
or  if  we  don’t  want  to, 
but  basically,  the  Cu¬ 
ban  trade  mission  here 
was.  planned  before  the 
issue,  long  before  and 
we  have  had  these  mis¬ 
sions  before.  Our  mis¬ 
sions  have  gone  there. 
So  I  don’t  think  people 
shuld  pul  into  it  a 
meaning  that  they  have 
come  just  becau^  an 
issue  took  place  in  the 
Caricom  area. 

Q:  Accepting  that 
that  is  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  intentions, 
but  have  we  not  had 
experience  which  in¬ 


dicates  that  when 
the  Cubans  trade 
heaxlly  w’ith  any 
country  that  they 
tend  to  move  in 
rather  large  embas¬ 
sies  w'hich  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  much 
more  than  trade? 

A:  Well  the  Cubans 
have  been  trading  with 
Britain.  Britain  is  one 
of  their  biggest  markets 
and  Britain  sells  to  and 
buys  from  Cuba,  and  1 . 
have  not  heard  any- ' 
thing  from  anybody  at 
all.  And  in  any  event 
whether  people  put. 
missions  or  not  i.*^  a 
matter  for  the  home 
(i(»N’ernment .  1  think 

the  Government  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  is 
fully  capable  of  deter-  j 
mining  at  what  stage  | 
its  interest  will  be  jeop-  i 
ardised  or  not. 

W  e  are  operating  on 
the  basis  that  we  are 
friendly  with  everybody 
and  we  don’t  see  any 
reason  why  anybody 
would  try  to  subvert , 
our  economy  or  subvert 
our  country  ■  W’e  have 
had  a  good  relationship  . 
w4th  everyone  on  all 
sides.  Those  who  are  on 
the  far  left,  those  who 
are  on  the  right,  those 
who  are  in  the  middle. 
W'e  are  friendly.  W'e 
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have  visited  the  Soviet 
Union. 

We  have  visited 
China.  WV  have  visited 
the  United  Slates.  We 
have  visited  Cuba  and 
we  are  friendly  with 
ever>*body.  If  some  day 
they  do  something  and 
we  don't  like  it.  we  will 
say  so.  And  if  we  do 
something  and  they 
don't  like  it  they  will 
say  so.  That  does  not 
say  that  if  there  is  dis* 
agreement  that  we 
must  necessarily  take  it 
to  a  point  that  could 
cause  a  dislocation  oi 
the  normal 
relationship. 

Q:  While  they  are 
trading  with  the 
U.K.  and  many  oth¬ 
er  large  countries, 
these  countries  all 
have  a  brand  of  in¬ 
telligence  apparatus 
to  keep  track  of 
their  movements.  Do 
yoi^Jhink  we  have 
comparable  appara¬ 
tus  here? 

A:  W^eil  I  would  not 
comment  on  whether 
I  we  have  a  comparable 
lone.  But  don't  underes- 
itimaie  the  Government 
•of  Trinidad  and  Toba¬ 
go  fit  fill.  Just  don't 
underestimate  them. 

Q:  1  trust  the  Cu¬ 
bans  appreciate  that 
as  well. 

A:  1  am  sure  they  do. 

Q:  W'ould  you 

elaborate  on  your 
atatement  about  the 
press  being  respon- 
aible  for  recent  crit¬ 
icisms  against  the 
Prime  Minister? 

A:  Well,  1  think  my 
statement  slightly 
misunderstood.  What  I 
wa?  referring  to  partic¬ 
ularly  w'as  an  editorial 
in  the  Evening  News 
followed  by  some  let¬ 
ters  w’hich  appepared 
in  the  daily  press  by 
certain  writers.  The 
Evening  New's  carried  a 
6tor>  stating  that  the 
Prime  Minister  was  ra¬ 
cial. 


If  I  can  just  read  it  I 
will  show  it  t(^’ou.  Let 
me  see  it  ....  The  Eve¬ 
ning  News  of  Thursday 
November  10  in  an  edi¬ 
torial  stated  that 
George  Chambers,  the 
Prime  Minister  had 
been  trying  to  ratio¬ 
nalise  ihe  non-inter¬ 
vention  stand  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago.  ‘ 
That  is  his  righ'\  and 
certainly  the  countiy^ 
expeeU-  this.  But  there 
are  a  few  questions  he 
should  answer. 

How  come  he  called 
in  only  the  leaders  of 
the  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  and  not  the  Mus¬ 
lim  or  the  Hindu 
leaders?  ^M)y  is  he  in¬ 
troducing  into  the  na¬ 
tional  debate  on  the  , 
issue  the  element  of : 
race,  as  he  did  in  his  ‘ 
address  to  the  PNM 
Women's  League  in  Fy- 
zabad? 

Chambers’s  consul-  ; 
tation  of  only  the  Arch-  ; 
bishop  of  Port  of  Spain 
and  the  Bishop  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
and  his  reference  to 
“black  specks'*  are 
most  unworthy  of  him 
and  we  suggest  strongly 
that  he  should  make  a 
mental  note  to  avoid  in 
the  future  any  such 
gaffes. 

Now  that  1  tried  to 
do  was  to  clarify  the 
issue,  because  1 

aware  that  the  only 
reason  that  the  Prime 
Minister  did  not  see 
the  Muslim  or  Hindu 
'  leaders  wa.'-  because 
there  was  no  time  to 
see  them.  And  in  any 
case  one  of.  the  leaders 
of  these  religious 
groups  was  out  of  the 
countiy’  and  he  wanted 
to  see  both  of  them  for 
the  same  reason,  if  he 
had  seen  one  of  them 
somebody  would  ha  ve 
said  that  there  were 
problems. 

Now’  all  1  am  com¬ 
plaining  about,  I  say 
that  such  a  statement. 


if  they  had  ^eried  it  as 
to  why  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  did  not  see  them 
then  *  we  would  have 
ansnwered  it  but  they 
did  not  querv’  it.  They 
jumped  Ui  conclusions 
and  they  are  asking 
why  did  he  introduce  in 
the  national  debate  on 
the  issue  the  element  of 
race. 

Now*  so  far  as  his 
statement  about  the 
speck  of  dust  is  con¬ 
cerned  —  the  black 
6t>eck  of  dust  —  what 
he  was  tiy  ing  to  say  is 
because  .we  are  a  black 
countr>^  there  is  always 
discrimination  against 
black  people  and  that's 
a  thing  we  are  fighting 
for,  tiying  to  raise  our 
nationalism  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  we  could  see 
things  in  a  broader 
light,  rather  than  in 
racial  terms.  He  merely 
mentions  what  is  a 
fact.  It  is  ool  some¬ 
thing  that  is  new  that 
he  h^  said  here. 

What  1  was  seeking 
to  do  at  the  convention 
in  San  Fernando  was  to 
draw  attention  to  the 
Evening  News  and  to 
the  other  people  who 
wrote  the  article  that 
they  ought  to  investi-  | 
gate  it  first  and  not 
condemn.  And  that  if 
they  condemn  a  wrong, 
it  was  all  right,  but  not 
to  introduce  a  thing 
thiit  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  was  .guilty  of  in¬ 
troducing  the  element 
of  race. 

Q;  How  do  you  see 
normalcy  in  Grena¬ 
da  and  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  being  restored? 

A:  1  know  that  it  was 
state^  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  statement 
that  whatever  help  that 
could  be  given  to  re¬ 
store  democracy;  we 
have  always  advocated 
the  restoration  of  de¬ 
mocracy.  There  w’ill  be 
a  need  for  a  period  of 
time  for  pet^le  to  sit 
dow’n  to  provide  ma¬ 
chinery  for  election  and 
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U)  hold  elections  soon 
so  that  peole  could 
choose  the  kind  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  that  they 
want. 

It  would  seem  to  me 
that  from  what  we  have 
read  in  the  newspaper 
that  the  interim  Advi¬ 
sory  Council  had  been 
established  of  promi- ; 
nent  Grenadians  and  ^ 
we  would  hope  that 
they  will  be  the  best 
persons  to  determine 
what  they  want»  and  in 
order  to  restore  democ¬ 
racy.  I  think  that  more 
people  will  be  willing  to 
help. 

I  shall  be  discussing 
it.  The  PM  has  made 
his  statement  in  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Things  have 
changed  since  then  and 
1  don’t  know  what  w'e 
will  do  within  the 
nenxl  few  days  when 
this  Advisor^’  Council 
would  have  had  the 
;  chance  to  consider 
what  they  want  and 
then  suggest  to  their 
friends  and  their  neigh¬ 
bours  what  they  would 
like  to  have. 

jQ:  Meanwhile  how 
are  we  ^oing  to 
bring  about  a  mend¬ 
ing  of  the  bridges.  1 
know’  this  is  not  just 
Trinidad  and  Toba¬ 
go's  job  but  we  are. 
all  one  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  and  we  all  like 
to  think  of  a  Carib¬ 
bean  destiny.  How 
do  w'e  *  go  about 
mending  the 

bridges?  You  your¬ 
self  have  ^  been 
around  prominently 
in  the  field  of  exter¬ 
nal  affairs? 

A:  Well  I  feel  that 
time  is  the  greatest 
healer.  My  own  feeling 
is  that  the  less  said 
about  it  now’  the  better 
because  when  it  comes 
to  H  eads  of  Govern  - 
ment  we  must  always 


^ive  them  a  certain  lat¬ 
itude  and  careful  not  to 
say  things  to  drive  a 
wedge  between  them.  I 
have  ever>’  confidence 
in  our  Prime  Minister. 
He  is  a  very’  shrewd 
man.  I  think  he  is  very 
eatly  undereslimatea. 
e  is  capable  of  dealing 
with  this  matter. 

What  I  feel  now’  is 
enough  reason  to  go  too 
deeply  into  these 
events.  There  is  a  lot 
more  I  could  have  told 
you  today.  The  meeting 
is  taking  place  in  New 
Delhi  up  to  the  30.  Our 
leaders  are  there.  I  do 
not  know  what  has 
transpired  so  far.  W  e 
have  not  gotten  a  re¬ 
port,  but  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  our  leaders 
have  the  maturity  to 
resolve  this  matter  in 
the  not  too  far  distant 
future  and  everything 
will  fall  in  place.  I  don’t 
think  there  is  a  need 
for  introducing  any 
special  machinery. 

We  have  had  these 
problems  before  in  the 
region  and  they  always 
sorted  out  themselves 
and  I  think  in  due 
course,  in  international 
affairs  there  are  always 
problems  between  peo¬ 
ples.  What  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Caribbean 
is  something  in  my 
opinion  that  our  people 
have  the  maturity  to 
deal  with. 

Q:  Would  it  be  loo 
liberal  an  interpre¬ 
tation  of  your  re¬ 
marks  to  say  that 
there  will  be  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Heads  of 
Government,  an 
unofficial  meeting, 
while  they  are  in 
New’  Delhi? 

A:  I  have  no  knowl¬ 
edge  of  that.  We  wait 
and  see. 


Q:  Well;  while  I 
disagree  w’ith  some 
of  the  positions  that 
you  have  taken,  al¬ 
low  me  to  assure  you 
that  I  do  so  with  re¬ 
spect  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the 
opportunity  to  dis- 
'  cuss  these  matters. 
The  press  in  this 
country  has  not  had 
’  the  opportunity  to 
publicly  discuss  mat¬ 
ters  of  national  im- 
portance  with 
anyone  sitting  in  the 
Chair  of  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  for,  perhaps 
more  than  10  years. 
May  1  thank  you  on 
l>ehalf,  not  only  of 
the  EXPRESS,  but 
of  the  national  press. 

A:  Thank  you  very 
much,  and  I  assure  you 
that  I  am  one  of  those 
who  believe  it  is  the 
right  of  people  to  differ 
on  issues.  But  these 
disagreements  must  not 
result  in  expressing 
these  disagreements  on 
the  basis  of  slander  or 
on  the  basis  of  allega¬ 
tions.  I  feel  that  on 
many  occasions  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  it 
would  be  better  if  the 
press  would  investigate 
properly  and  in  their 
comments  they  must 
alw’ays  keep  in  mind 
that  a  Government,  es¬ 
pecially  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  are  #ery  expe¬ 
rienced  people  and  in 
the  political  acts  and 
.the  technical  acts,  they 
must  credit  them  with 
knowing  w’hat  they  are 
doing.  They  must  not 
talk  ever>*  time.  I  don’t 
think  it  is  prudent  to 
speak  every’  time.  Many 
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people  have  said  that 
ihf  leaderj^  of  the  PNM 
and  the  4eaderi>  of  the 
Government  don’t  talk 
but  I  think  its  ver>’ 
dangerous. 

Q.  Permit  me  to 
point  out  that  this  is 
a  two-way  street, 
and  that  the  press, 
in  an  attempt  to  do 
its  job»  must  seek  in¬ 
formation,  while 
Government  fre¬ 
quently  refuses  to 
give  information  on 
important  matters. 

A.  Yes,  1  agree,  but 
more  can  be  done  on 
both  sides 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


REPORTAGE,  OTHER  MATERIAL  CONCERNING  TALKS  WITH  CUBANS 

Desire  for  Air,  Sea  Links 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  24  Nov  83  pp  1,  22 
[Article  by  Gail  Alexander] 

[Text]  Government  is  interested  in  establishing  or  strengthening  sea  and 
air  links  between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  and  Guba. 

This  was  stated  by  Minister  of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Consumer  Affairs, 

Mr.  Desmond  Cartey  yesterday  in  a  welcoming  address  to  members  of  a  Cuban 
trade  mission  currently  on  a  three-day  visit  in  Trinidad  for  talks. 

Mr.  Cartey  headed  a  13-member  delegation  which  met  the  Cuban  team  at  the 
Trinidad  Hilton  to  discuss  matters  of  trade  between  the  two  countries. 

Represented  on  the  local  team  were  government  officials  from  the  Ministries 
of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Consumer  Affairs,  External  Affairs,  State  Enter¬ 
prises,  Agriculture,  Lands  and  Food  Production,  Finance  and  Planning  and 
Energy  and  Natural  Resources.  Others  came  from  the  Industrial  Development 
Corporation,  ISCOTT,  BWIA,  Caroni  and  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Manufacturers 
Association. 

1975  Visit  Recalled 

The  Cuban  delegation,  headed  by  Minister  of  Foreign  Trade,  Senor  Ricardo 
Cabrisas  Ruiz,  also  included  Mr.  Ivan  Cesar  Martinez  (former  Ambassador  to 
Trinidad  and  Tobago);  Mr.  Argimlro  Easvidal  Fernandez  (aide  to  the  Minister); 
Mr  Roberto  Rivas  Lopez  (Director  of  Latin  Division-Economic  Collaboration 
State  Committee);  Ms.  Marie  B 'Hamel  Ramirez  (Specialist-Commercial  Marketing 
Policy)  and  Mr.  Manuel  Sanchez  Manzano  (Commercial  Attache). 

Mr.  Cartey  recalled  that  a  mission  from  Cuba  had  visited  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
as* far  back  as  July  1975  for  similar  discussions.  However,  the  decision  to 
have  the  present  delegation  come  to  this  country  for  talks  was  made  in 
April  1982  shortly  after  the  visit  of  Vice  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Senor 
Alarcon  in  March  last  year  when  possibilities  of  trade  between  both  countries 

were  discussed. 
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The  interest  at  hand  now,  he  said,  lay  mainly  in  exporting  light  manu¬ 
factured  and  energy-based  products  including  steel,  fertilisers  and  later  on, 
methanol  and  urea. 

Trinidad  and  Tobago,  he  continued,  would  also  have  an  interest  in  importing 
raw  sugar  from  Cuba  and  possibly  exporting  out  locally  bred  waterbuffalo  in 
exchange  for  Cuban  dairy  cattle. 

Mr.  Cartey  also  advocated  establishing  and  strengthening  sea  and  air  links 
between  both  countries  as  an  asset  to  trade. 

"Trinidad  and  Tobago  has  always  been  interested  in  improving  trade  and  com¬ 
mercial  links  with  Cuba,  since  there  are  products  in  both  countries  which 
form  the  basis  of  our  economies.  There  are  also  areas  in  which  we  both  have 
comparative  advantage  regarding  each  other’s  products. 

In  the  past  we  have  both  looked  elsewhere  for  trading  opportunities.  Per¬ 
haps  the  time  has  come  when  we  should  consider  trade  between  our  two  coun¬ 
tries,"  he  said.  [as  published] 

Definite  Basis 

In  return,  Senor  Cabrisas  Ruiz,  through  an  interpreter,  Ms  Elouisa  Hernandez 
Janiero,  said  that  his  mission’s  intention  "held  a  definite  basis  for  the 
development  of  economic-commercial  exchange." 

He  recalled  to  mind  the  visit  of  Prime  Minister  Eric  Williams  to  Cuba  in 
June  1975  when  a  joint  communique  between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  and  that 
country  was  signed.  That  document.  Dr.  Cabrisas  Ruiz  said,  expressed 
commitment  to  support  efforts  of  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  countries  and 
intensify  those  of  trade,  between  one  two.  [as  published] 

Both  countries,  he  continued,  held  in  common  the  fact  that  they  are  non- 
aligned  states,  and  also  that  each  had  a  definite  chance  for  development 
through  the  other,  especially  is  an  appeal  for  the  establishment  of  new 
international  economic  policies  was  made.  [as  published] 

Not  Yet  Balanced 

Right  now,  he  said,  bilateral  exchange  between  this  country  and  Cuba  was 
not  yet  balanced. 

"There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  this  state:  for  example,  limitations 
where  transportation  of  goods  and  communications  are  concerned,  and  also  a 
general  lack  of  mutual  knowledge,  but  hopefully  open  dialogue,  personal 
contact  will  solve  this." 

Discussion  between  both  delegations  continued  throughout  the  morning  until 
noon  when  the  Cuban  visitors  were  guests  at  a  luncheon  hosted  by  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Consumer  Affairs.  Acting  Prime  Minister 
Kamaluddin  Mohammed  attended  the  luncheon. 
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The  Cuban  delegation  was  also  due  to  meet  representatives  of  the  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  Manufacturers  Association  at  4.30  p.m.  yesterday.  This  morning, 
Dr.  Cabrisas  Ruiz  will  pay  a  courtesy  call  on  the  Acting  Prime  Minister  at 
Whitehall  at  9  o'clock.  Following  this  the  Cuban  delegation  will  visit 
installations  at  Point  Lisas. 

Trade  Talks 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  24  Nov  83  p  3 


[Text]  POISED  TO  EKTER  a  new  era  in  its  trade,  to  exchange  water  buffalo  for  dairy  cattle,  he 
relations  with  Cuba, ,  the  Government  of  stated.  _ 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  yesterday  made  it  Cartey  was  speaking  at  the  opening  of  trade 
clear  that  it  expects  tangible  benefits  from  talks  at  the  Trinidad  Hilton  between  14  represen¬ 
ts  efforts  to  defrost  commercial  connections  tatives  of  this  country's  government  and  private 
between  the  two  countries.  sector  and  the  visiting  seven-person  delegation  led 

Minister  of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Consumer  by  Ricardo  Cab^S  Ruiz/  Cubaju-Minister  of 
Affairs,  Desmond  Cartey  informed  a  visiting  Cu-  Forei^  Trade.  '  / 

ban  Trade  Mission  of  specific  hopes  for  trade  in  '  '  Both  Riiiz  and  Cartey  referred  to  tentative 
light  manufactures  and  energy-based  products,  for  approaches  by  both  countries  to  establish  fuller 
example  steel,  fertilizers  and  in  the  very  near  i  trade  links  for  at  least  the  past  eight  years,  and 
future,  methanol  and  urea.  Trinidad  and  Tobago  |  seemed  to  view  the  present  talks  as  the  occasion 
would  be  willing  to  purchase  sugar  from  Cuba  and 


for  cementing  those  in¬ 
tentions. 

Cartey  announced 
that  Trinidad  and*  To¬ 
bago  is  interested  in 
stfegthening  sea  and 
air  links  between  the 
two  countries  as  ‘  a  j 
means  of  trade.  He  also 
spoke  of  exchanges  of  j 
trade  related  informa-  j 
tion  and  referred  to  af 
proposal  to  mount  an! 
exhibition  of  Cuban 
products  in  Trinidad. 

In  his  reply  Ruiz 
also  mentioned  the  lack 
of  mutual  knowledge 
about  each  country's 
goods  which  at  present 
hampers  trade  between^ 
Cuba  and  Trinidad  and 
Tobago.  He  said  that 
bilateral  exchange  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries 
have  not  reached  the ! 
economic  and  commer-  ! 
cial  spheres  at  the  level  j 
that  these  countries  | 
have  xwtentially  be- 1 
tween  both  economies.  | 

This  was  because  of 
the  existing  limitations  I 


bn  the  tr^sport  ^  of 
goods  and  communica¬ 
tions  in  general  and  the 
lack  of  mutual  knowL 
ed^-'of  the  conditions 
of  our  iriarkets,  he  ^- 
plained. 

‘That  is  why  r  con¬ 
sider  this  meeting  of 
great  importance,”  he 
remarked, “  not  only  be¬ 
cause  of  the  point  of 
view  of  value  our  future 
exchanges  might  reach, 
but  rather  because  Vm 
sure  that  the  funda¬ 
ment^  aspect  is  per¬ 
sonal  contacts  between 
the  members  of  bur  two 
delegations.” 

He  looked  forward  to 
a  systematic  analysis, 
without  rushing,  of  all 
the  possibilities  one  or 
other  two_„__economv 
could  have  in  deepen-, 
ing  those  issu^  which/ 
could  be  considered  of 
mutual  benefit  to  be 
analysed,  he  said. 

In  studying  these  is¬ 
sues,  Ruiz  stated,  his 
mission  was  looking  be¬ 
yond  the  bilateral  con- 


"^tacts  *-in  view  of  the 
collaboration  that  can 
be  established  from  a 
commercial  point  of 
'  view  within  the  whole 
of  the  developing  coun¬ 
tries  in  a  common  ef¬ 
fort  to  soften  the 
consequences  existing 
in  our  countries  of  un¬ 
equal  terms  of  trade.” 

He  went  further  to 
observe  that  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  unprece¬ 
dented  economic  and 
financial  crisis  facing 
the  world,  ‘south-to- 
'  south’  co-operation  be¬ 
came  more  necessary. 

He  said  that  under 
the  leadership  of  Eric 
Williams,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  had  been  '  a 
leader  in  the  region  in 
promoting  the  idea  of 
co-operation  between 
the  Caricom  countries 
and  .Cuba,  and  went  bn 
to  praise  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  as  an  “example 
of  political  courage  in 
the  defence  of  the  pu¬ 


rist  interests  of  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean  region.” 

This  country’s  dele¬ 
gation  at  the  talks,  held 
under  heavy  security  at 
the  Trinidad  Hilton, 
included  Senator  Carl¬ 
ton  Alert,  Acting  Min- 
ister  of  State 
Enterprises,  Arthur 
Lqk-Jack,  President  of 
the  Trinidad  and  Toba¬ 
go  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Frank 
Rampersad,  Chairman 
of  British  West  Indian 
Airways  and  Caroni 
limited. 

The  Cuban  dele¬ 
gation  includes  Ivan 
Cesar  Martinez,  a  for¬ 
mer  Ambassador  to 
Trinidad  and  Tobago, 
Roberto  Rivas  Lopez 
Director  of  the  Latin 
Division,  Economic 
Collaboration,  State 
Committee  and  Ms 
Marilu  B’hamel  Ram¬ 
irez,  Specialist  in  Com¬ 
mercial  Marketing 
Policy  in  the  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Trade. 
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Concern  over  Sugar  Topic 


Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  2  Dec  83  p  4 


[Text]  CANE 

FARMERS  want 
to  kBPW  about  the 
traCe  talKs,  con¬ 
cerning  sugar  m 
particular,  held 
between  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  and 
the  visiting  Cuban 
delegation  last 
month. 

A  SE<)fe«sman  for  the 
fane#s  s^p  that 
were  coh&miP  afept 


the  discussions  on 
sugnr,  if  at  all  discus¬ 
sions  wete  held  on  the 
particular  subject. 

Thty  have  sincei 
called  on  the  Trinidad 
Island-wide  Cane  Farm- ! 
ers  Association  (TIC- 
FA)  to  take  up  the 
matter  with  Govern- 

An  official  of  TICFaI 
said  the  association 
was  concerned  and  was 
due  to  meet  in  specif 
session  to  discuss  the 
issue. 


He  said  he  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  hear  that 
sugar  was  one  of  the 
items  discussed,  with¬ 
out  the  association  be- 
line  informed. 

On  the  other  hand, 
the  All  Trinidad  Sugar 
and  NGcneral  Workers’ 
Trade  Union,  through 
I  its  President  General, 
Mr.  Basdeo  Panday, 

!  leader  of  the  Opposi¬ 
tion,  had  been  calling 
on  Government  to 
state  categorically  its 
position  on  the  future 


of  the  sugar  industry  in 
this  country. 

More  than  300,006 

Feople-workers,  cane 
armers  and  their 
families  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  sector,  depended 
on  the  sugar  industry, 
he  added. 

Has  the  Government 
planed  to  shut  down 
the  sugar  industry  and 
import  sugar?  This  is 
the  question  farmers 
and  Ru^ar  workers  are 


CSO:  3298/318 


161 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


TOBAGO  RESENTS  LOSING  ’FAIR  SHARE'  OF  DEVELOPMENT  FUNDS 
Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  23 

[Text]  Charging  that  Tobago  never  enjoyed  its  fair  share  of  national  develop¬ 
ment  funds  A.  N.  R.  Robinson,  Chairman  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  said  that 
indications  for  the  future  were  even  more  forboding. 

But  I  intend  to  fight  with  every  ounce  of  strength  at  my  disposal  to  see  that 
Tobago  gets  its  fair  share,  he  declared.  Robinson  was  speaking  at  the  open¬ 
ing  yesterday  morning  of  the  Northslde  Connector  Road  which  links  the  Claude 
Noel  Highway  with  Scarborough  at  the  Bacolet  and  Main  Street  junction. 

He  said  Tobago  had  continuously  put  to  very  good  use  what  little  of  the 
national  Investment  funds  was  made  available  to  it.  Despite  that  however 
the  indications,  he  said,  were  that  there  would  be  a  drastic  cutback  of 
these  funds  to  Tobago.  This  was  tragic  in  his  view  since  the  island  was  not 
in  a  position  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  energy-based  industries  sited  in 
Trinidad,  and  Tobagonians  generally  did  not  enjoy  the  use  of  such  facilities 
as  the  Jean  Pierre  Complex  and  the  University  of  the  West  Indies,  financed 
from  national  funds. 

He  warned  that  recent  events  in  the  Caribbean  should  be  a  lesson  to  the 
country  that  such  Inequality  of  treatment  could  not  continue  for  indepen¬ 
dence  does  not  mean  brutalisation  of  a  people — that  was  for  slavery. 

The  Assembly  Chairman  then  repeated  the  charge  he  made  some  months  ago  on  a 
similar  occasion,  that  there  were  public  servants  employed  at  the  Central 
Administrative  Services,  Tobago  (CAST)  who  were  engaged  in  subversive 
activities  against  the  Assembly.  He  said  that  after  his  first  disclosure 
he  had  taken  up  the  matter  with  the  Public  Service  Commission  but  sub¬ 
versive  activities  continue.  It  must  be  stopped,  declared  Robinson, 
threatening  to  treat  the  public  servants  Involved  as  politicians,  since  they 
were  in  fact  playing  politics. 

Minister  of  Works  Hugh  Francis,  who  was  present  but  not  as  an  invited  guest, 
visiting  Tobago  he  said  in  connection  with  another  matter,  joined  Robinson 
in  cutting  the  ribbon  to  declare  open  the  Plggot  Street  Car  Park  at 
Scarborough. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


HARD  TIMES  FOR  NATION'S  ECONOMY  FORESEEN  BY  OFFICIALS 


Manning  Remarks 


Port-of -Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  16 


[Text]  SAN  FERNANDO: 

MINISTER  of  Energy  and  Natural  Resources,  Mr  Patrick 
^Manning,  is  seeing  the  overall  picture  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
today  as  one  of  general  belt-tightening.  “And  each  of  us  must 
bear  a  part  of  the  burden  of  this  adjustment  from  the  days  of 
plenty  —  the  good  times  —  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed.” 


Mr  Manning  was  at  time  addres¬ 
sing  the  Third  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Sah  Fernando  East 
Constituency  of  the  People’s 
National  Movement  at  the 
Pleasantville  Senior  Comprehensive 
School  last  weekend. 

He  said  that  with  less  revenue 
from  petroleum,  there  was  less 
money  available  for  Government  ex¬ 
penditure.  “Therefore,  there  will  be 
fewer  capital  projects  than  in  the 
recent  past.  ^  ^ 

“So  there  will  be  less  new  }obs 
available.  Moreover,  a  fall  in 
Government  expenditure  will  result 
in  decreased  cash  flow  in  the  coun¬ 
try,’’  he  added. 

Government,  he  said,  for  its  part, 
was  doing  all  that  it  could  to  seek 
‘out  new  sources  of  revenue,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  cut  back  on  some 
of  the  burden  placed  on  the  treasury 
by  existing  subsidies. 

For  example,  th^  petroleum  levy 
through  whicli  ^'Government 
subsidise  gasoline  purchases  at  the 
approximate  rate  of  18  cents  per 
litre  —  “that  levy  has  grown  for 
reasons  that  one  can  guess.  In  1974 
it  stood  at  $33.7  million;  in  1976  $68.3 


million;  in  1978  $93.3  million  and  in 
1980  $298  million.” 

EVEN  FURTHER 

Due  to  measures  introduced  in 
the  1983  Budget,  this  figure  was 
expected  to  drop  to  $158.6  million 
tms  year.  It  was  clear  that  the 
total  must  be  carried  dowm  even 
further  to  bring  it  to  a  level  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  present  state  of  the 

Mr  Manning  said:  “We  in  Trmidad 
and  Tobago  must  understand  that 
our  petroleum  resources  are  not  re¬ 
newable  and  must  make  efforts,  like 
consumers  throughout  the  world,  to 
conserve  these.  It  is  time  we  come 
to  grips  with  the  energy  situation 
and  curb  our  urge  to  get  into  the  car 
just  to  go  around  the  comer  for  a 
newspaper,” 

He  said  that  the  Government  was 
seeking  to  assist  the  oil  companies 
in  aiscovering  new  petroleum  re¬ 
serves,  in  order  to  increase  our  reve¬ 
nue  base. 

To  this  end,  the  Government  con¬ 
ducted  a  13,000  Km  seismic  survey  in 
f^deep  waters  off  the  north  and  east 
^coasts  of  Trinidad  in  1980-’81. 


Mr  Manning  said  that  the  results 
and  interpretations  of  this  survey 
were  received,  and  were  not  entirely 
discouraging.  It  was  intended  to 
put  up  some  of  these  areas  for  com¬ 
petitive  bidding. 

He  noted  that  that  would  lead  to 
further  exploratory  work  “and 
then,  we  are  optimistic,  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  new  petroleum  reserves 
for  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  Personally, 
I  am  of  the  view  that  this  work  will 
provide  us  with  the  necessary  re¬ 
sources  in  the  decade  of  the 
nineties.” 

Mr  Manning  also  spoke  of  a  recent 
survey  by  Government  on  land  with 
the  introduction  of  advanced  tech¬ 
nology  and  the  recognition  by 
Government  of  the  importance  of 
keeping  the  levels  of  production, 
work  activity  and  employment  in 
the  petroleum  industry  from 
dropping  too  low,  too  quickly. 

Mr  Manning  also  spoke  of  incen¬ 
tives  to  the  oil  companies  by  re¬ 
viewing  the  levels  of  supplemental 
petroleum  tax  on  production  from 
land  fields  and  added  that  the  sup¬ 
plemental  petroleum  tax  on  marine 
production  was  being  reviewed,  and 
an  announcement  would  be  made  on 
fthis  subject  in  due  course.  . 


Bank’s  Gloomy  Picture 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  24  Nov  83  pp  1,  64 

[Text]  Trinidad  and  Tobago  could  experience  zero  or  negative  economic 
growth  this  year  and  price  increases  and  higher  unemployment  are  inevitable, 
a  top  Central  Bank  official  said  yesterday. 
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In  an  address  to  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Chamber  of 
Industry  and  Commerce  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Port  of  Spain,  Terrence  Farrell, 
Senior  Research  Officer  at  the  Central  Bank,  explained  why  the  institution 
introduced  a  new  system  last  month  to  monitor  the  outflow  of  foreign 
exchange . 

The  new  system,  under  which  a  new  form  called  ECO  must  be  approved  by  the 
Central  Bank  before  foreign  exchange  is  released  for  imports,  has  drawn 
heavy  criticism  from  business  groups  who  charged  it  was  creating  chaos  and 
driving  up  their  costs. 

Stressing  that  the  new  procedures  would  not  be  abandoned,  Farrell  explained 
that  the  petroleum  sector,  the  mainstay  of  the  country's  economy,  had  been 
in  decline  since  1978. 

It  had  declined  by  12  per  cent  in  1981  and  five  per  cent  in  1982  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  decline  was  expected  this  year,  he  said. 

This  decline  meant  that  the  government  would  have  to  cut  expenditure,  he 
added,  pointing  out  that  the  fiscal  deficit  last  year  was  $3.3  billion,  or 
18.5  per  cent  of  Gross  Domestic  Product. 

He  also  pointed  out  that  real  growth  in  the  non-oil  economy  had  fallen  pro¬ 
gressively  from  8.4  per  cent  in  1979  to  about  three  to  four  per  cent  in  1982. 

This  trend  coupled  with  the  large  decline  in  the  real  output  of  the  petroleum 
sector  had  had  the  effect  of  slowing  down  real  economic  growth,  which  could 
be  zero  or  negative  for  1983,  Farrell  said. 

Other  problems  were  a  deterioration  of  the  balance  of  payments,  he  added, 
pointing  out  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  incurred  in  1982  a  payments  deficit  of 
$525  million,  its  first  since  1973. 

The  deficit  is  expected  to  exceed  two  billion  dollars  this  year,  he  said, 
adding  that  the  country's  foreign  exchange  reserves  declined  by  $1.83 
billion  between  January  and  October  this  year. 

The  oil  "boom"  of  the  1970s  was  a  windfall,  Farrell  said,  "but  unfor¬ 
tunately  we  began  to  behave  as  if  it  were  permanent. . .and  proceeded  to  spend 
our  foreign  exchange  as  if  there  were  no  tomorrow. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  procedure  was  aimed  at  tightening  up  the  outflow 
of  foreign  exchange,  he  explained,  adding  that  the  Bank  had  other  policy 
measure  alternatives  but  had  discarded  them  for  various  reasons. 

One  such  alternative  was  a  devaluation  of  the  dollar,  he  said,  but  "unless 
and  until  two  elements  can  be  assured  a  devaluation  is  simply  not  on  the 
cards." 

The  two  were  the  development  of  a  viable  institutional,  financial  and 
organisational  basis  for  export  development  in  nontraditional  goods  and 
services  and  a  national  consensus  on  incomes  policies,  he  added. 
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Farrell  said  that  despite  many  complaints  the  system  introduced  was  quite 
simple  and  had  three  basic  objectives: 

•Indicative  budgeting  and  planning  of  foreign  exchange  utilisation. 

•Development  of  a  monitoring  system  for  visible  imports  in  support  of  the 
first  objective  by  building  a  data  and  information  base  on  importers  and 
products  and; 

•a  partial  system  of  import  restrictions. 

He  said  the  restrictions  on  imports  would  be  temporary  and  admitted  that 
they  would  lead  to  price  increases  and  "shortages"  of  nonessential  items. 

But  he  argued  that  prices  would  rise  under  any  other  option  chosen  to  deal 
with  the  problem  "and,  indeed,  price  increases  must  be  seen  as  an  inevitable 
part  of  the  process  of  adjustment  through  which  we  must  pass." 

He  said  the  Bank  did  not  wish  to  restrict  imports  which  would  maintain  out¬ 
put  and  employment,  but  pointed  out  that  imports  of  consumer  goods  in  1982 
totalled  $2.3  billion. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


MANUFACTURERS  SEEK  GOVERN^IENT  ’PROTECTION'  FROM  JAMAICA  MEASURES 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  2  Dec  83  p  I 

[Text]  Manufacturers  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  yesterday  expressed  their 
"deep  concern"  over  the  likely  adverse  effects  of  the  devalued  Jamaican 
dollar  on  the  local  manufacturing  sector  and  are  calling  on  Government  to 
take  "immediate  protective  action." 

Yesterday,  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Ilanufacturers  Association,  in  a  state- 
ment,  warned  that  unless  immediate  action  was  taken  to  protect  local  manu¬ 
facturers,  the  following  was  quite  likely  to  develop: 

The  growing  unfavourable  balance  of  trade  with  Jamaica  would  further  dete¬ 
riorate.  And  this  would  be  accompanied  by  an  increasing  drain  on  local 
foreign  exchange  earnings. 

Flooded  Market 

Already,  it  was  pointed  out,  for  the  nine-month  period — January  to  September, 
1983 — Trinidad  and  Tobago's  imports  from  Jamaica  had  amounted  to  (TT) 

$88.7  million,  compared  to  exports,  which  included  petroleum  products,  that 
registered  only  (TT)  $25.6  million — a  deficit  of  (TT)  $63.1  million. 

In  addition,  the  local  manufacturers  pointed  out,  they  would  no  longer  be 
able  to  compete  in  the  Jamaica  market.  On  the  other  hand,  Jamaican  manu¬ 
facturers  would  be  able  to  ship  goods  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago  at  considerably 
reduced  prices . 

As  a  result,  they  envisaged  a  flood  of  Jamaican  products  on  the  local  mar¬ 
ket,  thus  making  it  "extremely  difficult"  for  Trinidad  and  Tobago  manu¬ 
facturers  to  compete,  even  in  their  home  market. 

According  to  the  association,  the  overall  effect  would  be  a  further  sub¬ 
stantial  reduction  of  local  production  levels  resulting  in  idle  plant  and 
equipment;  increased  costs,  and  reduction  in  export  opportunities. 

Against  this  background  the  Manufacturers'  Association  said  it  was  calling 
on  Government  to  implement  the  strict  reciprocity  in  trade  agreed  to  at  the 
last  Heads  of  Government  meeting,  held  in  Port-of-Spain. 
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During  intra-regional  trading  talks  between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  and  Jamaica 
in  late  September,  it  was  pointed  out  then  that  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Bridgetown  Agreement,  Jamaican  manufacturers  had  received  more  than  the 
full  benefits  of  the  advantage  afforded  them,  in  the  light  of  a  reduction 
in  value  of  the  Jamaican  dollar. 

Minister  of  Industry  and  Commerce,  Mr.  Desmond  Cartey  had  emphasised  then 
that  even  though  Trinidad  and  Tobago  had  retained  its  Import  licensing  regime, 
licences  were  not  unduly  delayed.  In  fact,  he  said,  92  per  cent  of  licences 
applied  for  were  Issued  by  his  ministry. 

It  was  later  learned  that  up  to  the  end  of  September,  the  Ministry  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  had  granted  licences  for  (TT)  $180  million  worth  of  goods  from 
Jamaican  manufacturers. 

Now  with  this  latest  devaluation  of  the  Jamaican  dollar,  the  local  manu¬ 
facturers  claim  that  they  were  being  backed  into  a  much  more  sticky  corner, 
and  as  a  result  they  were  hoping  that  the  Government  would  act  immediately. 
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TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


COUNCILS  URGED  TO  REJECT  SCHEME  FOR  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
Port--of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  22 


[Text] 


I  COUNCILLOR  Latchman  Seecha- 
fraxiy  new  Chairman  of  the  Trinidad 
^d  Tobago  Association  of  Local 
ipovemment  Bodies,  has  called  upon 
jwuncils  to  reject  outright  Govern¬ 
ment's  policy  paper  on  local  govern¬ 
ment  because  it  sought  to  further 
^erode  the  authority  and  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  local  government  bodies,  espe¬ 
cially  the  county  councils. 

Councillor  Saharan,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  association  for  the 
11970-81  term,  thanked  members  for 
me  ^'confidence"  shown  in  him  in 
^ain  electing  him  as  head  of  the 
organisation. 

^  He  said  at  Saturday's  meeting  of 
’tbe  Association,  that  be  regarded 
the  job  as  tough,  requiring  some 
hard  decisions,  but  that  he  would 
[Operate  at  ill  times  in  the  best 
^interests  of  the  association  “put- 
I  ting  the  intei^t  of  the  association 
iabove  the  interest  of  the 
I  individual." 

J  He  told  the  members:  "Together 
*  we  must  be  prepared  to  work  for  the 
proper  functioning  of  the  organisa¬ 
tion  and  as  a  leader  there  is  nothing 
more  satisfying  than  the  knowledge 


that  you  have  succeeded  in  putting 
.together  a  good,  strong  working 
tteam  that  will  be  able  to  tackle  a 
Itough  job  and  see  it  through  with 
I  understanding  and  enthusiasm" 

I  Councillor  Seecharan  Chairman  of 
Ithe  Victoria  County  Council,  called 
;  upon  the  members  to  take  meaning- 
■  ful  interest  in  all  matters  jMrtain- 
ing  to  local  government.  He  said 
?  Government's  policy  paper  removed 
J 11  of  the  18  functions  for  which  the 
^county  councils  were  established. 
[The  Association  must  call  upon  the 
iGovemment  to  stop  the  "illegal  op- 
J^erations"  of  Solid  Waste  Manage¬ 
ment  Company,  Environment 
Improvement  Programme, 
Secondary  Roads  Company  and  now 
the  Community  Development  Divi¬ 
sion,  which  he  descril^  "as  the 
strongest  area  of  the  ruling  party." 

He  listed  the  following  as  some 
rlimctions  "tak^  away"  from  coun- 
|ty  councils:  Street  lighting,  school 
feeding  programme,  home  for  the 
aged,  clearing  of  minor  water 
courses,  control  of  libranes  etc. , 
pastures,  releases  to  village  coun¬ 
cils,  decoration  of  parks  and  recrea¬ 
tion  ard^Qds. 
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TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION  FORCES  PUSH  CRITICAL  VIEWS  OF  GOVERNMENT 

Hudson-Philllps  on  Chambers 
Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  25  Nov  83  p  3 

[Text]  The  greatest  threat  to  the  security  and  vital  interests  of  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  is  the  Prime  Minister,  whose  actions  and  statements  in  the  wake 
of  the  Grenadian  crisis  have  done  more  to  jeopardise  the  situation  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  than  anything  else  since  independence,  according  to  ONR 
political  leader  Karl  Hudson-Phillips . 

In  a  wide-ranging  interview  with  the  EXPRESS  on  Wednesday,  the  50-year-old 
leader  of  the  opposition  Organisation  for  National  Reconstruction  responded 
to  what  he  said  was  a  personal  attack  against  him  by  Chambers  and  reiterated 
his  party's  stand  on  economic  and  political  issues. 

Speaking  slowly  and  precisely,  Hudson-Phillips,  who  is  certain  to  be 
re-elected  ONR  leader  at  the  party's  fourth  annual  convention  this  weekend 
at  Mount  Hope,  referred  to  a  recent  speech  by  Chambers  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister  said  that  certain  comments  by  an  opposition  party  were  now  a  mat¬ 
ter  for  consideration  by  the  national  security  services. 

The  Prime  Minister  was  referring  to  an  ONR  statement  after  the  1981  general 
elections  that  the  People's  National  Movement  (PNM)  would  not  complete  its 
five-year  mandate. 

Hudson-Phillips  told  the  EXPRESS  that  Chambers'  remark  was  aimed  at  him  and 
said  he  normally  ignored  what  he  described  as  "the  cheap  talk"  of  the  Prime 
Minister. 

However,  he  added,  "I  think  the  greatest  present  risk  to  the  security  and 
vital  interests  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  is  the  inefficiency  of  Prime  Minister 
Chambers. 

"He  is  a  security  risk,"  he  said.  "His  actions  in  the  last  few  weeks  have 
jeopardised  our  nation  and  its  citizens  more  than  anything  else  since  inde¬ 
pendence  (in  1962)." 

Hudson-Philipps  said  that  the  Prime  Minister,  in  his  statement  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  on  October  26,  the  day  after  the  U.S.-led  invasion  of  Grenada,  "did 


169 


not  disclose,  as  he  sought  to  do,  all  the  events  leading  up  to  the 
matter." 


He  had  failed  to  explain  that  Basil  Pitt,  Trinidad  and  Tobago's  Ambassador 
to  Barbados,  had  spoken  to  Barbados  Prime  Minister  Tom  Adams  on  October  21, 
he  added. 


Chambers  com¬ 
plained  after  the  inva¬ 
sion  that  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  had  not  been 
informed.  However, 
Adams  said  he  had  in¬ 
formed  Pitt  of  the  plan 
and  publicly  accused 
the  Trinidad  and  Toba¬ 
go  diplomat  of  being  a 
liar. 

Hudson-Phillips  said 
the  other  tliree  Cari- 
com  countries  which 
did  not  participate  in 
the  invasion,  Guyana, 
Belize  and  the  Baha¬ 
mas,  had  not  stated 
that  they  had  not  been 
told  of  .  the  invasion 
plan. 

“This  casts  serious  j 
doubt  either  on  the  i 
perception  of  the  Prime 
Minister  or  his  truth¬ 
fulness,”  he  added. 

Asked  if  the  ONR 
approved  of  the  inva¬ 


sion  which  followed  a 
coup  d’etat  on  October 
16  in  which  Grenadian 
Prime  Minister  Mau¬ 
rice  Bishop  was  killed, 
Hudsoh-Phillips  replied 
that  the  ONR  support¬ 
ed  the  principle  of  non¬ 
intervention  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  sover¬ 
eign  states. 

But  there  would  be 
exemptions,  he  said, 
such  as  if  a  country  was 
preparing  to  attack  an¬ 
other  and  a  pre-emp¬ 
tive  strike  was 
necessary  or  if  it  was 
violating  the  basic  hu¬ 
man  rights  of  its  citi¬ 
zens  in  such  a  way  as 
to  offend  the  sensitivi¬ 
ties  of  the  civilised 
world. 

Asked  if  he  believed 
these  pre-conditions 
existed  in  Grenada 
prior  to  the  invasion, 


Hudson-Phillips  re¬ 
plied:  “We  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain  suf¬ 
ficient  information  to 
arrive  at  a  definitive 
position  one  way  or  the 
other. 

The  story  is  still  be¬ 
ing  told.” 

Hudson-Phillips, 
who  was  a  member  of 
the  PNM  from  1957  to 
1976  and  served  as  At¬ 
torney  General  under 
the  late  Prime  Minister 
Eric  Williams,  also  crit¬ 
icised  the  government’s 
management  of  the 
economy. 

He  said  the  ONR 
supported  the  principle 
of  preserving  the  coun¬ 
try’s  foreign  exchange 
reserves,  but  said  the 
ECO  form  procedure 
introduced  recently  was 
an  “inefficient  and 
cumbersome  system.” 


“One  simple  meth¬ 
od,”  he  suggested,  “is 
to  tie  in  the  question  of 
import  licenses  and  im¬ 
portations  into  the 
same  computer  system 
!  as  you  have  for  foreign 
exchange  permission. 

“So  that  where  the 
application  is  made  for 
imports  or  the  inten¬ 
tion  is  expressed  to  im¬ 
port,  at  that  point  you 
■are  advised  whether  the 
foreign  exchange  is 
available  or  not,”  he 
said. 


For  the  system  to 
work  properly  as  well, 
he  added,  “it  means 
you  must  have  some* 
data  retention  capabili¬ 
ty  which  should  have 
been  developed  a  long 
time  ago.” 


ONR  Conference 

Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  28  Nov  83  p  1 


[Text] 

KARL  Hudson-Phil¬ 
lips,  newly  reappointed 
political  leader  of  the 
Organization  for  Na- 
•  tional  Reconstruction 
(ONR),  yesterday 
called  for /the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  party  group 
for  Legal  Action 
Against  State  Ha- 
rassn)ent  (LASH)  as 
the  ONR’s  annual  na¬ 
tional  conference  came 
to  an  end  at  the  Mount 
Hope  Junior  Secondary 
School. 


“This  group  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  offer  tangible 
support  for  party  policy 
by  organizing  and 
mounting  public  dem¬ 
onstrations  whenever 
the  government  steps 
out  of  line,”  he  said. 
“We  have  to  be  active 
and  visible  and  spread 
our  ideas.” 

He  said  it  was  no 
coincidence  that  Prime 
Minister  George  Cham¬ 
bers  had  recently  ac¬ 
cused  him  of  being  a 
threat  to  national  secu¬ 


rity  since  the  Prime 
Minister  felt  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  growing 
support  for  the  ONR. 

During  the  confer¬ 
ence  seven  new  officers 
were  elected  to  the 
ONR’s  national  exec- 
I  utive  and  13  resolutions 
;  on  matters  of  public 
'  importance  were 
passed. 

The  newly  elected 
officers  are:  Ken  Ab- 
lack  (elections  officer), 
Myrle  Stephen  (welfare 


officer),  Arthur  Sander¬ 
son  (youth  officer — 
male).  Hazel  Brown 
(research  officer),  Ne¬ 
ville  Hordatt  (educa¬ 
tion  officer),  Stalin 
Jones  (general  secre¬ 
tary),  and  Asiyah  Mu¬ 
hammad  (assistant 
general  secretary). 

All  the  other  party 
officers,  including  the 
political  leader  and 
deputy  political  leader, 
were  returned  uop- 
posed. 
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Alliance  Confab  on  ’New  Democracy’ 

For t-of -Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  29  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  The  National  Alliance  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  in  association  with  the 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  institute  of  the  West  Indies,  will  be  sponsoring  a  con¬ 
ference  on  the  theme  "Beyond  the  Post  Colonial  Era:  Forging  a  New  Democ¬ 
racy  for  Trinidad  and  Tobago"  to  be  held  in  April  1984, 

The  conference  will  examine  the  political  and  institutional  framework  of  the 
twin  nation  state  from  a  historical,  contemporary  and  futuristic  point  of 
view. 

It  has  been  organised  to  bring  together  people  who  are  knowledgeable  on 
the  issues  of  the  national  and  regional  political  environment  and  who  are 
experts  in  their  own  field,  notwithstanding  their  political  beliefs  or 
affiliations. 

The  conference  will  run  for  two  days  and  will  be  divided  into  six  areas. 

These  are  national  unity,  the  Caribbean  situation,  position  papers,  the 
Westminster  model,  electoral  and  party  systems  and  ideology  and  political 
systems. 

According  to  a  release  from  the  organisers,  the  area  of  national  unity  is 
being  featured  as  a  special  subject  since  disunity  and  fragmentation  have 
too  long  dominated  the  politics  of  this  society. 

As  such  the  conference  hopes  to  discuss  a  variety  of  measures  designed  to 
pull  the  various  fragments  together  and  to  foster  and  build  a  national  and 
patriotic  consciousness  that  transcends  insularism  and  race. 

In  discussing  the  Caribbean  situation,  the  conference  will  focus  on  develop¬ 
ment  in  other  Caricom  states  drawing  lessons  from  their  experience  in  nation 
building. 

Also  highlighted  for  discussion  are  the  Grenada  crisis,  the  Guyanese 
dilemma,  as  well  as  problems  emerging  from  the  Jamaican  situation.  In 
addition  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country  will  also  be  examined. 

In  the  session  to  discuss  the  Westminster  model,  a  critical  evaluation  of 
this  system  of  democracy  will  be  made. 

Under  the  area  of  electoral  and  party  systems,  the  session  will  discuss  the 
plurality  system  and  the  system  of  proportional  representation.  Voting 
behaviour,  focusing  on  race,  class,  religion  and  demography  will  also  be 
examined . 
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Call  for  Legal,  Electoral  Reform 

Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  3  Dec  83  pp  1,  15 

[Text]  The  Opposition  yesterday  launched  an  appeal  for  constitutional  and 
electoral  reform. 

They  did  so  as  they  proposed  an  amendment  to  a  Government  motion  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  seeking  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  consider  consumer  protection  and  law  reform  legis¬ 
lation. 

The  appeal  in  the  House  came  48  hours  after  the  National  Alliance,  of  which 
the  parliamentary  opposition  is  a  part,  had  submitted  its  comments  and  pro¬ 
posals  on  electoral  reform,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Elections  and  Boundaries 
Commission. 

In  its  memorandum  submitted  to  the  Commission's  Chairman,  former  Chief 
Justice  Sir  Isaac  Hyatali,  on  Wednesday,  the  Alliance  submitted  proposals 
on  the  composition  of  the  Commission,  the  registration  of  electors,  as  well 
as  the  conduct  of  elections. 

Opposition  Leader  Basdeo  Panday  yesterday  proposed  in  the  House  that  the 
amendment  for  a  third  item  be  added  for  the  motion  to  read:  "(c)"  "what 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  or  any  other  law  are  required  to  affect 
constitutional  and  electoral  reforms  designed  to  promote  national  unity 
and  economic  progress  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago." 

No  Opposition 

The  motion  was  moved  by  the  Minister  of  Education  and  acting  Leader  of  Govern 
ment  Business  in  the  Lower  House,  Mr.  Overand  Padmore. 

In  his  proposal,  Mr.  Panday  said  the  Opposition  would  support  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  legislation  proposed  by  the  Government  but  it  would  not  partici¬ 
pate  in  any  joint  select  committees. 

Xn  arguing  his  case  for  constitutional  reform,  the  Opposition  Leader  said 
that  the  present  constitution  was  passed  in  1976  at  a  time  when  there  was  no 
Opposition  in  the  Parliament. 

He  also  charged  that  the  Westminster  system  of  government  was  designed  for 
a  population  with  a  "different  ethos,  background,  social  composition  and 
mentality." 

According  to  Mr.  Panday,  even  in  Britain  the  Westminster  system  had  produced 
"a  negotiation  of  democracy"  with  British  Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher 
winning  more  seats  in  the  last  British  general  election  with  less  votes 
than  which  she  had  received  in  the  previous  election. 

The  Opposition  Leader  told  the  House  that  constitutional  reform  was  long 
overdue  and  that  the  present  political  system  was  preventing  unity. 
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Quoting  University  of  the  West  Indies  (UWI)  lecturer.  Dr.  Trevor  Farrell, 

Mr.  Panday  said  that  the  economist  had  said  that  the  present  constitution 
had  created  a  parliamentary  dictatorship. 

And  as  to  electoral  reform,  Mr.  Panday  noted  that  Prime  Minister  George 
Chambers  had  also  complained  about  irregularities  on  election  day  following 
the  last  general  election. 

In  supporting  the  amendment,  the  parliamentary  representative  for  Oropouche, 
Rep.  Trevor  Sudama,  said  that  from  time  to  time,  the  present  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  totally  unrepresentative  in  some  respects. 

He  said  the  majority  of  countries  in  the  world  who  govern  under  parliamentary 
democracy  did  not  have  the  "first  to  get  past  the  post"  system. 

According  to  Mr.  Sudama,  the  tabulation  of  the  votes  from  the  last  general 
election  should  have  allowed  political  parties  like  the  Organisation  for 
National  Reconstruction  (ONR)  and  the  National  Joint  Action  Committee  (NJAC) 
to  gain  seats  in  Parliament. 

The  member  for  Chaguanas,  Rep.  Winston  Dookeran,  in  his  contribution  to  sup¬ 
port  the  amendment  said  when  the  Opposition  called  for  joint  discussion  on 
constitutional  reform  it  was  speaking  of  proportional  representation. 

Menu  from  50 *s 

He  claimed  that  many  of  the  country’s  present  institutions  were  functioning 
without  being  functional. 

According  to  Mr.  Dookeran,  "Government  was  guilty  and  continues  to  be 
guilty,  by  living  on  a  menu  from  the  1950 ’s  and  in  so  doing  projecting  the 
future  from  the  past." 

He  said  the  People’s  National  Movement  (PNM)  was  formed  in  1956  to  deal  with 
independence  and  had  now  lost  its  relevance  to  influence  change  in  the 
1980 ’s. 

Opposition  Chief  Whip,  the  parliamentary  representative  for  Tabaquite,  Rep. 
Nizam  Mohammed,  said  that  the  government  would  never  support  the  amendment 
because  the  present  constitution  suited  them  best. 

In  his  contribution  the  representative  for  Couva  South,  Rep.  Kelvin  Ramnath, 
reminded  the  House  that  the  former  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Selwyn  Richardson, 
had  told  the  Parliament  that  the  PNM  had  been  given  a  mandate  to  rule  and 
would  rule  as  it  saw  fit. 

Mr.  Ramnath  also  spoke  about  the  non-consultation  of  the  Opposition  before 
Prime  Minister  Chambers  was  to  speak  to  nationals  in  New  York  this  weekend 
and  addressed  a  luncheon  yesterday  at  the  Miami  Conference  on  the  Caribbean. 

The  Alliance  has  suggested  that  the  Elections  and  Boundaries  Commission  should 
be  comprised  of : 
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(a)  An  independent  chairman  appointed  by  the  President  in  consultation  with 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition; 

(b)  Two  representatives  from  and  appointed  by  each  recognised  political 
party. 

"Recognised  political  party"  means  a  political  party  registered  with  the 
Elections  and  Boundaries  Commission  under  the  provisions  of  the  Represents 
tion  of  the  Peoples'  Act  and  which  has  received  at  least  ten  per  cent  of 
the  votes  cast  at  the  last  local  government  or  general  election. 

The  Alliance  expressed  the  view  that  the  functions  of  the  Elections  and 
Boundaries  Commission  should  be  to  delimit,  define  and  determine  all  elec¬ 
toral  boundaries.  In  so  doing,  regard  must  be  had  to: 

.equality  (as  far  as  possible)  of  the  number  of  electors  in  each  electoral 
district  and/or  constituency; 

.the  character  of  communities; 

.the  commonality  of  interests  of  communities  grouped  together; 

.natural  boundaries ; 

.Automatic  registration  of  all  citizens  at  birth  and  of  those  becoming  citi¬ 
zens  by  naturalisation  or  registration,  etc., 

.Automatic  deletion  from  the  electoral  list  on  death  or  emigration  or  loss 
of  citizenship; 

.The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  to  inform  the  Commission  of  all  births 
and  deaths  and  the  Ministry  of  National  Security  to  inform  on  immigration 
and  emigration  cases; 

Permanent  List 

.Computerisation  of  this  exercise; 

.The  maintenance  of  a  permanent  electoral  list  which  is  to  be  made  available 
to  all  political  parties  and  to  the  public; 

.Six  weeks  before  nomination  day  for  all  elections  the  electoral  list  for 
that  election  must  be  published  and  supplied  to  all  political  parties  an 
be  exhibited  at  convenient  places  throughout  the  country  for  public 
scrutiny; 

.Members  of  the  public  must  be  given  at  least  two  weeks  to  raise  objections, 
change  addresses,  etc.; 

.The  final  electoral  list  should  be  similarly  published  at  least  one  week 
before  nomination  day; 
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•There  must  be  adequate  facilities  to  ensure  efficient  and  prompt  registrar 
tion  change  of  addresses,  etc. 

On  the  question  of  conduct  of  elections,  the  Alliance  said  that  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  several  problems  faced  by  electors  in  the  exercise  of  their 
franchise,  they  proposed  the  following: 

•At  least  21  days  before  an  election  all  presiding  officers,  returning  offi¬ 
cers,  poll  clerks,  etc.  should  be  appointed  by  The  Elections  and  Boundaries 
Commission  and  all  political  parties  be  so  advised; 

.Parties  should  have  the  right  to  file  objections  to  the  appointment  of  any 
such  personnel; 

.All  such  personnel  should  be  thoroughly  trained  to  perform  the  functions  for 
which  they  were  appointed; 

.All  polling  stations  should  be  centrally  and  conveniently  located  within 
easy  reach  of  voters  and  in  public  buildings  as  far  as  possible — at  least 
one  week  before  Nomination  Day.  The  addresses  and  locations  of  all  polling 
stations  should  be  published  and  not  subject  to  change; 

.The  rule  that  polling  stations  must  be  located  within  the  polling  divi¬ 
sion  and/or  electoral  district  should  be  abolished; 

Public  Holiday 

.Proper  facilities  for  conduct  of  the  poll  should  be  provided  particularly 
with  respect  to  such  seating  accommodation  as  would  enable  party  scrutineers 
to  function  meaningfully,  such  accommodation  to  be  made  ready  before  polling 
day; 

.The  maximum  number  of  voters  to  a  polling  station  should  not  be  more  than 
300; 

.Election  day  should  be  declared  a  public  holiday; 

.The  registration  of  electoral  vehicles  should  be  abolished. 

.The  Alliance  told  the  Chairman  that  it  is  questionable  whether  the  present 
Westminster  model  of  first-past-the-post  single  member  constituency  "is  the 
political  system  best  suited  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  small,  compact  and 
highly  plural  society." 

The  Alliance  said,  "We  feel  that  the  time  has  come  to  seriously  consider  a 
form  of  proportional  representation  which  would  promote  greater  unity  among 
our  citizens,  as  opposed  to  the  present  system  which  has  tended  to  divide  us." 


CSO:  3298/319 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


UNION  PROBLEMS  WITH  MANAGEMENT,  GOVERNMENT  REPORTED 

Criticism  of  Economy 

Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  3 

[Text]  The  Communication  Workers’  Union  (CWU)  has  accused  the  government  of 
mismanaging  the  economy  and  then  attempting  to  transfer  the  economic  burden 
to  workers. 

The  union  made  the  charge  as  it  told  of  support  by  the  senior  staff  of  the 
Telephone  Company  for  the  junior  staff  at  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  External 
Communications  (Textel) ,  who  have  rejected  the  wage  offer  by  the  state  enter¬ 
prise. 

Said  the  CWU  statement;  "We  are  convinced  that  the  similarity  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  these  two  state— owned  public  utilities  is  in  keeping  with  the  con¬ 
certed  attempts  of  the  government  to  have  the  workers  pay  for  and  shoulder 
the  burden  of  the  so-called  crisis  in  the  national  economy— a  crisis  which 
to  a  large  extent  has  developed  due  to  a  legacy  of  economic  mismanagement 
by  the  government  over  the  past  decade". 

Fedchem  Retrenchment 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  24  Nov  83  p  22 

[Text]  Federation  Chemicals  Limited,  Point  Lisas,  has  retrenched  50  employ¬ 
ees,  the  majority  of  them  hourly-rated,  weekly  paid. 

According  to  Mr  Bennett  Berkeley,  Labour  Relations  Officer  of  the  Oilfields 
Workers  Trade  Union,  the  company  took  that  action  while  the  union  was 
awaiting  word  from  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  com¬ 
pany's  retrenchment  programme. 

Mr  Berkeley  accused  Fedchem  of  acting  in  bad  faith. 

He  said  the  company  retrenched  the  workers  over  the  past  two  weeks,  35  of 
them  early  last  week. 
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Other  Jobs 


The  company,  after  first  retrenching  15  of  the  workers,  said  it  had  a  total 
of  50  to  be  laid  off  for  economic  reasons.  Fedchem  has  confirmed  the  latest 
retrenchment. 

The  OWTU,  said  Mr  Berkeley,  suggested  to  the  company  that  if  certain  plants 
had  to  be  shut  down,  then  the  company  should  embark  on  a  training  programme 
aimed  at  placing  the  workers  in  other  areas  of  operations. 

He  said  the  union  felt  sure  that  the  workers  would  be  able  to  do  other  jobs 
within  the  fertiliser  complex. 

He  recalled  that  the  union  had  discussed  the  planned  retrenchment  with 
Minister  of  Labour  Errol  Mahabir  and  at  the  Minister’s  request,  had  sub¬ 
mitted  a  document  outlining  the  union’s  views  and  suggestions  for  redeploy¬ 
ment. 

’’But  it  seems  to  us  that  Fedchem  is  bent  on  sending  home  workers  without  due 
consideration  for  them  and  their  families”,  he  said. 

Fedchem  said  last  June  that  it  had  been  operating  certain  plants  well  below 
capacity  and  at  a  considerable  loss  for  almost  two  years  due  to  the  loss  of 
traditional  markets  resulting  from  declining  fertiliser  use  and  fierce 
price  competition  from  foreign  manufacturers. 

Further,  the  company  said  that  it  could  not  foresee  a  change  in  the  market 
situation  and  could  no  longer  continue  to  operate  its  plants  at  a  loss. 

Telco,  Textel  Rows 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  24  Nov  83  p  17 

[Text]  The  Communications  Workers’  Union  has  called  for  a  meeting  with  the 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  Labour  Congress  to  discuss  the  situation  involving  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Telephone  Company  (Telco)  and  Textel. 

In  a  letter  to  Senator  Vernon  Glean,  President  of  Congress,  the  union  sug¬ 
gested  that  they  meet  to  develop  alternative  strategies  to  defend  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  workers  of  the  two  companies  and  ’’the  workers  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  in  general  who  are  employees  of  the  State  sector.” 

The  letter,  signed  by  the  union’s  Secretary  General,  Mr  Ian  Clarke,  noted 
that  the  ’’unrealistic  proposals  being  put  forward  by  the  two  managements  are 
certainly  not  intended  to  achieve  settlement  through  dual  discussions  and 
without  the  intervention  of  a  third  party.” 

The  letter  said  that  the  union  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  two 
managements  ’’have  been  relegated  to  the  role  of  mere  messengers  of  Government 
who  do  not  possess  the  authority  to  negotiate,  but  only  to  convey  or  pro¬ 
ject  the  Government’s  outlook  on  austerity  measures  in  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  collective  bargaining  in  State  sector  industries.” 


177 


According  to  the  union,  the  two  have  adopted  similar  approaches  to  the  nego¬ 
tiations.  Both  have  made  ’’extremely  provocative”  wage  offers  of  22  per 
cent  over  three  years.  Textel  has  refused  to  make  improvements  on  vacation 
and  other  leave  entitlements,  and  some  of  the  allowances. 


43  Sittings 

Further,  after  Textel  made  minimal  proposals  on  some  cost  items  such  as 
laundry,  travelling  and  subsistence,  the  company  argued  that  workers  would 
not  be  eligible  for  retroactive  payment  on  most  of  the  allowances. 

After  43  sittings,  talks  broke  down.  The  union  said  that  the  same  might 
happen  after  only  18  sittings  with  Telco.  At  Telco,  the  management  indi¬ 
cated  that  it  had  no  intention  of  improving  on  any  of  the  allowances. 

The  union  has  requested  immediate  intervention  of  Congress. 

Amoco  ^Harassment ’ 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  1  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  OILFIELDS  Workers  '  istration,  recognition  records  of  the  union  to  secret  ballot  is  the  only 

Trade  Union  vice  presi-  ahd  certification  board  determine  the  validity  procedure  that  can  give 

dent  Errol  McCleod  to  call  for  a  ballot  to  of  the  union.  a  true  and  fair  ,  result, 

charged  yesterday  that  determine  whether  the  Me  Cleod  said  the  So,  the  board  will  pro- 
the  Amoco  Oil  Compa-  workers  wanted  the  1  claim  for  recognition  ceed  to  use  'the  invest!- 

ny  was  intimidating  union  .  as  fhe  1  was  made  on  May  26,  gative  procedures’  that 

workers  in  its  effort  to  bargaining  unit.  1983.  He  said  on  June  ‘it  employs’  to  deter- 

prevent  the  union  from  Me  Cleod  said  the  13,  1983  Amoco  asked  mine  whether  the 

representing  th^  com-  board  had  already  de-  the  board  to  i.ave  a  union  has  more  than  60 

pany  workforce.  termined  the  bargain-  head  count.  He  said  the  per  cent  of  the  limited 

Me  Cleod  made  the  ing  unit  at  Amoco  to  be  union’s  claims  was  ver-  hour  employee^  as 

point  during  a  press  the  limited  hour  ified  on  Octol^r  17,  members  in  good 

conference  X  at  the  monthly  rated  workers  1983.  Me  Cleod  said  standing, 

union’s  San  Fernando  which  comprise  some  that  since  the  union  “Management  it 
headquarters.  He  said  400  employees.  He  said  made  the  claim  for  rep-  seems,  hasn’t  now  ex- 

the  company  had  been  the  union  had  not  been  reientatiori  tBe  compa- j  hausted  the  avenues 

changing  the  hours  of  granted  recognition  to  ny  issued  three  available  to  it  to  obtain 
work  of  some  workers  represent  the  workers.  bulletins  relating  to  the  a  ballot  and  as  far  as 
arbitraualy  in  an  effort  Me  Cleod  said  it  was  subject.  u  i  resolution 

to  force  them  to  suppot  unusual  to  implement  a  ,  In  an  Amoco  bul-  lies  in  the  hands  of  the 
the  union.  head  counf  before  l^tin  issued  to  workers  employees.  We  reiterate  . 

Me  Cleod  said  that  granting  recognition  '  the  company  advised,  that  the  matter  ' 

Amoco  was  using  its  since  there  had  been  “management  main-  rests  between  yoir^nd 

influence  to  get  the  reg-  already  examined  the  tains  however  that  the.  the  board.”  . 


Rebuff  of  CPTU 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  2  Dec  83  p  22 


[Text] 


THE  COUNCIL  of  Progressive 
Trade  Unions  (CPTU)  yesterday  ex¬ 
pressed  “deepest  regret”  that  it 
has  not  been  able  to  meet  With  the 
Labour  Congress  to  work  out  a  com¬ 
mon  position  and  line  of  action  on 
retrenchment  and  wage  restraints. 

In  a  letter  to 

tary  of  Congress,  thb  CPTU  said  it 
was  of  the  view  that  “urgent,  posi¬ 
tive  and  decisive  action”  was 


heeded  to  Have  the  issues  resolved  in 
the  interest  of  the  workers. 

As  such,  the  CPTU  said  it  wanted 
to  have  “urgent  consultations  wi^h 

the  Labour  Congress.” 

I’  According  to  the  CPTU,  workers 
at  present  wete  facing  a  most  dif¬ 
ficult  period,  stiiigglmg  to  mam- 
tain  their  jobs  whUe  at  the  same 


time  being  faced' With  certain  prac¬ 
tices  by  employers. 

“In  addition  to  these  twin  strug¬ 
gles,  the  letter  read,  “increased 
prices  and  punitive  taxation  con¬ 
tinuously  eat  away  at  our  wages' 
and  salaries  and  from  all  indications 
the  1984  Budget  may  mean  higher 
prices,  reduction  of  subsidies  Md 
mcreased  taxation  for  the  working 
population.” 
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TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


BANK  OK’S  TEMPORARY  CHANGE  IN  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  FORMS 

Central  Bank  Measures 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  1 

[Text]  A  modification  of  the  EC-0  form  for  processing  foreign  exchange 
applications,  has  come  into  effect  until  December  15,  when  it  will  again  be 
reviewed  by  the  Central  Bank. 

A  release  from  the  Bank  yesterday  said  in  an  effort  to  expedite  the  proces¬ 
sing  of  the  forms,  the  Bank  has  introduced  certain  new  procedures  for  the 
release  of  foreign  currency  for  the  payment  of  imported  goods. 

The  new  measures  which  modify  the  existing  procedures  came  into  effect  on 
Friday  and  will  remain  until  mid-December  when  another  revision  of  the  form 
will  be  made. 

The  EC-0  form  came  into  effect  in  October  but  resulted  in  chaos  among  busi¬ 
nessmen  and  other  importers  because  of  the  lengthy  delay  in  the  processing 
of  the  form. 

The  forms  are  meant  to  curb  the  flow  of  foreign  exchange  from  the  country. 

After  meeting  with  representatives  from  various  business  organisations,  the 
Central  Bank  decided  to  modify  the  form. 

According  to  the  release,  these  modifications  pertain  to  drawings  under 
letters  of  credit,  payments  on  open  accounts  and  sight  drafts  and  to  the 
settlement  of  acceptances. 

It  said  the  Bank  has  authorised  the  commercial  banks  to  process  applications 
for  drawings  on  letters  of  credits  which  had  been  affected  before  October  7, 
1983. 

Straight  to  Bank 

Importers  who  have  such  letters  of  credit  already  established  on  or  before 
that  date,  need  not  seek  Central  Bank  approval  for  EC-0  forms,  but  may  go 
straight  to  their  commercial  banks  with  completed  ECO-0  and  EC-1  forms, 
said  the  Bank. 
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It  added  that  in  these  cases  the  EC-0  form  must  be  lodged  with  the  commercial 
banks  which  are  now  authorised  to  approve  EC-1  forms  and  to  sell  foreign 
currency  for  the  amount  of  the  drawings  under  the  letters  of  credit  that  had 
been  established  on  or  before  October  7,  1983. 

The  Central  Bank  also  stated  that  before  selling,  foreign  currency  to  the 
importer,  the  commercial  bank  must  be  satisfied  that: 

•A  Letter  of  Credit  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce  on 
or  before  October  7,  1983. 

.The  appropriate  Form  EC-1  has  been  completed  and  signed  by  the  Accreditor, 
Importer  or  Commercial  Bank  for  the  goods  imported  under  the  Letter  of 
Credit. 

.A  certified  copy  of  the  Importer's  Licence  where  applicable,  and  a  copy  of 
the  duty  entry  form  must  be  produced  to  it. 

.Accreditor  or  Importer  lodges  completed  Forms  EC-0  in  respect  of  the  items 
(CCCN  code)  in  the  shipment.  (This  form  does  not  require  the  prior  approval 
of  the  Central  Bank  but  must  be  completed). 

.The  relevant  confirmation  of  the  Letter  of  Credit  bearing  the  serial  number 
and  stamp  of  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Consumer 
Affairs  must  be  submitted  to  the  commercial  bank. 

.The  Accreditor  or  Importer  provides  the  commercial  bank  with  the  supplier's 
invoice  related  to  the  drawings  under  the  credit. 

Additional  Function 

A  commercial  bank  which  has  been  provided  with  the  above  information  may 
sell  foreign  currency  to  the  importer.  This  is  an  additional  function  given 
to  the  commercial  banks  as  authorised  dealers  in  foreign  currency. 

Open  Account,  Sight  Draft,  Acceptances 

Commercial  banks  are  authorised  to  sell  foreign  currency  for  the  amount  of 
the  draft  on  the  following  conditions: — 

.The  Bill  of  Lading  bears  a  date  of  October  7,  1983,  or  earlier. 

.Copies  of  the  paid  Customs  Duty  Entry  Forms  and  import  licences  where 
applicable  are  produced. 

.Accreditor  or  Importer  lodges  with  the  commercial  banks  completed  EC-0 
(without  prior  Central  Bank  approval)  in  respect  of  the  items.  If  EC-0 
forms  have  already  been  lodged  with  the  Central  Bank  the  Accreditor  or 
Importer  must  make  an  official  declaration  to  the  commercial  bank  as  to  the 
date  of  lodgement  of  Form  EC-0  and  the  status  of  Form  EC-0  (e.g.  returned 
with  request  for  further  information). 
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Importers  who  fall  within  the  above  category  should  submit  the  required 
information  and  their  completed  EC-0  and  EC-1  forms  directly  to  their  com¬ 
mercial  banks  for  processing. 


Businessmen’s  Response 


Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  25  Nov  83  p  1 


[Text]  REPRESENTATIVES  of  the 

various  business  organisations  agreed 
yesterday  afternoon  to  accept  a  re¬ 
vised  versicHi  of  the  EC-0  form  applica¬ 
tion  for  foreign  exchange  introduced 
'  by  the  Central  Bank  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago. 

The  revised  form  was  ^wn  to  the 
businessmen  at  a  meeting  between 
them  and  representatives  of  the 
Central  Bank  at  the  Bank  yesterday 
afternoon 

The  meeting  was  originally  sdie- 
duled  to  be  hdd  under  the  diairmart- 
ship  of  acting  Finance  Minister  An¬ 
thony  Jacdon  at  his  office  at  Trinidad 
House,  but  because  of  an  emergency, 
was  held  at  the  Bank  with  Governor  of 


the  Central  Bank,  Victor  Bruce  as 
chairman. 

According  to  a  senior  official  at  the 
Bank,  the  businessmen  said  they  were 
receiving  approved  forms  once  more 
although  mere  were  still  minor 
problems. 

The  official  added  that  the  southern 
businessman  complained  that  their 
forms  were  not  beii^  processed  as  fast 
but  that  problem  appeared  to  be 
occurring  at  the  Minisby  of  Indust^, 
Commerce  and  Consumer  Affairs 
whose  representatives  at  the  meet¬ 
ing,  indicated  <  that  they  too  will  be 
increasing  their  activity  on  the 
matter.  , 
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LABOR,  PRICE  ISSUES  PLAGUE  ’84  SUGAR  CROP,  INDUSTRY 

Farmers'  Price  Demands 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  23  Nov  83  p  20 

[Text]  To  cut  cane  or  not  to  cut.  This  is  expected  to  be  determined  by 
cane  farmers  who  are  members  of  the  Islandwide  Cane  Farmers  Trade  Union 
(ICFTU)  when  they  meet  on  Saturday  at  1  p.m.  at  25  Coffee  Street,  San 
Fernando . 

Mr  Boodram  Jattan,  Second  Vice-President  of  the  union,  said  that  the  farmers 
were  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  the  announced  $102.62  per  ton  for  canes 
sold  in  1983. 

He  said  that  the  farmers  were  calling  for  at  least  $165.88  per  ton  for  1984 
and  unless  they  got  that  or  something  higher  than  $102.62,  they  may  not  cut 
their  cane. 

"We  prefer  to  abandon  our  1984  crop  since  it  would  cost  us  cheaper  to  adopt 
that  course  than  to  experience  Increased  expenses,"  he  said. 

After  Saturday's  meeting,  the  farmers  would  name  a  delegation  to  see  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Agriculture,  Lands  and  Food  Production  Kamaluddin  Mohammed,  now 
acting  Prime  Minister,  on  the  matter. 

The  union  has  advised  the  farmers  to  receive  their  final  interim  payment  on 
the  1983  crop.  The  7,000  farmers  are  to  collect  a  total  of  $18  million. 

Further  Threat  from  Farmers 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  3  Dec  83  p  6 

[Text]  Canefarmers  are  threatening  to  abandon  their  1984  crop  if  they  can¬ 
not  get  a  substantial  price  for  their  canes. 


Mr.  Boodram  Jattan,  Second  Vice-President  of  the  Islandwide  Cane  Farmers 
Trade  Union  (ICFTU)  said  that  a  delegation  from  the  union  would  discuss  the 
matter  with  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Lands  and  Food  Production  Mr 
Kamaluddin  Mohammed  on  Monday,  December  12. 
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He  said  that  the  farmers  received  $104.49  per  ton  in  1982  and  the  same  price 
for  1983. 


”We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Government  has  imposed  a  price  freeze 
on  farmers’  canes,"  said  Mr.  Jattan. 


He  said  that  the  cost  of  production  would  be  very  high  for  the  coming  crop. 
"We  forecast  high  increases  in  gasoline  and  dieseline  in  the  coming  budget," 
he  added.  Labour  costs  would  also  be  a  big  problem  for  the  farmers,  he  said. 


Realistic 


The  ICFTU  is  calling  on  Government  to  review  the  situation  and  offer  a  more 
realistic  price  to  the  farmers  for  the  coming  crop,  expected  to  start  on 
January  3. 


The  union  is  also  asking  for  a  substantial  first  interim  payment.  Last 
crop  the  first  interim  was  $60  per  ton. 


Farmers’  estimate  for  1984  is  295,000  tons  of  cane.  Last  crop  they  sold 
346,000  tons.  Total  estimate,  both  farmers  and  Caroni  Limited  for  1984 
is  1,200,000  tons.  The  coming  crop  will  see  only  two  factories  in 
operation — Brechin  Castle  and  Ste.  Madeleine. 


Caroni  Wage  Offer 


Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  1  Dec  83  p  41 


[Text]  IN  what  18  believed  to  The  company  said  it  the  first  year,  two  per  tions  recently.  It  was 
be  the  lowest  wage  m-  ^^s  able  to  pay  only  5  ceiit  in  the  second  and  xejectedby  SIS  A. 
crease  ever  offered  by  a  per  cent  over  tluree  third  years.  The  union  ’  Four  months  ago, 
^mp^y,  state-owned  years  to  staff  workers  had  submitted  propo-  the  company  offered 
Caroni  Limited  pro-  in  the  Sugar  Industry  sals  for  comparable  sugar  workers  rep- 
po^  a  5  per  cent  wage  Staff  Association  wages  to  all  workers  of  resented  by  the  all 
increase  over  thr^  (SIS A)  bargaining  unit,  the  company.  The  com-  Trinidad  Sugar  and 
years  to  its  staff  work-  The  1,000-odd  workers  pany’s  position  was  re-  General  Workers  Trade 
ers  in  the  sugar  ipdus-  will  get  one  per  cent  in  layed  to  SISA  ^during  Union  (ATSGWTU)  a 
try*  start  of  negotia-  9  per  cent  wage  in¬ 

crease. 

Caroni  Reorganization,  Layoffs 


Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  2  Dec  83  p  6 


[Text]  STATE-OWNED  Caroni  (1975)  Limited  is  to  le-organise  its  agricultural 

operations  in  North  and  Central  Trinidad  before  the  start  of  the  1984  crop, 
resulting  in  the  displacement  of  about  ISO  workers. 

Mr  Sam  Maharaj,  General  Secre-  ‘The  union  was  thoroughly  against  whether  recent  discussions  on  sugar 
tary  of  All  Trinidad  Su^ar  and  any  form  of  retrenchment,  he  added,  between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  and 
General  Workers*  Trade  Union,  said  He  said  the  union  was  also  Cuba  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
yesterday  that  the  union  was  so  in-  informed  that  the  affected  workers  matters. 

formed  by  the  company.  would  be  offered,  redeployment  and  He  said  the  union  was  worried  over 

He  said  that  the  union  on  Wednes-  those  retained  would  be  given  12  ^be  entire  situation  in  the  sugar 
day  told  the  C9mpany  that  it  (the  hours  work  per  day  with  14  hours*  industry,  moreso,  since  the  company 
union)  would  first  have  to  discuss  pay.  was  using  contractors  to  harvest 

«  matter  with  the  workers  to  be  Mr  Maharaj  described  the  move  as  canes,  while  doing  away  with  the 
affected  before  expressing  its  views,  a  “deliberate  attempt  to  smash  the  permanent  labour  mrce  bit  by  bit. . 

sugar  industry.*’  He  is  wondering 


END 
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